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17 H the wo affedtionste Gia. 
titude and ReſpeR, I beg. Leave 
to preſent to You a Book, which owes 
Its Exiſtence. to your Reger its Copiouſ- 
neſs to your P Pl 
picuity to your Review, and to. the Uſe. 
made of your Remarks on that Part of 
It, which your Health, and- Leifure would 
permit you-to examine. I addreſs it to You, 
dot to beg your Patronage 10 it, for of at 
am EF, 2. well aſſured z. and much leſs 
from an) Ambition of attempting your 
Character, for which, if I were more equal 
o the Subjeft, I ſhould think this a very; 
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as one whom You have honoured, not only 
with your Friendſhip, but wich ſo much of 
your Eſteem and Approbation too, as muſt 
ſubſtantially appear, in your committing a 
Work to 'me, which You had. yourſelf 
projected as one of the moſt conſiderable 
Services your <Eies = <5 


I nav long thought the Love of Po- 
pular Applauſe a Meanneſe, Which a Phi- 
loſophy far inferior to that of ou Divine 
Maſter might have taught us to conquer. 
But to be efteemed by eminently Great and 
Good Men, to whom we are. intimately 
known, appears to me, not only one of the. 
moſt ſolid Atteſtations of ſome real Worth, 
but, next to the Approbation of Gop and 
our own Conſciences, one of its moſt va- 
luable Rewards. It will, I doubt not, be 
found ſo in that World, to which Spirits 
like your's are tending, and for which thro' 
Divine Grace You have obtained fo un- 
common a Degree of Ripeneſs. And pet- 
mit me, Sir, while J write, this, to refreſh 
myſelf with the Hope, that when that Union 
of Hearts, which has fo long ſubſiſted be- 
tween us, ſhall arrive to its full Maturity 
and Endearment there, it will be matter of 
mutual Delight, to recolle&, that you have 
aſſigned me, and that I have in ſome Degree 
executed a Taſk, which may perhaps; 1 


bv 
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the Bleſſing of Gop, awaken and improve 
Religious Sentiments in the Minds of thoſe 
whom we leave -behind us, and of others, 
who may ariſe after us in this vain, tranſi- 


tory, inſnaring World. 


Sven is the Improvement you have 
made of your Capacities for Service, that 
I am fully. perſuaded, Heaven has received 
very few, in theſe latter Ages, who have 


done ſo much to ſerve its Intereſts here 


below; few, who have laboured in this 
beſt of Cauſes with equal Aſſiduity, and 
equal Succeſs. And therefore, I can- 
not but join with all who wiſh well to 
the Chriſtian - Intereſt among us, in ac- 
knowledging the Goodneſs of Providence 
to You and to the Church of Chriſt, in pro- 
longiag a Life at once fo valuable and ſo 
tender, to ſuch an advanced Period. With 


you to poſſeſs in fo extraordinary a Degree, 
not only the Conſciouſneſs of intendin 
great Benefit to the World, but the Satis- 
faction of having effected it, and of ſeeing _ 
ſuch an Harveſt already ſpringing up, I hope 
as an Earneſt of a much more copious In. 
creaſe from thence, With Multitudes more 
[ bleſs Gop, that you are not in this Evening | 
oi ſo afflicted and yet ſo laborious a Day, 
rendered entirely incapable of ſerving the 
ES Ag” PRONE 


i. DEMI CATION. 


Publick from the Prefs, and from the ““ 

Pulpit : and that amidſt the Pain which by 
your attive Spirit feels, when theſe pleaſing Wr 
Services ſuffer long Interruptions from thr 
Bodily Weakneſs, it may be ſo ſingularly led 
refreſhed by relle&ing on that Sphere of | '®' 
extenſive Uſefulneſs, in which, by your Wl 2 
IWritings, You continually move. 


I coxnGcRATULATE you, dear Sir, that I 
while you are in a Multitude of Families My 
and Schools of the lower Claſs, conde. Sal 
| _ Jcending to the humble, yet important Work e 
of forming Infant-Minds to the firſt Ru- rel; 
diments of Religious Knowledge, and de- un! 
vout Impreſſions, by your various Catechifms 

| and Divine Songs; You are alſo daily read. bol 
ing Lectures of Logic, and other uſeful n 


— y 


Branches of Philoſophy, to ſtudious Youths: 4 
i And this, not only in private Academies, tha 
| but in the moſt publick and celebrated of 
: Seats of Learning; nor merely in Scotland, Ta 


and in our American Colonies, (where from © mis 
Tome peculiar Confiderations, it might moſt 
naturally be expcRed ;) but thro' the ami- 4 
able Candor of ſome excellent Men and Y 
_ accompliſhed Tutors, in our Engliſ Uni- Cir 
verſities too. I congratulate you, that You W£ ti; 
are teaching no doubt, Hundreds of Miniſ int 
TEES | | 1 | berg In 1 
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DEDICATION. we 
ers, and Thouſands of private Chriſtians, 
by your Sermons, and other Theological 
Writings : ſo happily calculated to diffuſe 
through their Minds that Light of Know- 
ledge, and through their Hearts that Fer- 
vour of Piety, which Gov has been pleaſed 
to inkindle in your own. But above all, 

I congratulate you, that by your Sacred 
Poetry, eſpecially by your P/alms, and your 
Hymns, You are leading the Worſhip, and 
I truſt alſo animating the Devotion of 
Myriads, in our publick Aſſemblies every 
Sabbath, and in their Families or Cloſets 
every Day. This, Sir, at leaſt: ſo far as it 
relates to the Service of the Sanctuary, is an 
unparalleled Favour by which Gop hath. 
been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh you, I may 
boldly ſay it, beyond any of his Servants 
now upon Earth. Well may it be eſteemed 
a glorious Equivalent, and indeed much more 
than an Equivalent, for all thoſe Views 
of Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, to which ſach 
Talents, Learning, Virtues, and Intereſt 
might have intitled you in an Eſtabliſh- 


ment; and I doubt not, but You joyfully 
accept it as ſuch. 
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Non is it eaſy to conceive, in what 
Circumſtances You could, on any Suppo- 
lition, have been eaſier and happier, than 
in that Pious and truly Honourable Family, 
„in which, as I verily believe, in ſpecial In- 
dulgence both to You and to it, Provi- 
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| fence Tay berg pleaſed to appoint chat you 
hall ſpend ſo conſiderable a part of your 


Life. It is my earneſt Prayer, that all the 


Remainder of it may be ſerene, uſeful, and 
_ pleaſant. 
tedge, your Compoſitions have been the fin. 
gular Comfort of many excellent Chriſtians 


And as, to my certain Know. 


(ſome of them numbered among my dear- 


t eſt Friends,) on their dying Bed; for 1 
have heard Stanzas of them repeated from 


the Lips of ſeveral, who were doubtleſs in a 


few Hours to begin the Songs of Moſes and 


the Lamb: So I hope and truſt, that when 


| Gon ſhall call you to that Salvation, for 


which your Faith and Patience have ſo long 
been waiting, He will ſhed around you the 
choiceſt Beams of his Favour, and gladden 


your Heart with Conſolations, like thoſe 
which You have been the happy Inſtrument 
of adminiftring to others. 2 8 


I In the mean Time, Sir, be aſſurcd chat 

1 am not a little animated in the various 
Labours to which Providence has called me, 
by refleQing, that I have ſuch a Contempo- 


rary, and efpecially fuck a Friend; whoſe 


_ ſingle Preſence would be to me as that of a 


Cloud of Witneſſes bere below, to awaken 
my Alacrity in the Race that is ſet before me. 
And I am perſuaded, that while I ſay this, 
* ſpeak. the Nen of many of my 

43 | Brethren, 
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Brethren, even of various 3 


A Conſideration, which I hope will do 


ſomething towards reconciling à Heart to 
generous as Your's, to the Delay of that 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, which 


is now ſo nearly approaching. Yes, my 
honoured Friend, Vou will, I hope, chear- 


fully endure a little longer Continuance in 
Life amidſt all its Infirmities; from an 
Aſſurance, that while Gop is pleaſed to 


maintain the Exerciſe of your Reaſon, it is 
hardly poſſible that You. f 


and rendering you till more meet for an In. 
neritance amongſi-the Saints in Light. Ever 

Word that you drop from the Pulpit, has 
now, ſurely, its peculiar Weight : The 


Eyes of many are on their aſcending 


Prophet, eagerly intent that they may 


catch, if not his Mantle, at leaſt fome 


Divine Sentence, from his Lips, which may 
long guide their Ways, and warm, their 
Hearts. This Solicitude your Friends 


bring into thoſe happy Moments, in which 


they are favoured with your Converſe in 
private: And when you are retired from 
them, your Prayers. J doubt not, largely 


contribute towards guarding your Country, 


watering the Church, and bleſſing the World. 
Long may they continue to anſwer theſe 
great Ends: And permit me, Sir, to con- 
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ould live in vain, 
to the World, or yourſelf. Every Day, 


and every Trial, is brightening your Crown, 
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clude with expreſſing my chearſul Confi 
dence, that in thoſe beſt Moments You are 


often particularly mindfut of one, who 
ſo highly eſteems, ſo greatly needs, and ſo 


| warmly returns that Remembrance, = 


| Reverend and. Dear Sir, | 
Your r moſt Aﬀettionate Brother, 


And Obliged Humble Servant, 


' Northampton, 
Dec. 13, 1744» : 8 | 
15 P. DopprIDGE, 


PREFACE, 


1 


PR FA M 


THE ſeveral Hints given in the Dedication, and 
the Firſt Chapter of this Preatiſe, which con- | 

tains a particular Plan of the Deſign, render it un- 

n:ceflary to introduce it with a long Preface. Some 

of my be may perhaps remember, that ſeveral 

Years ago I promiſed this Work to the Publick, in 

the Preface to the Second Edition of my Sermms on the 

Power and Graceof Cbriſt, &c. My much honoured: 

Friend, Dr. Wars had laid the Scheme eſpeciall 

of the former Part: But as thoſe Indiſpoſitions, wit 

which (to the unſpeakable Grief of te Churches) 

(30D has been pleaſed to exerciſe him, and forbid his 

Hopes of being able to add this, to his many Labours 

of Love to immortal Souls, he was pleaſed in a very 

affectionate and importunate Manner to urge me to 

undertake it. And I bleſs Gop with my whole 

Heart, not, only that He hath carried me thro this 

delightful Taſs, (for ſuch indeed J have found it,) 

but alſo that he hath ſpared that worthy and amiable 

Perſon to ſee it accompliſhed, and given him Strength 

and Spirit to review ſo conſiderable a Part of it. 

His Approbation, expreſſed in ſtronger Terms th an 

Modeſty will permit me to repeat, encourages me to 

hope, that it is executed in ſuch a Manner, as may, 

by the Divine Bleſſing, render it of ſome general 

Service. And U therrather expect it will be to, as it 

new comes Abroad into the World not only with W || 

m; % Prayers and his, but allo with thoſe of many 0 
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muſt deſire, that beſore any paſs their 
upon it, they would pleaſe to read it through; that 
they may diſcern the Connection between one Part 
of it and another. Which I the rather requeſt, 
| becauſe I have long obſerved, that Chriſtians of 
_ different Parties have been eagerly laying Hold on 


a. P R K F A C 1. 


ether Pinus Friends, which J have been particularly 


7 % 
hy 


careful to engage for its Succeſs, 


InTo whatever Hands this Work 3 
udgment 


particular Parts of the Syſtem of Divine Truths, and 


have been contending about them as if each had been 


all; or as if the Separation of the Members from 


each other, and from the Head, were the Pre. 


ſervaton of the Body, inſtead of its Deſtruction. 
They have been zealons to eſpouſe the Defence 


and to maintain the Honour and Ulefulneſs of each 


apart; whereas their Honcur, as well as Uſeful. 
neſs, ſeem to me to lie much in their Conneftion, 


And Suſpicions have” often ariſen betwixt the re- 


ſpective Defenders of each, which have appeared as 


unreaſonable and abſurd, as if all the Preparations 
ſor ſecuring one Part of a Ship in a Storm were to 


be cenſured as a Contrivance to ſink the Reſt. I 
pray Gop, to give to all his Miniſters and People, 
more and more of the Spirit, of Wiſdom, and of 
Love, and of a Sound Mind; and to remove far from 
us thoſe mutual Feal:ujies and - Animoſities, which 


binder our acting with that Unanimity which is 


neceſfary in order to the ſucceſsful carrying on 9 
our common Warfare againſt the Enemies of Chrifti- 
anity, We may be ſure, theſe Enemies will never 
fail to make their own Advantage of our multiplied 
Diviſions, and ſevere Conteſts with each other: But 
they muſt neceſfarily loſe both their Ground and 
their Influence, ia Proportion to the Degree, in 
which the Energy of Cbriſtian Principles is felt, to 
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ferent Method; a Second Eiition of th% Sermons, is 


_ this Treatiſe in O#av), for ſuch as rather chuſe to 


| ſome of the Sentences, and to put my Meaning into 


. Kill. 
unite and transform the Hearts of thoſe by whom 
they are profeſſed. eee e n 


| I Take this Opportunity of ad ling, that as this 
Treatiſe may be looked upon as the Sequel of my 
Sermons on Regeneration, tho' in ſomething of a dif- 


now publiſhed (in Compliance with the Requeſt of 
many of my Friende,) in the ſame Form and Size 
with this Book, I have been ſolicitous to make 
them both as cheap as poſſible, that I may fall in with 
the charitable Deſigns of thoſe who may propoſe to 
give them away. There is however an Edision of 


have it in a larger Character and fairer Form, 


I rave ſtudied the greateſt plainne/s of ſpeech, 
that the loweſt of my Readers, may, if poſſible, be 
able to underitand every Word; and J hope, Per- 
ſons of a more elegant Taſte and refined Education 
will pardon what appeared to me ſo neceſſary a Piece 
of Charity. Such a Care in Practical iV ritings ſeems 
one important Inſtance of that h:nouring all Men, 
which our amiable and condeſcending Religion teaches 

us: And I have been particularly ebliged to my 
worthy Patron, for what he hath done to ſhorten 


plainer and more familiar Words. Yet I dare ſay, 
the World will not ſuſpect it of having contracted 
any Impropriety or Inelegance of Language, by 
paſſing through the Hands of Dr. WaTTs. : 


I Mus add one Remark here, which TI heartily 
wiſh I had not omitted in the firſt Eiition, vi. 
'T hat tho? I do in this Book conſider my Reader as 
ſucceſſively in a great Variety of ſuppoſed Circum- 
ſtances, beginning with thoie of a thoughtlefs ſinner, 
and leading him thro? ſeveral Stages of, Canviction, 
Terror, &c. as what may be previous to his ſincerely 
| SE accepting 


accepting the Goſpel, and devoting himſelf to the 
Service of Gop; yet I would by no means be 
thought to inſinuate, that every one, who is brought 
to that happy Reſolution, arrives at it thro' tnoſe 
pa: ticular fteps, or feels Agitations of Mind equal 
in Degree to thoſe I have deſcribed. Some Senſe of 
Sin, and ſome ſerious and humbling Apprehenſion 
of our Danger and Miſery in Conſequence of it, 


muſt indeed. be neceſſary, to diſpoſe us: to receive 


the Grace of the Goſpel, and the Saviour who is 
there exhibited to our Faith. But Gop is pleaſed 
ſometimes to begin the Work of his Grace on the 


_ Heart, almoſt from the firſt Dawning of Reaſon, 


and to carry it on by ſuch gentle and inſenſible De- 


grees, that very excellent Perſons, who have made 


the moſt eminent Attainments in the Divine Life, 
| have been unable to recount any remarkable Hiſ. 
| tory of their Converſion : And fo far as I can learn, 
this is moſt frequently the Cafe with thoſe of them, 
who have enjoyed the Benefits of a pious Education, 
when it has not been ſucceeded by a vicious and 
licentious Youth. Gop forbid therefore, that any 
ſuch ſhould be ſo inſenſible of their own Happineſs, 
as to fall into Perplexity with relation to theic 
Spiritual State, for Want of being able to trace ſuch 
a Riſe of Religion in their Minds, as it was neceſlary 
on my Plan for me to deſcribe, and exemplify 
here.——T have ſpoken my Sentiments on this Head 


ſo fully in the VIIIth of my Sermons on Regeneration, 


that I think none who has read and remembers the 
general Contents of it, can be in Danger of miſtaking 

my Meaning here. But as it is very poſſible, this 

Book may fall into the Hands of many, who have 

not read the other, and have no Opportunity of 
conſulting it, I thought it proper to inſert this Caution 
in the Preface to this; and I am much obliged to that 

worthy and excellent Perſon, who kindly reminded 
me ot the Expediency of doing it. ee 
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I concLUDE with deſiring my Friends to for- 
give the neceſſar; Interruption which this Work has 
given to the Third Volume of my Family Expoſitor, 
which Jam now ſending to the Preſs as faſt as I 


can, and hope to publiſh it in leſs than a Year, 
To this Volume I have referred ſeveral additional 


Notes, and the Indexes, which are neceſſary to ren- 
der the former Volumes compleat; having deter- 
mined to add nothing to the Second Edition, which 


ſhould depreciate the former. I do not think it ne- 


ceſſary to trouble my Friends with a new Subſcrip- 
tion ; taking it for granted, that few who were 


pleafed with the other part of the Work, will fail 


of perfecting the Set on the Hi/torical Booksof the 
New Testament. When my Expoſition on the Epiſ- 
tolary Part may be compleated, Gop only knows. 
I will proceed in it as faſt as the other Duties of my 


Station will permit; and I earneſtly beg, that if my 


Readers find Edification and Advantage by any of 
my Writings, that they would in Return offer a 


Prayer for me, that God may carry me on, in that 


most important Labour of my Pen, under the remark- 
able Tokens of His Guidance and Blcfling, 
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1 he IntroduQion to the Wor . with lende. 


gencral Account ol! its Dette | 
LE TE a ; , 


That true Religion i is very rare, appears from comparing . 
the Nature of it with the * ver and Chara#ers of Men” 
around us, F The Want of it, Matter of Juſt 3 
Lamentation, &. 3.3 Fo May this Evil; is the Defegn” * 
of the enſuing Treatiſe: g. 4. To which therefore, the ' | | 
Author earneftly beſpeaks the Attention of the Reater, * 
His own Heart is deeply interefted in it, g. 5, 6. A Ge- 
nora Plan of the Wort; of which the Fifteen fi ft Chap- 
ters relate chieſy io the Risk of Religion, and the remaiu- 
ing Chapters 10 its PROGRESS. F. 7.— 12. The Chapter a 
concludes with a Prayer, for the Succeſs of the W ork, 


§. 1. Wg we look round about us with an 

3 | attentive Eye, and conſider the Cha- 

racters and Purſuits of Men, we 
plainly ſee, that tho? in the original Conſtitution of their 
Natures, they only, of all the Creatures that dwell on the | 
Face of the Earth, be capable of Religion, yet many of them J 
ſhamefully negle& Its And he bo different Notions | > 
WET | 2 „„ 


do * © 
<4 5.44 9 


— 


wy Religion not an univerſal Thing, Chap. 1, 

People may entertain of what they call Religion, all 
mult agree in owning, that it is very far from being an 

_ Gniver ſal thing. | | rs 


$. 2. ReL1G10N, in its moſt general View, is ſuch a 


_ Senſe of Gop on the Soul, and ſuch a Conviction of our 
Obligations to Him, and of our Dependence upon Him, 
as ſhall engage us to make it our great Care, to conduct 
ourſelves in a Manner, which we have Reaſon to believe 
will be pleaſing to Him. Now when we have given this 
plain Account of Religion, it is by no Means neceſſary, 
that we ſhould ſearch among the Savages of the African 
or American Nations, to find Inſtances of thoſe who are 
Strangers to it. When we view the Conduct of the Ge- 
nerality of People at Home, in a Chrifiian and Protefant 


Nation, in a Nation whoſe Obligations to Gop have been 
| ſingular, almoſt beyond thoſe of any other People under 


Heaven, will any one preſume to ſay, that Religion has 
an univerfal Reign among us? Will any one ſuppoſe, 
that it prevails in every Life ? that it reigns in every 
Heart ? Alas, the avowed Infidelity, the Prophanation 
of the Name and Day of Gov, the Drunkenneſs, the 


Lewdneſs, the Injuſtice, the Falſchood, the Pride, the 


Prodigality, the baſe Selfiſhneſs, and ſtupid Inſenſibility 
of the Spiritual and Eternal Intefeſts of themſelves and 


others, which ſo generally appear among us, loudly pro- 


claim the contrary. So that one would imagine upon 
this View, that Thouſands and ten Thouſands thought 
the Neple&, and even the Contempt of Religian, were a 
Glory, rather than a Reproach. And where is the-Neigh- 
bourhood, where is the Society, where is the happy Fa- 
mily, (eonſiſting of any conſiderable Number) in which 
on a more exaq Examination, we find Reaſon to ſay, 
“Religion fills even this little Circle.“ There is per- 


haps, a Freedom from any groſs and ſcandalous Immora- 
lities, an external Decency of Behaviour, an Attendance: 


on the outward Forms of Worſhip in Publick, and (+ers 


4d there) in the Family; yet amidſt all this, there is 
nothing which looks like the genuine Aclings of the Spi- 


ritual and Divine Life. There is no Appearance of 


Love to Gop, no Reverence for his Preſence, no Defire | 


of his Favours as the highefl Good: There is no cordial 
' Belief of c Geſpel Salvation; no cager in; to 
| | efcaps 


Chap. 1. The Want of it to be greatly wait: 3 | 


eſcape that Condemnation which we have 1 incurred b Sins 
no hearty Concern to ſecure that Eternal Life, which 
Cur1sT has purchaſed and ſecured for his People, and 
which he freely promiſes to all who will receive him. 
Alas ! whatever the Love of a Friend, or even of a Pa- 
rent can do: ever Inclination there may be, to hope 
all Things, and believe all Things, the moſt favourable ; - 
Evidence to the contrary will force itſelf upon the Mind, 
and extort the unwilling Concluſion; that, whatever elſe 5 
may be amiable in this dear F iend, in that favorite 
Child, Religion dwells not in its Breaſt.“ 
$. 3. To a Heart that firmly believes the Ge/pel, avd 
views Perſons and Things in the lightof Eternity, this 
is one of the moſt mourn ful Conſiderations in the World, 
And indeed to ſuch a one, all the other Calamities and 
Evils of Human Nature appear Trifles, when compared 
with this; the Abſence of rea! Religion, and that Con- 
trariety to it which reigns in ſo many Thouſands of 
Mankind. Let his be cured, and all the other Evils will 
eaſily be borne: nay, Good will be extracted out of them. 
But if this cor tinue, it ige forth Fruit unto Death (a); 
and in Conſequence of it, Multitudes, who ſhare the 
Entertainments of an indulgent Providence with us, and 
are at leaſt allied to us by the Bond of the ſame common 
Nature, muſt in a few Years be ſwept away into «ter 
Deſtruction, and be plunged beyond Redemption: into 
everlaſting Burning. | 
9.4. I vove'T not, but there are many, under thoſe 
various Forms of Religious Profeſſion, which have ſo un- 
happily divided us in this Nation, who are not only la- 
menting this in publick, if their Office in Life calls them 
to an Opportunity of doing it; but are likewiſe mourn- 
ing before Gop in Secret, under a Senſe of this ſad State 
of Things; and who can appeal to him that {arches all 
Hearts, as to the Sincerity of their Deſires to revive the 
languiſhing Cauſe of vital Chrifianity and ſubſtantial 
Piety. And, among. the reſt, the Author of this Treatiſe 
may with Confidence ſay, It is this which animates him 
to the preſent Attempt, in the midſt of ſo many other 
Cares and Labours. For this, he is willing to lay aſide 
many of thoſe curious Amuſements in Science which 


might 


6) Rem. vii, 3. 
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wight ſuit his own private Taſte, and perhaps open a 
this, he is willing to wave the laboured Ornaments of 
of the loweſt Part of Mankind. For. this, he would en- 
deavour to convince the Judgment, and to reach the 

ever may at random throw it out upon the Occaſion, he 
would, as it were, enter-with you into your. Cloſet, from 
well as Seriouſaeſs, would diſcourſe to you of the great 

Things which he has learnt from the Chriſtian Revela- 


without Religion, you may be now awakened to the 


and Importance; or that if you ate already, thro' Di- 


attentive Hearing. He 1ntreats, that theſe Addreſſes, and 
| theſe Meditations, may be peruſed at Leiſure, and be 


unneceſſary Pain to the meaneſt Creature on the Face df 


4 The Aube 5 Diſn 16 e Sh Chap. 1. 
Way to ſome Reputation in the learned World. For 


Speech, that he may, if poſlible, deſcend to the Capacity 


Heart of every Reader : And, in a Word, for this, 
without any Dread of the Name of an Enthufiaft, whos 


Day to Day ; and, with all Plainneſs and Freedom, as 


tion, and on which he aſſuredly knows your everlaſting 
Happipeſs to depend: That if you hitherto have lived 


Conſideration of it, and may be inſtructed in its Nature 


vine Grace, experimentally acquainted with it, you may 
be aſſiſted to make a farther Progreſs. 

. 5. Bur he earneſtly intreats this Favour of you, 
that as it is plainly a ſerious By Auel we are entering up- 
on, you would be pleaſed to give him a ſerious and an 


zought over in Retirement; and that you would do him 
and yourſelf the Juſtice, to believe the Repreſentations 
which are here made, and the Warnings which are here 
ven, to proceed from Sincerity and Love; from an 
Haas which. would not deſignedly give one Moments 


the Earth, and much leſs to any Human Mind, If he be 
importunate, it is, becauſe he at leaſt imagines, that there 
is juſt Reaſon for it; and fears, leſt amidſt the Multi- 
tudes, who are undone by the utter Neglect of Religion, 
and among thoſe who are greatly damaged for Want of a 
more reſolute and conſtant Attendance to it, this may be 
the Caſe of ſome into whoſe Hands this Treatiſe may fall. 

§. 6. He is a Barbarian, and deſerves not to be called 
a Man, who can look upon the Sorrows of his Fellow- 
Creatures without drawing out his Seal unto them, and 


wiſhing | 


4... 


4 - 
v 1 . - : 
_ 18 "# © : 


%hap., 1 The Happineſs of ſucceeding in it. 8 
viſhing, at leaſt, that it were in the Power- of his Hand 
o help them. Surely Earth would be an Heaven to that 
Man, who could go about from Place to Place ſcattering 
appineſs where ſoever he came, though it were only the 
zody that he were capable of relieving, and tho? he could 
mpart nothing better than the Happineſs of a mortal 
ife, But the Happinels riſes, in proportion to the Na- 
are and Degree of the Good which he imparts. Ha "= 
py, are we ready to ſay, were thoſe honoured Servants of - 
-briſt, who, in the early Days of his Church, were the 
cnevolent and ſympathizing Inſtruments of conveying 
iraculous Healing to thoſe whoſe Caſes ſeemed deſpe- 
ate; who poured in upon the blind and the Deaf the 
eaſures of Light and Sound, and called up the Dead to 
he Powers of Adion and Enjoy ment. But this is an Ho- 
jour and Happineſs, which it is not fit for Gos com- 
nonly to beſtow on mortal Men. Yet there have been 
n every Ape, and bleſſed be his Name, there ſtill ars 
hoſe, whom he has condeſcended to make his Inftruments 
n conveying nobler and more lalting Bleſſings than theſe 

to their Fellow-Creatures, Death hath long ſince veiled” 
he Eyes, and ſtopped the Ears of thoſe, who were the 
dubjeAs of miraculous Healing, and recovered its Empire 
ver thoſe who were once recalled from the Grave. But 
he Souls who are prevailed upon to receive the Goſpel, 
ive for ever, Gop has owned the Labours of his faith- 
ful Miniſters in every Age, to produce theſe bleſſed Ef- 
bt and ſome of them being dead, yet ſpeak (b) with 
Power and Succeſs in this important Cauſe. Wonder 
pot then, if living and dying, be ambirious of this 
Honour; and if my Mouth be Reh opened, where I can 
tuly ſay, my Heart is enlarged c). 

9. 7. In forming my general Plan I have been ſolici- 
tous, that this little Treatiſe might, if poſlible, be uſeful 
oall i its Readers, and contain ſomething ſuitable to each. 
will therefore rake the Man and the Chrif:an, in a 
great Variety of Ciratmflantes. I wil firſt ſuppoſe my- 
lelf add reibe to one of the iſt Number of hav; b. 
reatures, Who have hitherto been utterly unconcerned 
about Religion; and will try what can be done, by all 
Plainneſs and Earneſtneſs of Addrels, to arbaſten Din 


e 355 from 
(b) Hebr. xi. 4 fc) 2 Cor. vis iis 


A general Plan of the Work. Chap. 1. 

from this fatal Lethargy, to a Care, (Chap 2.) and af. 
fectionate and an immediate Care, about it. (Chap. 3.) 1M of 
will labour to fix a deep and awful Conbiction of Cuil in 
upon his Conſcience, (Chap. 4.) and to firip him of bis req 
vain Excuſes and his flattering Hopes. (Chap. 5.) I will 0 
read to him, Oh! that I could fix on his Heart, that SerM me; 
Fence, that dreadful Sentence, which a Righteors and auf will 
Almighty God hath denounced againſt him, as a Sinner;Magai 

| (Chap. 6.) and endeavour to ſhew him, in how helply/ i 
_ Srate he lies under this Condemnation, as to any Capa- 
city he has of delivering himſelf, (Chap. 7.) But I dono 
mean to leave any in fo terrible a Situation: I will joy. 
Fully proclaim he glad Tidings of Pardon and Salvation 
Chrift Feſus our Lord, which is all the Support and Con- 
fidence of my own Soul: (Chap. 8.) And then I will giy 
ſome general View of the Way, by which this Salvatit 
is to be obtained: (Chap. 9.) wrging the Sinner to accep 
of it, as affectionately as l can; (Chap 10.) tho? nothing 
can be ſufficiently pathetic, where, as in this Matter 
the Life of an immortal Soul is in queſtion. — 
$. 8. Too probable it is, that /me will, after all this 

re main inſenſible; and therefore, that their ſad Caſe ma 
not incumber the folowing Articles, I ſhall here ale 
 folenin Leave of them : (Chap. 11.) And then ſhall tun 
and addreſs myſelf, as compaſſionately as I can, to a mol 
contrary Character: I mean to a Soul overwhelmed witli 

a Senſe ot the greatneſs of its Sins, and trembling ung 
der the Burthen, as if there were zo more Hope for bit 

in GOD, (Chap. 12.) And that nothing may be omit 
ted, which may give folid Feace te the troubled Spirit 

J ſhall endeavour to guide its Enquiries as to the Evidenc 
of ſincere Repentance and Faith ; (Chap. 13., which wi 
be farther illuſtrated by a more particular View of thi 
feveral Branches of the Cbriſiian Temper, ſuch as ma 
ſerve at once to aſſiſt the Reader in judging what be i 
and to ſhew him at be ſhould labour to be. | (Cha 
14.) This will naturally lead to a View of the Need u 
have of the Jr fluences of the bleſſed Spirit, to aflilt us! 
the important and dificult Work of the Hue Chrifiu : 
and of the Enccuragement we have te bope for ihereque 


Divine Afiflances, (Chap, 15.) In an humble F.. ath, 
| | en 


—m—— — 


Chap. 1. A general Planof the Wok 7 
dence on which, -I ſhall then enter on the Confideration 11 
of ſeveral Caſes which often occur in the Chriftian Life, = | 
in which particular Addreſſes to the Conſcience may be . 
tequifts ee ue flllll .. 1 
$. 9. As ſome particular Difficulties and Diſcourage -. 
ments attend the firfl Entrance on a religious Courſe, it 
will here be our firſt Care te animate the young Convert 8 
againſt them. (Chap. 16.) And that it may be dons , Wt 
more effeQually, I ſhall urge a folemn Dedication of him- | * 
ſelf to God; (Chap. 17.) to be confirmed by entering _ 
into the full Communion of the Church by an Approach = 
» the Sacred Table. (Chap. 18.) That theſe Engagements. 1 
may be more happily fulfilled, we ſhall endeavour to 1 
draw a more particular Plan of that devout, regular, and HK 
accurate Courſe, which ought daily to be attended to: 1 
(Chap. 19.) And becauſe the Idea will probably riſe ſo 
much higher, than what is the general Practice, even of 
Good Men, we ſhall endeavour to perſuade the Reader to 
make the Attempt, hard as it may ſeem ; (Chap. 20.) and 
all caution him againſt various Temptations, which might. 
atherwiſe draw him aſide to Negligence and Sin. (Ch. 21.) _— 
§. 10 Hayy will it be for the Reader, if theſe Ex- Wl 
Whortations and Cautions be attended to with becoming | 
Regard ; but as it is, alas, too probable, that notwith- 
anding all, the Infirmities of Nature will ſometimes 


vitiWprevail, we ſhall conſider the Caſe of Deadne/s and Lau- 
unvor in Religion, which often ſteals upon us by inſenſible 
hit 


Degrees; (Chap. 22.) from whence there is too eaſy a | | bl 
Paſſage to that terrible one of @ Return into known and 168 
Wclibcrate Sin, (Chap. 23.) And as the one or the other 1 
ff theſe tends, in a proportionable Degree, to proveke. KU 
the Bleſſed God 1 hide his Face, and his injured Spzrit N 
= whdrew, that melancholy Condition will be taken {1 
nto a particular Survey. (Chap. 24.) I fhall then take 
be i Notice alſo of the Caſe of great and heavy Affiidtions in 
C Life; (Chop. 25) a Diſcipline which the beſt of Men 
cd Wiave Reaſon to expect, eſpecially when they backſide 
us from Gop, and yield to their Spiritual Enemies. 80 = 
ili 5. 11. InsTANCEs of this Kind, will, I fear, be tov 9 "il 
theiFrequent ; yer, I truſt, there will be many others, whoſe | 
Jepei 4%, lde the eawning Light, will foine more and more 
gen e 5 1 1 


8 MA general Plan g the Wark. Chap. 1. 
from this fatal Lethargy, to a Care, (Chap 2.) and af. 


will labour to fix a deep and awful Conviction of Guilt 


read to him, Oh! that I could fix on his Heart, that Sen- 
Fence, that dreadful Sentence, which a Righteors and an 
State he lies under this Condemnation, as to any Capa- 
 Chrift Feſus our Lord, which is all the Support and Con- 
it, as affectionately as | can ; (Chap 10.) tho! nothing 
the Life of an immortal Soul is in queſtion. 


remain inſenfible ; and therefore, that their ſad Caſe may 


contrary Character: I mean to a Soul overwhelmed witl 


I ſhall endeavour to guide its Enquiries as to the Evidenc 


| ſerve at once to aſſiſt the Reader in judging what he ig 


the important and dificult Work of the ue Chrifiia 
and of ihe Frceuragement we have to bope for thei 


fectionate and an immediate Care, about it. (Chap. 3.) [ 


upon his.Conſcience, (Chap. 4.) and to ſtrip him of his 
vain Excuſes and his flattering Hopes. (Chap. 5.) I will 


Almighty God hath denounced againſt him, as a Sinner; 
(Chap. 6.) and endeavour to ſhew him, in how helple/ a 


city he has of delivering himſelf; (Chap. 7.) But I do not 
mean to leave any in ſo terrible a Situation : I will joy. 
fully proclaim the glad Tidings of Pardon and Salwation by 


fidence of my own Soul : (Chap. 8.) And then I will give 
ſome general View of the Way, by which this Salvation 
is to be obtained: (Chap. g.) wrging the Sinner 70 accept 


can be ſufficiently pathetic, where, as in this Matter, 


$. 8. Too probable it is, that eme will, after all this 


not incumber the folowing Articles, I ſhall here tale « 
felenn Leave of them: (Chap. 11.) And then ſhall turn 
and addreſs myſelf, as compaſſionately as I can, to a mol 


a Senſe ot the greatneſs of its Sins, and trembling un 
der the Burthen, as if there were zo more Hope for hin 
in GOD, (Chap. 12.) And that nothing may be omit 
ted, which may give folid Peace te the troubled Spirit 


of ſincere Repentance and Faith ; (Chap. 13., which wi 
be farther illuſtrated by a more particular View of the 
feveral Branches of the Cbriſtian Temper, ſuch as mai. 


and to ſhew him aaf be ſhould Iabour to be. (Chap 
14.) This will naturally lead to a Vicw of the Need u 
have of the Jr fluences of the bleſſed Spirit, to aſſiſt us 1 


Divine fflances, (Chap, 15.) In an humble Dep 
e ' =" 


Chap, 1. A general Planof the Wok © 7 
dence on which, L ſhall then enter on the Confideration 
of ſeveral Caſes which often occur in the Chriftian Life, 
in which particular Addreſſes to the Conſcience may be 
requiſite and uſeful. 5 . 
$. 9. As ſome particular Difficulties and Diſcouragee 
ments attend the firfl Entrance on a religious Courſe, it 
will here be our firſt Care fe animate the young Con vert 
Wl againſt them. (Chap. 16.) And that it may be done 
more effectually, I ſhall urge a /olemn Dedication of him- 
8 {cif to God; (Chap. 17.) to be confirmed by entering 
tinto the full Communion of the Church by an Approach“ 
-I the Sacred Table. (Chap. 18.) That theſe Engagements, 
may be more happily fulfilled, we ſhall endeavour to 
1-H draw @ more particular Plan of that devout, regular, and 
Ml accurate Ceurſe, which ought daily to be attended to: 
Wl (Chap. 19.) And becauſe the Idea will probably riſe ſo - 
pe much higher, than what is the general Practice, even of 
2 Good Men, we ſhall endeavour to perſuade the Reader to 
nate the Attempt, hard as it may ſeem ; (Chap. 20.) and 
ſhall caution him againſt weros Temptations, which might 
atherwiſe draw him aſide to Negligenceand Sin. (Ch. 21.) 
d. 10 Har will it be for the Reader, if theſe Ex- 
e hortations and Cautions be attended to with becoming 
urn Regard; but as it 1s, alas, too probable, that notwith- 
ſtanding all, the Infirmities of Nature will ſometimes 
prevail, we ſhall conſider the Caſe of Deadueſi and Lar- 
guor in Religion, which often ſteals upon us by inſenſible 
Degrees; (Chap. 22.) from whence there is too eaſy a 
Paſſage to that terrible one of @ Return into known and 
dcliberate Sin, (Chap. 23.) And as the one or the other 
of theſe tends, in a proportionable Degree, to provoke. 
the Bleſſed God 10 hide his Face, and his injured Spirit 
% wthdraw, that melancholy Condition will be taken 
na into a particular Survey. (Chap. 24.) I fhall then take 
he i Notice alſo of the Caſe of great and heavy Affiidtions in 
ChapLite ; (Chap. 25) a Diſcipline which the beſt of Men 
ed wave Reaſon to expect, eſpecially when they backfide 
from Gop, and yield to their Spiritual Enemies. EEE 
d. 11. INSTANcEs of this Kind, will, I fear, be tos 
iheſſhfrequent; yet, I truſt, there will be many others, whoſe 
depen %, lite the daauning Light, will Sire more and more 
genc Cs 2 . wilt 
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8 4 "BS Plan of the mit.. 0 hap rs 
until the fen fect Day (d). And therefore we ſhall endea- 


vour in the beſt Manner we can, to afliſt the CHriſtias 


in paſſing a true Judgment on the Grewth of Grace in his 
Heart ; (Chap. 26.) as we had done before in judging 


of its Sincerity. And as nothing conduces more to the 


Advance of Grace, than the lively Exerciſe of Love to 
God, and a holy Joy in him, we ſhall here remind the 
real Chriſtian of thole Mercies which tend to excite that 
Love and Foy ; (Chap. 27.) and, in the Views of them, 
to animate him to thoſe vigorous Efforts of Uſefulneſs in 

Life, which ſo well become his Character, and will have 
fo happy an Efficacy on brightning his Crown, (Chap. 28) 


Suppoſing him to ad accordingly, we ſhall then labour 


to illuſtrate and aſſiſt zhe Delight, with which he may bool 


forward to the awful Solemnities of Death and Judgment : 


(Chap. 29.) And ſhall cloſe the Scene by accompanying 
him, as it were, to the neareſt Corfines of that dark Val. 


Jy, thro? which he is to paſs to Glory; giving him ſuch 


Directions, as may ſeem moſt ſubſervient to his honouring 


Gos, and adorning Religion, by his dying Behaviour, 


(Chap. 30) Nor am I without a pleaſing Hope, that, thro' 


_ the divine Bleſſing and Grace, I may be in ſome Inſtances 


ſo ſucceſsful, as to leave thole 7riumphing in the Views of 
Judgment and Eternity, and glorifying Gop by a truly 
Chriſtian Lite and Death, whom I found zrembling in the 
Apprehenſions of tutme Miſery ; or perhaps, in a much 
more dangerous and miſerable Circumſtance than that; 


I mean, entirely forgetting the Proſpect, and ſunk into 


the moſt ſtupid Inſenſibiliy of thoie Things, for an At- 
tendance to which the Human Mind was formed, and in 


Compariſon of which, all the Puriuns of this tranſitory 
Life are emptier than Wind, and lighter than a Feather. | 


F. 12. SUCH a Variety of Heads muſt, to be ture, be 


| handled but bricfly, as we intend to bring them within 


the Eulk of a moderate Velvume. I ſhall not, therefore, 


diſcuſs them, as a Preacher might properly. do in Ser- 


mons, in which the Truths of Religion are profeſiedly to 


be explained and taught, defended and improved, in 4 


wide Variety, and long Detail of Propoſitions, as. 
ments, Objections, Replies, and Interences, marſhall'd 


Ad) Prov. iv. 18. 


- 


and 


£ 


Chap' . A Prayer for its Succeſs, . 
and number'd under their diſtinct Generals. I ſhall here 
ſgeak in a looſer and freer Manner, as a Friend to a 
Friend, juſt as I would do, if I were to be in Perſon ad- 

mitted to a private Audience, by one whom I tenderly 
loved, and whoſe Circamſtances and Character, I knew 
to be like that, which the T:z/: of one Chapter or another 
of this Treatiſe deſcribes. And when I have diſcourſed 
with him a little while, which will ſeldom be ſo long as 
Half an Hour; I (hall, as it were, ſtep aſide, and leave 
him to meditate on What he has heard, or endeayour to 
aſſiſt him in ſuch fervent Addreſſes to Gov, as it may be 
proper to mingle with thoſe Meditations. In the mean 
Time, I will here take the Liberty to pray over my 
Reader and my Work; and to commend it ſolemnly to 
the Divine Blefling, in Token of my deep Conviction of 
an entire Dependence upon it. And Jam well perſuaded, 

that S2ntiments like theſe are common, in the general, 

to 3 Faitgful Min, Mer, to every real Chr . 
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dPraver for the Succeſs of this Work in 8 the 
RT Riſe and Progreſs of Religion. 


H T To great Eternal Original, and Author of 
« all created Being and Happineſs! I adore 
Thee who haſt made Man a Creature capable of Re- 
ligion, and haſt beſtowed this Digauy and Felicity up- 
on our Nature, that it may be taught to fay, ere 
is GOD our Maker (e)? I lament that Degeneracy. 
ſpread over the whole Human Race, which has turned 
our Glory into Shame (f), and has render'd the Forget- 
“ fulneſs of Gop unnatural as it is) ſo common, and 
TY ſo univerſal a Diſeaſe. Holy Father, we know it is 
be MW © Thy Preſence, and Thy teaching alone, that can re- 
hin Ml © claim thy wandering Children ; can impreſs a Senſe 
of Divine Things on the Heart, and render that Senſe 
der- © lalting and effettual. From T hee proceed all good. 
o © Purpoſes and Defires ; and this Deſire above all, of- 
ina Wl diffuſing Wiſdom, Piety and Happineſs in this World, . 
„ which (tho? ſunk in ſuch deep Apoſtacy) Thing infi- 
d“ nite Mercy has not utterly forſaken. 


B 3 „Tnor 
(e) Job xxxv. 18, f) Hot. iv. 7. 
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= | Chap 5 x, 


«0 Tron Inowef, O Lon p, the Hearts of the Children 
« of Men (g); and an upright Soul, in the midſt of 
* all the Cenſures and Suſpicions it may meet with, re. 
cc, Joices in thine intimate Knowledge of its moſt ſecret 
& Sentences and P:inciples of Action. Thou knoweſt 
% the Sincerity and Fervency, with which Thine wnwore 


„ thy Servant deſires to ſpread the Knowledge of Thy 
. & Name, and the Savour of Thy Goſpel, among all to 


*© whom this Work may reach. Thou knoweſt, that hadit 


„ thou given him an Abundance of this World, it would 
$ have been in his Eſteem, the nobleſt Pleaſure that 
& Abundance could have afforded, to have been Thine 
Almoner, in diſtributing thy Bounties to the Indigent 
and Neceſſitous, and ſo cauſing the ſorrowful Heart to 
rejoice in thy Goodneſs, diſpenſed thro' his Hands/ 
Thou knowelt, that hadſt Thou given him, either by 
ordinary or extraordinary Methods, the Gifts of Heal- 
ing, it would have been his daily Delight, to relieve 

the Pains, the Maladies, and the Infirmities of Men's 
Bodies; to have ſeen the languiſhing Countenance, 
brightened by returning Health and Chearfulneſs; and 


«©. much more to have beheld the roving diſtracted Mind, 


©* reduced to Calmneſs and Serenity, in the Exerciſe of 
its rational Faculties. Yet happier, far happier will 
* he think himſelf, in thoſe humble Circumſtances, in 
which Thy Providence hath placed him, if thou vouch - 
*% ſafe to honour Theſe his feeble Endeavours, as the 
% Means of relieving and enriching Men's Minds; of 
v* recovering them from the Madneſs of a ſinful State, 


and bringing back Thy reaſonable Creatures to the 
% Knowledge, the Service, and the Enjoyment of their 


% God; or of improving thoſe, who are already reduced. 
< O mar it have that bleſſed Influence on the Perſon 


«© whoſoever he be, that is now reading theſe Lines, 


& and on all who may read or hear them! Let not my 
« LORD be angry, if I preſume to aſk, That however 
« weak and contemptible this Work may ſeem in the 


 «& Eyes of the Children of this World, and however 


„ i mperfed it really be, as well as the Author of it un- 
„ worthy, it may nevertheleſs live before Thee , and 
| | | 9 46 this! 

ts) 2 Chron, vi. 30. N 


| Chap. 1. Baceſs of this Wark. : -” 


„ thro' a divine Power, be mighty to produce the Riſe 
« and Progreſs of Religion in the Minds of Maltitudes 
« in diſtant Places, add in Generations yet to come ! 
„% [mpute it not, O God, as a culpable Ambition, if I 
« -defire, that whatever becomes of my Name, about 
* which I would not loſe one Thought before Thee, 
„this Work, to which l am now applying myſelf in 
„% Thy. Strength, may be compleated and propagated 
« far Abroad ; that i it may reach to thoſe that are yet 
„ unborn, and teach them Thy Name and Thy Praiſe, 
© when the Author has long dwelt in the Duſt : That 
c ſo when he ſhall appear before Thee in the great Day 
ce of final Account, his Joy may be increaſed, and his 
© Crown brightened, by Numbers before anknown to | 
& each other, and to him! Bat if zhis Petition be too 
& great to be granted to one, who pretends no Claim, 
* but Thy Sovereign Grace, to hope for being favour- 
«© ed with the leaſt, give him t» be in Thine Almighty 
„Hand the bleſſed Iuſtrument of Converting and oav= 
ing one Soul: And if it be but one, and that the weak- 
e eit and meaneſt of thoſe who are capabie of receiving 
« this Addreſs, it all be molt thankfully accepted as 
%a rich Recompenſe for all the Thought and Labour 
« jt may coſt ; and though it ſhould be amidſt a Thou- 
“ ſand Diſappointments with reſpect to others, yet it 
* hall be the Subject of immortal Songs of Praile ta 
% Thee, O bleſſed Gop, for and by every Soul, whom, 
„ thro' the Blood of Jeſus and the Grace of thy Spirit, 
© Thou halt ſaved ; and everlaſting 5 ſhali be 
e aſcribed to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
by the innumerable Company of Angels, and by the Gene- 
* ral Afembly and Church of the Fi ſi-boru in 10 ven. „ 
Amen. 


& ce 


CHAP. II. 
The Careleſs Sinner nh Sac. 


777 is too oy 1 0 able a Caſt, ha this Treatiſe may come int 
ſuch Hands : F. I, 2. Since many, not groſsly vicious, 
fall under that Character. F. 3. 4. 4 more particular 
Iliuſtration of this Caſe, with an Appeal to the Reader, 
args it be not his own, F. 5, 6. Expoftulation with 
ſuch; F. 7.9. Mere particularly, (1.) From at» 
e Principles, relating to the Nature of GOD, 
his univerſal ' Preſence, Agency, and Perfection. F. 10, 
— 12. (2.) From a View of Perſona! Obligations t 

n., . (3:) From the Danger of this Neglect, 
when conſidered in its Aspect on a . EE; State, F. 14. 
An Appeal to the Conſcience as already convinced, F. I;. 
Tranfition to the Subject of the next Chapter. F. 16. 
The Meditation of a Sinner, who having been long 
e begins to be awakened. 


F. 1. HAMEFULLY and fatally as "patties 1s 
| neglected in the World, yet bleſſed be Gop 
it has ſome ſincere Diſciples ; Children of Wiſe lom, by 
whom, even in this fooliſh and degenerate Age, it i 
Juſtiſied (a); who having, by Divine Grace, been brought 
to the Knowledge of GOD in Chrift, have faithfully de- 
voted their Hearts to him, and by a natural Conle- 
quence are devoting their Lives to his Service. Could [ 
be fure this Treatiſe would fall into no Hands but thens, 
my Work would be ſhorter, eaſier, and pleaſanter, 
F. 2. Bur among the Thouſands that neglect reli- 
gion, it is more than poſfible, that ſome of my Readers 
may be included: And J am ſo deeply affected with their 


unhappy Caſe, that the Temper of my Heart, as well as 


the s pp Metnod of my Subjet, leads me in the firit 
| Pace 
{a) Matt. ix. 19. 


Tower aud Grece of Chriſt : 


Chap. 21 "who 4 are - not ot grofely wiciouss | 13 


Place to addreſs myſelf to OS; to apply to every one 
of them; and therefore to yow, 0 Reader, whoever you 
are, who may come under the Denomination of a care- 
leſs Sinner. 
Be not, I beſeech you, angry at the Name. 
The Phyſficians of Souls muſt ſpeak plainly, or they may 
murder thoſe whom they ſhould cure. I would make 
no harſh and unzeaſonable Suppoſition. I would charge 
you with notking wore, than is abſolutely neceſſary to 
convince you, that you are the Perſon to whom 1 ipeak. 
I will not, therefore, imagine you to be a prophane and 
abandoned Profligate, I will.not ſuppoſe, that you al- 
low yourſelf to blaſpheme Gop, to diſhonour his Name, 
by cuſtomary Swearing, or groſsly to violate his Sabbath, 
or commonly to neglect the Solemnities of his publick 
Worſhip: I will not imagine that you have injured 
your Neighbours, in their Lives, their Chaſtity, or their 


Poſſeſſions, either by Violence, or by Fraud; or that you 


have ſcandalouſly debaſed the rational Nature of Man, 
by that vile [ntemperance, which transforms us into the 
worſt kind of Brutes, or ſomething beneath them, 
$. 4. Ix Oppoſition to all this, I will ſuppoſe, that 
you believe the Exiitence and Providence of God, and 
the Truth of Chriltianity, as a Revelation from Hioz: - 
Ot which, if you have any Doubt, I mult defire, that you 
would immediately ſeek your ſatistaction elſewnere*, 
I ſay, Immediately ; Becaule not to believe it, is in Ef- 
fect to dilbelieve it; and will make your ruin equally 
certain, though perhaps-it may leave 1t leſs aggravated, 


than if Contempt and Oppoſition had been added to 
Suſpicion and Neglect. But iuppoſing you to be a no- 
minal Chriſtian, and not a Deiſt, or a Sceptick; I will | 


alſo ſuppeſe your Conduct among Men to be not only 


blameleſs, but amiable ; and that they who know you 


moſt intimately, muſt acknowledge, that you are juſt - 
and ſober, humane and courteous, compailionate and 


LY 5 Ns liberal: 


* In ſuch a Caſe, I beg Leave to refer the Reader to my Three 
Sermons on the Evidence of "Chriſtianity ; the laſt of the Ten on the 


in which he may ſee the hitherto un 


haken Foundations ol my on Faith, in a ſhort, and, I hope, a 
clear Views 
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| tb) Mark x. 21. (c) Eph. ii. 22. (d) Tit. i. 26 


14 2 An Hopeal zo the Reader. Chap. 2, 


'Hiberal : Vet with all this, you may Jack that one Thing (b) 


en which your Eternal Happineſs depends. 
F. 5 1BxstEch you, Reader, whoever you are, that 
you would now look ſeriouſly into your own Heart, and 


al it this one plain Queſtion, Am I truly religious? Is the 


Love of God the governing Principle of my Life ? Do 
I walk under a Senſe of his Preſence ? Dol converſe 
with him from Day to Day, in the Exerciſe of Prayer 
and Praiſe? And am I, on the Whole, making his Ser- 
vice my Buſineſs and my Delight, regarding him as my 


Maſter and my Father? 


F. 6. Ir is my preſent Buſineſs only to addreſs myſelf 
to the Perſon, whoſe Conſcience anſwers in the Negative, 


And I would addreſs with equal Plainneſs, and equal 


Freedom, to High and Low, to Rich and Poor: 'To you, 
who (as the Scripture with a dreadful Propriety expreſſes 
it) I:ve without GOD in the World (c); and while in 
Words and Forms, you own GOD, deny him in your Ac- 
tions (d), and behave yourſelves in the main, (a few ex- 
ternal Ceremonies only excepted,) juſt as you wovld do, if 


you believed, and were ſure, there was xo GOD. Unhap- 


py Creature, whoever you are ! your own Hear! condemns 
yon immediately; and how much more that GOD avho is 
greater than your Heart, and knoweth all Things (e). He is 
in Secret (f) as well as in Publick; and Words cannot 


_ expreſs the Delight, with which his Children converſe 


with him alone; But in Secret you acknowledge him not; 

you neither pray to him, nor praiſe him, in your Retire- 
ments. Accounts, Correſpondencies, Studies may often 
bring you into your Cloſet; but if nothing but Devotion 
were to be tranſaQed there, it would be to you quite an 
unfrequented Place. And thus you go on from Day to 

Day, in a continual Forgetfulneſs of Gop ; and are as 

thoughtleſs about Religion, as if you had long ſince de- 

monſtrated it to yourſelf, that it was a mere Dream. If in- 

deed, you are ſick, you will perhaps cry to Gow for 

Health; in any extreme Danger, you will lift up your 
Eyes and Voice for Deliverance ; But as for the Pardon 

of Sin, and the other Bleſſings of the Goſpel, you are 

| | | not 


(e) 3 John iii. 2% (1) Matth. vi. 6. N 


Chap. 2. whether bs be not Careleſs. 15 
not at all inwardly ſolicitòus about them; tho? you pro- 
feſs to believe, that the Goſpel is Divine, and the Bleſ- 
ſingsof it Eternal. All your Thoughts, and all your Hours, 
are divided between the Buſineſs and the Amuſements 
of Life: And if now and then, an awful Providence, or 
a ſerious Sermon or Book, awakens you, it is but a few 
Days, or it may be a few Hours, and you arethe ſame 
careleſs Creature you ever were before. On the whole, 
you act, as if you were reſolved to put i: to the Venture, 
and at your own Expence to make the Experiment, 
whether the Conſequences of neglecting Religion be in- 
deed as terrible, as its Miniſters and Friends have repre- 
ſented. Their Remonſtrances do indeed ſometimes force 

WH themſelves upon you, as (conſidering the Age and Coun 
try in which you live,) it is hardly poſſible entirely to 
avoid them; but you have, it may be, found out the 
Art of [/aiah's People, Hearing to hear, and not underſtand; 
and ſeeing to ſee, and not perceive : Your Heart is waxed 
grofs, your Eyes are cloſed, and your Ears heavy. (g) Under 
the very Ordinances of Worthip, your Thoughts are a? the 
Ends of the Earth (h). Every Amuſement of the Imagi- 
nation is welcome, if it may but lead away your Mind 
from ſo inſipid, and fo diſagreeable a Subject as Religion. 
And probably the very lait Time you were in a worſhip- 
ping Aſſembly, you managed, juſt as you would have 
done, if you had thought Gop knew nothing of your 
Behaviour; or as if you did not think it worth one ſingle 
Care, whether he were pleaſed or diſpleaſed with it. 

$. 7. \Las! is it then come to this, with all your 
Belief of Gob, and Providence, and Scripture, That Re- 
ligion is not worth a Theught ! That it is not worth one 
Hou:'s ſerious Conſideration and Reflection, What 
*GOD and Chi are; and what you yourſelves are, 
„and what you mult hereafter be ??? Where then are 
all your rational Faculties? How are they employed, or 
rather, how are they ſtupißed and benumbed ? 

F. 8. Tar Certainty and Importance of the Things of 
which I ſpeak, are jo evident, from the Principles which 
you yourſelves graut, that one might almoſt ſet a Child 
or an Idiot to reaſon upon them. And yet they are neg- 
lected by thoſe, who are grown up to Underſtanding, 

„ 85 and 
(8) Iſai. vi. gy 16. (h) Prov. xvii. 24. | 


* 


16 Expohulation with the Careleſs, Chap. 2. 


C 
and perhaps ſome of them to ſuch Refinement of Un- 
derflanding, that they would think themſelves greatly = 
Injured, it they were not to be reckoned among the Po- y 
liier, and the more Learned partof Mankind. 8 m 
S. 9. Bur it is not your Neglect, Sirs, that can de- a 

flroy the Being or Importance of ſuch Things as theſe, A 

It may indeed deſtroy you, but it cannot in the leaſt af- p 

Fett them. Permit me therefore, having been myſelf d 

awakened, to come toeach of you, and fay, as the Mari- d 

ners did to Jonah, while aſleep in the midſt of a much fu 

leſs dangerous Storm, What meaneft thou, O Sleeper ? G 

. 10 Ariſe and call upon thy GOD (i). Do you doubt as to e. 

1 the Reaſonableneſs, or Neceſſity, of doing it? I will . u. 

| 3&8 mand, aid anſwer me (k) Aniwer me to your own Con- th 

| . ſcience, as one that mull, ere long, render another Kind fy 

= of Account. pi 

Pp: it $. 10. You own, that there ig a GOD : And. well you P 

[+ may: tor you cannot open your Eyes, but you mult fee th 

Th the evident Proofs of his Being, his Preſence, and his at 

'$h Agency. You behold him around you in every Object. n. 

3 "= You feei him within you, if I may ſo ſpeak, in every al 

1 Vein, and in every Nerve. You ſee, and you feel, not w 
| "i only that he hath formed you with an exquiſite Wiſdom, 

. which no mortal Man could ever fully explain or com- ſe 

| N prehend, but that he is continually car you, wherever to 


—— <=. — 
2 7 - 


you are, and however you are employed, by Day or by th 
Night; in Him you live and move, 7 have your Being (I). p. 


; Common Senſe will tell you, that it is not your own fo 
Wo, Wildom, and Power, and Attention, that cauſes your 2 
„ Heart to beat, and your Bicod to circulate ; that draws 21 
| in, and ſends out chat Heath of Life, that precarious hi 

Bf! Breath of a molt. uncertain Lite, that is in your V/ 2 

8 tri's m). Theſe Things are done when you ſleep, as h1 

#5 weil as in thoſe waking Moments, when you think not H 

pl ot the Circulation of the Blood, or of the Neceſſity of ja 

Breathing, nor ſo much as to recollect that you have a of 

Heart and Lungs.. Now what is this, but the Hand of w 

God, perpetually ſupporting and actuating thoſe curious ar 

Wo Machines that He bas made ? | | s 

| | 16 . 3 5 5 785 8. II. th 
| j | 0 Jan, „ (k) Job XXXY 11, 3. (1) Acts xvii. 28. 


{wo} Iſai, ii. 23. 
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Chap. 2. rom the Care and Preſence of GOD. 17 
$. 11. Nox is this His Care limited to you ; but if 
you Jook all around you, far as your Views can reach, 
you ſee it extending itſelf on every Side: And Oh how 
much farther than you can trace it? Reflect on the Light 
and Heat, which the Sun every where diſpenſes ! on the 
Air, which ſurrounds all our Globe, on the right Tem- 
perature of which the Life of the whole Human Race 
depends, and that of all the inferior Creatures which 
dwell on the Earth. Think of the ſaitable aud plenti- 
ful Proviſion made for Man and Beaſt; the Graſs, the 
Grain, the Variety of Fruits, and Herbs, and Flowers ; 
every Thing that nouriſhes us, every Thing that delights 
us; and ſay, whether it do not ſpeak plainly and loudly, 
that our Almighty Maker is near, and that he is care- - 
ful of us, and kind to us. And while all theſe Things 
proclaim His Goodneſs, do they not alſo proclaim his 
Power ! For what Power has any Thing comparable to 
that, which furniſhes out thoſe Gifts of Royal Bounty; 
and which, unwearied and unchanged, produces conti- 
nually from Day to Day, and from Age to Age, ſuch. 
aſtoniſhing and Magnificent Effeds over the Face of the 


whole Earth, and thro? all the Regions of Heaven? 


d. 12, IT is then evident, that GOD is pre/ent, pre- 
ſent with you at this Moment; even GOD your Crea- 
tor and Preſerver, GOD the Creator and Preſerver of 
the whole viſible and inviſible World. And is He not 
preſent as a molt obſervant and attentive Being? He that 
formed the Eve, fhall not He ſee? He that planted the Ear, 
ſhall not He hear? He that teaches Man Knowledge, that 
gives him his rational Faculties, and pours in upon 
his opening Mind all the Light it receives by them, 
hall not He know (n)? He who ſees all the Neceſſitiesof 
his Creatures ſo ſeaſonably to provide for them, ſhall 
He not ſee their Actions ioo; and ſeeing, ſhall He not 
judge them? Has He given us a Senſe aud Diſcernment 
of what is good and evil, of what is true and falſe, of 
what is fair and deformed in Temper and Conduct; 
and has He himſelf no Diſcerament of theſe Things ? 
Trifle not with your Conſcience, which tells you at once, 
that 15 Judges of, it, and approves or condemns, as it 

| is 
(n) Pſalm xciv. 97 10. 78 


1s From Perſonal Obligations to Him; Chap. 2. 
is decent or indecent, reaſonable or unreaſonable ; and 
that the Judgment which he paſſes; is of infinite Im- 


* 


portance to all his Creatures. 


$. 13. AnD now, to apply all this to your own Caſe, 
let me feriouſly aſk you, Is it a decent and reaſonable 
Thing, that this great and glorious Benefactor ſhould be 
neglected by his raticnal Creatures ? by thoſe, that are 


capable of attaining to ſome Knowledge of him, and pre- 


ſenting to him ſome Homage ? Is it decent and reaſon- 
able that he ſhould be forgotten and neglected by you ? 
Are you alone of all the Works of his Hands, forgotten 
or neglected by him? Oh Sinner, thoughtleſs as you are, 
you cannot dare to ſay that, or even to think it. You 
need not go back to the helpleſs days of your Infancy 
and Childhood, to convince you of the contrary. You 


need not, in order to this, to recolle& the remarkable 
Deliverances, which, perhaps, were wrought out for you 


many years ago, The Repoſe of the laſt Night, the Re- 
freſhment and Comfort you have received this Day ; 
yea, the mercies you are receiving this very Moment, 


bear witneſs to him; and yet you regard him not. Un- 
grateful Creature that you are ! Cou'd you have treated 


any Human Benefactor thus? Could you have borne to 


neglect a kind Parent, or any generous Friend, that had 


but a few Months ated the Part of a Parent to you? to 
have taken no Notice of him, while io his Preſence; to 
have returned him no Thanks; to have had no Contri- 
vances to make ſome little Acknowledgment for all his 
Goodneſs? Human Na.ure, bad as it is, is not fallen fo 


low. Nay, the Brutal Nature is not ſo low as this. Surely 


every Domeſtic Animal round you mult ſhame ſuch In- 
gratitude. If you do but for a few Days take a little kind 
Notice of a Dog, and feed him with the Refuſe of your 


Table, he will wait upon you and love to be near you; 


he will be eager to follow you from Place to Place, or 
when, after a little Abſence, you retu:'n Home, will try 
by a thouſand fond tranſported Motions, to tell you how 
much he rejoices to ſee you again, Nay, Brutes, far lels 
ſagacious and apprehenſive, have ſame Senle of cur Kind- 
nels, and expreſs it after their Way: As the bjeiited Gop 
condeſcends to obſerve, in thisvery View in which 1 wen- 


tion 
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Chap. 2. and from the View of a future State. 19 
tion it, The dull Ox Enow: its owner, and the ſtupid 4+ his | 


Maſter's Crib (0) : What lamentable Degeneracy there- 


fore is it, that you do not Fnoww, that yon, who have been 


numbered among Gov's profeſſing People, do not, and 
will not confider your numberleſs Obligations to him. 

§. 14. SURELY, if you have any Ingenuity of Tem- 
per, you mult be aſhamed and grieved in the Review: 
But if you have not, give me leave farther to expoſtulate 
with you on this Head, by ſetting it in ſomething of a 
different Light, Can you think yourſelves ſafe, while 
you are acting a part like this? Do you not in your Con- 


ſcience believe, there will be a future Judgment? Do you 


not believe there is an inviſible and eternal World ? As 
profeſſed Chriſtians, we all believe it; for it is no con- 
troverted Point, but diſplayed in Scripture with ſo clear 
an Evidence, that, ſubtile and ingenious as Men are in 
Error, they have not yet found out a Way to evade it, 
And believing this, do you not ſee, that white you are 
thus wandering from Gor, Deſeruction and Miſery are in 


your Ways (p)? Will this Indolence and Negligence of 
Temper be any Security to you? Will it guard you from 


Death? Will it excuſe you from Judgment? You might 


much more reaſonably expeR, that ſhutting your Eyes - 


would be a Defence againſt the Rage of a devouring 


Lion; or that looking another Way would ſecure your 


Body from being pierced by a Bullet or a Sword. When 


Gop ipeaks of the Extravagant Folly of fome thought- 


leſs Creatures, who would hearken to no Admonition 
now, he adds, in a very awful Manner: In the latter Day 


they fhall confider it perfefily (q). And is not this applica- 
ble to , Muſt you not ſooner or later, be brought to 


think of theſe Things, whether you will or no? And, in 


the mean 'i1me, do you not certainly know, that timely 


and ſerious Reflection uf on them is, thro? Divine apts 


the only Way to prevent your Rain? 

§. 15. Yes dinner, I need not multiply words on a 
Subject like this. Vour Conſcience is already inwardly 
convinced, tho? your Pride may be unwilling to own it. 
And, to prove it, let me aſk yon one Queition more: 
Would you upon any Terms and Conſiderations what- 
ever, come to A Reſolution abſolutely to diſmiſs all far- 


| ther 
(o) Iſai, i i. 3. (p) Rom. iii. 16. ( Jer: xxiii. 2. 
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20 - Thi Meditation of a — Chap. 2 


ther Thought of Religion, and al] Care about it, from 
this Day and Hour, and to abide by the Conſequences 


of that Neglect? I believe hardly any Man living 
would be bold endugh to determine upon this. I be- 
lieve, moſt of, my Readers would be ready to. tremble at 


the Thought of it. 
©. I. 16. Bor if it be neceſſary to 3 theſe Thiogs ons 


to Conſideration at all, it is neceſſary to do it quickly; 
for Life itſelf is not fo very long, nor ſo certain, that a 
wiſe Man ſhould riſks much upon its Continuance. 

And I hope to convince you, when I have another 
Hearing, that it is neceſſary to do it immediately ; and 
that next to the Madneſs of reſolving, Lou wvill not think 
of Religion at all, is that of ſaying, You will think of it 


hereafter. In the mean Time, pauſe on the Hints which 


have been already given, and they will prepare you to 


receive what 1 is to be added on that Head. 


The Mebririrron of a Sinner, 2 who was once eheughtlef 5, 
Bur begins to be awakened. | 


cc. WAKE, Oh my forgetful Sout. awake from 
| < 5 theſe wandering Dreams. Turn thee from 


this Chace of Vanity, and for a little while be per- 
& ſuaded by all theſe Conſiderations, to 10, foraward, ' 
„ and to look upavard, at leaſt for a few Moments. Suf— 


& ficient are the Hours, and Days given to the La- 
„ bours and Amuſements of Life. Grudge not a ſhort 
« Allotment of Minutes, to view thyſelf and thine own 
«© mere immediate Concerns ; to reflect, who, and what 


c thou art; how it comes to pals, that thou art here, 


« and what thou muſt quickly be! | 

„Ie eis indeed, as thou haſt ſeen it now Won 
6 Oh my Soul! Thou art the Creature of GOD ; form- 
„ ed and furniſhed by him, and lodged in a Body, 
„ which He provided, and which He ſupports ; a Body, 
« in which he intended thee only a tranſitory Abode. 
Oh, thiak how ſoon zh:s Tabernacle mult be diffolued 

„ (r), and thou mult return to GOD (s), And ſhall Hs, 
« the One, Infinite, Eternal, Ever-blefſed, and Ever- 
« glorious Being, ſhall 11 be leaſt of all regarded by 

„ thee 

(5) Eccl. xii. 3 a 


, TY 7 


(5) 2 Cor. v. 1. 


. WT. 


Chap. 2. who bevins to be azontened.. "WF 


„ thee? Wilt thou live and die with this Charafter, 
« ſaying, by every Aﬀtion of every Day, unto GOD; 
& Depart from me, for I defire not the Know/edge of Thy 


% Ways (t)? The Morning, the Day, the Evening, 
« the Night, every Period of Time has its Excuſes for 

ee this Neglect. But, On, my Soul, what will theſe Ex- 
e cuſes appear, whenexamined by his penetrating Eye! 


«© They may delude me: but they cannot impo/e upon Him. 

« On Thou injured, neglected, provoked Benefactor! 
© When I think, but for a Moment or two of all Thy 
% Greatneſs, and of all Thy Goodnefs, I am aſtoniſhed 
« at this Inſenſibility, which hath prevailed in mine 


© Heart, und even ſtill prevails. I uh and am con. 


& founded to lift up my face before Thee (u). On the moft 


« tranſient Review, I ſee, that I Have played the Fool, that 


4 [ have erred exceedingly(X). And yer this ſtupid Heart 


% of mine would make its having negledted Thee fo 


long, a Reaſon for going on to neglect Thee. I own 
6: it might juſtly be expected, that, with Regard to Thee, 
« every ene of Thy Rational Creature jhou'd be alt 
© Duty and Love: That each Heart mould be fall of 2 


« Senſe of Thy Preſence ; and that a Care to pleaſe Thee 
& ſhould ſwallow up every other Care. Yeti thoa ha/t no# 


* been in all my Thoughts (y); and Religion, the End and 
t Glory of my Nature, has been ſoltrangely overiooked 


© that, I have hardly ever ſeriouſly aſked my own Heart, 


© what it is, -[ know, if Matters reſt here, I periſh, and 
&« yet, | feel in my perverſe Nature, a ſecret Indiſpo- 


© fition to purſue theſe Thoughts : : a Pronenels, if not 


entirely to diſmiſs them, yet to lay them aſide for the 


« preſent. My Mind 1s perplexed and divided; but Iam 


ſure, Thou who madeſt me, knoweſt what is belt for 
«© me. U therefore beſeech Thee, that Thou wilt, for 
& Thy Name's. Jake, lead me and guide me (z). Let me not 
delay, till it is for ever too late. Pluck me as a Brand 

* ot of the Burning (a). Oh break this fatal Enchantment 
„that holds down, my Affection to Objects, which my 
% Judgment comparatixely deſpiſes! And let me at 
* length, come into ſo happy a State of Mind, that I may 
vc not. 


(1) Job XX1. th | (u) Ezr. ix. 6. (x31 Sam. xxvi. 21. | 


0) Plal x. 4 (2) Pfal. xxx1. g. (a) Amos iv. 11. 
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8 The Meditation of an Awakened Sinner. Chap. 2 
aot be afraid to think of Thee, and of myſelf ; and 


may not be tempted to wiſh, that Thou hadſt not 
made me, or that Thou couldſt for ever forget me; 


e that it may not be my den Hope, to periſh like the 


Brutes. 


AI what I ſhall farther ad here, be abjecable to 


Truth and Reaſon ; if it be calculated to promote my 


| Happineſs, and is to be regarded as an Intimation of 


Thy "Wil and Pleaſure to me; Oh Gov, let me hear 
ans obey ! ! Let the Words of thy Servant, when plead- 
'Thy Cauſe, be like Goads to pierce into my 
Mind ! and let me rather feel, and ſmart, than die! 
Let them be as Nails faſlened in a ſure [lace (b): 


That whatever Myſteries as yet unknown, or what- 


ever Difficulties there be in Religion, if it be neceſſa- 
cc 


ry, I may not finally neglect it; and that if it be ex- 
pedient to attend immediately to it, I may no longer 


delay that Attendance ! And, Oh let thy Grace teach 


me the Leſſon, I am fo ſlow to learn ; and conquer 
that ſtrong Oppoſition, which I feel in my Heart, 
againſt the very Thought of it! Hear theſe broken 


1% Cries, for the Sake of Thy Son, who has taught and 
% ſaved many a Creature as untractable as I, and can 
ce out of Stones raiſe up Children to Abraham 0 4 As 7M 


SO oO Eecl. x31, Lis | ( Matt. Tre 9. 


CHAP, 


Ela 
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C H A P. III. 15 
The Awakened Sinner urged to immediate 
Conſideration, and cautioned againſt Delay. 


Jinners, when awakened, inclinable to diſmiſs Con vict ions 
for the preſent. F. 1. An immediate Regard io Re- 
lig ion urg ed. &. 2. (I.) From the Excellency and 
Pleaſure of the Thing itſelf. F. 3. (2.) Prom the Un- 
eertainty of that future Time on which Sinners preſume, 


compared with the ſad Conſequences of being cut off in Sin. 


§. 4. (3. From the Immutability of GOD's preſent 
Demands. F. 5. (4.) From the Tendency, which Delay 
bas, to make a Compliance with theſe Demands more difficult 
than it is at preſent. F. 6. (5. From the Danger of 

 GOD's withdrawing bis Spirit, compared with the 
dreadful Caſe of a Sinner given up by it: F. 7. Which 
probably is now the Caſe of many. g. 8. Since therefore, 
en the whole, whatever the Event be, Delays may prove 
Matter of Lamentation. F. 9. The Chapter con:ludes 
with an Exhortation againſt yielding to them : F. 10. 
And a Prayer againſt Temptations of that Kind. 


J. 1. 188 my laſt Addreſs ſo far awakened the 
1 Convictions of my Reader, as to bring him to 
this Purpoſe, © That ſome Time or other he would at- 
tend to Religious Conſiderations.“ But give me Leave 
to aſk earneſtly and punctually, When that mall be?“ 
Go thy Way for this Time, and at a more convenient Sea- 
on I will ſend for thee, was the Language, and the Ruin, 
of unhappy Felix (a) when he trembled under the 
Reaſonings and Expoſtulations of the Apoſtle. The 
wy TO: Tempter 


(a) Acts xxiv. 25. 


8 
1 

. 

; 

| 

! 
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Tempter preſumed not to urge, That he ſhould give up 


all Thoughts of Repentance and Reformation; but only 
that, conſidering the preſent Hurry of his Affairs (as. no 
Doubt they were many,) he ſhoald defer it to a longer 


Day. The Artifice ſucceeded, and Felix was undone. 
d. 2. W1LLy2z, Reader, diſmiſs me thus? For your 
own Sake, and out of tender Compaſſion to your periſh 


ing immortal Soul, I would not willingly take up with 


ſuch a Diſmiſſion, and Excuſe, No, not tho? you ſhall 
fix a Time; tho you ſhall determine on he next Year, 
or Month, or Weet, or Day. I wouid turn upon you, 
with all the Eagernels and Tendernefs of friendly Im 
portunity, and intreat you to bring the Matter to an 
Iſſue even now. For if you ſay, ** 1 will think on theſs 


„Things Te-morroto, I hail have bur /ztle Hope; and ſhall 
conclude, Thatall that I have hitherto urged, and all that 
you have read, hath been offered and viewed ia vain, 


§. 3. Wax I invited you to the Care and Practice 
of Religion, it may ſeem ſtrange, that it ſhould be ne- 
ceſſary for me, affectionately to plead the Cale with you, 
in order to your immediate # egard and Compliance. 


What I am inviting you to, is 1o noble and excellent in 


itſelf, ſo well worthy the Dignity of our Rational Na- 
ture, ſo ſuitable to it, ſo manly, and ſo wiſe, that ons 
would imagine, you ſhould take Fire, as it were, at the 
firſt hearing of it; yea, that fo delightful a View ſhould 
preſently poſſeſs you whole Syul with a kind of Indi: 
nation againſt yourſelf, hat you purſued it no ſoone 

% May lift up mine Eyes and my Soul to Gos? 
«© May J devote my ſelf to Him? May I even pow com- 
“ mence a Friendſhip with Him ? A Friendihip, which 
& ſhall laſt for ever, the Security, the Delight, the 


Glory of this immortal Nature of mine?“ And thall 


I draw back and ſay, ** Nevertheleſs let me not com- 
&. mence this Friendſhip 2% ſoon : Let me live at leak 


& a few Weeks, or a tew Days longer, without GOD 
& in tbe Horld,”” Surely it would be much more rea- 
ſonable to return inward, and ſay, * Oh my Soul, on 
& what vile Hs halt thou been feeding, while thine 
& Heavenly Father has been forſaken, and injured ! 
FO Shall I deſire to multiply che oy of my. Poverty, 

. 66 my 
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« my Scandal, and my Miſery ?” On this Principle, 
ſurely an immediate Return to God ſhould in all Rea- 
fon be choſen ; rather than to play the Fool any longer, 
and to go on a little more to diſpleaſe Gop, and there- 
by to. ſtarve and to wound your ewn Soul; even tho” 


your Continuance in Life were ever ſo certain, and 
your Capacity to return to Gop and your Duty ever ſo 
entirely in your own Power, now, and in every future. 


Moment, thro? Scores of Years yet to come. 

F. 4. Bur who, or what are You, that you ſhould lay 
your account for Tears, or for Months to come? What 
is your Life ? Is it not even as a Vapour, that apprareth 
for @ litile Time, and then wvaniſhrth away b)? And what 
is your Serurity, or what is your peculiar Warrant, that 


tinuance ? and that fo abſolutely, as to venture, as it 
were, to pawn your Soul upon it ? Why you will per- 
haps ſay, * I am young, and in all my Bloom and Vi- 
% gour: I ſee hundreds about me, who are more than 


% double my Age; and not a few of them, who ſeem to 


* think it too ſoon to attend to Religion yet.“ —You 


view the Living, and you talk thus. But I beſeech you, 


think of the Dead. Return in your 857 houghts, to thoſe 


panions, and your Friends. Vou ſaw them awhile ago 
gay and active; warm with Life, and Hopes, and Schemes. 
And ſome of them would have thought a Friend ſtrange- 
h importunate, that ſhould have interrupted them in 
cheir Buſineſs, and their pleafures, with a ſolemn Lecture 


Borders of both. You have ſince ſeen their Corpſes, or 


\ 
7 at leaſt their Coffins; and probably carried about with 


zou the Badges of Mourning, which you received at their 


Bodies of theirs, now lie mouldering in the Duſt; as ſenſe- 
ess, and helpleſs, as the molt decrepid Pieces of Human 
Nature, which Fourſcore Years ever brought down to it. 
And what is infinitely more to be regarded, their Souls, 
E 


it, have made their N ance before God, and are at this 


e Moment, 
ur 2 6) Jam. iv. 14; 


you ſhould thus depend upon the Certainty of its Con- 


Graves in which you have left ſome of your young Com- 


on Death and Eternity. Vet they were then on the very 


Funerals, Thoſe once vigorous, and perhaps beautiful 


. whether prepared for this great Change, or thoughtleſs of 


L 
F 
Þ 


1 


2 mr — — 
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—— — 


| 6 | The dreadful Caſe of * enfrepared. | Chap. z 


Moment, fixed either in Heaven, or in Hell. Now let 


me ſeriouſly aſk you, Would it be miraculous, or would 
. It be ſtrange, if ſuch an Event ſhould befall you ? How 


are you ſure, that ſome fatal Diſeaſe ſhould not this Day 
begin to work in your Veins ? How are you ſure, that 


| you ſhall ever be capable of reading or thinking any 


more, if you do not attend to what you now read, and 


| 2786 the Thought which is now offering itſelf to your 


ind ? This ſudden Alteration may atleaſt poſſibly hap» 
pen; and if it does, itwill be to you a terrible one indeed, 
To be thus ſurpriſed into the Preſence of a forgotten 
Gon ; to be torn away, at once, from a World, to which 
your whole Heart and Soul has been rivetted; a World, 
which has engroſſed all your Thoughts, and Cares, all 


your Deſires and Purſuits; and be fixed in a State, 
which you never could be ſo far perſuaded to think of, 
as to ſpend ſo much as one Hour in ſerious Preparation 


for it: How muſt you even ſhudder at the Aprehenſion 
of it, and with what Horror muſt it fill you ? It ſeems 
Matter of Wonder, that in ſuch Circumſtances, you are 
not almoſt diſtracted with the Thoughts of the Uncer- 
tainty of Life, and are not even ready to die for fear 
of Death. To trifle with Goo any longer, after ſo ſolemu 
an Admonition as this, would be a Circumſtance of 


additional Provocation, which, after all the reſt, might 


be fatal: Nor is there any Thing you can expect in ſuch 
a Caſe, but that He ſhould cut you off immediately, and 
teach other Thoughtleſs Creatures, by your Ruin, what 


a hazardous Experiment they wake, when they act as 


you are ading. 
. 5. AND will you, aſter all, run this deſperate 


| Riſque? For what imaginable Purpoſe can you doit? 


Do you think, %e Bufine/s of Religion will become leſs ne- 
ceſſary, or moe eaſy by your Delay? You know, that it 
will not. You know that whatever the bleſſed Gop de- 


mands now, he will alſo demand Twenty or Thirty 
Years hence, if you ſhould live to ſee the 'I'ime. Gop 
hath fixed this Method, in which he will pardon and ac- 
cept Sinners, in his Goſpel. And will he ever alter that 
Method ? Or if He will not, can Men alter it; ?. You 
like not to * of repenting; ad humbliy g yourlel 

ore 
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Chap. 3. Delay will make the Work more Difficuls 27 
before Gop, to receive Righteouſneſs and Life from his- 
free Grace in Chriſt ; and you above all diſlike the 
Thought ef returning to God in the Ways of Holy Obe- 
dience. But will He ever diſpenſe with any of theſe, and 
publiſh a new Goſpel, with Promifes of Life and Salva- 
tion to impenitent, unbelieving Sinners, if they will bat call 
C themſelves Chriſtians, and ſubmit to a few external Rites ? 
How long, do you think, you might wait for ſuch a 
ch avge in the Conſtitution cf Things? You know Death 
will come upon you; and you cannot but know in your - 


own Conſcience, that a general diſſolution will come 


upon the World, long before GOD can thus deny himſelf, 
and contradict all his PerfeQions, aad all his Declarations. 
$, 6. On if his Demands continue the ſame, as they aſ- 


ſuredly will, do you think, any Thing, which js now diſ- 
22reeable to you in them, will be leſs difagreeable here- 
after, than it is at preſent? Shall you love co ſm leſs, when 


it is become more habitual to you, and when Conſcience 


is yet more enfeebled and debauched ? If you are running 
with the Footmen and fainting, ſhall you be able ?o contend 


evith the Horſeman (c)? Surely you cannot imagine it. 
You would not ſay, in any Diſfemper which threatened 


your Life, I will ſtay till I grow a little vor/e, and then IL 


«will apply to a Phyſician: I will let my Diſeaſe get a little 
more Rooting in my Vitals, and then I will try what can 


be done to remove it.” No, it is only where the Life of 
the Soul is concerned, that men think thus wildly ; 


The Life and Health of the Body appear too precious, 


to be thus trifled away. 


6. 7. Ir after ſuch deſperate Experiments you areever 


recovered, it mult be by an Operation of Divine Grace 


on your Soul, yet more powerful and more wonderful 
in Proportion to the increaſing Inveteracy of your Spiri- 
tual Maladies. And can you expect, that the Holy Spirit 
ſhould be more ready to aſſiſt you, in Conſequence of your 


having ſo ſhamefully trifled with him and affronted 


bim? He is now, in ſome Meaſure, moving on your 


Heart: If you feel any ſecret Relentings in it upon what 
yoo read, it is a Sign you are not yet utterly forſaken. 
But who can tell, whether tbeſe are not the Ja Touches 
he will ever give to a Heart ſo long hardened againſt 


| le) Jer. xii. 3. | 2 him 


Na 
ee 


3. You may be 5 2 Rahe of Heart. Chap. 3. 


him ? Who can tell, but Gop may this Day wear in 
his Wrath that you hall net enter into his Reſt (d) #1 
have been telling you, that you may immediately die. 
You own it is poſſible, you may, And can you think of 
eny Thing more terrible? Yes, Sinner, I will tell you 
of one Thing more dr eadful than immediate Death and 
immediate Damnation. The Bleſſed God may ſay, As 
4 for that wretched Creature, who has ſo long trifled 
© with me, and provoked me, let him ill live: Let 
„him live in the midſt of Proſperity and Plenty: Let 
„ him live under the pureſt, and moſt powerful Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel too; that he may abuſe them, 
to aggravate his Condemnation, and die under ſeven- 
fold Guilt, and a /evenfo/d Curſe. I will not give him 
„the Grace to think of his Ways for one ſerious, 
Moment more ; but he, ſhall go on from bad to worſe, 
& filling up the Meaſure of his Iniguities, till Death and 
„ Deſtruction ſeize him in an unexpected Hour, and 
© Wrath come uton him to the uttermoſt (e).“ 
5. 8. You think this an uncommon Caſe; but I fear 
It is much otherwiſe. I fear there are few Congregations, 
| Where the Word of Gop has been faithfully preached, 
and where 1t has been long deſpiſed, eſpecially by thoſe 
whom it had once awakened, in which the Eye of Gop 
does not ſee a Number of ſuch wretched Souls; tho? it 18 
im poſſible for us to pronounce upon the caſe, who they are. 
. 9. I PRETEND not to ſay, how he will deal <with 
you, Oh Reader; ; whether he will immediately cut you 
off, or ſeal you up under final Hardneſs and Impenitency 
of Heart; or whether His Grace may, at length a- 
waken you, to conſider your Ways, and return to Him, 
even when your Heatt is grown yet more obdurate than 
It 15 at preſent. 
hard, not even to transform a Rock of Marble into a 
Man and a Saint. But this! will confidently ſay, That 
if you delay any longer, the Time will come when you 
will 6:1terly repent of that Delay; and either Jament it 
be fore Gep in the Ang uiſn of your Heart here, or curſe 
your own Folly and Madneſs in Hell; yea, when you 
wall with, that, dreadful as Hell: is, you had rather fallen 


into 


(a) Heb, iii. 18. 4) | Tbekt. i. 16. 
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hap. 3. 
buſed Mercies, to render the Degree of your Puniſh— 


xquifitely tormenting. 


fl may ſo ſpeak, by the Blood of your ee and 


; your Eyelids (f) in the continued Neglect of this im- 


rn unto the LORD (g); and before you quit the Place 
yhere you now are, fall upon your Knees in his Sacred 
;eſence, and pour out your Heart in ſuch Language, 
Ir at leaſt to ſome ſuck Purpole, as this. 


Religion, though under Homie Con vic ien of its darein, 


„ven and Earth! Thou GOD in wwhe/e Hand 
my Breath is, and whoſe are all my Ways (h)! I con- 
f Ae I have been far from gloriſying Thee, or conduct- 

ing myſelf according to the Intimations, or the De- 
Wh of thy Will. I have therefore Reaſon ts 
* adore thy Forbearance and Goodnels, that Thou 


haft not long ſince topped my Breath, and cat me of 
* from the Land of the Living. 


bitant of Hell; where Ten Thouſand delaying Sin- 
ners are now lamenting their Folly, and will be la- 


' menting it for ever. But, O Gop, how polibie i: 


* 1t, that this trifling Heart ef mine may, at length, 
betray me into the ſame Ruin and then, alas, into a 
* Ruin aggravated by all this Patience and Forbearance 
ef Thine! Lam ccavinced, that ſooner or later Re- 
igion muſt be my ſerious 3 or J am undone. And 
yet my fooliſh Heart draws back from the Loke: 
* Yer] firetch myſelf upon the Bed of Sloth, and cry 
cut for @ little more Sleep, a liitle more 3 4 


17 . 5 
0) Pov. vi. 4. 


(2) Hol, 8 


(hb) Dan, v. 205 


A Prayer again being tempted to Delay, 29 
ato it ſooner, than have lived in the Midſt of ſo many 


ent more inſupportable, and your Senſe of it more. 2 


$. 10. I po therefore earneſtly exhort you, in the. 
ame of our Lord Teſus Chrift, and by the Wirth, and, 


eriſving Soul, that you delay not a Day, or an Hour. 
onger. Far from giving Sleep to your Eyes, or Slumber 


Portant Concern, take with you even now Morde, and 


\ PRAYER for one, who is tempted to delay applying to 


i Ou. Thou Righteous and Holy Sovereign of Hea- 


I adore thy Patience, _ 
chat I have not Months and "Years ago, been an Inha- 


e Je 


— 


30 4 Prayer for one under Conbictiont, \ Chap z. 
little more folding of the Hands to ſleep (1). Thus does 
. „ my corrupt Heart plead for its own Indulgence, 2. 
0 „ gainſt the Conviction of my better Judgment. What 
© ſhallI ſay ? O Lord, Save me from myſelf ! Save me 
« from the Artifices and Deceitfulneſs of Sin: Save me 
from the Treachery of this perverſe and degenerate 
« Nature of mine, and fix upon my Mind what 1 have 
« now been reading! 
O Lord, Iam not now inſtructed in Truths, which 
«« were beſore quite unknown. Often have I been 
« warned of the Uncertainty of Life, and of the greater 
«© Uncertainty of the Day of Salvation: And I have 
“ formed ſome light Purpoſes, and have begun to take 
| « a few irreſolute Steps in my Way towards a Return 
1 % to Thee. But, alas! I have been only, as it were, 
| « fluttering about Religion, and have never fixed upon it 
| All my Reſolutions have been ſcattered like Smoke, 
i | « or diſperſed, like a cloudy Vapour before the Wand, 
| % Oh that thou wouldſt now bring theie Things home 
1 to my Heart, with a more powerful Conviction than 
i „ it hath ever yet felt! Oh that I hou wouldſt purſue 
e me with them, even when I flee from them I If! 
& ſhould ever grow mad enough to endeavour to eſcape 
« them any more, may thy Spirit addreſs me in the 
« Language of effectual Terror; and add all the mok 
© powertul Methods, which Thou knoweſt to be ne 
« ceſſary, to awaken me from this Lethargy, which 
© muſt otherwiſe be mortal! May the Sound of theſe 
Things be in mine Ears, hen 1 go out, and when | 
% come in, when I lie deaun, and when I riſe up (k) And 
| « it the Repote of the Night, and the Buſineſs of the 
1 Pay, be for a While interrupted by the Impreſſion, 
K «© beitſo, O God ! if I may but thereby carry on my 
| « Buſineſs with Thee to better Purpoſe, and at lengil 
0 „ ſecure a Repoſe in Thee, inſtead of all that Terror, 
„ which I now find, when 1 his k ves; GOD, and an 
« troubled (J). 
« O Lon p, my Flip trombleth for Fear of Thee, and] 

& om ofraid of thy Judgments (m). I am afraid del 
« even now, that J have dezun to think of Religion 
4 {hot 


(i) Prov vi to. (B) Deut. vi. 7. 1) Pſal. Ixxvii. $ 
Im) Plal, cxix. 130. ) 7 0 9 
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Chap. 3. against his being tempted to Delay, 31 ) 


« Thou ſhouldſt cut me off in this critical and import- 
„ ant Moment, before my Thoughts grow. to any 
« Ripeneſs ; and blaſt in eternal Death, the firſt Bud. 
« dings and Openings of it m my Mind. But Oh /pare 
« ze, | earn2itly entreat Thee; „er thy Mercies Sake, 
* ſpare me a little longer! It may be, thro' Thy Grace, 
« ] ſhall return. It may be, if Thou continueſt Thy 
« Patience towards me a while longer, there may be 
« ſeme better Fruit produced by this Cumberer of the. 
% Ground (n). And may the remembrance of that long 
* Forbearance, which thou haſt already exerciſed to- 

* wards me, prevent my continuing to trifle with Thee, 
Gand with my own Soul ! From this Day, O Loxo, 
from this Hour, from this Moment, may I be able to 
date more laſting Impreſſions of Religion, than hav: 
© ever yet been made upon my Heart by all that I have 
* ever read, or all that [ have heard! Amen,” "2 


| ) Lukexiii. J. 6. 


| 32 Ss The Sinner charged uh Guilt, Chap. 4. 
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3 = CH A p. IV. = 


The Sinner arrai gned and Convitted, 


Conviction of Guilt neceſſary. &. 1. A Charge of Rebelliu 
again GOD advarced, &. 2, Where it is fhewn, 
Ii). Thatall Men are bern under GOD", Law. F. 3. 
(2). That no Man hath perfedtly kept it. d. 4. An Ap- 
| feal to the Reader's Conſcience on this Head, that be bai 
not. F. 6. (3). That io have broken it, is an Evil in. 
expreſſibly great, &. 6. Illuſtraie by a more particular 
Few of the Aggrazations of this Gu It, arifiag, [i. 
From Knowledee. S. 7. [2] From Divine Favours i:. 
ceived. F. 8 [z. J From Convidtions of Conjeiente over. 
borie. , 9. [A.] From rhe Strivings of GOD's Spiri 
 weſified, §. 10. [e.] Frem Vows ard Reſolutions broken, 
& 11 The Charge ſummed up, and lefi upon the Stunts 


Conſeience. . 12 The Sinners Conf egen under a g cui a 


Conwiciion of Guilt, | 


$. 1. A SI am attempting to lead you to true Rel. 


gion, and not merely io ſome ſuperficial 
Form cf 1i, 1 am ſenſible I can do it no otherwile, than 
in the Way of deep Humiliation. And therefore, ſup- 
pe ſir g you are perſuaded, thro? the Divine Bieſling cn 
Wha! you have before read, to iake it into Confidete 


ticn, 1 would now endeavour, in the ſirſt Place, with al 


the Seriouvineſs I can, to meke you heartily /enfeble oi qeu 


Guilt: beicre Gp. For I well know, tha! unleſs 90 
STE (OnVIncea of this, ard effected with the Conviciien, 
all the Proviſicns of Goſpel Crace will be ſighted, and 
ye ur Soul intaliibly aeflroyee, in the M1Gli of the nobe 
Means appeintes lor its Recovery. I zm fully perſuadel 
that Thoutancs live and die ina Courſe of din, wy 

| | C 
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Chap. 4. as having broken the Law of GOD. 33 a 


out feeling upon their Hearts any Senſe that they are 
Sinners; though they cannot for Shame, but own it in 
Words. And therefore let me deal faithfully with you, 
tho' I may ſeem to deal roughly ; for Complaiſance is 


not.to give Law to Addreſſes in which the Life of your 


Soul is concerned. | 

. 2. PendtT me, therefore, O Sb to conſider 
myſelf at this Time, as an Advocate of GOD ; as one 
employed in his Name, to plead againſt thee, and to 


charge thee with nothing leſs, than being a Rebel and 


a FEN againſt the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and 


Earth. However thou mayeſt be dignified or diſtinguiſh- 


ed among Men; if ihe nobleſt Blood run in thy Veins ; 


if thy ſeat were among Princes, ard thine Arm were 
the Terror of the Mighty in tht Land of the Living (a); 


it would be neceſſary, thon ſhouldſt be told, and told 
plainly, Thou haſt broken the Laas of the King of Kings, 
and by the Breach of it art become obnoxious to his 
righteous Condemnation, 


3. Your Conſcience tells you, that you were born - 


the narural Subject of God; born under the indiſpenſi- 


ble Obligations of his Law. For it is moſt apparent, 


thar the Conſtitution of your Rational Nature, which 
makes you capable of reciving Law from God, binds 
you to obey it. And it 15 equally evident and certain, 
that you have. not exactly obeyed this Law; nay, 
that you have violated it ia many aggravated Intances, 


F. 4. WiLL you dare to deny this? Will you dare 10 


alert your Innocence? Remember it muſfbe a compleat 


lanocence : Yes, and a perfect Righteouſnels too; or it 
can itand you in no ſtead, farther than to prove, that, 


tho' a condemned Sinner, you are not quite fo criminal 
as ſome others, and will not have quite ſo hot a Place 
in Hell as they. And when this is conſidered, will 
ou plead Not Guilly to the Charge ? Search the Records 
i your own Conſcience ; for Gop ſearcheth them: 
ul it ſeriouſly, © Have you never in your Lives ſinned 

aint God!“ Solomon declared, that in his Days, 
ee was not 4 ji Man upon Barth, who did Good, 
id ſinned not (b. And the Apoſtle Paul, that all hau 
wincd, and come ſhort of the Glory of GOD (Cc); chat 
- ore 38 | 1 5 . both 

) Ezek. xxxXii. 27. (b) Eccl. vil. 20. (c) Rom. iii. 23 


liere the World is grown ſo much better ſince their 


by Human Laws; can you pretend, that you have not, 


and its E joyments; of murmuring, or at leaſt of ſecret. 
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34 e many Inflances of his transgreſing 1 it. Chap. 4, 
both Tews and Gentiles, (which you know, comprehen. 
ded the whole Human Race,) were all under Sin (d). 
And can you pre end any imaginable Reaſon, to be. 


Days, 50 any ſhould now plead their own Caſe as an 
Exception? Or will you, however, preſume to ariſe, in 


the Face of the Omniſcient Majeſty of Heaven, and ſay 5 
q am the Man? © TROY. 
$. 5. SUPPOSING, as before, you have been free fred es 
tho e groſs Acts of Immorality, which are ſo pernicious ;,..... 
10 Society, that they have generally been puniſhable 6. 


have 
in ſmaller Infnces, violated the Rules of Piety, of of to 


Temperance, and of Charity? Is there anyone Perſon, 


mere 
who has intimately known you, that would not be able! 3 
to teſtify, you had ſaid, or done ſomething amiſs? Or il you þ 
others could not 3 you, would not your own Heat Leave 
do it? Does it not prove you guilty of Pride, of Paſſion, your 


of Senſuality; of an exceſſive Fondneſs for the World, 07 


lifted 
Iy repining, againſt Goo, under the flrokes of his al. ner, | 
f1chng Providence; of miſpending a great deal of yout ſhip, 
'1ime; of abuſing the Gifts of Gop's Bounty, to vain front 


if not (in ſome Inſtances) to pernicious Purpoſes ; oft, i: 


mocking him, when you have pretended to engage u 


his Worthip, drawing near to him with your Mouth, aud 


Nay, 
your Lips, while your Heart has been far from him (e)! 4 ; 
Does not Conſcience condemn you of tome one Bre 7,,.... 
of the Law at leaſt? And by one Breach of it, you an thee, 


inen Senſe, a Scriptural Senſe, become guilty of all (f) Nas che 
and are as incapable of being juſlified before Gop by 


Yai 


any obedience of your own, as if you had committed oppo! 


Ten Thouſand Offences. But, in Reality, there are is he. 
Jen Thouſand, and more, chargeable to your Account tmat 
When vou come to reflect on all your Sins of Ne gli 77 
gence, as well as on thoſe of Commiſſion ; on all the mou! 
inſtances, in which you have Failed to do Good, when il voke 
was in the Por er of your Hand to do it (g); on all the put e 
Jade in Which AQs of Devotion have 5 omit Hart in 
ted, eſpecially i in Secret; and on all thoſe Caſes in which from 
5 e yol 
(d) Rom. iii. 9. (e) Iſai. xxix. 13. (f) Jam. ii. 10. (h) 
() Prov. iii. 27, | | | (1) L 


Chap. 4. The great Evil of offending GOD. 35 
you have ſhewn a ſtupid Diſregard to the Honour of 
Gon, and to the Temporal and Eternal ITappineſs of 
your Fellow-Creatures : When all theſe, I lay, are re- 
viewed, the Number will ſwell beyond all Poſſibility of 
Account, and force you to cry out, Mine Iniquities are 
une than the Hairs of my Head (). They will appear 
in ſuch a Light before you, that -your own Heart will 
charge you with countleſs Multitudes ; and how much 
more then hat GOD, aubo is greater than your Heart, and 
bnoweth all things (i) 

§. 6. And ſay, Sinner, Is it a lathe Thing, that you 
have preſumed to ſet light by the Authority of the Gop 
of Heaven, and to violate his Law, if it had been by 
mere Careleſſneſs and Inattentiqn? How much more 
heinous, therefore, is the Guilt, when in ſo many Inſtances 
you have done it knowingly, and wilfully ? Give me 
Leave ſeriouſly to aſk you, and let me intreat you to aſk 


Jour own Soul, Againſt whom haßt thou magnified thy- 


? Againſt whom haſt thou exalted thy Voice (k), or 
lifted up thy rebellious Hand ? Oa whole Law, Oh Sin- 
ner, haſt thou preſumed to trample ? and whoſe Friend- 
ſhip, and whoſe Enmity haſt thou thereby dared to af- 
front ? Is it a Man like thyſelf, that thou hilt inſulted ? 
I: ic only a Temporal Monarch? Oaly one, who can 
4 1by Body, and then" hath uo more that he can = < (1) ? 
Nay, Sinner, thou Wouldſt not have dared to treat a 
Temporai Prince, as thou haſt treated the King Eternal, 
Inmortal, and In viſible (m). No Price could have hired 
thee, to deal by the Majeſty of an Earthly Sovereign, 
as thou haſt dealt by hat GOD, before whom the Che- 
ubm and Seraphim are continually bowing, Not one 
oppoling or complaining, diſputiag or murmuring Word 
is heard among all the Celeſtial Legions, when the In- 
timations of his Will are publiſhed to them. And who 
art thiu, Oh wretched Man? avbo art thou, that thou 
ſhoujdſt oppoſe Him ? That hor ſnouldſt oppoſe and pro- 
veke 2 GOD of infinite Power and Terror, who needs 
but exert one ſingle AQ of his Sovereign Will, and thou 
art in a Moment kRripped of every poſſeſion cut off 
from e800 Hope; deſtroyed and rooted up from Exiſt- 


4 ence, 
) Pſal, xl. 12. (i i) 1 John in, 20. (K) 2 Kings xix. 23 
0 Luke Xil. 4. 005 1 Tim, i. 7. | | 


36 The heinous Avgravations of Sin, 
bly worſe, conſigned over to the ſevereſt and moſt Jaftin 


ed; whom thou haſt affronted to his Face, preſuming 
to violate his expreſs Laws in his very Preſence : This 


Courle and Series of Rebellions and Provocations, in 
which thou haſt perſiſted, more or leſs, ever ſince thou 


Charge if you can, 


. the great Things of his Law, yet thou haſf accounted them 


pot thy Duty been in ſome Inſtances ſo plain, that even 
without any Iaſtrugion at all, 


Chap: 4 


ence, if that were his Pleaſure ; or, what is inconceiva. 


Agonies | ? Yet; This is the Gob, whom thou halt offend. 


is the Gos, before whom thou ſtandeſt as a convicted 
Criminal; conviaed not of One or Two particular Of. 
fences, but of Thouſands and Ten Thouſands ; of a 


waſt born; and the Particulars of which have been at. 
tended, with almoſt every conceivable Circumſtance of 
Aggravation. Reflect on teens and deny the 


F. 7. Ir Knowledge be an Agra vation of Guilt, thy 
Goilt, O Sinner, is greatly aggravated ! For thou walt 
born 1 Emanuele Lans, and Gop hath aviitten to thee 


as a firange Thing (n). Thou haſt 4nozn to do Grad and 
a not done it (o); and therefore % ite the Omiſſion 

it has been Sin indeed. Haft thou not known ? Hat 
56 not heard (p)? Waft thou not early taught the 
Will of Gop, in thine Infant Years ? Haſt thou not 
fince received repeated Leſſons, by which it bas been in- 
cuſcated again and again, in public and in private, by 
preaching and reading the Word of God? Nay, hath 


might eaſily have inferred it? And haſt thou not ailo 
been warned of the Conſequences of Diſobedience ? Haſt 
thou not known the rightcous Fudement of GOD, _ 


they who commit ſuch Things are worthy of Death (q)? 


Yet thou haft, perhaps, nt only done the ſame, but 2 


raten Pleaſure in theſe that do tbem; haſt choſen them 


for thy moſt intimate Friends and Companions ; ; fo as 
thereby to frengthen by the Force of Example and Con- 
verſe, the Hand's of egch other in your Iniquities. 

6, 8. Nay mere, If Divine Love and Mercy be any 
Apgravaiion 'of the Sins committed againſt it, thy 


Crimes, O Sinner, are heinouſly ee Mo 


thou 
(n) HC. viii. 12. (p) Ifai. x}. 208, 


(0% Jam. iv. 17. 
(q) Rom. 1. 32. N 
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Chap. 4. as N a2ainſ Liebe and Mer'y 3% 
thou not acknowledge it, O foolihh Creature and unwiſe ? 
Huſt thou not been ae and brourht un by bim as his 
Child, and yet hafl rebelled againſt him (r )? Did not 
God take peu out of the Womb (s) ? Did he not watch 
over you in your Infant Days, and guard you from a 
Multitude of Dangers, which the mott careful Parent or 
Nurſe could not have obſerved, or warded off? Has he 
not given you your Rational Powers? And is it not by 
Him you have been favoured with every Opportunity of 
improving them? Has he not every Day ſupplied your 
Wants, with an unwezried Liberality; and added, with 
Reſpect to many who will read this, the Delicacies of 
Life to its neceſſary Supports ? Has he not heard your 
Cry, when Trouble came upen you (t) ; and frequently ap- 
peared for your Dcliverance, when in the Diſtreſſes of 
Nature you have called upon him for Help? Has he not 
reſcued you from Ruin, when it ſeemed juſt ready to 
ſwallow you up ; and healed your Diſeaſes, when it 
eemed to all about you, that 2% Refine of your Days 
| aaf cut off in the Mid/t (u)? Or, if it had not been ſo, 
is not this long contiuued and uninterrupted Health, 
Which you have enjoyed for ſo many Years, to be ac- 
WW knowiedged as an equivalent Obligation? Look round 
opon all your Poſſeſlions, and (ay, What one Thing have 
in the World, which his Goodneſs did not give you, 
f and which it hath not thus far preſerved to you? Add to 
1 
n 


all this, the kind Notices of his Will, which he hath ſent 
you; the tender Expostulations which he hath uſed with 
oo, to bring you to a wiſer and better Temper ; and 
De Diſcoveries and gracious Invitations of his Goel, 
which you have heard, and which you have deſpited : 
Aud then ſay, whether your Rebellion has not been 
aggravated by the vileſt . g g and whether that 
een ee can be accounted ſmall? 
9. AGaiN, If it be any Aggravation of Siu to be 
Rac againj} Conjcience, thy Crimes, O Sinner, 
h:1e been ſo aggravated, Conſult the Records of it; 
and then diſpute the Fact, if you can. there is a Spirit 


by i Man, and the Inſpiration cf the Aimighty 214 veth him 
uft , 09 ; and that Uaderſtanding will act, and 
on 5 a ſecret 
8, Li. i. 2. 8 Plat XX11. g. () Job xxvii. g. 


(u) Plel, cli. 24. | Iſai, XAXVI1L, 10, | (w) job XXXll, 8. 


5 


— 


38 The Sinner afs ag alnſt his Conſcience, 


Chap. 4, 


a ſecret Conviction of being accountable to its Maker 
and Preſerver, is inſeparable from the Actings of it. I; 


is eaſy to object to Human Remonſtrances, and to give 


Things falſe Colourings before men; but the Heart of. 
ten condemns, while the. Tongue excuſes, Haye you 
not often found it ſo ? Has not Conſcience remonſtrated 
againſt your paſt Conduct, and have not theſe Remon. 
frances been very painful too? I have been aſſured bya 
Gentleman of undoubted Credit, that when he was in 
the Purſuit of all the gayeſt Senſuslities of Life, and was 


rcckoned one of the happieſt of Mankind, he has ſeen a 
Deg come into the Room where he was among his merry 


Companions, and has groaned inwardly, and ſaid, “ Oh 
that I had been ht dog!” And hal thou, Sinner, 
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all t 
favo 
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felt nothing like this? Has thy Conſcience been ſo /upi- d. 
fied, fo feared with a hot Iren (x), that it has never cried may 
out of any of the Violences which have been done it? mitte 
Has it never warned thee of the fatal Conſequences of Ml {:nc 
what thou haſt done in Oppolition to it? Theſe Warn- who, 
ings are, in Effect, the Voice of GOD ; they are the Ad- rwe. 
monitions which he gave thee by Toy Vicegerent in thy to th 
Breaſt. And when 5 Sentence for thy Evil Works is ext» have 
cuted upon thee in everlaſting Death, thou ſhalt hear devot 
that voice ſpeaking to thee again, in a louder Tone, and Thin. 
ſeverer Accent than before: And thou: ſhall be. tor- an 4. 
mented with its Upbraidings through £ternity, "becauſe I thc? J 
thou wouldit not, in Time, hearken to its, Hdmonition. have 
. 10. LET me add further, I it be any Aggrave And 
bian, that Sin has been committed after GOD has been fance 
-mowving by his Spirit on the Mind, ſurely your Sin has leviat 
been attended with that Aggravation too. Under the WM perha 
Floſaic Diſpenſation, dark and imperfect as it was, h you n 
Spirit firove with the Jews ; elſe Stephen could not haveM nant, 
charged it upon hem, that through all their Generations i they 
they 2 always refiſted him (y). Now ſurely we may weigh 
much more reaſonably apprehend, that he ſtrives with have | 
Sinners under the Goſpel. And have you never experi-W Bu: | 
enced any Thing of this Kind, even when there ha perſon 
been no external Circumſtance to awaken you, nor am your ' 
pious Teacher near you ! Have you never perceived Mou h. 
zome Feten pets upon your Mind, leading you toc 1 


think 


(x) I Tim. iv. 2 · (y) Acts vii. 52. 


Chap. 4. and reſi ts the Striving: of the Spirit, 39 
think of Religion, urging you to an immediate Conſide- 
ration of it, ſweetly inviting you to make Trial of it, 


and warning you that you would lament this ſtupid 
Neglect ? O Sinner, why were not theſe happy Motions 


attended to ? Why did you not as it were, ſpread out 
all the Sails of your Soul, to catch that Heavenly, that 


favourable Breeze ? But you have careleſsly neglected it: 
You have overborne theſe kind Influences : How reaſon- 
ably then might he Sentence have gone forth in eighteen 
Diſpleaſure, My Spirit ſpall n more irive (2). And in- 
deed, who can ſay, that it is not already gone forth? If 
you fee! no ſecret Agitation of Mind, no Remorſe, no 


tais, there will be Room, great Room to ſuſpect it. 
. 11. THERE is indeed one Aggravatien more, which 


mitted againfl ſolemn Covenant Engagements : A Circum- 
ſtance which has lain heavy on the Conſciences of many, 
who, perhaps in the main Series of their Lives, have 
ſerved GoD with great Integrity. But let me call you 


to think, To what is this owing ? Is it not, that you 
have never perſonally made any folemn Profeſſion of 


eroting yourſelf to Gop at all? have never done any 
Thing, which has appeared to your own Apprevoſion 

an Action by which you made a Covenant with Him; 

WW tho! you have heard ſo much of his Covenant, tho? you 
have been ſo ſolemnly and ſo tenderly invited into it? 

And in this View, how monſtrous mult this Circum- 

„ ſtaoce appear, which at firſt was mentioned as ſome Al- 

5 WW leviation of Guilt ? Yet I muſt add, that you are oot 


you may at firſt imagine. I will not inſiſt on the Care- 


vel nant, which your Parents made in your Name, when 
they devoted you to Gop i Baptiſm; tho? it is really a 
Wl <ignty Matter, and by calling ' urſelf a Chriſtian you 
th 


hive profeſſed to own and avow what they then did, 

But L would remind you, of what may have been more 
perſonal and expreſs, Has your Heart been, even from 
your Youth, hardened to ſo uncommon a Degree, that 
you have never cried to Gop in any Seaſon of Danger 
and Dien ? And did you never mingle Votos with 


. thoſe 
(2) Gen. vi. 3. | 


Awakening, while you read ſuch a Remonſtrance as 


may not attend your Guilt; I mean, that of being com- 


perhaps altogether ſo free from Guilt oa this Head, as 


. —-— — — 
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46 He breaks his Vows, and fo is inexcuſable. Chap. 4. 


thoſe Cries? Did you never promiſe, that if Gop would 
hear and help you in that Hour of Extremity, you would 
forſake your Sins, and ſerve him as long as you lived? 
He heard and hetped yeu, or you had not been reading 
theſe Lines; and, by ſuch Deliverance, did, as it were, 
bind down your Vows upon you ; and therefore your 
Guilt in the Violation of them remains before Him, 
tho' you are ſtupid enough to forget them. Nothing 1s 
forgotten, nothing is overlooked by Him; and the Day 
will come, when the Record ſhall be laid before you too, 

$. 12. AND now, O Sinner, think ſerioufly with thy- 
ſeif, what Defence thou wilt make to all this! Prepare 
thine Apology ; call thy Witneſſes; make thine Appeal 
from Him whom thou haſt thus offended, to ſome ſu- 


perior Judge, if ſuch there be. Alas, thoſe Apologies 


are ſo weak and vain, that one of thy Fellow-Worms 
may eaſily detect and confound them; as 1 will en- 
deavour preſently to ſhew thee. But thy foreboding 
Conſcience already knows the Iſſue. Thou art convid- 
e; convicted of the moſt aggravated Offences. . Thou 
haft rot humbled thine Heart, but lifted up thyſelf againſt the 
LORD 'if Heaven (a); and thy Sentence Pall come ferth 
rem his Preſence (b). Thou haſt violated his known 
Law; thou haſt d-/pi/ed and abuſed his numberleſs Mer- 
cies ; thou baſt afronted Conſerence, his Vicegerent in thy 
Soul; thou haſt refed and grieved his Spirit 3 thou halt 
tried with him in all thy pretended Submiſſions ; and in 
ene Word, and that his own, thou ha/? done E 1 Things 
as thou could (c). Thouſands are, no doubt, already in 
Bell, whole Guilt never equalled thine ; and 'tis aſtoniſh- 
ing, that Gop has ſpared thee to read this Repreien- 
tation of thy Caſe, or to make any Pauſe upon it. Oh 
walte not ſo precicus a Moment, but enter, as attentively, 
and as humbly as thou canit, into thoſe Reflections, 
v hich ſuit a Caſe {0 lamentable, and ſo terrible as 
-: thine }-- 


6 SS a Pfal. xi. 2. (ee) Jer. iii. þ 


Chap, FR The Confe on 0 of a Convinced Simmer. 42; 


The Cos FESSION of a Sinner, convinced in Liner val of his 


Guilt, 


GOD ! Thow injured Sovereion, Thou all pene- 

*trating and almighty Judge What ſhall I ſay, 
to this Charge? Shall” | pretend, I am wronged by 
it, and Rand on the Defence in thy Preſence ? I dare 
not do it; for Thou knoweft my Foelifbnefs, and none of 
my Sins are hid from Thee (d). My Conſcience tells 
me, that-a Denial of my Crimes would only increaſe 
them, and add new Fuel to the Fire of thy deſerved 
Wrath. JF [juftify myſelf, mine own Mouth avill con- 


* demn me; if I ſay, I am perfect, it will alſa prove me 


perverſe e). For inuumerable E vils have compaſſed me 
atout : Mine Iiiguities have taken hold upon me, ſo that 
Jam not able to loo up : They are, as I have been 
told in thy Name, more than the Hairs of my Head, 
and therefore my Heart falletb me (f). I am more 
guilty, than is poſſible for another to declare or re- 
preſent, My Heart ſpeaks more than any other Ac- 
cuſer. And thou, O LORD, art mach greater than 
my Heart, and tnotbeſt all Thi: 25 (g). 

« Wfa r has my Life been but a Courſe of Rebellion 
againſt Thee? It is not this or that particular Ac- 
tion alone, I have to lament. Nothing has been 


right in its Principles, and Views, and Ends. My 


whole Soul has been diſordered, All my Thoughts, 
my Affections, my Deſires, my Purſuits, have been 
wretchedly alienated from Thee. I have acted, as if 
I had hated Thee, who art infinitely the lovelieſt of 
all Beings ; as if I had been contriving, how I might 
tempt Thee to the uttermoſt, and wear out Thy Pa- 
tience, marvellous as it is. My Actions have been 
evil; my Morde yet more evil than they; and, O 
Blefied God, my Heart, how much more corrupt than 
either! What an inexhauited Fountain o/ Sin, has 
there been in it? 4 Pountain of Original Corruption, 
which mingied its bitter Streams with the Days of 
early Childhood; and which, alas, flows on 3 

* this 


(d) Plal, Ixix. Ho * (e) Job 1X 20. . | f (f) Pſal, xl. 12. 
(8) 1 John Mi. 20. | F 
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The Confe en of a Convinced Sinner. Chap. 4. 
this Day, beyond what Actions or Mors could ex- 
I fee this to have been the Caſe, with Regard 


to what [ can particularly ſurvey. But Oh, how many 


Manthe, and Years, have I forgotten ? concerning 


which I only know this, in the general, that they are 


much like thoſe I can remember ; except it be, that 


6 I have been growing w/e and worſe, and provoking 


cc 
C« 


( 


cc 
Cc 


; not 1 {AN (6)- 


J hive, I owe to thine Indulgence, 


Thy Patience more and more, tho' every new Exer- 


ciſe of it was more and more wonderful. 


« AR D how am I aſtoniſhed, that thy Forbearance 
is ti! continued ! It is, Lrcanſe Thou art GOD, and 
Had J, afintul Worm, been thus in- 
Jared, I could not have endured it. Had I been a 
Prince, I had long fince done Jultice on any Rebel, 

whoſe Crimes had borne but a dis ant Reſemblance 
to mine. Had I been a Parent, I had long fince caſt 
off the ungrateful Child, who had made me ſuch a 
Return as I have all my Life long been making to 
Thee, O Thou Farber of my Spirit ! The Flame of 
natural Aſtection would have been extinguiſned; and 
his Sight, and bis very Name, would have become 
hateful tome. Why then, O LORD, am I not 0 
owt from thy Preſence (i)? Why am I not ſealed up 
under an irreverſible Sentence of DeftraQion ! That 
zut Oh, if there 
be yet any Way of Peliverance, if there be yet any 
Hope for ſo guilty a Creature, may it be opened upon 
me by Thy Goſpel and 'Thy Grace ! And if any 
farther Alarm, Humiliation, and Terror, be neceſſary 


to my a and Salvation, may I meet them, and 


bear them all! Found mine Heart, O Lord, fo that 
Thou wilt but afterwards heal it; and breat it in 


% Pieces, if Thou wilt but at length condeſcend to 


4% Pinal it up. (*) [99 


(1) Hol. xi. g. (i) Jr. li. 2. (*) Hof. vi. 1. 


CHAP, 
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Chaps? The Sinner ripped of his Pleas, 43 


* * 
5 * * 


En Y.- 
The Sinner ſtripped of his vain Pleas. 


The Vanity of thoſe Pleas, which Sinners may ſecretly con- 
fide in ſo apparent, that they will be aſhamed at lafl to 
mention them before GOD. F. 1, 2. Such as, (1). That 
they deſcended from pious Parents, F. 3. '(2.) That they 
had attended to the Speculative Part of Religion. F. 4. 
( 3.) That they had entertained found Notions. F. 'P (4) 

at they had expreſſed a zealous Regard to Religion, and 
attended the outward Forms of WW or ſhip with thoſe they 
apprehended the pureſt Churches, F. 6. 7. (5.) That 
they had been free from yroſs Immoralities. &' 8. (6.) 
That they did not think the Conſequence of neglecting Re- 
ligion world have been fo fatal. F. g. (7.) That they 
could not do otherwiſe than they did. F. 10. Conclufion 
. 11. Hith the Meditation of a convinced Sinner, give 
ing up his vain Pleas before GOD. . | 


8 Y laſt Diſcourſe lefi the Sinner in a very a 

| larming, and a very pitiable Circumſtance, 

a Criminal convicted at the Bar of Gor, diſarmed of all 
Pretences to perfect Innocence and ſinleſs Obedience, and 
conſequently obnoxious to the Sentence of a holy Law, 
which can make no Allowanze for any Tranſgreſſion, no, 
not for the leaſt ; but pronounces Death, ard a Curſe, 
againſt every act of Diſobedience: How much more 
then againſt- thoſe numberleſs and aggravated Acts of 
Rebellion, of which, O Sinner, thy Conſcience hath con- 
demned thee before Gop ? I Would hope, ſome of my 
Readers will ingenuouſly fall under the Conviction, and 
not think of, making any Apology : For ſure | am, that 
humbly to plead Guilty at the Divine Bar, is the moſt de- 
cent, and, all Things conſidered, the molt prudent Thing 
that can be done, in ſuch an unhappy Circumſtance. Yet 
I know the Treachery, and the Selt- flattery, of a ſinful 
and corrupted Heart, I know what Excr/es it makes, 
and how, whea it is driven from one Refuge, it flies to 
"In | - another, 


to you, that you have abuſed it, 


(d) Ha, xXxVI. 6, 


44 The Plea of a Deſcent from Pious Parents, Chap. 5. 

another, to fortify itſelf againſt. Conviction, and ta 
perſuade; not merely another, but itſelf, * That if it 
has been in ſome Inſtances to blame, it is not quite- 
% ſo criminal as was repreſented : That there are at leaſt 
© Conſlidera'jons that plead in its Favour, which, if they 
, cannot juſtify, will in ſome Degree excuſe.“ A ſecret 


+ Re/»rve of this Kind, ſometimes perhaps ſcarce formed 


into a diſtinct Reflection, breaks the Force of Conviction, 
and often prevents that deep Humiliation before Gov, 
which is the happieſt Token of approaching Deliver— 


ance, I will therefore examine into ſome of theſe Par- 


ticulars ; and for that Purpoſe would ſerioufly aſk thee, 
O Sinner, What thou haſt to offer in Arreſt of Tudg- 

en? What Pea thou canſt urge for thy Sf, Why the 
Sentence of GOD ſhould not go forth 4 8 thee, and why 
185 ſhould not fall into the Hands of his Jaſtice? 

F. 2. Bur this I mult premiſe, that the Queſtion is 
not, How thou weuldſt anſwer to me, a weak finful 


Worm like thyſelf. who am ſhortly to ſtand with the at 


the fame Bar: (% LORD grant that I may find Mercy 
of the LORD in that Day (a) !) But, what wilt thou 
reply to thy Judge ? What coulalt thou plead, if thou 
wait now actual ly before his Tribunal; waere, to malti- 


ply vain Words, and to frame idle Apologies, would be 


but to increaſe thy Guilt and Provocation ? Surely the 
very Thought of his Preſence mutt ſuperſede a Thouland 
of thoſe trifling Excuſes, which now ſometimes impoſe 
on a Generation that are fure in ther own Eyes, tho? they 
are not waſhed from their Fi/thineſs (b): Or while they 
are conſcious of their own Impuriics, truſt in Words 
that cannot prefit (e), and lean upon broken Rees { (d). 

F. 3. You will. not, to be ſure, in ſuch a Circum- 
Nance plead © that you are deſcended from pious Pa- 
© rents,” That was indeed your Privilege : and Woe be 
nd jerfaken the GOD 


of your bathers (e). Iſhmact was immediately deſcended 


from Abrazam the Friend of GOD ; ard Ehau was the 


vn of {/aac, who was bora according to the Promiſe: 
Vet yuu know they were both cut oft t om the Bletling, 
to which they apprehended they had a K nd of herelitary 


aim. 
(2) 2 Tim. j. 18. (b) 1 xxx. 12. 


(e) 2 Chron, vii. 22. 


(c) Jer, vi. 8. 


Chap. 5. or of an orthodox Judgment, will not avail, 4; 
Claim. You may remember that ov LORD does not 
only ſpeak of one who could call Hrabam Father, who 
was tormented in Flames (f); but expteſsly declares, that 
many of the Children of the Kinsdom fra 21] be ſhut out of it 3 
and when others come from the mot diſtant Parts 70 /t 
d1:on in it, ſhall be diſtinguiched from their Companions _ 
in Miſery, only by londer Accents of Lamentation, and 
more furious gnacving.of Teeth (g). 

$. 4. Nox will you hen pretume to o plead, « that you 

„ had exerciſed your Thoughts about the /pecrlative 
% Part of Religion.” For to what End can this ſerve, 
but to increaſe your Condemnation ! Since you have 
broken . Gop's Law, ſince you have contradicted the 
molt obvious and apparent Obligations of Religion, to 
have enquired into it, and argued upon it, is a Circum- 
ſtance that proves your Guilt more audacious, What p 
did you think Religion was merely an Exerciſe of Men's 
Wit, and the Amuſement of their Curiofity ? If yon 

argued about it, on the Principles of common Senſe, 
you mult have judged and proved it to be a practical 
Thing: And if it was fo, why did you not practiſe ac- 
cordingly ? You knew the particular Branches of it: 
And why then did you not attend to every one of them 
'To have pleaded an unavoidable Ignorance, would have 
been the happieſt Plea that could -have remained for 
you : Nay, an actual, tho? faulty Ignorance, would have 
been ſome little Allay of your Guilt. Butaf, by your 
own Confeflion, you have &nown your Maſter's Mill, and 
bade wot done it, you bear Witneſs againſt yourſelf, that 
you deſerve to be beaten with many Stripes (h. 
§ 5. Nox yet again will it ſuffice to ſay; that 
„% you have had right Notions, both of the Docrines 
«© and the Precepts of Religion.” Your Advantage for 
pract iſing it was therefore the greater: But underſtand- 
ing, and acting right, can never go for the ſame Thing, 
in the Judgment of Gop, or of Man. In believing 
there is owe GOD, you have done well; but the Devils 
% believe and tremble (i). In acknowledging Chriſt 
to ve the Son of GOD, and the Holy One, you have done 

el too; but you know the unclean Spirits made this 

. very 

8. 1 Luke xvi, 24. (80 Matt. viii. 11, 12. (h) Luke xii. 47s 
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(„) Jam, 11, 19- 


*%.. 


in everlaſting Chains, under Darkneſs, wito the Fudoment of 
the great Day (1). 


Spirits, as well as by you ? 


Societies, where ſuch Articles of Faith were profeſſed, 
and ſuch Forms 87 Worſhip were practiſed ; and 


„ Exactneſs of your Attendance, by the Zeal with 


"that this Zeal of thine, about the Circumſtantials of 


an artful Veil, under which thou waſt carrying on thy 
mean Deſigns for this World ; while the ſacred Names 


diſtinguiſhed Curſe, for ſo daring an Inſult on the Di- 
vine Omniſcience, as well as Jultice. 
 Farne/ine/s, with which you have been contending for te 
Faith aud N ie, which «was once delivered to the Saintf 


46 [tis in v, te plead a Zeal for Forms, Chap, x, 
very orthodox Conſenon (k), and yet they are rev 


and will you place any ſecret Conf. 
dence in at, which might be pleaded by the Infernal 


$. 6. Bur perhaps you may think of pleading that 
« you have aCtual.y dne fomerhing in Religion.“ Hav. 
ing judged what Faith was the ſoundeit, and what 
Worſkip the parefſt. * You entered yourſelf into thoſe 


« among thoſe. you have ſignalized yourſe: ves, by the 


& which you have eſpouſed their Cauſe, and by the 
© Earneflnefs wich which you have contended for fuch 
„ Principies and practices. O Sinner, I much fear 


Religion, will ſwell thine Account, rather than be al- 
lowed in Abatement of it. He that ſearches thine 
Heart, knows from whence it aroſe, and how far it ex- 
tended, Perhaps, He ſees that it was all Hypocri/y; 


of God and Religion were profaned and proſtituted in 
the baſeſt Manner: And if fe, thou art cwr/ed with a 


Or perhaps le 


(m), or which, tis poſible, you may have raſhly con. 
cluded to be that, might be mere Pride and Bitterneſs 
of Spirit: And all the Zeal you have exprefled might 
poſſibly ariſe from a Confidence of your own Judgment, 
from an Impatience of Contradiction, or ſome ſecret 
Malignity of Spirit which delighted itſelf in condemn: 
ing, and even in worrying others; yea, which (if I may 
be allowed the Expreſlion,) fiercely preyed upon Relt- 


gion, as the Tyger upon the Lamb, to turn it into a 


Nature moſt contrary to its own, And ſhall this ſcreen 
you betore the great Tribunal? Shall it not rather 
awaken the Diſpleaſure, it is pleaded to avert ? 


7. Bur 
(m) Jude, ver. 3 


(k) Like iy, 34 41. () Jude, ver, 6, 


Chap. 5. or- to urge the Works you have done. 47 

F. 7. bee ſay, that this Zeal for Notions and Forms 
has been ever ſo well intended, and fo far as 1t has gonez 
ever ſo well conducted too; what will that avail towards 
vindicating thee in ſo many Inſtances of Negligence and 


Diſobedience, as are recorded againſt thee in he Bool of 


GO D's Remembrance? Were the Revealed Doctriaes of 
the Goſpel to be earneſtly maintained, (as indeed they 
onght ;) and was the great practical Purpoſe for which 
they were revealed to be 2 orgot? Was the very Mint 
and Aniſe, and Cummin-to be tithed, and were the aveigh- 


tier Matters of the Law to be omitted (n); even that Love 


to GOD, which is its rf? and great Command (o)? Oh 
how wilt thou be able to wvindicate even the jullzff Sen- 
tence thou haſt paſſed on others for their Infidelity, or for 


nk Diſebedience, without being condemned out of thine 
wx Mouth (p) ! | 


$. 8. WILL you then plead, % your fair moral Chas 


„ rafter, your Works of Righteouſnr/s and of Macy ?“ 
IIad your obedience to the Law of Gon been compleat, 
the Plea might be allowed, as important and valid. But 
I have ſuppoſed and proved above, that Conſcicnce teftie 
fies to the Contrary, and you will not now dare to con:ra- 
dict it. I add farther, Had theſe Works of yours, which 
you now urge, proceeded from a ſincere Love to Gop, 
and a genuine Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you would 


not have thought of pleading them, any otherwiſe than 
as an Evidence of your Iatereſt in the Goſpe] Covenant, 
and in the Bleſſings of it, prozured by the Rightcon/neſs - 


and Blood of the Redeemer : And that Faith, had it 
been ſincere, would have been attence | with ſuch deep 
Humility, and with ſuch ſolemn Apprehenſions of the 
Divine Holineſs and Glory, that inſtead of pleading any 
Works of your own before Gob, you would rather have 
implored his Pardon, for the Mixture of ſinful Imper- 
fection attending the very beſt of them.” Now, as you 
are a Stranger to this humbling and ſanctifying Princi- 
ple, (Which here, in this Addreſs, I ſuppoſe my Reader 


to be, ) it is abſo! utely neceſſary you ſhauld be plainly 
and faithfully told, that neither Sobriety, nor Hongiy 
nor Humanity, will juſtify you before the Tribunal of 
Cob, when he lays Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſneſs 


L 
(a) Matt, xxiii. 23. (0) Matt. xxii. 38. (p) Luke xix. 22. 
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48 Freedom from groſs Tmmoralities, Chap. z“ 
to the Plummet q), and examines all your Actions, and 
all your Thoughts, with the ſtricteſt Severity. You 
have not been a Drunkard, an Adulterer, or a Robber, 
So far it is well. You hand before a righteous Gon, 
wao will do you ample Juſtice; and therefore will not 
condemn you for Drunkenneſs, Adultery, or Robbery, 
But you have forgetten him, your Parent and your Be- 
ne fagor; you have caft off Fear and refiraintd Prayer 
before Liam (r) ; you have deſpiſed the Blood of his Son, 
and all the immortal Bleſſings that he purchaſed with 
it. For this therefore are you judged, and condemn- 
ed, And as for any Thing that has looked like Virtue, 
and Humanity in your Temper and Conduct, the 
Exerciſe of it has in a great Meaſme been its own Re- 
Ward, if there were any Thing more than Form and 
Artifice in it; and the various Boanties of Divine Pro- 
vidence to you amidit all the numberleſs Provocations, 
have been a thouſand Times more than an Equivalent 
for ſuch defeRive and imperfe& Virtues as theſe. You 
remain therefore chargeable with the Guilt of a 
Thouſand Offences, for which you have no Excuſe; 
tho' there are ſome other Inſtances, in which you did 
not groſsly offend. And thoſe good Works, in which 


pou have been ſo ready to truſt, will no more vindicate 


you in his awful Preſence, than a Man's kindnels to his 
poor Neighbours would be allowed as a Plea in rel 
, Judgment, when he Rood convicted of High Trealon 
1 his Prince. 

$. 9. Bor you will, perhaps, be ready to ſay, © You 
6 4. not ep all this: You did not think the Conſe- 
„% quences of neglecting Religion would have been / 
fatal.“ And why did you rot think it? Why did you 
not examine more attentively, and more "impartially ! 


Why did you ſuffer the Pride and Folly of your vain; 


Heart, to take up with ſuch ſuperficial Appearances, and 
truſt he light Suggefions of your own prejudiced Mind, 
againſt che expreſs Declaration of the Word of GOD ? 
Had you reflected on his Character, as the Supreme Ge— 
vernor of the World, you would have ſeen the Neceſſity 
of ſuch a Day of Retribution, as we are now referring 
to, Had you regarded the Scripture, the Divine Au— 
| thori'y 


(q) Iſai. xxviii; 17. (5 Job xV. 4 4. 
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Chap. g. or Want of Thought, will be to Plea. 49 


« Religion ““ 


ment of another Kind ? Ot what Kind, I beleech you 9. 
What End could you propoſe by any thing elſe, of 


ſcience will tell you, that there have been Seaſons, when 
for want of Thought, Time and Lite have been a Bur- 
then to you : Yet you guarded againit Thought as an Ene- 
my, and caſt up {as it were) an Intrenchment of {ncon- 
ſideration around you on every Side, as if it had been 
to detend you from the moſt dangerous Iavaſion. Gop 
knew you were thuughtleſs ; and therefore he ſent you 
Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept (s), in ſuck plain 
Language, that it needed no Genius or Study to ander- 
ſtand it. He tried you too with Alffictions, as well as 


with Mercies, to awaken you oat of your fata! Lethargy; 


And yet, when awakened, you would lie down again 


upon the bed of Sloth, And now, pleaſing as your 


Dreams might be, you mult lie dotun in Sorrow (t). Re- 
Rection has at laſt overiaken you, and mult be heard as 
a Tormentor, fince 1t might got be heard as a Friend. 


$. 10. But ſome may perhaps imagine, that ox? im- 


WH cr{ant Apology is yet unheard, and chat there may be 
leona to fay, “ You were by the Neceffity of your Nature, 
 W< mpelled to thoſe things, which are now charged 

© upon you as Crimes; whereas 2b was not in your 


1 WM Power to have avoided them, in the Circumſtances j in 
- W< which you are placed,” If his will ao any Thing, 
it indeed. promiſes zo do much; fo much, that it will 
1 amount co nothing. It I were diſpoſed to anſwer [you 
? Wupon the Foily and Madneſs of your own Principles, I 
n might ſay, that the ſame Conſideration, which proves it 
d 25 nece{/ary, for you to offend, proves allo that it is ne- 
Wy ior Gop to puinish you ; apd that, indeed, He can- 
4 


uot but do it: And 1 might, farther ſay, with an excellent 
Wiiter of our own Age“, „ ] hat the {ame Principles 


this, 
5) Iſai. xxviii. 10. (t) Ifai, 1, . 


H. of Briſtol's Analogy, &c, Page 1354 Octave Edit, 


ricv of which you proteſſed to believe, every Page might 
have taught you to expect it, © You did not think of 

And of what were you thinking, when 
you forgot, or neglected i it P Had you too much Employ- 


equal Momen: 2 Nay, with all your Engagements, Con- 


© which deſtroy the "Injuflice of Sins, deſtroy the In- 7 
* juſtice 5 Punishment lese Buc it you cannot admit 
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50% I wain to ſay you could not de otherwiſe, Chap. 5. 
this, if you ſhould ſtill reply in ſpite of Principle, that it 
muſt be anju/t io puniſh yourfor an Action utterly and ab- 
ſolutely unavoidable; I really think you would anſwer 
right. But in that anſwer you will contradict your own 
Scheme, (as I obſerved above ;) and I leave your Con. 
ſcience to judge, what ſort of Scheme that muſt be, 
which would make al! kind of Puniſpment unjufl : For the 
Argument will on the whole be the ſame, whether with 
| Regard to Human Punipment or Divine. Tis a Scheme 
full of Confuſion and Horror, You would not, I am 
ſure, take it from a Servant who had robbed you, and 
then fired your Houſe : Yon would never inwardly 
believe, that he could not have helped it: or think that 
he had fairly excuſed himſelf by ſuch a Plea. And I 
am perſuaded, you would be fo far from preſuming to 
offer it to Gob at the great Day, that you would not 
venture to turn it into a Prayer even now. Imagine, 
that you ſaw a MalefaQor dying, with ſuch Words as 
theſe in his Mouth: „O Gop, it is true, I did indeed 

<< rob and murder my Fellow-Creatures ; but Thou 
„ knowell, that, as my Circumſtances were ordered, I 
could not da otherwiſe : My Will was irreſiſtibly de- 
e termined by the Motives which Thou didſt ſet before 
& me; and I could as well have ſhaken the Foundations 
„ of the Earth, or darkened the Sun in the Firmament, 
as have reſiſted the Impulſe which bore me on.” I 
put it to your Conſcience, whether you would not look on 
ſuch a Speech as this with Deteſtation, as one Enormity 
added to another. Yet if the Excuſe would have any 
Weight in your Mouth, it would have equal Weight in 


Dis; or would be equally applicable to any the moſt 


ſhocking Occaſion. But indeed it is ſo contrary to the 
plaineſt Principles of common Reaſon, that I can hardly 
perſuade myſelf, any one could ſeriouſly and thoroughly 
believe it; and ſhould imagine my Time very ill em- 
ployed here, if I were to ſet myſelf to combat thoſe 
- Pretences to Argument, by which the Wantonneſs of 
Human Wit has attempted to varniſh it over. 
. 11. Yeu ſee then, on the whole, the Vanity of all 
our Pleas, and how eaſily the moſt plauſible of them 
Might be ſilenced, by a mortal Man, like yourſelf : How 
much mote then by Him, who /earches all Hearts, and 
| | | | Can, 


Chap. 5. The Meditation of one giving up his Pleas, 5 
can in a Moment, flaſh in upon the Confcience a moſt 
powerful and irreſiſtible Conviction? What then can you 
do, while you Hand convicted in the Preſence of Gov? 
What ſhould you do, but held your Peace under an in- 
ward Senſe of your inexcuſable Guilt, and prepare your- 
ſelf to hear the Sentence which his Law pronounces 
againſt you? You muſt feel the Execution of it, if the 
Goſpel does not at length deliver you; and you muſt. 
feel ſomething of the Terror of it, before you can be 
excited to ſeek to that Goſpel for Deliverance. 


Ihe MrtpitarTIONn of a Convinced Sinner, giving E 
his vain Pleas before GOD. 


EPLORA BLE Condithon, to which I am indeed 
| * reduced! I have / HN ; and what ſhall I ſay 
e unte Thee, O thou Preſerver of Men (u)? What ſhall 
% dare to ſay? Feol that I was, to amuſe myſelf with 

ſuck trifling Excuſes as theſe, and to imagine, they 
could have any Weigkt in Thy tremendous Preſence ; 
or that I ſhould be able ſo much as to mention them 
there! I cannot preſume to do it. I am filent and 
« confounded, My Hopes, alas, are ſlain; and my 

Soul 1:ſelf is ready to die too; ſo far as an Immortal 
« Soul can die: And I am almoſt ready to ſay, O that 
* it could die entirely! J am indeed a Criminal in the 
« Hand of Juſtice, quite diſatmed, and ftripped of the 
Weapons in which I truſted. Diſiimulation can only 
add Provacation to Provocation, I will therefore 
„ plainly and freely own it. I have acted, as if I hngt 

& Gon was altogether ſuch a one as myſelf: But He hath 
* faid, 1 will rep! ve thee ; I auill jet thy Sins in Order 
; before thine Eyes (x), will e chem in Battle 
Array. And Oh, what a terrible Kind of Hoſt do 
* they appear ? and how do they ſurround me beyond 
call Polbbility of an Eſcape ! Oh my Soul, they have, 
© as it were, taken thee Priſoner ; and they are bearing 
{ thee away to the Divine Tribunal. | 
. Tac mutt appear before it! Thou muſt ſee the 
N © awful Eternal Judge, who tries the very reins (y),3 and 
5 who needs no other Bae for He has himſelf been 

4 « Wiineſs 
gt WO jb . GO) Fl Law 00 Jer. xvii, 10. 
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5e The Meditation of one giving up bis Pleas Chap. 5. 


« Wines (2) to all thy Rebellion. - Thou muß fre WY 
Him, O my Soul, fitting in Judgment upon thee; 
„„ And when he is grid to mark Iniquity (a), how wilt — 


e thou anſeber him for one of a { houſand (b)/ And if 
„ thou canſt not anſwer Him, in what Language will 
He ſpeak to ice! Lorp, as Things at preſent Rand, I 
can expect no other Language than that of Condem- 
* nation. And what a Condemnation it is! Let me re. 
e flect upon it! Let me read my Sentence before I hear 
© it finally and irreverſibly paſt! I know, He. has re. 
corded in His Word; and J know in the general, 
that the Repreſentation is made with a gracious De- s 


„ fign, | know, that he would have us alarmed, that | GC 
« we may not be deſtroyed. Speak to me, therefore, O ) 3 
„„ Gop, while Thou ſpeakeſt not for the laſt Time, and 110 
& in Circumſtances when T hou wilt hear me no more. The 


Speak in the Language of effectual Terror, ſo that it to 
oy * not to ſpeak me into final Peſpair. And let 7h par 


& erd, however painful in its Operation, be guick aid &c. 
0 ae "and Sha: fer thay any to edged Sagerd. (c). tolle 
Let me not vainly flatter my ſelf: Let me not be left dur. 


„a wretched Prey to thoſe who would propheſy ſmecth te 
4 Things to me (d), till I am ſealed up under Wrath, 
„and feel thy Juſtice piercing my Soul, and zhe Pas 1 1. 
„ Thine Aricaws drinkirg up all ny 772 it's (e). 5 
« BEFORE | enter upon the particular Vico, I know Almig 
ce in the general, that ze ig a terrible 1 Hing to fail into the dervar 
« Hands of the Living GOD (f). O Thou living Gon, media: 
„ jn one Senle Eo” already fallen into I hine Hands. | thou {} 
% am become obnoxious to thy Piſpleaſure, juſtiy ob- 
& noxious to it: and whatever Thy Sentence may be 
« when it comes forth from thy Preſence (g),; I muſt con- 
% demn myſelf, and jultity 'Vhee, Thou canſt not treat 
„% me with more Severity, than mine Inignities have de- 
&« ſerved: And how bitter ſoe ver that Cup of Trembling 
© may be (n), which Thou ſhalt appoint for me, l give 
Judgment againſt mvſclf, that 1 deſerve to ring du 
© the wery Dregs of it (i).“ 
) Jer. xxix. 23, (a) Pſal. xxx. g. | (b) Job ix 3. 


(c) Heb. iv. 12. (d) Ital. XXX. 10, (0) Job v. 44 
(i) Heb. x. 31. 13) Pfal. xvli. 2. (h) Ital. li. 27» 


(5) Plal. xv. 8, | 
OY oy | CHA) 
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The Sinner Sentenced. 


* 


The Sinner called upon to hear his Sentence, F. 1, 2. 
GOD's Law does now in general pronounce a Curſe : 
$3, I. pronounces Death. F. 4. And being turnet 
into Hell. &.. The Fudgment-Day fhall come. F. 6. 
Ihe Solemnity of that grand Proceſs deſcribed, according 
o Scriptural Repreſentations of it. $. 7, 8. With a 
particular Illuftration of the Sentence, Depart, Accurſed, 
Kc. F. 9. The Execution will certainy and immediately 
to!low, F. 10. The Sinner warned to prepare for en- 
during it, F. 11. The Reflection of a. Sinner ſtruct wits 
the Terror of this Sentence, N 


9 1. FJE4R, O Sinner, and I will ſpeak (a) yet once 
more, as in the Name of God, of GOD, thine 
Almighty . Judge; who if thou doſt not attend to his 
dervants, will ere long ſpeak unto thee in a more im- 
nedjate manner, with an Energy and Terror which 
hou ſhalt not be able to refilt. SL | 
\. 2. Thou haſt been convicted, as in his Preſence, 
Thy Please have been over ruled; or rather, they. have 
been l:lenced. It appears before God, it appears te 
line own Conſcience, that thou haſt nothing more to 
ir in Arreſt 'of Judgment 3 therefore hear thy Sentence, 
ns [2mmon up, if thou canſt, all the Powers of thy 
dul to bear the Execution of it, /ig indeed a very 
eu! Thing to be judged of Man's Judoment ; but be that 
Pw gel 1922, is the Lord (b.) Hear therefore, and 
fen ole, while I tell thee, how be <uill ſpeak to ibee; 
rather, while I thew thee, from expreſsA Scripture, 
bo de doth even new /peat, and what is the authentick 
U recorded Sentence of his Mord; 'even of Hi: Word, 


DV 5 Wh 
(a) Job xiii. 10. (b) 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4 


1 


5e "The Weditetion of one giving uf bi Pra. Chap. 5. 


% WWimecſs (2) to all thy Rebellion. Thou muſt ſee Cha 
Him, O my Sool, fitting in Judgment upon thee; 
«© And when he is 2 to mark Iniquity (a), how wilt 2 


* thou anſwer - him for one of a 1 houſand (b) ! And if 
„thou canſt not anſwer Him, in what Language will 
„He ſpeak to ib Lok b, as Things at preſent ſtand, I 
can expect no other Language than that of 8 
* nation. And what a Condemnation it is! Let me te- 
« flect upon it! Let me read my Sentence before I hear 
* finally and irreverſibly paſt! I know, He. has re. 
„corded in His Word; and I knew in the general, 
&« that the Repreſentation is mace. with a gracious De- Wl 7: : 


„ ſign. U know, that he would have us alarmed, that WI GC 
« we may not be deſtroyed. Speak to me, therefore, O ) 3 
„ Gop, while Thou ſpeakeſt not for the laſt Time, and 110 
& in Circumſlances when Thou wilt hear me no more. The 
Speak in the Language of effectual Terror, fo that it to 
“ be not to ſpeak me into final Leſpair. And let 7hy par 
%% Nord, howe ve painful in its Operation, be quick aid WC, 
& powerful, and Sharper than any two edged Sword (c). toll, 
Let me not vainly flatter myſelf ; Let me not be left dur. 


„a wretched Prey to thoſe who would propheſy ſmecth the 
& Things to me (d), till J am ſealed up under Wrath, 
% and feel thy Jjuſtice piercing my Soul, and zhe Poilen ſ. 1, 
189 1hine Ar caus drinking up all 11 jy Faris (e). 

« BEFORE J enter upon the particular View, 1 know Almię 
& in the general, that 7 zs a terrible 1 bing to fall into the dervar 
% Hands of the Living GOD (). O Thou living Gon, media 
„ in one Senſe Lam already fallen into I hine Hands. | thou f 
“ am become obnoxious to thy Niſpleaſure, juſtiy ob- 9. 2 
% noxious to it; and- whatever Thy Sentence may be Thy / 
| way when it comes forth frem thy Prefence (8), F muſt con- been 1 
&« demn myſelf, and jukity Thee. Thou canſt not treat ine c 
© me with more Severity, chan vine Iniqnities Have ab. | 
c era el: And how bitter ſoe ver that Cup of Trembling 
% may be (H), which Thou ſhalt appoint for me, l give 

© Judgment againſt mvſclf, that 1 deſerve to ring out 
4 the very Dregs of it (i).“ 


an 2 


(z) Jer. xxix. 23. (a) Pal. xxx. 3. (b) job ix 3: en. ole 
(e) Heb. iv. 12. (d) Iſai, xxx, 10. (%) Job vi. 4. rath. 
(0 Heb. x ts (8) Pfal. xvli. 2. [h) Ital. li. 17-88% be 
6 Plal, E. 8. "I " 


CHAP 
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_ 
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The Sinner Sentenced. 

The Sinner called upon to hear his Sentence, §. 1, 2. 
GOD's Law dbes now in general pronounce a Curſe * 
$3. IJ. pronounces Death, F. 4. And being turnet 
into Hell. &. 5. The Fudgment-Day fhall come. F. 6. 

Le Solemnsty of that grand Proceſs deſcribed, according 

t Scriptural Repreſentations of it. §. 7, 8, With a 
particular Illuftration of the Sentence, Depart, Accurſed, _ 
Kc. F. 9. The Execution will certain and immediate 
f!loww, F. 10. The Sinner warned to prepare for en- 
enring it, F. 11. The Reflection of a. Sinner ſtruct wits 

the Terror of this Sentence. 


. FJE4R, O Sinner, and I will ſpeak (a) yet once 

more, as in the Name of God, of GOD, thine 
Almighty Judge; who if thou doſt not attend to his 
dervants, will ere long ſpeak unto thee in a more im- 
nediate manner, with an Energy and Terror which 
thou ſhalt not be able to reſiſt. | „ 
\. 2. Thou haſt been convicted, as in his Preſence. 
Thy P/:as have been over ruled; or rather, they have 
been filenced. It appears before Goo, it appears to 
line own Conſcience, that thou haſt nothing more to 
Mer in Arreſt of Judgment; therefore hear thy Sentence, 
ndlammon up, if thou canſt, all the Powers of thy 
dul to bear the Execution of it, /ig indeed a very 
bal Thing to be judged of Man's Judgmeut; but be that 
ow 11:dge!b thee, is the Lord (b.) Hear therefore, and 
em ole, while I tell thee, how he <uill ſpeak to thee zl 
rather, while 1 thew 'thee, from expreſs Scripture, 
b de doth even now pal, and what is the authentick 
W 161 ded Sentence of his Word; 'even of Hi; Word, 

| | | Who 


(a) Job xii. 40. : (b) 1 Cor. 1. 37 4. 


54 De Law fronounces a Curſe, | Chap. 6, 
who hath ſaid, "Heaven and Earth frall paſs away ; but Ch; 


not one Tittle of my Word ſpall ever paſs awry (e). by 
$. 3* Tus Law of Gov ſpeaks, not to thee alone, O n 
Sinner, not to thee by any particular Addreſs ; but in a 5 


molt univerſal Language, it ſpeaks to all Tranſgreſſors, MW */ 
and levels its Terrors apainit all Offences; great or The 
ſwall without aby Exception. And this is its Language: an 
Curſed is every one, that continueth not in all Things bi 01.41 
are written in the Boot of the Law to do them (d). Thi: is MM 
Its Voice to the whole World; and this it ſpeaks to Ml . 
thee. Its awful Contents are thy perional Concern, 0M v<l! 
Reader; and thy Conſcience knows it. Far from ch. prot: 
einving in all Things that are written therein to do them, thou 7 
canſt not but be ſenſible, that innumerable Eilts b. ye wn WM & Vf 
eompafſed thee ab out (e). It is then manifett, The av, the ming 
Man, whem it condemns; thou ar! eben now ce with be cu 
@ Curſe as Gop emphaticaily ſpeaks (f); with che a 
Cure of the moſt High Gp: Yea, all ihe Curjes which WM . 
are *1ritien in the bock r the Law, are pointed ami '- 
yzbee (g). Gop may rightecully execute any of nen Ces 
upon theein a Moment; and tho? thou at preſent frelel . 
none of them, yet, if infnite Mercy doth not prevent, ©: - 


it is but a little while, and they will come into thy Bowel ih 
like Water, till thou art burſt aſunder with them, and v'' < 
ſhall penetrate like Oil into thy Boxes (b). He wi 
&. 4. Iuus faith the Lord, 7he Scul that finnetb, ih '! 
Hall die (i). But thou h fanned, and therefore thou ar ˙²αji 
under a Sentence of Death. And, O unhappy Creature /. 
of auat a Deaih ! What will the End of theſe Thing MW e 
be? That the Agonies of diflolving Nature ſhall ſeiz 5: 
| thee ; that thy Soul ſhall be torn away frcm thy lan Cob). 
guiſhing Body, and thou return to 1he Du? frem when He . 
thou waſt taken (k) This is indeed one awful Effet 9 lwoul 
Sin. In theſe affecting Characters has Gup, thong , 
all Nations and all Ages of Men, written the awful Re 
giſter and Memorial of his holy Abhorrence of it, eri, 
' righteous Diipleaſure againft it. But alas, all 11M «. - 
ſolemn Pomp and Horror of dying, is but the Opering | buy, 
ol the dreadtul Scene. It is but a rough Kind of cr HT 
; | | lle De 

| fc) Matt. v. 18. (4d) Gal. iii. 10, (0) Plal. xl. 12. 

(t) Mal. iin. g. (3) Deut. xxix. 20 (h, Plal. cix. 19. 


(„ KErck. xvni. 4. (k) Pal, civ. 29. 


Chap. 6. The Judgment Day will come. 55 
by which the Fetters are knocked off, when the Crimi- 
nal is led out to Torture and Execution. 

. Twvs faith the Lord, The Wicked fhal! be tur - 
= Hell, even all the Notion that forget GOD (Y). 
Tho' there be whole Nations of them, their Multitudes 
and their Power thall be no Defence to them. They 
all be driven into Hell together; into that flaming Pris 
ſ%% which Divine Vengeance bath prepared ; into 73 
tht, cobieh is ordained of old, even for Royal Sinners, as 
well as for others, ſo little can any Human Ditlinction 
protect ! He hath made it deep ard la! ge; the Pile there- 
of is Fire and much Wood, the Breatb of the Lud, lite 
% Stream of Brimſtone, ſhall kindle it (m); and the fla- 
ming Torrent ſhall low in-upon it ſo fait, that it ſhall 
1 turned into @ Sea of liquid Fire; or, as the Scriptur: 
lo expreiſes it, a Lake burning = vith Fire and Brimjtone 
| 5 et and ever (n). This is the Secind Death; and 
De, to which thou, O Sinner, by the Word of 

cp art doomed, — 
d. 6. AND thall this Sentence land upon Record | ian 
e. „ Shall 745 Law ſpeak it, and the Gel ſpeak it ? 
Rd all it never be pronounced more audibly ? and 
Jop never require and execute the Punithment ?: 

l will, O Sinner, require it; and he will execute nt ; 
7 Ly He may-eem fur a while to delay. Por well dot | 
ry fu know, that . Vail: @ppointed a Day in cobich H- 
e uege the x hole Hier iu Rego! e917 far , by thai Ma 
* Whim he hath , ordained, of which he ta: given WS 1Jurance, 
big raiſed him from the Dead fo). And when 
Gov judgeth the World, 0 * Nader, whoever thou art, 
He will judge thee. And Waile 1 remind thee of it, 
would allo remember, that he will junge me. And 
kwrving the Terro of the Lerd (p) that l may deliver 


% oro Soul (q) I would with ail Plainneſs and din- 
cerity labour to deliver thine, 


<2 


hi . 7. I THEREFORE ect the ſolema Warning: 
jn 78 O Sinner, halt Hund before the Fudgiment Seat of 
kb 0% (+), Thou ſhalt fee that pompaus Appearance; 


lie Delcription of Which is grown ſo familiar to thee; 


| 2 KD that 

5. 0) Pfal. ix. 17. 925 tai, xxx. 23 ( Rev. xxi 8, 
% Acts xvil., 31. (p) 2 Cor, V. 1. AP! DCA. Xxxin. 3. 
(7, 2 Cor. v. 10. g | 


that the Repetition of it makes no Impreſſion on thy 


Trumpet of the Arch-Angel ſhall ſhake thy very Soul: 10 0 
And if nothing elſe can awaken and alarm thee, the i 
Convulfions and Flames of a diſſolving World ſhall doit, , 


all the Dead, both ſmall and preat, ſhall Rand before 
GOD (u); and that even he who knew not his Maſtr's 


che faireſt Excute for bis Omiſion to obey i, yet evan, 
Ve, for that very Omiſſion, ſhall be beaten, though with, Ki 


be delivered with io much Pomp and Majelty, a Sen- 
revealed, and to have its molt conſpicuous and fina 


ble? There would have been little Reaſon to apprehend 
that, even if we had been leit barely to our own Conjec 


36 De great Inportance of that awful Day. Chap: 6, 


Mind. But ſurely, ſtupid as thou now art, the ſhrill 


F. 8, DosT thou really think, that the Intent of 
Chriſt's final Appearance is only to recover his People Ka 


' 
from the Grave, and to raiſe them to Glory and Hap. * : 
pineſs? Whatever Aſſurance thou haſt, that there (hall hn 
be a Reſurrection of the ut; thou haſt rhe ſame, that there Hh 
ſha!l alſo be a Ręſurrect ion of the Unju/? (s): That he fall ene 
ſeparate the riſing Dead one from another, as a Shepherd Ml : 


. divideth the Sheep from the Goats (t. with equal Cer- 5 
. . 2 . , 
tainty, and with 1nfinitely greater Eaſe, Or can you i C) 
imagine, that he will only make an Example of ſoneMM;. © 


flagrant and notorious dinne's, when it is faid, that = 
Mill, and conſequently ſeems or all others : have had 


fewer Stripes (W)? Or can you think, that a Sentence to 


tence by which the righ:eous Judgment of Gop is to be 3 
im 120 
meèerou 
great. 
decn R 
and th. 
ke ry 7 
Dpa 
Fire, 


Triumph, will be inconſiderable ; or the Puniſhment 
to which it ſhall conſign the Sinner, be ſlight or tolera 


tures, what that Sentence ſhould be. Bur. this is. far from 
being the Caſe : Our Lord Jeſus Chrift, in his infinite 
Condeſcenſion and Com paſſion, has been pleated to givt 
us a Copy of the Sentence, and no Doubt, a me exact Coy) 
and the Words which contain it, are worthy of being 
inſcribed on every Heart. The King, amiaſt all th 
Splendor-and Dignity in which he ſhall then appean 


CELs ( 
ou m 
tem! 


ſhall jay unto thoſe on his Rig ht- Hand, Come ye Bleſſed 9 1 5 
my Halber, inherit the Kingdom prepared for yen from ik 1 
Foundation of the World ix) ! And where the Word if 448 : 
King is, there is Power indeed (y). And thele vel . 
(5) Acts xx iv. 13. 02 Matt. x xv. 32. (u) Rev. xx. I. . 


(w) Luke xi. 48. 


*) Matt. X AV. 34. 17 Eccleſ. yub 


Chap. 6. and of the Sentence that will then be paſſed. 57 
have a Power, which may juſtly animate the Heart of 
the humble Chriſtian, under the moſt overwhelming 
es; and may fill him with Joy un/peatavle and full 
* Glory (z). To be pronounced % Bleſſed of the Lord“ 
to be called to a Kingdom 7 to the immediate, the ever- 
ating Iaheritance of it | and of ſuch a Kingdom! fo well 
prepared, ſo glorious, ſo compleat, ſo exquiſitely fitted 
for the Delight and Entertaiament of ſuch Creatures, fo 
formed and fo renewed, that it ſhall appear worthy the 
etzrnal Counſels of Gov to have contrived it, worthy 
his eternal Love to have prepared it, and to have de- 
lighted itſelf with the Views of beſtowing it upon his 
people: Behold, a bleed Hope indeed! à lively glorious 
Hope, to which we are begotten again by the Reſurrection 
of Chrift from the Dead (a), and formed by the ſancti- 
hing lofluence of the Spirit of Gop upon our Minds. 
Bu: itis a Hope, from which thou, O Sinner, art at 
prelent excluded: And methinks, that might be grie- 
vous; to reflect, “ Theſe gracions Words ſhall Chri/t 
* {peak to ſome 3 to Multitudes, bat 20 % me: On me 
6 there is nc Bleſedneſi pronounced: For me there is no 
 Kingaom prepared.“ But is that all? Alas, Sinner, 
ov! Lord hath given thee a dreadful Counterpart to this, 
H: has told us, what He willy zo thee, if thou con- 
1 tinueſt what thou art; o thee and all the Nations of the 
ind enitent and*unbelieving World, be they ever ſo nu- 
merous, be the Rank of particular Criminals ever ſo 
preat, He ſhail ſay to the Kings of the Earth, who have 
becn Rebels againſt him, to the Great and Rich Nen, 
and the chief Captains and the mighty Men, as well as to 
i” Pondman and every Freeman, of inferior Rank (b); 
D:PakT PROM MR ACCURSED, INTO, EVERLASTING GC 
Fur, PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND AIS Ax- 
ens (Cc). Oh, pauſe upon theſe weighty Words, that 
* 12 'eſt enter into ſomething of the Importance of 
then ! 
4.9, He will ſay, Derarr : You ſhall ba 1 
rom bi Preſence with Diſgrace and Iafamy: From : 
Him, the Source of Life and Bleſſedneſs, in a Nearnels 
„hom all the Inhabitants of Heaven continually re- 
Pice; You ſhall depart AC CURERD: + You have broken 
8 s 
(2) l Pet, i. 8. (a) 1 Pet. i. 3. (b) Rev. vi. 15, (c) Matt. x x v. 41. 
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5% The Scutence ewill he ſurely executed. 


Chap. 6 
God's Law, and its Curſe falls upon you; and you are, 
2nd ſhall be under that Curſe, that abiding Curſe: 
From that Day forward you ſhall be regarded by Gon, 
and al]! his Creatures, as an accurſed and  abominable 
bing; as the moſt deteſtable, and the molt miſerable 
Part of the Creation. You ſhall go ix ro FIRE: And 


Oh, confider, into what Fire / Is it merely into one fierce 


R laze, winch ſhall conſume you in a Moment, tho? with 
exquiſite Pain? That were terrible. Bot Oh ſuch Ter- 
ror: are not to be named with theſe. Thine, dinner is 
EVERLASTING PIRE; Ic1s that, which our Lord hath 
in ſuch awful lerms deſcribed as prevailing there, 
coyere their form dirth net, and the Fire is not quen. bed; 

and then ſays it a ſecond Time, where their Moerm di ith 
Tt, and the Fire is not quencned 3 and again, in wonderiul 
Ce mpaflian a third Time, where their Worm dieth not 
and the Fire is not quenched (d). Nor Was It @ 1ginat,y 
jrepared, or principaily intended for you 3 Ic was PaE- 
PARED FOR THE DEVIL AND His ANGELS; for thoſe 
ü grand Rebels, who were immediately upon their 
Fail doomed toit: And fince you have taken Part with 


them in their Apoſtacy, you mult fink wich them ino 
that flaming Ruin; and fink ſo much the deeper, as yeu 


have deſpiſed a Saviour, who was never offered to them, 
'i'heſe muſt be your Companions, and your T'o: men- 
tors, With whom you mult dwell for ever. And, I 1 


| % this or ſays not the Lax, and the (reſpel, the 


lame: Does not the Lord Jeſus Chrijt exprel ly /ay it, 
Who 15 eu and true Witneſ7 (e), even ie, who 


imſelf is 10 pronounce the Sentence ? 


$. 10. Asp when it is % pronounced, and prouounced 


ty [iin, ſuall it not alſu be executed“? Who could ima- 


ine the conirary ? who could imagine there ſhoud be 
#li this pompous Declaration, to fiil the Mind oply with 
vain Terro, and that this Sentence ſheuld vanyih into 
Emoak ? You may eafily apprehend, that this would be 
Emoat? You may eafhly apprehend, that thts wou 

2 greater Reproach to the Livine Adminiſtration, than 


1t Sentence were never to be paſi-d. And therefore, 


ve might caliiy have inlerred the Execution of it, from 
the Proceſ> vt the preceding [udgmert. But leit the 


treachercus Hear: of a dinner ſhould deceive him will 
10 


(d) Mark ix. 41 46; 48 (e) Rev. iii. 14 


Chap. 6. The Sinner ww ned to prepare for its 59 
ſo vain a Hope, the Aﬀarance of that Evecution is im- 
mediately added in very memorable Terms. It ſhalt 
be done: It all immediately be done. - Then, on that 
very Day, while the Sound of it is yet in their Ears, the 
IVicked fail go arvay into everlaſii ting Punifhnent (t) : And 
thy, O Reader, whoever thou art, being found 1n their 
Number, Hall go away with them; ; ſhalt be driven on 
among all theſe wretched Multitudes, and plunged with 
them into eternal Ruin. The wide Gates of Hell ſhall 
be open to receive thee ; they ſhall be ſhut upon thee 
for ever to incloſe thee; and be faſt barred, by the Al. 
mighty Hand of Divine Juitice, to prevent all Hope, 
all poſſibility of Eſcape for ever. 

$. 11. AN D now, prepare thyſelf to meet the Lord thy 
GOD {s) : Summon up all the Reſolution of thy Mind, 
to endure ſuch a Sentence, ſach an Execution as this: 
For He will not meet thee as a Man (h); whoſe Heart 
may ſometimes fail him when about to exert a needful 
Act of Severity, fo that Compaſſion may prevail againſt 
Reaſon and juſtice. No He wil! meet the as a GOD, 
waoſe Schemes and Purpoſes are all immoveable as his 
Tirone. 1 therefore teſtify to thee in his Name this 
Day, that if GOD be true, he will thus ſpeak ; and that 
F he be able, he will thus aF. And on Suppolition of thy 
; Continuance in thine Impenitence and Unbelief, thou, 

arc brought into this miſerable Caſe ; that if SOD be 

wt either fulſe or weak, thou art undbne, thou art crer- 
boy undone. = | 7 


5 The REFLECTION of 4 13 Rruck with the Terror of 
this Sentence. 


V /RETCH that I am! What ſhall I do? or 
„ whither thail I flee? J am weighed in the 

Ha ance, aud am found wanling (i). This. is indeed 
"mw Don; the Duom l am to expect from the Mouth 
* of Chrift himfelt; from the Mouth of Him that died 
for the Rede mpilan and Salvation of Men. Dread 
„fal Sentence! and ſo much the more dreadful, when 
conlideted in that View! To what ſhall I look to 
D 4 | % fave - 


( Malt. «xv. 1 [I) Amos iv. 13. (U) Ifa?, xlvii. 35, 
\) Dau. v. 87s : 285 | | | 
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Chap. 3. 
ſave me from it ? To whom ſhall T call ?- Shall ay 


fo ihe Rocks, fall upon me, and tothe Hills, cover m. (k, ? 
What ſhall I gain by that? Were I indeed over. 


whelmed with Rocks and Mountains, they could not 


conceal me from the Notice of His Eye; and His 


land could reach me with as much Eaſe there, as 
any where elſe, 


„ Warren indeed that I am! Oh that I had never 
been born! Oh that I had never known the Dignity 


and Prerogative of the rational Nature! Fatal Pre- 
rogative indeed, that renders me obnoxious to Con- 
demnation and Wrath! Oh that I had never been 

uſtructed in the Wilhof God at all, rather than that 
being thus inſtructed, I ſhould have diſregarded and 
tranſprefied it! Would to God, I had been allied to 


the meaneſt of the Human Race, to them that come 


neareſt to the State of the Brutes, rather than that! 
ſhould have had my Lot in cultivated Life, amidſt ſo 
many of the Improvements of Reaſon, and (dreadful 
Reflection!) N ſo many of the Advantages of 
Religion too ! and thus to have perverted all to my 


_own Deſtru&ion !—-Oh that Gop would take away 


this Rational Soul! But alas, it will live for ever; will 
live to feel the Agonies of Eternal Death — Why have [ 
ſren the Beauties. and Glories of a World like this, 
to exchange it for that flaming Priſon ! Why have [ 


taſledꝰ ſo many of my Creator's Bounties, to wring 


cut at laſt the Dregs of his Wrath! Why have! 


known the Delights of ſocial Liſe and friendly Con- 
verſe, to exchange them for the horrid Company of 


Devils and damned Spirits in Topher / Oh, who can 
ewell with them in deveuring Flames! auho can lie 


down with them 7 everlaſting, everlaſiing, everlaſt- 
ing Burnings (ö). 


05 8 whom have I to 1 in all this, "oP myſelf! | 


What have | to accuſe, but my own ſtupid incorrigl- 
ble Folly ? On what is all this te rible Ruin to be 
charged, but on his one fatal curſed cauſe, that hay- 
ing broken COD, Law, | rejected Hi, Ge/pel too ? 
A Ver for; O my 
doletul ſorcboding Complaints. Can I ſay, a 
have 


(+ ) Luke xxlii. 30. () Ifai. XXx ili. 14. 


Soul, in the Mialt of all theſe 


4 


\ 
8 | * * — 
* 4 \ of 


Chap. 6. under the Terror of this Sentence. . Th 
« have finally rejefted the Geſpel ? Am I not to this Day 
« under the Sound of it? The Sentence is not yet 
60 gone forth again I me, in ſo determinate a Manner as 
« to be utterly irreverſible. Thro? all this gloomy 
Proſpect one Ray of H pe breaks in, and itis Pres: 
« may be delivered. 

„ Revivinc Thought! Rejoice in it, O my Soul, 

« tho” it be with Trembling ; and turn immediately to 
«© that Goo, who, tho? provoked by Ten Thouſand 
© Offences, has not yet Sworn in his Wrath, that thou ſalt 
« ever be permitted, to hold farther Intercourſe witch 
«© Him, or 1 enter into his Reft (m). 
I yo then, O bleſſed Lord, proſtrate myſelf in the 
« Daſt before Thee. I own, I am a condemned and 
e miferable Creature. But my Language is that of 
«© the humble Publ/ican, GOD be merciful to me a Sinner 
« (n) / Some general and confuſed Apprehenſions I 
have of a Way, by which I may poſidly eſcape. O 
Gop, whatever that Way is, ſhew it me, I beſeech 
thee ! Point it out ſo plainly, that I may not- be able 
« to miſtake it! And Oh, reconcile my Heart to it, be 
« jt ever ſo humbling, be it ever ſo paiuful ! 

„ SURELY, Lord, I have much to learn; but be 
© Thou my Teacher ! ! Stay for a little Thine uplifted _ 
« Hand; and in Thine infinite Compaſſion delay the 


« Stroke, till I enquire a little farther, how I may finally 
© avoid eit!“ 


(m) Plal. 2 xcv. 11. (n) Luke vill. 13. 
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Chap. 7. 


CHAP. VII. 


The h-Ipleſs State of the Sinner, under 


Condemnation. 


The Sinner urged to con/icer, hoc he can be fJawed from thi, 


impending Ruin; F. 1, 2. (I.] No? Ly any 1hing he 
Can Her, 5. 3. (2) Nor by en Thing he can en: 

4 (3.) Nor en Thing le can do in the ( Courſe of 
funre Duiy, F. 5. (4) Nor by any Alliance with Hl. 
tow Sinners, On Earth, o iu Hell, 6, —8. (5.0 Nor by 
ay Interpoß tion, or Iutefceſſen of Angels or Saint i: h;s 
Favour, F. 9. Hint a, the ouly Methed, to be afterwarus 
more It 200 explain: 4, ibid. The Lamenlation of a Sin- 


ner in this i fe -able Condition. 


& I. QINNER, Thou haſt heard the Sentence of 

9 GOD, as it fands upon Record in Fins ſacred 
and immutable Word, And wilt thou lie down under 
it in everlaſting Deſpair ? Wilt thou make no Attempt 
to be delivered "ag it, when it ſpeaks nothing lels 
than ETE:NAL . to thy Soul ? If a crimiaal, 


condeinre by Human Laws, has but the leaft Sha- 


cow of Hope, that he may poſſibly eſ-ape, he is all 
Attention to it. If there be a Friend, who he thinks 
can h-ip him, w'th what a ſtrong Importunity does he 
Intreat the Interpoſition of thai Friend? And even 


while he is before the Judge, how difficult is it often to 
force him away from he Bar, while the Cry of , 


Mercy, Mercy, may be heard, tho' it be never ſo un- 
ſeaſunavle! A mere abi, hat it may make ſome 
Impreſion, makes him cager in it, and unwilling to de 
Llenced and removed. 


$a 2. Wir 


Chap. 7. He has my Sa-rifice to atone for Sin, 63 
% 2. Witt hou not then, O Sinner, ere yet Exe— 
cution is done, that Execution which may perhaps be 
done this very Day, wilt thou not cal about in thy 
Thoughts, what Meaſures may be taken for Deliver- 
ance” Yet what Meaſures can be taken? Confider at- 
tentively, for it is an Affair cf Moment. Thy Wiſdom, 
thy Power, thy Eloquence, thine Intereſt, can never 
be exerted on a greater Occaſion. If thou canft belp 
felt, do. If thou haſt any ſecret Source of Relief, go 
not cut of thy, for other Aſſiſtance. If thou halt azy 
Secr:fize to offer; if thou haſt a Stren2th to exert; yea, 
if thou haſt ay Alias on Earth, or in the inviſible World: 
who can defend and deliver ther take thine own Way, 
ſo that thou mayeſt but be delivere] at all, that we may 
not {ze thy Ruin. But ſay, O Sinner, in the Preſence 
of Gop, what Sacrifice tnou wilt preſent, what Strength 
thou wilt exert, evhat Allies thou wilt have recourle to, 
on /o urgent, ſo Hoe an Occalion. For hopele/s 1 mat 
indeed pronounce it, if /uch Betheds are taken, 
F. 3. Tus Fullice , GOD is injated: Halt thou any 
Aoncment to make to it? If thou wait brought to an 
Ex oY ry and Propoſal, like that of an awakened Sins 
ner, I hercev'th all I rome before 11% 0 and byw mys 
e, before the bi GOD ? Shall” ] come foe him with © 
burnt- Mevings, with Calves of a Ran old ? Will the 
Lord be pienjſed with Thaand; of Rams, or with In 
19,/ands of ; Sf, of Oi! (4) ? Alas! wert thou as great 
a Prince as Solomon hiuſelf, and couldit thou indeed par- 
chaſe ſach Sacrifices as theſe, there would be no Room. 
to mention them. Lebanon would nes be ſuffi.rent to burn, 
nur all the Beafts thereof for. a Bunt. Hein, (0), Even. 
under that Diſpeoſation, which admitted and required 
da rifices in lome Caſes, tte blo d Bulls and of Goats, 
thy jt exempted the Offender from fariher temporal 
Pun;(omeat, could not tate away Sin (c), nor prevail by 
any Means 70 purve the Conference in the Sight of Gop. 
Aud that Soul, that had done . preſu': 1 Was 
not allowed to bring any S. Obe tg, or Treſpaſs Ohe. 
ing at all, but was condemned to die <vithour Mercy {d). 
Now Gup and thine own Conſcience Know, that thine | 
| 96 Ottehces 


(a, We. vi. 6. 7. e ene (c) Heb. x. 4 
(d, Numb. xv. 30. | EE 


% 


__ 9 1 0 


—— 


64 Wo Sufferings of his own will ſave him, Chap. 7. 
Offences have not been merely the Errors of Ignorance 
and Inadvertercy, but that thou paſt fri red with An high 
Hand in repeated aggravated Circumilarices, as thou halt 
acknowledged already-—Shouldit thou add, with the 
wretched Sinner deſcribed above, Hall I give my Firft- 
born fer my 1 effion; the Fruit of my Body for the Sin 


of my Soul (e) ? What could the Blood of a beloved 


Child do in ſuch a Caſe, but dye thy Crimes ſo much 
the deeper, and add a yet unknown Horror to them? 
Thou haſt offended a Being of infinite Majeſty ; and if 
that Offence is to be expiated by Blood, it muſt be by 
another. Kind of Blood, than that which flows 1 in the Veins 


of thy Children, or in thine own. 


$. 4. Wir thou then „er tiſelf till thou haſt 
made fu'l. Sat's faction? But where ſhall that Satis faction 
be made ?—Shall it be by any Calamities to be endured 


in this mortal momentary Life ? Is the jullice of Go 


then eſteemed ſo little a Thing, that the Sorrows of a 
few Days ſhould ſuffice to anſwer its Demands 2?—Or 
doſt thov think of future Sufferings, in the inviſible 
World ? If thou doſt, bat is not Deliverance; and with 
Regard to that I may venture to ſay, When thou halt 


made full Salisfaction, thou wilt be releaſed; When thou 
haft paid the utmoſt Fartbing of that Debt, thy <Priſon- 


Doo ſhail be opened: In the mean Time, thou mult 
make thy Bed in Hell (f): And, O anhappy Man, wilt 
thou lie down there, with a ſecret Hope, that the Mo- 
ment will come, when the Rigour of Divine Juſtice will 
not be able to inflict any thing more than thou haſt en- 


dured, and when thou mayeſt claim thy Diſcharge as a 


Matter of Rig ht? lt would indeed be well for thee, if 
thou couldit « carry down with thee ſuch a Hope, falſe 
and flattering as it is: But alas, thou wilt ſee Things 
in ſo juit a Light, that to have zo Comfort but this, will 
be eternal D-/piir. That one Word of thy Sentence, 


_ FvrxrLlastenc Fire; that one Declaration, The Worn 


dicth not, and the Fire is not quenched 3 will be ſufficient to 


firize ſuch a Thought into blank Confuſion, and to 
overwhelm thee with hopeleis Agony and Horror. 


9. 5- Or do you think, that your future Reformation 


and Diligence in Duty for the Time to come, will procure 


ur 
(e) Mic. vi. 7. (f) Pſal. cx x xix. 10. 


Chap. 7. nor any Obedience he is able te perform. 65 
Jour Diſcbarge from this Sentence? Take heed, Sinner, 
what kind of Obei.ence than thinkeit of offering to an 
holy Gp. That muſt be ſpotleſs and compleat which 
his infinite Sanctity can approve and accept, if he con- 
ſider thee in thyſelf alone: There muſt be no Inconſtan- 
cy, no raren, no Mixture of Sin attending it. 
And wilt thou, enfeebled as thou art, by ſo much ori- 
ginal Corruption, and ſo many ſinful Habits contrafted 
by innumerable actual Tranſgreſſions, undertake to ren- 
der ſuch an Obedience, and that for all the Remainder 
of thy Life? In vain wouidit thou attempt it, even for 
one Day. New Guilt would immediately plunge thee 
into new Ruin, But if it did not; if from this Moment 
to the very End of thy Lite all were as compleat Obe- 
dience as the Law of Gop required from Adam in Pa- 
radife,' 1 would that be ſufficient to cancel pa Guilt ? 
Would it diſcharge an old Debt, that thou haſt not 
contraſted a new one ? Oer this to thy Neighbour, and 
ſee it be will accept it for Payment; 55 if he will not, 

wilt thou preſume to offer it to thy Gov. 

6. 6. Bur I will not multiply Words on fo plain a 
Subject. While I ſpeak thus, Time is paſſing away, 
Death prefles on, and Judgment is approaching. And 

what can ſave thee from theſe awful. Scenes, or what 

can protect thee in them? Can the /orld ſave thee from 
| that vain deluſive Idol of thy Withes and Purſuits, to 

Which thou art ſacrificing thine eternal Hopes ? Well 
doſt thou know, that it will utterly forſake thee, when 

thou needeſt it moſt; and that not one of its Enjoy- 

ments can be carried along with thee into the invifible 

State: No, not ſo much as a Trifle to remember it by; 

if thou couldſt deſire to remember fo inconſtant, and 0 
treacherous a Friend, as the World has been, 

9. 7. ANv when you are dead, or when you are 
dying, can your ſinful Companions fave” you ls there any 
one of them, if he were ever fo delirous of doing it, that 
can give units GOD a ranſem for you (g), to deliver you 
from going down to the Grave, or from going down to 

Hell? Alas, you will probably be ſo ſenſible of this, 
that when you lie on the Border of the Grave, you will 
be unwilling to fee, or to converſe with thoſe, that were 


Once 
(s) Plal. xlix, 7. 


| „ Hi; Fel/ow. Creatures cannot help l Lim. Chap. 9. 
once your favourite Companions. They will wk you, 
rather than relieve you, even then: How much leſs can 


they relieve you before the Bar of Gop, when they are 
oy-rwhelines with their own Condemnation ? 


will be far from any Ability or Incl. nation to help you, 
Satan has been watching and jabouring for your De- 
firuction, and he will triumph in it. Eur if there could 
be any thing of an amicable Confederacy between you, 
whit wWeuld thai be, but an Aifociaiion in Ruin? For 
the Day of Tulzmecit for wnvodly Min, will allo be the 
Pudeient of thele rebellious Sp; rits 3 and ihe Fre into 
Which thou, O Sinner, muff depart, is that waich was 
Fre a fer the De. il aiul bis dels (a.. 
$.. 9, Will he celeiul . 4 115 then /a Ve th. ec? ll 
they 1 their Power, or their Pravet, T0 thy Fa- 
vour? An Iaterpondion ot Power, When Sentence is 
gone forth again thee, were an Act of Kebell: 04 agaiult 
Heaven, which thele holy and excelleut Creatures 
would abhor. And whea the nal Plecfure of the 
Judge is known, inttead of inte;cecd ng in vain for the 
wreiched Criminal, 5 would rather, with ardent 
Tul tor the Glory of their Lord, 411d cordial Asquieſ- 
cence iu the Determination of his Wiſdom and Juflice, 
pr epars to execute it. Yea; Gith<uit as it may at prelent 
be tv conceive it, id is à certain Truth, that the Servants 
of Chriſt, who now molt tenderly love you, and mult af- 
fectionately ſeek your Salvation; not excepting thole, 
who are allied to vou in the nearcit Bends of Natue, or 
of Friendliip ; even they ſhall put their Auen to it. 
Now indeed, tet Pools yearn over you, and their Eyes 
pour out ſears on vour Accuuut: Now they espoſtusate 
with you, aud pleas with Gup for vou, it by any Means, 
while yet there is Ile, YEU may LE piilcacd ds a Hives 
bran! cat of the Barking (i). Bui as, their Remon- 
ſtrauces youu will no: reg.lu ; And as for their Prayers, 
What iouid they aſk fur you ? Waar but this, that you 
may ſee yourte.ves to be undone ? aud that, utterly de- 
ſparing ot any Help Tom yourleives, or {rom any crea- 


Brokenuel of Heart; ; that ſudmitting yourielves to his 


; 1g 14605 
G, Matt. xxv_ 42. (i Amis i . 24 


§. 8. As for the Powers of Darkneſs, you are ſare they 


ted Power, you way lie before G0 in Ilunility aud 


10 


Chap. 7: De Sinners Lamentatiog in his Miſery, 67 
righteous Ja- g ment, and in an utter Deninciation of all 
Self- Dependence, and of all Creatare-D:peng: ue, you Muy 
lift up an humble Lock towards Him, as almoli / on 
rhe Depths of Hel, if peradventure Ile may have Com- 
paſſion upon you, and may HI mſelf direct you ito that 
on'y Method of Reſcue, which, white Things continue 
as in preſent Circumſtances they are, neicher Earth, | nor 
1-11, nor Heaven can afford you. 


| The L a F ENTAT 1 o x of a Sinnes ine miſ-1 able 
Cond:tion. 


6s II doleful, uncomfortable, helpleſs State! Oh 


0 Wretch that I am, to have reduced myvieit to 


! Poor, empty, milcrable abandoned Creatuie'! 
++ Where is my Pride, and the haughtineſs of my 
«« Heart? where are my Idol Deities, a 1 hade 


NE Jodi dl, and ſer wed, af tc) whom I have <wa' hed , aid 
„ cohom I have ſought (k), whillt I have been mul.i- 
piying my "Tranigreiions againſt the Majetty of 
tleaien ? Is there no Heart to have Compaſhion upon 
«« me! ls there no hand to fave me? Hove Pity u en 
« me, have Pity uten me, O my Friends ; for the Hand of 
OD hat“ teuch:d me (1), hath ſeized me! I feel it 
*+* preiling me hard, and whit h de? Perhaps they 
have Pity upon me: But Blas, bono feeble a Com 
paſſiun ! Only if there be any <vbere in the whole 
Compals of Nature 2j [1-/p, tell me auhere it may be 
found] O point it out; direct me towards it; or 
rather, confounded and aſtoniſhed as my Mind is, 
take me by the Hand, and lead me tout! 
O ye Miniſters of the Lord, whoſe Office it is to 
guide and comfort dittrefied Souls, ake Pity upon me / 
„] fear, l am a Pattern of many other helpleſs Crea- 
| © tures, who have the like Need of your Aftiltance, 
Lay afide your other Cares, to care for my Soul ; to 
care for this precious Soul of mine, which lies as it 
were bleeding, to Death, (if that Expreffion may be 
„ uſed}, while you perhaps hardly atford. me a Look ; 
** or glancing an Eye upon me, paſs ouer to the other 
** Side (m). Vel, alas, in a Cale hike mine, what can 
* your 
9 Jer. viii. 2. (1) Job Xxix. 21. (m) Luke x. 31. 
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68 The Sinner*s Lamentation in his Miſery. Chap! 5. 
« your Incerpoſition avail, if it-be alone: * the LORD 


&« do not helt. me, how can you help me (n) ? 


« O GOD F the Spirits of all Fl:þþ (o), T lift up 


e' mine Eyes unto Thee, and cry unto Thec, as ont f the 


Belly of Hell (p). I cry unto Thee, at leaſt from the 


Borders of it. Yet while I lie before thee in this 


« infinite Diſtreſs, I know, that Thine Almighty 


% Power and boundleſs Grace can ſtill find out a Ay 


« for my Recovery. 


Tov art He, whom [I have moſt of all aj and 


„ affionted ; and yet from Thee Alone muſt I now ſeek 


* Kedrejs., Againſt Thee, Thee only habe I /inned, and 
© done Evil in thy Sight (q); ſo that Thou m:obief be 


« juſtified wwhen T hou ſpeakeft, and be clear when Thou' 


« judgeft, tho* Thou ſhouldſt this Moment adjzdge me to 


Eternal Miſery. And yet I find ſomething "that ſe- 


« cretly draws me to Thee, as if I might find Re/cue there, 
« where | have deſerved the moſt aggravated Defruc- 
«© tion. Bleſſed Gov; I have deftroyed myſelf 5 but in 
« Thee is my Help (r) if there can be Help at all. 


« I Know in the general, that Thy. Ways are not as 


our Ways, nor thy Thoughts as our Thoughts"; but are as 


1% hich above them, as the Heavens are above the Earth (s). 


« Have Mercy therefore upon me, O GOD, according to 


« Thy Loving. Kindneſs, according to the Multitude ef Thy 


«© tender Mercizs (t)“ Oh point out the Path to ½e 


-& City of Refuge Oh lead me Thyſelf ia the Way ever- 


« laſiing (uv)! I know in general, that 7hy Goſpel is 


% the only Remedy: O teach Thy Servants to adminiſter 


it! Oh prepare mine Heart to receive it! and ſoffer 


not, as in many Inſtances, that Malignity which has 
«c ſpread itſelf thro? all my Nature, to turn that noble 


40 e into Poiſon! 9 


(n) 2 Kings vi. 27. (o) Numb. xvi. 2. (p) W ii. 2. 
(g) Pfal. I, 4. (1) Hof. xiii. 9, (5) Iai. Iv. 8, 9. 
(t) Pfal. i, 1. (u) Plal, cxxxix. 24. 


CHAP, 


Co! 
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Chap. 8. Deſe Things are not diſigned to grie ve. 69 


CHAP. VIII. 


News of Satvitinn by Chriſt brought to 25 


convinced and condemned Sinner. 


The a T Ding. bh how hitherto been 7 intend. 


ed not to grieve, but to Sep, F. 1. After ſome Re- 


fic Aion on the Pleaſure with ak Ys a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel may deliver the Mcfſace with which he is charged, | 
9. 2. And ſome Reaſons for the Repetition. of what is 
in Speculation fo general! ly known, $. 3. The Author pro- 
ceeds briefly to declare the Sub/tance of theje glad Tidings 3 


wiz. That GOD, having in his Infinite Compaſſion ſent. 


his Son to die for Sinne) , is now reconcileable through _ 

Him: g. 4,—6. So that the moſt heinous Tranſereſſion 

ſhall be entirely par doned to Believers, : and they made com- 
 pleatly and eternally happy, 5. 7 8. The Sinners Re- | 


Hection on this good Ne cos. 


Goſpel, and where-ever it is cordially re- 
with Sentiments of Love; to teach ns to abhor all un- 


Grief, but in the Happineſs of our Fellow- Creatures. I 
can hardly apprehend, how he can be a Chriftian, who 


Brute, much leſs in that of a Human Mind; and eipe- 
cially in ſuch Diſtreſs as the Thoughts [ have been pro- 


Weight and Energy. I have often felt a tender Regret, 
W I have been repreſent: 1g theſe Things ; - and I 
cuu:d have wiſhed irom mine Hebt, chat it had not been 
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§. 1 V dear Reader ! It is the great Deſign of the 
ceived, it is the glorious Effects of it, to fill the Heart 


neceflary Rigour and Severity, and to delight not in the 
takes Pleaſure in the Diſtreſs which appears even in a 


roling mult give, if there be any due Attention to their 
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70 De News of Salvation publiſped. Chap. 8 
recefſary to have placed them in ſo ſevere and ſo painful 
a Light. But now TI am addreſſing myſelt to a Part of 
my Work, which I uncertake with unutterable Pleaſure; 
and to hat, which indeed 1 had in View, in all thoſe 
awſul Things which I have already been laying before 
you. I have been ſhewing you, that, if you hitherto 
have lived in a State of Impenitence and Sin, you are 
condemned by Gop's righteous Judgment, and have in 
yourſelf no Spring of Hope, and no Poſſibility of Pe- 
liverance. But I mean not to leave you under this ſad 
App:tehenfion, to lie down and die in Deſpair. com- 


plaining of that cruel Zeal, which has tormented _you be- 


fore jour time (a). | 
$. 2. ARISE, O thou deletied Soul; that art prof. 
trate in the Dutt before Gob, and trembling under the 
Terror of His Righteous Sentence ; for I am commiſ- 
fioned to tell thee, that tho? zbou haſt tejiroyed thyſelf, in 
GOD is thine Help (b). I bring thee good J idings of great 


Joy (c), which delight mine own Heart, while procl aim 


them, and will I hope reach, and revive chine; even the 
| Tidings of Salvation, by the Bld and Righteouſc.e/s of 
the RepeEMIR. And I give it thee for thy greater Se- 
curity, in the Words of a gracious and forgiving Gop, 
that He is in Chrift reconciling the M erli, uno h. os 6 on 
not imputing to Ibem their iges (d). 

„ 3. Tunis is the beſt News that ever was heard, the 
moit impoitant Metizge which Gop ever ſent to his 
Creatures: And tho? | doubt not at all, but living, as 
you have done, in a Chliſtian Country, you have heard 
it often, perhaps a Thouſand and a Theuſand Times; 
1 will with all Simpiiciqy and Pläinneſs, repeat it to you 

again, and repeat it as if you had never heard it before. 

| It chou, Sinner, obldſt now for the firlt Lime ſeel 
it, then i it will be as a Nero Gypel unto thee, though ſo 
familiar to thine Ear; nor {hull it be grievous for me to 
ſpeak what is {0 common, fince to you i, is ſafe and ne- 
ce:lary (e). Lhey who are moll deeply and intimately 
acquainted with it, inflead uf being cluyed and ſatiated, 
W1il hear it with diftinguiſh:d Pleature; and as for theſe 
who have hitherto fl ghted it, 1 am ture they had Need 
t0 


(a) Matt. vil. 29. (b) Hof. x'ii. g. (89 Luke lil 10. 
(d) 2 Cor. v. 196 WAY Phil. 111. 1. | 


Chap. 8. ' GOD has ſent b Son to die for diane. 8 71 


to hear it again. Nor is it abſolutely impoſſiole, that 
ſime ene Soul at leaſt may read theſe Lines, who path 
never been clearly and fully inſtructed in this important 
DoRrine, tho? bis everlaſting all depends oa knowing 
and receiving it. J will therefore take Care, that ſuch a 
one ſhall not have it to plead at the Bar of Gon. that 


tho' he lived in a Chriſtian Coantry, he was never 
plainly and faithfully taught the Doctrine of Salvation 


by Jesvs CurisT,” the I/ay, the Truth, and the Life, 
by whom alone we come unto the Fath:r (f). | 


6. 4. Ivo therefore teſtify unto you this Day, chat. 


the holy and gracious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. a 
ſeeing the fatal Apoftacy into which the Whole Ham: 


Race would fall, did not determine to deal in a Way 1 | 


ſtrict and rigorous Severity with us, ſo as to conſigu us 
over to wnver/al Ruin and inevitable damialion; dut 


on the contraty, he determined to enter iato a Treaty of 


Peace and Reconciliation, and to publiſh to all, whom the 
G. ſpel ſhould reach, the erer Offers of Life and Glory, 
in a certain Method, which his Infnite Wiſdom judged. 
ſuitable to the Purity of his Nature, and the Honour of 
his Government. This Method was indeed a molt alto- 
n:(hing one, which, familiar as ic is to our Thoughts and 
Our Tongues, I cannot recolle& and mention Without 
great A mazement. He determined to ſend His cv Som 
into the World, the Brighme/: of his Glery, and the ex- 
preſs Image ef his Perſon (g), Partaker of his own Dieine 
perfediond 2nd Honours, to be not merely a Teacher 
of Riphteouſneſs, and a Meſſenger of Grace, but alſo a 
Cacrifice for the Sins of men: And would conſent to his 


ſaving them on no other Condition but this, that he 


ſhou:d not only labour, but die in the Cauſe. = 
ACCORDINGLY, at ſuch a Period of Time as 


asg Wildogy iaw moſt convenient, the Lon Jas 


(it appeared in Human Fleſh ; and after he had gone 
twough inceflant and long continued Fa. igues, and vorne 


all the prececing Injuries, Which the ingratitud- and 


Malice of Men could luffict, he voluntarily /abmiticd hin- 
ſeif io Deu th, even the Death of the Cro,s (h): aud Laving 
been delruered you” ear Offences, Teas raiſed azain jor 
ous 
(! John xw. 6. (3) Hcb. i. g. (h) Phil u. 8. 
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: 77 woke. The 95 eig 1 PE Chrift endu ed, Chap. 9. 


cou Tullification (i). After his Reſurreftion, he conti- 
nued long enough on Earth to give his Followers moſt 
convincing Evidences of it, and then aſcended into Heaven 
in their Sight (k); and ſent con his Spirit from thence 


unto his Apojiler, to enable them in the moſt perſuaſive 


and authoritative Manner, 75 preach. the Go/pel (1): 
And he has given it in charge to them, and to thoſe who 
In every Age ſucceed them in this part of their Offce, 
that it ſhould be publiſhed to every Creature (m), that 

all who be/teve init may be /aved, by Virtue of its abi- 
ding Energy, and the immutable Power and Grace of 
its Divine Author, who is the /ame Tefterday, To day, 
and for ever (n). 


F.6. TRISs Gel do I therefore ao preach, and pro- 


claim wnto thee, O Reader, with the fincerett Defire, that 


thro' Divine Grace, it may this very Day be Sa vation to 
thy Soul (o). Know therefore, and conſider it, whoſoever 


thou art, that as ſurely as theſe Words are now before 


thine Eyes, ſo ſure it is, that the Incarnate Son of Gop 
was made a Stedacle to the World, and to Angels, and to 
Men (b); his Back torn with Scourges, his Head wich 


Thorns, his Limbs ſtretched out as on a Rack, and nailed 


to the-accurſed Tree; and in this miſerable Condition he 
was hung by his Hands and his Feet, as an Object of 
publick Infamy and Contempt. Thus did he die, in the 


Midit of all the Taunts and Inſults of his cruel Enemies, 


who thirſted for his Blood ; and, which was the ſaddeſt 


Circumflance cf all, in the Midſt of theſe Agonies with 
which he cloſed the moſt innocent, perfect, and uſeful 


Life that ever was ſpent. on Earth, he had not thoſe 
Supports of the Divine Preſence, which ſin ful Men have 
often experienced, when they have been ſuffering for the 
 .. Teſtimony of their Conſcience. They have often burſt 
out into Tranſports of Joy and Songs of Praiſe, while 
their Executioners have been glutting their helliſh Malice, 
and more than ſavage Barbarity, by making their Tor- 
ments artificially grievous ; but 20 crucified Jeſus cried 
out, in the Diftreſs of his ſpotleſs and holy Soul, My 
GOD, my GOD, why baft thou e me (d)]? | 


| ES $. 7. Loox 
(i) Rom. iv, 25, (5 4s. Pont] (1) Luke xxiv. 40. 
(in) Mark xv1. 15 


„ (u) Heb. xiii. 8, (so) le . 
 (P) 1 Cor. W. 9. (q) Matt. XXviii. 46. | 


4 » 


Chap. 8. were defigned to atone for Sin. 73 
s 7. Look upon our dear Redeemer; Look up to 
this mournful, dreadful, yet in one View, _ delightful 
Spectacle ; and then aſk thine own Heart, Do I believe 
that eu, ſuffered and died thus? And why did he ſuf- 
fer and die? Let me anſwer in Gop's own Words, He 
was Wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for 
our lniquities, and the Chaſliſement of our Peace was. 
upon him, that by his Stripes, we might be healed: It 
pleaſed the Lord ta bruiſe him, and to put him to Grief, 
awhen be ' made his Soul an Offi» ing for Sin; fir the Lord 
laid on him the Iniquity of as all (r). So that I may 
addreſs you in the Words of the Apoſtle, Be it known 
unto you therefore, that through this Man is preached un- 
to you the Forgiveneſs of Sins (s); as it was his Command, 
juif after he roſe from the Dead, that Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in his Name among all 
Nations, beginning at Feruſalem (t); the very Place, 
where his Blood had ſo lately been ſhed ia ſuch a cruel 
Manner. I do therefore tellify to you, in the Words of 
another inſpired Writer, that Chriſt was made Sin, that 
is, a Sin Offering, for us, tho" he Inca no Sin, that we 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD in him (u); that 
is, that thro? the Righteouſneſs. he has fulfilled, and the 
Atonement he has made, we might be BL e by Goo 
as righteous, and be not only pardoned, but received 
into his Favour. To you is the Word of this Salvation 
fent 60 ; and o you, O Reader, are the Bleſſings of it 
even now offered by Gov, fincerely offered; fo that, af- 
ter all that I have ſaid under the tormer Heads, it is not 
your having broken the Law of Gop, that ſhall prove 
your Ruin, if you do not alſo reject his Goſpel, It is 
not all thoſe Legions of Sins, Which riſe up in Battle Ar- 
ray againit you, that ſhall be able to deitroy you, it Un- 
belief do not lead them on, and final Impenitency do not 
bring up the Rear. I know, that Guilt is a timorous 
Thing, I will therefore ſpeak in he Words of Gop 
himself, nor can any be more comfortable: He that be- 
lieveth on the Som, hath everlaſting Life (y); and he fhall 
neder come into Condemnation (z) : 1 here is therefore nu 


BSD | 
(r) Iſai. iii. 5, 6, 10. (s) Akts xiii. 38. (t) Luke xxiv. 47. 


{u) Cor . (x) Acts xiii 26. (y) John 1th, 36, 
% John v. 24. 8 3 85 


74 N hoſe ver believes fha!l be ſaved. Cha p. 8. 
no Crnd, mnation, no K. ind cr Degree of it, to them, to 


any ore of them, <0 are in 3 Chriſt, Who walk 
1 been a very great a and your Ge . 


truly been attended with molt heinous Aggravations ; „ 
n-veriheleſs you may rejoice in the Afiu.ance, that 


auhere Sin hath abeunded there fhall Grace mich mere 
abound (5b b) ; that where Sin hath reipned unto Death, 
where it has had its molt unlimited Sway, and molt un- 
reſiſted Triomph, there ſhall Righteouſneſs reign to Et. 
nal Life thro" feſus Chrift our Lord (c). That R/obreor/. 
ne i, to which on beltswiny on Him thou wilt be entitled, 
ſhall not only break thole Chains, by which Sin is (3s 
it were) d-agging thee at its Chariot Wheels with a 
furious Pace to Eternal Ruin; bur it ſhall clothe the 


With the Robes of Salvation, ſhall fx thee on a Throne 


of Glory, where thou ſhalt live and reign for ever a- 
mong the Princes of Heaven; ſhall reign in immortal 
Beauty and Joy, without one remaining Star cf Divine 
Diſpleaſure vpon thee ; without any fingle Mark Ly 
which it 80010 be known, that thou hadlt ever been ob- 
noxious to Wrath and a_ Curie ; 1 2 5 it be an An- 
them of Praiſe to the Lamb that v ain, aud has 
avaftel il ee from thy Sins in his own Blood (d). | 
8. Nor is it neceflary, in order to thy being 
releaſed from Guilt, and intitled to this high and com- 
pleat Felicity, that thou ſhouldſt, be ſore thou wilt ven- 
ture to app/y 70 Joſus, bring any geed Works of thine ou 
to recommend-thee to his Acceptance. It is indeed true 
that if thy Faith be ſincere, it will certainly produce 
them: But 1 bave the Authority of the Word of Gop 
to tell thee, that if thou this Day fincerely Leliewve/ in 
the Name of the So: o GOD, thou ſhalt 578 Day be 
taken under his Care, and be numbered among thoſe 
of bin Sheep, to whom he hath graciouſly . declared, 
that he will git e Etcrnal Life, and that they fall never 
periſh (e). T hou halt 40 Need therefore to jay, bo ball 
$0 up mto Heawen 5 Or who foall dejcend into tbe Deep for 
me? Fer tbe 177 ora is mg thee, 172 thy Mouth, au Itt 
thine Heart (f). Wich this joy ul Meſlage 1 leave thee; 
OE with 


(2) Rom. viii; 1, | (b) "Hom, v. 20, | (c) Rom. v. 2. 


(d) Rev. i. 5. (e) Jun x. 28. (D Rom. x. by 7, 8. 
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C hap. 3. The Strrner's Refectien on this good News 75 
wiih bis ſail ful Saying, indeed worthy of all Accepta- 
tien (g) 3 With this Goſpel, O Sinner, wiich is my Lije; 


and Ledge thou doſt not reject i it, will be 75. ne too. 


The Sinners, ReyLecrion en this good News, 


H my Soul, how aſtoniſhing 1s the Mcfage, 


* which thou halt this Day received! I have 
indeed eften heard it before; and it is grown ſo 
comm:n to me, that the durprize is not lenſible. 
“% Bur reflect, O my Soul, what is it thou haſt heard; 
„and ſay, whether the Name of a Saviour, whoſe Me. 
„ ſege it is, may not well be called //onder/ul, Counfetliy 
(n), when he diſplays before thee ich Wonders of 
Lowe, and propotes to thee uc 2 of Peace ? 

© Bleſſed 7e/us, is it indeed. thus! Is it not the 
« Fiction of che Human Mind? Surely it is not! 
What Human Mind cowd nave invented or conceiv- 


«© World, in Compaſſion to ſuch a Wetch as I ! Oh 
„ hadſt Thou, from that Height of Dignity and Feli- 
ci'y, only looked down upon me for a Motnent, and 
ſent ſome gracious Word to me for my Direction 
and Comfort, even by the leaſt of Thy Servants, 
juſtly migut! have prorated myſelf in grateful Ad. 


* miration, and have kiſſed the very Foorfleps of him 


« that publiched the Sal vation (1). But didſt thou con- 


„ deicend to be Thyſelf the Writ What. Grace 


„% had that been, tho? Thou haut but once in Perſon 


brought Thee down! But this is not all the Tri- 
umphof thine illuſtrious Grace. It not only brought 
Thee down to Earth, but kept thee here in a 
frail and wretched Tabernacle, for long ſucceſhve 
Years: And at lengtn, it coſt thee thy Life, and 
ſtretched thee Gut as a Malefactor upon the Crofs, 
after thou hadſt borne Inſult and Cruelty, which it may 
* juily wound my Heart ſo much as to think of. And 


| thus 
(g) 1 Tim. 15. . (h) Iſai, ix. 6, (i) Hai, hw. 7. 


edit? Is it a plain, a certain Fact, that Thou didſt 
leave the Magnificence and Joy of be Heavenly 


made the Declaration, and immediately returned back 
to the Throne, from whence Divine Compaſſion 


Lt Imagination to conceive. 


„ haſt contrived the. Way ! 


| tk) Rev. v. 


76 The Kian! Reflection on this good News.- Chap. 3, 
« thus Thou haſt atoned injured Juliice, and redeemed 


c me to GOD with thine own Blood (k). 


War fhall I fay ? Lord, I believe, Help Jö. mine 


8 Unbel.ef (I) / It ſeems to put Faith to the Stretch, to 


„% admit, what it. indeed exceeds the utmoſt Stretch of 
Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be 


„ Thy Name, O Thou TEE; Mercies, that Thou 


« the Mord of this Salvation to me! Oh let me not, for 


„Ten Thouſand Worlds, receive the Grace of GOD in 


« vain (m) / Oh impreſs this Goſpel upon my Soul, till 
« its ſaving Virtue be diffuſed over every Faculty! Let 


e jt not only be heard, and acknowledged, and profeſ- 


4 (ed, but felt! Make i it Thy Poxer to my eternal Sal. 
& vation (n); and raiſe me to that humble tender Gra- 
80 ee to that active unwearied Zeal in Thy Ser- 
« vice, Which becomes one fe ax bom fo much is forgiven (0) 
« and forgiven won /uch Terms as thele |! 

« I Fxgr a ſudden Glow in mine Heart, while theſe 
« Tidings are ſounding in mine Ears: But Oh, let it not 
« be a flight ſuperficial "Tranſport: Oh let not this, 
e which 1 would fain call my Chrifian Joy, be as that 


« fooliſh Larghter, with which I have been ſo madly in- 
% chanted, ie the crackling Blaze of 


1 horns under 4 


% Pot (p) O teach me to ſecure this mighty Bleſſing, 


this glorious Hope, in the Method which thou halt 
„appointed! and preſerve me from miſtaking the 7oy 


*% of Nature, while it catches a Glimpſe of its Reſcue 
« from Deſtruction, for that Cosſent of Grace, which 


40 embraces and enſures the Deliverance : 1 


| (Mark i ix. 24. Gs 


\ 
2 325 
(1) Ron. 3, 16. (% Luke vii. 47. p) Eccleſ. vii. 6, 


Eternal Thanks to the Land“ 
ce that was fan, and to that kind Providence that /ent 


18 vi. 1. 
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Chap. 9. Fe Sinner-enquiring what he fall &. - 77 


H . . 
A more particular Account of the Way, by 
which this Salvation is to be obtained. 


fn Enguiry into the Way of Salvation by Chrift being 
Juproſed, F. 1. The Sinner is in general directed to Re- 
pentance and Faith, F. 2. Ard urged to give up all 
S-If-Dependence, F. 3. And to ſcek Salvation by Free 
Grace, $:'4. A Summary of more particular Direction: 
is propoſed : F. 6. (1.) That the Sinner ſhould apply te 
Chriſt, d. 6. With a deep Abborrence of his former Sins. 
6. 7. And a firm Reſclution of forſaking them, &. 8. 
{2.) That he folemnly commit his Soul into the Hands of 
Clrif, the grefit vital Att of Faith, &.g. Which it 
exemplified at large, &. 10. (3.) That he makes it in 
Fact the governing Care of his future Life to obey and 
imitate Chriſt, $. 11. This is the only Methed of obtain 
ing Gojpel Salvation, h.iz, The Sinner deliberating on 
the Expediency of accepting it, 


. 1, | NOW conſider you, my dear Reader, as com- 

ing to me with the Enquiry, which the Fews 
once addreſſed to our Lord; What ſhall we do, that we 
ny av tbe Works of GOD (a)“ What Method ſhall 
take to ſecare that Redemption and Salvation, 
* which I am told Chrict has procured for his People?“ 
lvould anſwer it as ſeriouſly, and carefslly as poflible ; 
sone that knows, of What Importance it is to you to 
be rightly informed ; and that knows alſo, how ſtrictly 
le is 10 anſwer to Gon, for the Sincerity and Care With 
zich the Reply is made. May L be enabled te /pcat 
„ bis Oracle (b), that is, in ſuch a Manner, as taith- 
li. to echo back what the Sacred Oracles teach! 


(3) hn * 25. ; 95d (b) 1 Pet. iv. 14. 2 


n 
B * 


| 78 Al Self-Dependence must be given up, Chap, * 


5 Guides, and the faireſt Examples, 


„ 


Help found (d). 


$. 2. ND here, that I may be ſure to follow the ſafe 
I muſt preach Sal. 
vation to you, in the Way of Reprutence tocvard GOD, 
and of Faith in our Lerd Teſus Chrift (c\: That good old 
Doctrine, which the Apoſtles preached, and which no 


Man can pretend to change. but at the Peril of his own 
Sou), and of theirs who attend to him. 


K z. 1 sUPPosE, that you are, by this Time, con. 
vinced of yuur Guilt and Condemnation, and of your 
own Inability to recover yc urſelf, let me revertheleſ 
urge you to /ee/ that Conwiion yet more deeply, and to 
impreſs it with ye: greater Weight upon your Soul; that 
you have undo va, and that i gu, is not your 
be perſuaded theref fc. exprelsly, and 
ſolemnly, and ſincerely, to give up all Se f- Dependence ; 
which, if you do no: guard azainil, will be ready to fe- 
turn ſecretly, before it is obferved, avd will lead you 


to atter pt building up what you have juſt been deſtroying, 


7 


$. 4. br aliuied, that it eve; you are ſaved, you muſt 
. that Salvation entirely 70 the Free Grace of GOD, 
If, guilty and miſerable as you are, you are not only 
accepted, but crowned, your uſt lay down y Crown 
with all humble Acknow! ecginent before the I Drone (©), 
No Flesh muſt: lo in bis Prejence ; but he that &/oricth, 
muſt p/ory in the Lord: Fer of him are ce in Cuil 
Feſus, who of GOD is made amo us Wifdem, and Righte- 
wujricſo, and Sant fi «Lion, and Redempiion ({). And you 
muſt be ſenſible, you are in ſuch a State, as, having 
none of theſe in yourſelf, to need them in another. You 
mult therefore be ſenüble, that you are ignorant and 
guilty, polluted and enſlaved ; or, as our Lord expreſſes 
It, with regard to ſome who were under a Chriſtian Pro- 


feſſion, that as a Sinner, you are wretched, and mijerabit 


and pocr, and blind, ana naked (g). | 

§. 5. IF theſe Views be deeply impreſſed upon youl 
Mind, you will be prepared to receive what 1 am n0 
to fay, Hear therefore in a few Words your Duty, yet 
Remedy, and your Safety which conſiſts in this, 10 
you mult apply to Chrifl, wich a deep Abhorrence 0 


& yecur former Sins, and a frm Reſolution of « them 
ce them 


ff} 1 Cor. i. 29, 30, 31. 


(d) Hol, X111. g. 
(g) Rev. iii. 17. 
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„ them; forming that Reſolution in the Strength of 


for your Acceptance with God, even while you are 
“ purpoling to do your very beſt, and when you have 
„actually done the beſt you ever will do in Conſe- 
« quence of that Purpoſe.” 5 

4 6. Tre firſt and moſt important Advice that I cam 


give you in your preſent Circumſtances, is, that you look. 


to Christ and abply yorr/clf to him. And here, /ay nct in 


your Heart, Whos shall aſcend into Heaven, lo brins him 


datun to me (h)? or who ſhall rai/e me up thither, to 
preſent me before him? The bleſſed Jeſus, &y whom 
all Things confi (i), by whom the whole Syſtem of them 
is ſupported, ** forgotten as he is by moſt that bear h's 
% Name," is rot far from any gf us (k): Nor could he 
have promiſed to have been, where-ever Twwo or Tore 
WH are met together in his Name (I), but in Conſequence of 
thoſe truly Divine Perfections, by which he is eyery where 
WH preſent. Would you therefore, O Sinner, deſite to be 
fred? Go to the Savicur. Would you defire to be 
elirered? Look to that great Deliverer: And tho? you 
"i ſhould be fo overwhelmed with Guilt and Shame, and 
Fear, and Horror, that you ſhould be incapable of 
„ bpeaking to him, fall down in this ſpeechleſs Confaiion 


i 2 is Feet ; and bebo!d him as the Lamb of GOD, that 


ale, arbay the Sins of the World (m). 
8. 7. Begoud him therefore with an attentive Eye, 
Sf an ay, Whether the Sight does not touch, and even 


Ui e!t thy very Heart! Doſt thou not feel, what a fooliſh 
08:14 what a wre;ched Creature thou haſt been; that for 
eg 


lie ſake of ſuch low and fordid Gratifications and Inte- 
ul, as thoſe which thou haſt been purſuing, thou 
V8 1001 ft thus 2% She Prince of Life (n)? Behold the deep 
31:4; which he bore for thee, Leok on bim whom thou 
hn pierced, and ſurely thou mult mourn (o), unlets 
mine Heart be hardened into Stone, Which of thy paſt 
dius canſt thou reflect upon, and ſay, For that it was 
worth my while, thus to have injured my Saviour, 
and to have expoſed the Son of Gos to ſuch ſuffer- 


r 2 „ings !“? 

m (i) Romy r . ( Col. i. 17. (K) Akts xvi. 27. 
e att. viii. 20. 4m) John i. 29. (u) Acts ui. 2. 
6% Lech. Xxli. 10. | DOE 0 


chap. 9. and Christ alone be fought” 6. 


« His Grace, and fixing your Dependence on Him, 


— — 


80 Eisen Sin muſt befor/aken, 


e 


Chap. 3. 
Aud what future Temptations can ariſe ſo 
conſiderable, that thou thouldit fay, « For the Sake of 
« this, I wil cruct/y my Lord again (p) Sinner, thou 
must repent 5 thou rfiufl repent of every Sin; and mutt 


forſake it: But if thou doeſt it to any Purpoſe, I well 
know it muſt be as a? the Foot of the Croſs. Thou muſt 
facrifice every Lust, even the deareſt ; tho? it ſhould be 
like a Rizht Hand, or a Right Eye iq) e 4nd therefore, 
that thou mayeſt, if poſſibie be animated to it, I Have 
led thee to that Altar, on which Chris himje f was ſacri. 
ficed for thee, an Ofiering of a ſweet, meiling Sawour (r). 
Thou maſt yic/d up * to GOD, as ine alive from the 
Dead (s): And therefore I have ſhewed thee at what a 
Price he purchaſed thee ; for Shen was! not redeemed with 
corruptible Things, as Silver and Gela, but ait the fre- 
 ciens bleod of the Sen of GOD, that Lamb ewithout bits 
ni and without Spot (t). Ano now | would aſk thee, 
as betore the Lord, What dot thine own ticart fay to 
it? Art thou grieved tor thy former Cticines ? Art thou 
willing to forſake thy Sins? Ari thuu wilting to be- 
come the cheariul, thankiul Servant of him, who ban 
purchaſed thee with his own Blood ? 
$. 6. | WILL tupyoie iuch a Purpoſe as this 8b in 
thine Heart. 
it may be, I know not: What different Views May atiſe 
hereafter, «1 how loon the preſent Senſe may wear off. 
But this 1 afluiedly know, that thou wilt never ice Rea» 
ſon to change theie Views; for however thou mayett 
alter, the Lord 7ejus Chrift is the ſame Yeſterday, To- Day, 
end for Ever (u). And the Realons, that now recom» 
mend Repentance and Faith, as fit and as neceilary, 
will continue invariable, as long as the Perfections of 
the Bleiled God are the fame, and as long as his Son 
continues the ſame. 
$ 9. Bur while you have theſe Views and theſe Fur. 


poſes, 1 muſt remind you, that 7his is not all which is ne · 


.. Celiary to your Salvation. You muſt not only urge, 
bur as Gop gives Opportunity, you mult ad, as thole 


who are convinced of the Evil of din, and of the Neceſ 


fty and Excellence of Holineſs. And that you may be 


enabled 
Ip Heb. Vis ho. 


6q) Matt. v. 29, 30. 
$5) * vi. 13. 


{i} 2 Pet. i, 28, 19. (u),Heb. xl. 


How determinate it is, and how <tteciual | 


(r) Epi, 4-50 


Cha 


ena 
Pla. 
Lor 
ſeut 
(6 5 
60 h 
grea 
May 
able 
Dea 
Jun 
to h1 
if w 
Ie 
to e 
and 
app! 
in h 
W 11 
ruſh 
don, 
him. 
is 110 
Add 
with 
fore 
And 
Mun 
verla 
Kb 
the I 
Wor 
ber, 
thee, 
to hi! 
ne ven 
this s 
ſo wit 
for ap 


I We 


(x) 


Chap. 9. andthe Soul committed to Chriſt. --0- 


enabled to do fo in other Inſtances, you muſt in the firſt 
Place, and as the firſt great Work ef GOD, (as our 
Lord himſelf calls it,) believe in him whom GOD hath 
feat (x) : You muſt confide in him; © mult commit your 
« Soul into the Hands of Chrif, to be ſaved by him 1n 
i« his own appointed Method of Salvation.” This is the 
great A of ſaving Faith; and | pray Gow, that you 
may experimentally know what it means; fo as to be 
able to ſay with the Apoſtle Paul, in the near Views of 
Death itſelf, I know avhom I have believed, and am por- 
funded that he is able to keep that whicy I have committed 
to him until that Day (y); that great deciſive Day, which 
if we are Christiant, we have always in View. To this 
would urge you; and Oh that J could be ſo happy as 
to engage you to it, while I am illuſtrating it in this, 
and the following Addreſſes ! Be aſſured, you muſt not 
apply 3 yourſelves immediately ib GOD, as abſolutely or 
in himſelf conſidered, 12 the Neglect of a Mediator. It 
wiil neither be acceptable to him, nor ſafe for you, to 
ruſh into his Preſence, without any Regard to his own 
, W Son, whom he hath appointed to introduce Sinners to 
him. And if you come otherwiſe, you come as one who 
s, 4 Sinner. The very Manner of preſenting the 
1 Addreſs will be interpreted as a Deaial of that Guilt, 
e wich which he knows you are chargeable: And there- 
WH fore he will not admit you, nor fo much as look upon you. 
And accordingly, ow Lord, knowing how much every 
t WH living was concerned in this, ſays in the moſt uni- 
„ertal Terms, No Man cometh unto the F ather but by me (2). 
. . 10. Arx therefore to this glorious Redeemer, 
amiable (as he will appear to every believing Eye) in 
the Blood which he ſhed upon the Croſs, and in the 
Wounds which he received there. Go to him, O Sin- 
per: this Day, this Moment, with all thy Sins about 
thee, Gs just as thou art; for if thou wilt never apply 
to him, till thou art firſt righteous and holy, thou wilt 
never be righteous and holy at alt; nor canſt be ſo on 
this Suppoſition, unleſs there were ſome Way of being 
ſo without him; and then, there would be no Occaſion. 
lor applying to him for Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
lt were indeed as if it ſhould be ſaid, that a fick Man 


. E 3 * ſhould 
(x) John vi. 29. (y) 2 Lim. i. 12 () John xiv. 6. 


82 


The Lane nage / oneſubmitting 10 riß. Chap. g. 


tonld defer his Application to a Phyſician, till his 
Health is recovered. Let me therefore repeat it without 
Offence, Go to him juſt as thou art, and ſay, (On that thou 

mayſt this Moment be enabled to ſay it from thy very 
Saul!) Bleſſed Four, I am ſurely one of the molt ſin- 


46 


4+ 


ful. and one of the moſt miſerable Creatures, that 
ever fell arofirate before Thee: Neverthel:is I come, 


„ becauſe ] have heard that thou didſt once ſay, Come 


& 


re 
6c 


cc 


(a) Matt. xi. 28. 
(d) Eſth. iv. 11. 


el pics you Rel (0. 
Thou did oraciouſly ſay, Him that cometh wnto me, | 


me. 


Feet: 


unto me ail 3e that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
I cone, becauſe | have heard, 


will in no wiſe caſt out (bY. O thou Prince of Peace, 
O thou King of Ghry, I am a condemned miſerable 
Sinner, i have ruined my own Scul, and am eon— 
demned for * if thou doſt not help me and fave 

I have broken thy Father's Law, and thing, 
for Thou art che wth him (c). I have deferved Con- 
demnatien and Wrath; and J am, even at this very 
Momeat, under a Sentence of everlaſting Deſtruction: 
A Deſtruction, which will be aggravated by all the 
Contempt which I have caſt upon Thee, O thou 
bleeding Lamb of GOD : For I cannot and will not 
diſſemble it before thee, that I have wronged Thee, 
moſt baſely and ungratefully wronged Thee, under 
the Character of a Saviour, as well as of a Lord. 


But now, I am willing to fubmit to Thee; and I have 
brought my poor trembling Soul, to lodge i it in thine 


Hands, if thou wilt condeſcend to receive it; and if 
thou doſt not, it muſt periſh. O Lord, I lie at thy 
Stretch out /by Golden Sceptre that I may live 
(d) / Yea, if it pleaſe the King, let the Life of my Soul 
beigiven me at my Petition (e)“ I have no Treaſure, 
wherewith to pu.chaſe it; 1 have no Equivalent to 
give thee for it: But if tat compaſionate Heart of 
thine can find a Pieaſure in ſaving one of the moſt 
diſtreſſed Creatuies under Heaven, that Pleaſure thou 
mayſt here find. O Lord, I have fooliſhly attempted 
to be mine own Saviour ; but it will not do. I am 
ſenſible the Attempt is vain; and therefore I give it 


over, and lool unte Thee, On Thee, befjed Feſus, who! 


«© art] 


(b) John vi. 37. (c) John x. 3% 


(e) Eſth. vii. 3. 
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Chap. 9. The Life must be anſwerable to it. 2, 
« {urs aud 5tedfast, do I deſire to fix my Anchor. On 
„Thee, as the only ſure Boundation, would 1 build 
« my eternal Hopes. To thy Teaching, O thou un- 
« erring Prophet of the Lord, would I ſubmit: Be thy 
„ Doctrines ever ſo myſterious, it is enough for me that 
% Thou Thyſelf hat /aid it. To thine Atonement, 
© Obedience, and Interceſſion, O Thou holy and ever 
«© acceptable Higb-Prieſt, would I truſt. And to thy 
„% Government, O Thou exalted Sovereigu, would I 
„yield a willing, delightful Subjection: In Token of 
„ Reverence and Love, I %% the Son (f); I kiſs the 
« Ground before his Feet. I admit Thee, O my 
„ Saviour, and welcome thee with unutterable Joy, to 
© the Throne in my Heart. Aſcend it, and reign there 
© for ever! Subdue mine Enemies, O Lord, for they 
are thine; and make me thy faithful, and zealous. 
„Servant; faithful to Death, and zealous to Eternity.  - 
F. 11. SUCH as this mult be the Language of your 
very Heart before the Lord. But then remember, that 
in Conſequence hereof it mutt be the Language of your 
| Life too. The unmeaning Words of the Lips would be 
t a vain Mockery. The moſt affectionate Tranſport of 
de Paſſion, ſhould it be tranſient and ineffetui, would 
rbb but like a Hlaxe of Straw, preſented inſtead of Ju- 
; conſe at his Altar. With ſuch Humility, with ſuch 
c Love, with ſuch cordial Self-Dedication aad Submiſſion 
e W ©! Soul, muſt thou often proſtrate thyſelf, in che Pre- 
f WM {ence of Chri? , and then thou muſt go away, and keep 
bim in thy View; muſt go away, and live unto Gop 
WM thro) him, denying Ungodlineſs, and Worldly Lusts, and be- 
naving thyſelf Heber, righteouſly and godly in ibis vain 
ininaring Worla (g). You mult make it your Care, to 
ſew your Love by Obedience; by forming yourſelf as . 
much as poſſible, according to the Temper and Manner 
0! 72/45, in whom you believe: You mult make it the 
great Point of your Ambition, (and a nobler View you 
cannot entertain, ) to be a living Image of Christ; that ſo 
lar as Circumſtances will allow, even thoſe who have 
beard and read but little of him, may, by obſerving 
you, in fome Meaſure ſee and know what Kind of a Life 
wat of 'the Blefſed Jeſus was, And this mult. be your 
; E conſtant 


— 


(f) fal. ii. 122. (8) Tit. ii. 12. 


* 


. x. $64 This is the on'y M ay of Salvation, Chap. g. 

-  eonſtant Care, your prevailing Character, as long as you 

live. Vou muſt Ve him whitherſoever he leads you; 

mult /o//ow with a Cre on your Shoulder, when he 

commands you to 2e it uf (h); and fo muſt be fnth. 
Ful even unto Death, expeCing the Crown of Life (i), 

9 12. Tunis, fo far as I have been able to learn from 
the Werd of Geb, is the May to Safety and Glory; 
the lureſt, the only Way you can take. Tis the Hay, 
which every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt has trod, and is 
treading ; and the Way, to which, as he tenders the 
Salvation of his own Soul, he muſt direct others. We 
cannot, we would not alter it, in Favour of ourſelves, or 
ef our deareſt Friends. It is the Way, in which alone, 

Io far as we can judge, it becomes the BlefJed GOD 10 fave 
his Apoflate Creatures, And therefore, Reader, I beſeech 
and intreat you, ſeriouſly to conſider it; and let your 
own Conſcience anſwer, as in the Preſence of Goo, 
vhether you are willing to acquieſce in it, or not, Bat 
Know, that zo r:jef7 it, is thine Eternal Death. For us 
there is no other Name under Heaven given among Men Wl © li 

_ whereby we can be ſaved (k), but this of Jeſus of Na. Ml © a 
zareth, ſo there is no other Method but this, in which 
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Jeſus himſelf will fave us. | «N 

- | | | 60 ( 

The Sinner deliberating on the Expediency of falling in wits Ml « O 

| | this Method of Salvation. ak Ti 

5 8 ONSIDER, O my Soul, what Anſwer wilt thou “ N 
| e return to ſuch Propoſals as theſe ? Surely, an 
if I were to ſpeak the firſt Dictate of this corrupt and 8. 
ic degenerate Heart, it would be, This 7s 4 hard Saying, Ml © ? 


ge and avho can hear it (I)? To be thus humbled, thus 4 
«© mortified, thus ſubjeded! To tate ſuch a Yoke upon Ml © { 
« me, and to carry it as long as I live! To give up © 2 
« eveiy darling Luft, tho? dear to me as a Rig/t He, Wil © a 
„aud ſeemingly neceſſary as a Right Hand! To ſubmit - 
not only my Life, but my Heart, to the Command WM © ti 
„ and Diſciplineef another! To have 2 Maſter tber, 4 
«© and ch a Maffer, as will controul_.many of its ta- Wi © \ 
„ yourne Aﬀections, and direct them quite into another A; 
„Channel! A Malter, who himſelf repreſents His Com WF © » 
* Sk 17 «6 mands, i c 
(h) Matt. xvi. 24. () Rev. li. 13. (E) Acts iu. 1% 
(!) Joan vi. 60. | - 


Chap. 93 The Sinner Aber hs what to de. $5 


© mands, by taking up the Croſs and following him J 
« To adhere to the ſtricteſt Rules of (rod/ineſs and Seòri- 
6& ety, of Rigbteonſn and Truth ; not departing ſrom 
them, in any allowed Inſtance, great or imall, upon 
© any Temptation, for any Advantage, to eſcape any 
« Inconvyenience and Evil, no, not even for the Prefer- 
vation of Life itſelf; but, upon a proper Call of Pro- 
vidence, to act as if I bated even my own Life (m) ] 
“ Lord, it is hard to Fleſh and Blood: And yet I per- 
& ceive and feel, there is ore Demand yet harder than 
«& this. 
© Wir all theſe precautions, with all theſe Morti- 
fications, the Pride of my Nature would find ſome 
inward Re'ource of Pleaſure, might I but ſecretly 
think that 1 had been my own Savieur; tuat my own 
Wiſdom, and my own Reſolution, had breken the 
Bands and Chains of the Enemy; and that L had 
«* drawn out of my own Treaſures, the Price with 
which my Redemption was purchaſed. ut muit I. 
lie down before another, as guilty and condemned, 
as weak and helpleſs; and mult the Obligation be. 
multiplied, and muſt a Mediator have his Share too? 
Muſt I go to the Croſs for my Salvation, and ſeek m 
Glory fom the latamy of that? Mult I be ſtripped 
'Y © of every pleaſing Pretence to Rigateouſneſs, and 
ſtand in this Reſpe& upon a Level with the vileſt of 
„% Men ? fland at the Bar amongſt the greateſt Crimi- 
nals, pleading Guilty wich them, and ſeeking Deli- 
verance by that very at of Grace, whereby they have 
obtained it? | 
« dare not deliberately ſay, This Method 1 is unrea- 
ſonable, My Canſcience teitifies, that I have ſinned 
and cannot be juflified before Gop, as an innocent, 
and obedient'Creature. My Conſcience tells me, that 
all theſs humbling Circumſtances are fit: That it is 
fit, a convicted Criminal ſhould be brought upon his 
Kuees: That a captive Rebel ſhould give ap the 
Weapons of his Rebellion, and bow before his Sove- 
reign, if he expect his Life. Vea, my Reaſon, as 
| well as my Conſcience, tells me, that it is fit and ne- 
os 0 eee... that if I am ſaved at all, I ſhould be ſaved 
12. E. 
| | (=) Luk LY xiv. 26. 
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85 The Sinuer deliberating what 10 do. Chap. 9. 
« from the Power and Love of Sin, as well as from the 
« Condemnation of it; and that if Sovereign Mercy 
% gives me a new Life, after having deſerved eternal 
„% Death, it is molt fit, I ſhould vie % my/elf to GOD, as — 
alive from the Dead (n). But, Oh wretched Man that 
* I am, I feel a Law in my Members. that wars again, 
tie Law of my Mind (o), and oppoſes the Conviction 
« of my Reaſon and Conicience. IT'ho fhall deliver me 
from this Bondage? Who ſhall make me williug to 
4% do that, which I know in my owa Soul to be moſt | 
«© expedient ? O Lord, ſubdue my Heart, and let it not FTI 
1 be drawn ſo ſtrongly one Way, while the nobler 
« Powers of my Mind would direct it another! Con- 
quer every licentious Principle within, that it may 
% be my Joy to be ſo wiſely governed, and reſtrained | 
5 5 E ſpecially, ſubdue my Pride, that Lord!y Corruption, 
*© which ſo ill ſuits an impoveriſhed and a condemned 
„ Creature; that Thy Way of Salvation be made 
« am jable to me, in Proportion to the Degree in which 
it is humbling! I feel. a Diſpoſition to /inger in Se- 
dum, but Ob be merciful to me, aud pull me out of it (p), 
« before the Storm of Thy flaming Vengaanes. Þ tall, 
*© and there be no More Eſcaping !?? 
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(v) Rom, 8 13. {o) Rom. vii. 237 24. (p) Gen, xix. 16. 
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Chap. 10. Convictions frequently wear off- ä 


EH N 


The Sinner ſeriouſly urged and intreated to 
accept of Salvation in this Way. 


Since many who have been impreſſed with theſe Things 
ſuffer the Impreſſion to wear off in vain, F. 1, Strongiy 
as the Cafe ſpeaks for tf if, Sinners are to be intreated 

to accept this Salvation, F. 2. Accordingly the Reader, 
ig entreated, (1.) By the Majeſty and Mercy of GOD 3 © 
8. 3. (2.) By the dying Love of our Lord Feſus 1 75 
&. 4. (3. By the Regard due ta e . 9575 
( 4.) By the Worth of |, hes own Immortal Soul. 8. 6, The 
Matter ts ſolemnly lift with the Reader as. x 1 GOD, 
9. 7. The Sinner yielding to theſe Intreattes, and 4 
claring has Acceptance of Salvation by Chrift, | | 


§. 1. us far have I often known Convictions 
and Impreſſions to ariſe, (if I might judge 
by the fronge!t Appearance,) which after all have worn 
cir again. Some unhappy Circumſtance of external 
Temptation, ever joined by the inward Reluctance of an 
unſanctified Heart to this holy and humbling Scheme of 
Redemption, has been the Ruin of Multitades, And 
thro the Deceitfulnefs of Sin, they have been hardened (a), 
Ull they ſeem to have been utterly deſtroyed, and that 
ut remedy (b). And therefore, O thou immortal 
Creature, who art now reading. theſe Lines, I beſeeck 
thee, that while Affairs are in this critical Situation, 
while there are theſe Balancings of Mind, between ac- 
cepting and rejefting that glorious Goſpel, which, in 
the Integrity of a, Heart, I have now been laying be- 


E 6 fore 
(a) Heb; 58 23. (b) Prov. xxix. 1. 
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38 De Sinner intreated, in GO D', Name; Chap. 10. 'Cha 


| fore you, you would once more give me an attentive. fill 
Audience, while I plead in Goy's Behalf, (hall I lay?) 1 
or rather in your own: While as an Embaſſador from him 
- Chrif, and as though GOD did befeech you by me, I pray of 
you in Chriſt's Stead, that you would be reconciled to GOD Reg 
(c); and would not aſter theſe Awakenings and theſe his 
Enquiries, by a Madneſs which it will ſurely be the 2 
- doleful Buſineſs of a miſerable Eternity to l: ment, ci 0 
this compaſſionate Counſel of GOD tonvards you. | 1704 
$. 2. Ox x would indeed imagine, there ſhould be no the 
Need of Importunity here. One would conclude, that to 
as ſoon as periſhing Sinners are told, that an offended Goy rich 
is ready to be reconciled ; that he offers them a full Par- Inv 
don for all their aggravated Sins ; yea, that he is willing anc 
to adopt them into his Family new, that he may ac feve 
Jength admit them to his Heavenly Preſence ; all ſhould you 
with the utmoſt Readineſs and Pleaſure embrace fo kind der 
'a Meſlage, and fall at his Feet in ſpeechleſs Tranſport by 
of Aſtoniſhment, Gratitude and Joy, But alas, we find mo 
it much etherwiſe. We ſee Multitudes quite unmoved, of 1 
and the Impreſſions which are made on many more, are by 
feeble and tranſient. Leſt it ſhould be thus with you, Bod 
O Reader, let me urge the Meſſage with which I have you 
the Honour to be charged: Let me intreat you lo be 1e- des 
conciles to GOD, and to accept of Pardon and Salvation thi 
in the Way in which it is ſo freely offered to you. Sla 
F. 3. I 1nTREAT you, © by the Majeſty of that GOD by 
e in whoſe Name I come ;? whoſe Voice fills all Hea- wh 
ven with Reverence and Obedience. He ſpeaks not in bel 
vain, to Legians of Angels; but if there could be an) 4 
Contention among thoſe bleſſed Spirits, it would be fee 
' who ſhoald be firſt to execute his Commands. O let the 
him not ſpeak in vain to a wretched Mortal! I intreat he 
you, “ by the Terrors of bis Wrath,” who could ſpeak to ſee 
you in i bunder ; who could by one ſingle Act of his wh 
Will, cut off this precarious Life of yours, and ſend you ful 
down to Hell. I beſeech you, by His Mercies, by Hi Bu 
« jender Mer cies;“ by the Bowels of his Compailion, br 
which ſtill yearn over you, as theſe of a Parent over - ter 
dear Sin, over a lender Child, whom notwithſtanding 
his former ungrateful Rebellion, “e carne _—_— (a) 
| g 
(c) 2 Cor. v. 20, - (5 


3 


Chap. 10. By the Laws of a Ming W | 89 
fill (d). I beſeech and intreat you, ** by all this pater- 
« nal Goodneſs,” that you do not (as it were) compel 
him to loſe the Character of the gentle Parent, in that 
of the righteous Judge ; ſo that (as he threatens with 
Regard to thoſe whom he hath juſt called bis Sors and 
his Dauzbters ) a Fire ſhall be Rindled in his Auger, © which 
fuld burn unto the lotvest Hell (e). 

b. 4. I BEsEECH you nk, © by the Name ard 
Lobe of our dying Saviour.“ I beſeech you, by all 
the Condeſcenſion of His Incarnation ; by that. Poverty 
to which he voluntarily ſubmitted, that you might be in- 
1iched with Eternal Treaſures (f); by all che gracious 
Invitations which he gave, which ſtill ſound in his Word, 
and ſtill coming (as it were) warm from his Heart, are 
ſoeeter than Honey er the Honey Comb (g). I befeech 
you, by all his glorious Wai ks of Power and of Won- 
der, which were alio Works of Love. I beſeech you 
by the Memory cf the moit benevolent Perſon, and the 
moſt generous Friend. I beſeech you,” by the Memory 
of what he ſuffered, as well as of what he ſaid and did; 
by the Agony which he endured in th: Garden, when his 
Body was covered with A Dew of Blood (h). i beſeech 
you, by all that tender Diſtreſs which he felt, r his 
deareſt Friends forſoot him and fled (i), and his Blood- 
thirky Enemies dragged him away, like the meaneſt of 
Slaves, and like the vileſt of Criminals. I beſeech you 
by the Blows and Bruiſes, by the Stripes and Laſhes, 
which this injured Soyereign endured while in their re- 
bellious Hands; by the Shame of Spitting, from which he 
hid not that kind and venerable Countexance (k). I be- 
ſeech you, by the purple Robe, the Sceptre of Reed, and 
the Crown of Thorns, which this King of Glory wore, that : 
he might / us among the Princes of Heaven (). I be- 
ſeech you, by the heavy Burden of the Croſs, under 
which he panted, and teiled, and fainted, in the pain- 
ful Way to Golyotha (m), raat ne might free us from the 
Burden of our Sios. I beſeech you, by the Remem 

| brance of Thole rude Nails, that tore the Veins and Ar- 

ter ies, the Nerfes and Tendons of his Sacred and 
ret; 


(d) Jer. xxxi. 20. (c) Deut. xxxii. 19. 22. () 2 Cor. viii. 9 
() Pfal. xix. 10. (h) Puke xxii. 44+ (i) Matt. xxvi. 13 4 
(K) Iſai. I. 6, - (1) Ptal..cxiui, 8. 2 John xix. 17. 
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90 By all that Cbrist did and fuffered : 
Feet ; and by that invincible, that triumphant Goodneſs, 
which while the Iron pierced his Fleſh, engaged him to 
cry out, Father, forgive \ them, for they knot not what 
they av (1). E beſeech you, by that unutterable Anguiſh 
which be bore, when Lied up upon the Cro/s, and extend- 

ed there as on a Rack, for fix painful Hours, that you 
open your Heart to thoſe attractive Influences which have 
drawn ts him Thouſands and en Thouſands (o). I 
beſeech you by all that Inſult and Derifion, which the 
Lerd of Glory bore there (p) ; by that parching Thirf 
winch could hardly obtain the Relief of Vintgar (q); by 
that doleful Cry, ſo aſtoniſhing in the Mouth of the only 
Begotten of the Father, My GOD, my GOD, why bod 
thou forſaken me (r)? | beleech you, by that Grace that 
ſubdued and pardoned a dying Malefafor (s); by that 
Compaſſion for Sinners, by that Compaſſion for you, 
which wrought in his Heart, long as its vital Motion 
continued, and which ended not when hz bowed his Head, 
ſaying, It is finished, and gave up the GH (t). I beſeech 
von, by the Iriumphs of that Reſurrection by which he 
was declared to be the Son of GOD with Pace ver, by the 
bir it of Hel: %, which wrought to accompliſh it (u); 
by that gracious 'ienderneſs which attempered all thoſe 
Triampus, when he ſaid to her ent of whom he had caſt 
Seven Devils, concerning his Diſciples, why had treated 
him 10 bately, Go, tell my Brethren, I ajtend unto my Ha- 
ther and your father, ana unto my GOD and your GOD, (x) 
] b-icech you, by that Condeſcenſion, with which he 
{aid to Thomas when his Unbelief had made ſuch an 
- umieaſunable Lemand, Reach hither thy Finger, and be- 
hola my Hands, and ta h hither thy Hand and put it te 
my Side: and be nit faithleſs but believing (y). I beſeech 
you. by that generous and faithful Care of his People, 
which be carried up with him to the Regions oi Glory, 
and which engaged him to ſend dewn his Spirit, in that 
rich Protulion ct miraculous Gifts, to ſpread the Progreſs 
of his ſaving Word (2). I beleech you, by that Voice 


of Sympathy and Power, with which he /aid to Saul, 


while 
(n) Luke XX'le 34. (o) John xii. 325 (p) Matt. xxvn. 29—44 
(4) John xix. 28, 29. (r, Matt. xxvii. 45. (5) Luke xxiti. 42, 43 - 


(x) john xx. 1h 


( John xix. go. 


(u) Rom. i. 
(Y) John xx. 27. 05 


(2) Acts ll, 33. 
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Chan: ro. By the Negard that is due to others x 91 
while injuring his Church, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteff 
theu me (a)? by that generous Goodneſs which ſpared 
that proſtrate Enemy, when he lay frembling at his Feet, 
and raiſed him to ſo high a Dignity, as to be not inferior 
to the very chiefeft Apostles (b). I beſeech you by the 
Memory of all that Chri? hath already done, by the 
Expectation of all he will farther do for his People. I 
beſeech you, at once, by the Sceptre of his Grace, and 
by the Sword of his Juſtice, with which all his incorr1- 
gible Enemies ſhall be /lain before him (c), that you do 
not trifle away thoſe precious Moments, while his Spi- 
ritis thus breathing upon yon ; that you do not loſe 
an Opportunity which may never return, and on the 
Improvement of which your Eternity depends. | 

$. 5 I BrSEECH you, “ by all the Bonwels of. Com- 
« paſſion which you owe to the faithful Mini ers of 
% Chrift ;” who are ſtudying and labouring, preaching 
and praying, wearing out their Time, exhauſting their 
Strength, and very probably, ſhortening their Lives, 
for the Salvation of your Soul, and of Souls like yours, 
I beſeech yon, by the affection, with which all that 
love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, long to ſee you 
brought back to him. LI beſeech you, by the Friend- 
ſhip of the Living, and by the Memory of the Dead ; 
by the Ruin of thuſe who have trifled away their Days; 
and are periſhed in their Sins, and dy the Happineſs of 
thoſe who have embraced the Goſpel, and are {aved b 
it. I beſeech you, by the great Expectation of that im- 
portant Day, when the Lord Jeſus ſball be revealtd fr 75 
Heaven (d); by the Terror, ol a diffeluing World (e); 
the Sound of the Arch Angel's Trumpet (f; and of oy 
infinitely more awful Sentence, Come, ye Bufſed, and De- 
part, ye Curſed, with which that grand Selena all 
clole (g). 

$. 6. I rxsEECH you finally,“ 8 0207 precious 
„and immortal Soul; by the ture Proſpect of a dying 
Bed, or of a ſudden Surprize into the Inviſible State; 
and as you would fee! one Spark cf Comfort in your 
departing Spirit, when your Fl:f a:d Jo" Heart - are 


failing 
(a) Acts. ix. 4. (b) 2 Cor. xii. 11. 40 you. 1 27. 
(4) 2 Theſſ. i. 7. (ee) 2 Pet, iii. 16. () 1 Thefl. iv. 16. 


(8) Matt. xxv. 34, 41. 
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92 Aus ly the Warth of bis own Soil. ©: 
| failing. I beſeech you, by your own Perſonal Appeat- 


ance before the Tribunal of Chriſt, (for 4 Perſonal Ap- 


 pearance it mult be, even to them who now fit on Thrones 


of their own ;) by all the Tranſports of the Bleſſed, and 
by all the Agonies of the Damned, the one or the other 
of which muſt be your everlaſting Portion, I affection- 
ately intreat and beſeech you, in the Strength of all theſe 
united Conſiderations, as you will anſwer it to me, wha 


may in that Day be ſummoned to teſtify againſt you; 


and, which is unſpeakably more, as you will anſwer it 
to vour own Conſcience, as you will anſwer it to the 

Eternal Judge; that you diſmiſs not theſe Thoughts, 
theſe Meditations, and theſe Cares, till you have 
brought Matters to a happy Iſſue; till you have made 


a reſolute Choice of Chriſt, and his appointed Way of 
Salvation, and till you have ſolemnly devoted yourſelf 


to Gop in the Bonds of an everiaſting Covenant. 

§. 7. AND thus Jleave the Matter before you, and 
before the Lord, I have told you my Errand ; I have 
diſcharged my Embaſſy, Stronger Arguments 1 cannot 
ule ; more endearing and more awful Conſiderations I 
cannot ſuggeſt, Chaſe therefore, whether von will go 
out (as it were) clothed in Sackcloth, to calt yourſelk at 


the Feet of him who now ſends you theſe equitable and 


gracious lerms of Peace and Pardon; or whether you 
will hold it out, till he appears Sword in Hand, to reckon 
with you for your Treaſons and your Crimes, and for this 
neglected Embaſſy among the reſt ot them. Fain would 
J hope the beſt ; nor can I believe, that this Labour of 
Love ſhall be fo entirely unſuccelsfal, that not one Soul 
ſhall be brought to the Foot of Chritt in cordial Sub- 
miſſion and humble Faith. Take with you therefore 
Words, and turn unte the Lord (h); and On that thoſe 


Which follow might, in Effect at leaſt, be the genuine 


Language of every one thai reads them ! 


The Sinner yieldin g to theſe Taireatics, and declaring his 


Acceptance of Salvation by Chriſt, 


LESSED Lord, it is enough |! It is too much ! 
% Surely there needs not this Bas. of Argu- 


„ ments 
(b) Hol. xiv. 2. | 


Chap. 10. 


Chap. 10. 


The Sinner yielding to theſe Intreaties. — 93 

'« ments, this Importunity of Perſuaſion, to court me 
to be happy, to prevail upon me to accept of Pardon, 
« of Life, of Eternal Glory. Compaſſionate Saviour, 
„ my Soul is ſubdued 3 ſo that J truſt, the Language 
f of thy Grief 1s become that of my Penitence, 2 41 
ry a ſay, My Heart is melted like Wax in the _—_ of 
„% my Bowels (i). 

© © gracious Redeemer ! I have eddy negleged 
« Thee too long. I have too often injured Thee; haye 
& crucified Thee aß eb by my Guilt and Impenitence, 
* if 
„ Shame k). u my Heart now bows itſelf before 
„Thee, in humble unfeigned Submiſſion. I defire to 
„ make no Terms with thee but theſe.— that I may 
6 be entirely Thine. I cheartully preſent Thee with a 
« Blank, intreatins Thee, that thou wilt do me the 
„ Honour to fignify upon it, what is thy Pleature. 
« Teach me, O Lord, 
40 % Forl deſite io learn the Leſſon, and to learn it 
that I may practiſe ic. If it be more than my feeble 

Powers can anſwer, Thou wilt, I hope, give me 
„more Strength; and in that Strength I will ſerve 
© Thee. , O receive a Soul, 
« wihn g to be thine! 

No more, O Bleſſed Fe/us, no more is it neceſſary 
© to beſezch and intreat me. Permit me rather to ade 
dreſs myſelf to Thee, with all the Importunity of a 
periſhing Sinner, that at length, fees and knows, 
there is Salvation in no other 11)“ Permit me now, 
Lord, to- come, and throw myſelf at thy Feet, like 
„Ja helpleſs Outcaſt, that has no Shelter but ia Thy 
© generous Compaſiion ! like one purſucd by the Aven- 


ger of Blood, and ans earneltly an Admittance 
«11120 the City of Refuge (m) [4 


- 


ait for the Lord! my Soul doth avait; and in 


Nied ao 1 hope(n), that Thou wilt receive me 
* gracizuſly (o). My Soul confides in thy Goodneſs, 
© and adures it, I adore the Patience, which has borne 
* with me ſo long; and the Grace that now makes me 
„ heartily willing to be Thine ; to be Thine on Thine 


% own 
) Acts iv. 12. 
0% Hol, xiv. 2. 


() Pſa}. x Xii. 14. 


(k) Heh: vi. 6. 
(m) Joſh, x x. 2, 3- 


(n) Pla!, cx. 5. 


had taken Pleaſure in putting Thee to an cen 


what theu woull;? have me tos 


which Thou haſt made 
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94 De Sinner ung to accept of Chrif. | Chap. 10. 


„% own Terms Thine on any Ferms. On ſecure this 
** treacherous Heart to Thyſelf! Oh unite me to Thee 
5 11-ſuch inſeparable Bonds, that none of the Allure. 


„% ments of Fleſh and Blood, none of the Vanities of an 


& inſnaring World, none of the Solicitations of ſinful 

# Companions, may draw me backgfrom Thee, ard 
„% plunge me into new Grilt and Kn! Be Surety, 0 
% Lord, or thy Servant for Good (p); - thac I may Rill 
«© keeo my hold on Thee, and fo on Feerral Life : till 
at lergeh I know more fully, by joyful and ever- 

« Jaittng Experience, how compleat a Savioar Thou 
T art; Amen. 


(FP fal. 5 122. 


Chap. 


— — 


CHAP. Kt. 
A elem Aae to thoſe, whi wal. not 


be perſuaded to fall in with the Deſign of 
the Golpel.. 


Univerſal Suceef not to be expected F 12 Let, as un- 


avillins abſolutely to give up any, the Author addreſſes _ 


#8 ) To thoſe who doubt of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 


urging an Enquiy into its Evidences, and directing to 
proper Methods for tbat Purpoſe. 5 2.—4. (2.0 To 


thoſe who determine to give it up without farther Exa- 
mination, F. . And preſume to ſet themſelves to oppoſe 


it; hls (3.) To thoſe who ſpeculatively afſent to 


Chriflianity as true, and yet will fit down without any 
practical Regard to its molt important and acknowledge 


ed Truths. Such are dijm ied with a Repreſentation 


of the raged of their. Conduct on their own Prin- 
ciples ; &. 7» 8. With a folemn Warming of its fatal 
Con /equerices ; F. 9, 10. And a Campaſſianate Hrayer, 


(int odnced. F, II.) which concludes the Ra: and 


this Part of toe Work. 


$. 1. ] vouLD kl hens cha abs preceding 


Chapters will be the Means of awakening ſome 
Rupid and "ſenſible Sinners; the Means of convincing 


them of their Need of Gofpel-Salvation, and of en- 
gagiog ſome cordially to accept it. Yet, I cannot flatter * 


myleit fo far, as to hope this ſhould be the Caſe with 
regard to all, into whoſe Hands this Book ſhall come, 


What am J, alas, better than my Fathers (a), or better 


than my Brethren, who have in all Ages been repeatin 
their r Complaint, with regard to Mulcizudes, that they 


laue 
00 I Kings xix. 4 
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96 He is once more called o confider, Chap. 11: 
have firetched out thiir Hand al Day long to a diſobedient 
ad gainſaying People (b)? Many ſuch may, perhaps, 
be ſound, in the Number of my Readers: Many, on 
whom, neither Coaltiderations of Terror, nor of Love, 
will make any deep and laſting Impreſſion : Many, who 
as our Lord learnt by Experience to expreſs it, when we 
pipe to them, will not dance, and when wwe mourn unte 
them, will not lament (c). I can ſay ub more to perſuade 
them, if they make light of what IL have already aid, 
Here therefore we muſt part; in this Chapter I muſt 
take my Leave of them; and Oh that I could do it in 
ſich a Manner, as to fix at parting, ſome Conviction 
upon their Hearts; that tho' I ſeem to leave them for a 
little while, and ſend them back to review again the 
former Chapters, as'thoſe in which alone they have any 
pretent Concern, they might ſoon, as it wete, overtake 
me again, and find a Sunableneſs in the remaining Part 
of this Diſcourſe, which at prefent they cannet pouhbly 
find. Unhappy Creatures ! I quit you as a Phyſician 
quits a Patient whom he loves, and is juſt about to give 
over as incurable : He returns again and again, and re- 
examines the ſeveral Symptoms, to obſerve whether there 
be not ſome one of them more favourable than the reſt, 

which may encourage a renewed Application. _ 
9 2. So would 1 once more retern to you. You do 
not find in yourſelf any Diſpoſition to embrace the Gol 
pel, to apply yourſelf to Chrif, to give yourleif up to 
the Service of Gop, and to make Religion the Bulinels 
of your Life. But if I cannot prevail upon you to do 
this, let me engage you, at leaſt, to aniwer me, or rather 
to aniwer your own Confcience, © Why you will not 
% doit?” Is it ewing o any ſecret Hitbehef of the 
great Principles of Religion? If it be, the Cafe is differ- 
ent from what J have yet conſidered, and the Cure mult 
be dificrent. This is not a Place to combat with the 
Sc:uples of Infidelity, Nevertheleſs I would defire you 
ſeriouſly to enquire, © How far thoſe Seruples extend.” 
Do they affect only ſome particular Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, on which my Argument hath turned; or do 
they affect the whole Chriſtian Revelation ? Or do they 
reach yet farther, and extend themſelves to Naw Re- 
8 13100 


(b) Rom. x. 21. (e) Mitt. Kl. I 


Chap. 11. what is the Reaſon of his Unbelief. 97 
pion, as welt as Revealed, ſo that it ſhuuld be a Doubt 
with you, Whether there be any COD, and Providence, 
and Future State, or not? As theſe Caſes are all differeat, 
ſo it will be of great Importance to diltinguiſh the one 
from the other; that you may know, on what Principles 
to build as certain, in the Examination of thote concern 
ing which you are vet in Doubt. But whatever theſe 
Doubts are, 1 would furrner aſk you, „ How long have 
© they continued, and what Method have you taken to 
get them reſolved?” Do you imagine, that in Matters 
of ſuch Moment, it will be an allowable Caſe for you to 
trifle oa, neglectiag to enquire in:o the Evidence of theſe 
Things, and then plead your not being ſatisfied in that 
Evidence as an Excuſe for not acting according to them? 
Mult no: the Principlesof Common Senſe atfure you, that 
if theſe Lhings be true, (as whea you talk of doubting 
about them, you acknowledge it, at leaſt, poſſible they 
may,) they are of infinitely greater Importance than any 
of the Affairs of Life, whether of Buiinetis or Pleaſure, 
for the Sake of which you neglect hem? Why hen do 
you continue indalent and anconcerned, trum Week to 
Week, and from Month to Month, which probably 
Conſcience tells you is the Caſe ? 

9. 3. Do you »ik, © What Method you ſhould take 70 
« pe reſolved { It is no hard Queitivi.. Open your. 
Eyes: Set yourſelf to,think: Let Conſcience ſpeak ; 
and verily dv l believe, that if it be not ſeared in an un- 
common Degree, you will find ſhrewd Forebodings of 
the Certainty, both of Natural and Revealed Religion, 
and of the abſolute Neceſſity of Repentaace, Faith and 
Holineſs, to a Life of future Felicity. If you are a. 
Perion of any Learning, you cannot bu: know, by what 
Writers, and in what Treaties, theie great Touts are 
defended. And if you are not, you may find, in almoſt 
every Town and Neighbou hood, Perſons capable of in- 
forming you in the main Evidences of Chriltianity, and 
of anſwering ſuch Scruples againft it as uniearned Minds 
may have met with, Set yourſelf chen, in the Name of 
Gcb, immediately to conſider the Matter. If you ſtudy 
at all, bend your Studies cloſe this Way; and rifle” not 
With Mathematicks, or Poetry, or H. ory, or Lau, or 
Piijick, (which are all e light as a * 
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88 The Goſpel cannot be a Forgery. 
while 7 neglect Hie. 

Life ; for- much more than Life depends on it See hon 
far you are ſatisfied, and why chat atis faction reaches no 
farther. Compare Evidences on both Sides. And aboye 
all, conſider the Defign and Tendency of the New IH. 
ment. See to what it will lead you, and all them that 
- cordially obey it; and then ſav, whether it be not good, 
And conſider, how naturally its Truth is connected with 
its Goodneſs. Trace the Character and Sentiments of its 
Authors, whoſe living Image (if I may be-allowed the 
Expreſſion,) is ſtill prelerved in their Writings. And 
then, aſk 54 85 own Hearts, Can you think this was a 
Forgery ? an wmprous cruel Forgery ? For ſuch it muſt 
have been, if it were a Forgery at all; a Scheme to mock 
Gov, and ts ruin Men, even the beſt f Men, ſuch as 
reverenced Conſcience, and would abide all Extremities 
for what they apprehended to be Truth. Put the Quel- 
tion to your own Heart, Can I in my Conſcience believe 


Chap. 11, 


it to be ſuch an Impoſture ? Can I look up to an On. 


 niſcient GOD, and ſay, O Lord, Thou knoweſt, that 
« it is in e to Thee, and in Love to Truth and 
& Virtue, that I reje& this Bock, and the Method to 
« Happineſs here laid down ?““ 


6. 4, Bur there are Difiiculties in 2 the Way. + 6d 


what then? Have thoſe Difficulties never been cleared? 
Go to the living Advocates for Chriſtianity, to thoſe of 
whoſe Abilities, Candor, and Piety, you have the beſt 
Opinion; it your Prezudices will give you Leave to have 
a good Opinion of any ſuch ; 'iell them your Difhcul- 

ties: Hear their Solutions: Weigh them terioully, as 
thoſe who know they mult anſwer it to CoD: And while 
Doubts continue, follow the Truth as far as it will lead 
you, and take Heed that you do not imprijſen it in Uk 
71g/1teou/ric/s ). Nothing appears more 1nconliltent and 
abſurd, than for a Man ſolemnly to pretend Diſſatisfac 

tion in the Evidences of the Goſpel, as a Reaſon why 
he cannot in Conſcience be a thorough Chriſtian z when 
yet at the fame Time he violates the moſt apparent Die- 
tates of Reaſon and Conſcience, and lives in Vices con- 
demned even by the Heathens. O Sirs, Chrift has judg- 

ed concernin g ſugh, and judged moſt righteouſly and molt 


n ; 


. (d) Rom. i 1, 18, 
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wiiely ; They ds Evil, and therefore they hate the Light, 


which they hall be forced to abide. 


F. In the mean Time, if you are determined to en- 
quire no farther into the Matter now, give me Leave at 


upon your Head more aggravated Ruin, to intreat you, 
that you world de cautions how you expoſe yourſeif to 


be unneceſſary, I mean .-. to prevent others from 
belte ving the I ruth of the Gofpct, Leave them, for God's 


dake, and for your own, in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Pleaſures, 
and thoſe Hopes, which nothing but Chriſtiauiy can 


give them; and act not, as if you wer? ſoliciteus to add 
to the Guilt of an Infidel the tenfold Damnation, which 


they, who have been the Perverters and Deſtroyers of 


the Souls of others, mult expect to meet, if that Goſpel 
which they have fo adventuroully oppoſed ſhall prove, 


as it certainly will, a ſerious, and to them a dreadful 


Truth 
8. 6. Ir | cannot prevail here, but the Pride 


1 of 4 
blaying a Superzority of Underſtanding ſhould bear on ſuch 

a Reader, even in Oppoſition to his own favourite Max- 
ims of the Innocence of Error, and the Equality of ail 
R ligions conſiſtent with ſocial Virtue, to do his utmoſt to 
trample down the Goſpel with Contem pt; I wou'd how- 
ever diſmiſs him with one Propoſal, which I think the 


Importance of the Affair may fully juſtify. It you have 


done with your Examination into Caritianity, and deter- 


mine to live and conduct yourſelf as if it were aſſuredly 


| falſe, fit down then, and make a Memorandum of that 


Determination. Write it down: © On ſuch a Day of 
fach a Year, I deliberately reſolved, that I Would live 
aud die rejecting Chriſtianity mylelt, and doing ail I 
** could tooverthrow it. I his Day 1 determined, not 


* only to renounce all Subjection to, and Expectation 


from, Jeſus of Nazareth; but alſo to make it a ſeri- 


* ous Part of the Buſineſs ot my Life, to deſtroy, * | 
6 


(ce) John iii. 3% on 


Chap. 11. The Madveſs of ſuch as dare to oppoſe it. 99 


2 ther come they to the Light, 2 their Deeds pould be wal 
nau, and be reproved (e). But there is a Light, that 
abil make manifeft and repro ve their Works, to which they 
CE hail be compelied to come, and the painful Scrutiny of 


jeaſt, f.om a fincere Concern, that you may not heap. 


yer greater anger, by what you mult yourtelf own to 
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'Z x . 5 10o0 The dreadful Caſe of the Dei. Chap. 11 | 
* as I poſſibly can, all Regard to him in the Minds of. 


Rc. ee and to exert my moſt vigorous Efforts, in the 

= Way of Reaſoning or of Ridicule, to fink the Credit 
1 of his Religion, and if it be poſhble to root it out of Savi 
K tbe World ; in calm ſteady Dehance of that Day, turn 
„ben his roltowers ſay, He-.ſhall appear in ſo much bat | 
« Majcity and Terror to execute the Vengeance threat- thou 
=_ © ened to his Enemies Dare you write this, and fign it: Him 
| 1 1-4rmly believe, that many a Man, who would be thought Eur 
1 24 @ Drill, and endeavours to increaſe the Number, would will 
11M | not. And if you in particular dare not to do it, whence | £994 
* does that ſmall Remainder of Caution arife ? The Cauſe your 
þ 3s plain. There is in your Conſcience ſome ſecret Ap- excu 


prehenſicn, that this rejected, this oppoſed, this derided had 
| Gojpel, may after all prove true, And if there be ſuch alter 


1 an Apprehenſion, then let Conſcience do its Office, and the | 
! * convict you of the impious Madneſs of acting, as if it Del; 
1 3 were moft certainly and demonſtrably falſe. Let it tell you four 
at large, how poſſible it is that haply yew may be found aper 

hing againſt, G0 D (f): That, bold as you are in de- ter © 

ſying the 1 errors of the Lord, you may poſſibly fall a or 

into his Hands; may chance to hear that deſpiſed Vein 

Sentence, which when you hear it from the Mouth of love 

the Eternal Judge, you will hot be able to deſpiſe: J Con 

will repeat it again, in Spite of all your Scorn, you ly re 

mm may hear the King ſay To You, Depart accurſed, inte then 
1 ceverlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels g). Bec: 
"26 And now, go and pervert and burleſque the Scriptare, Cem 
o and lampoon the CharaQer of its Heroes, and ridi- be d 

5 Sls the ſublime Ditcourſes of its Prophets and its Gon 
Apoſtles; as ſome have done, who have left little be, leet 

bind them but the ſhort lived Monuments of their Ig- les 

norance, their Profaneneſs, and their Malice, Go and bim 

5 ſpread like them the Banners of Infidelity, and pride grea 
_ - thyſelf in the Number of credulous Creatures lilted ot 
1 under them, But take Heed, leſt the inſulted Galilean @ de 

jt direct a ſecret Arrow to 1 Heart, and ſtop thy li- Lite 
centious Breath, before it has finiſhed the next Sentehce ter: 

| thou wouldſt utter againſt him. Lis/ 

$. 7, I wilt turn my ſelf from the Deiſt or the ther 

Sceprie, and direct my Addreſs to he Nominal Cbriſ. for 


tian; 
(50 Acts v. 39. 48) Mart, XXV, 41. | 


—_— 


tan; if he may upon any Terms be called a Chriftiany 
who feels not, after all I have pleaded, a Diſpoſition ts 
ſubj:& himſelf to the Government and the Grace of that 
Saviour, Whoſe Name he bears. O Sinner, thou art 
turning away from my Lord, in whoſe Cauſe I ſpeak; 
bat let me earneſtly intreat thee ſeriouſly to conſider, why. 
thou art turning away, and #9 whom thou wilt ge, from 
Him, whom thou acknowledgeſt to have the oli of 
E:-rnal Life (a). ,You call yourſelf a Cbriſliau, and yet 
will not by any Means be perſuaded to ſeek Salvation in 
good Earneit from and thr? 7% Chrif, whom you call - 
your Maſter and Lord. How do you for a Moment 1 
excuſe this Negligence to your own Conſcience? If | 
had urged you on any controverted Point, it m. ght have 1 
zl:ered the Caſe. If I had laboured hard te make you _—— 
the Diſciple of any particular Party of Cariſtians, your. 4 
Delay might have been morere:{3nable :- Nay, perhaps, 
jour reſuling to acquieſce might have been an At of 
?pprchended Duty to our common Maſter. Bat is it Mat- 
ter of Controverſy amorglt Chrillians, whether there. be 
a great, holy, and righteous Gop ; and whether ſuch a 
Veing, whom we apree to own, mould be reverenced aud 
loved, or neglected and diſkonoured ? Is it Matter f. 
Controverſy, whethera Sinner ſhould deeply and „ 
ly repent of his Sins, or whether he ſhould go en in 
them ? Is it a diſpated Point amonglt us, whether 7/5 
became incarnate, and died wpon the Croſs, for the Ree 
emption of Sinners, or nor? And if it be not, can it 
be difpated by them who believe him to be the Son of = 
Gon and the Saviour of Men, whether a Sinner mould 
co! to him, or neglect him? or whether one who proſeſ- 
ſes to be a Ch ?Aian, fhould depart from Iniquity, or give. 
vinſclf upto the Practice of it? Are 10 Precets of our . 
£:cat Matter written ſoobſcarely in his Word, that there. 
tou be Room ſeriouſly to quettion; whether he require 
a deveut, holy, humble, [piritual, watchful, ſelf-den yi ing 
Lite, or whether he allow the contrary 9 Has (Crit af. 
ter all his pret tenſtons of bringing Life and Iniuortaliiy te 
Lg, left it more uncertain than he found ir, whether £7 
there be any future State of Happineſs and Milery. or 
on „hom theſe States are N intended ? Js it a 
| "oh 3 MED 
4 Te 68, # if 
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n) John v. 40. 


ww 


102 The Sinter has been faithfully warxed. Chap. 11, 
Matter of Contreverly, whether Gop 1, or will not 
bring every Work into Judgment, with every (ſecret Thing | 
whether it be Good, o whether it be Evil (i)? or whether, 


at the Concluſion of that Judgment, the Wicked fball 
ge away into Ecerlaſiing Pun fon ent, and the Rig I teu 


into Life Eternal k) You will not, I am fure, for 
very Shame pretend any Doubt about cheſe Things, 
and yet call yuurielf a Chrijzian. W Dy then will zu 


not be perſuaded to lay thew i Heart, and o act as 
Duty en Inteieti ſo evidently r:quue? On Sinner, 
the Cute is tov obvious e Cale ndred QUE un- 
worthy of being called a Keatun. It is vecaute- hou 
ar: blinded au beiottco with thy Vanities ard c) 
Lans. tt is vecaule theu haſt fame peiiſhing Ille, 
which charms thy Im gin tion ang thy deute, io chat 
It is deazer iO thee than COD ava Chr jr, than thy own 
Scul and its Salva ion, Its, in a Word, becauſe then 
art il under the Influence of that carnat Mid, Wh, 
whatever pivus Forms it may 10meiimes admit ang pe- 


tend, is Enmity againſi GOD, ard , not faltet ts the 
Law © GOD. eber tudtid can be I). And ineretore, 


thou art in ihe very Caie of thoje Wretches, concen- 
ing hem our Lord laid in the Days of his Fleſh, J, 
i 1:61 come unto me that dhe might bade Life (m), and 
the:etore ge fall de in your Sins n). 88 
'$. 8 IN this Cale 4 tee not what it can ſignify, to tes 
new thofe expotiulations and Avoreſies which J have 
Mace in ihe former Chapters. As our ole hed Reocemer 
ſays, ot thoje who rejeciea his Guipei, Ye have bib 
ſeen and bated beth ne aid my Father (o) 10. Way | 
truly ſay wich rigard to you, | have enueavoured to 
fen yeu in the piaineſt and the cleareti Words, bub 
¶ Fri and the Fagber ; I have urged the Wuligations hen 
are under to both; 1 have laid beture youu your Guilt, 
and ycur Condemnatiop; 1 have pointed out the c 
Ken.cdy ; 1 have pointed out the Kock, on which] 
have built, my own Eiernal Hopes, and the Way in 
which alone 1 expect dalvauun. I have zecen mended 
thoſe 1 bin gs to you, which, if Gop gives me an Op- 
portunity, 4 will with my dying Breath earneftly and al. 
(5) Ecclef, xli. 14. (k) Matt. xxv. 46. 


(|) Km. vin, . 
l) Joky vii, 44. 


ſectionately 


(e) John zu. 34+ 


/ 


Chap. 11. yet is once more told the terrible End. 103 
feciionately recommend to my own Children, and to all 
the deareſt Friends that I have upon Earth, who may then 
be near me; elteeming- it the higheit "Token of my 
Friendſhip, tho ſureſt Proof of my Love to them. And 
i believing the Ge/pel to be true, you ole 10 reſet ts 
] have nothing farther to ſay, but that you mult a$ize 
by the Conſequence, ——Yet as Mejes, when he went ont 
from the Preſerce of Pharaoh for the lat Time, finding 
his Heart yet more hardened by all the Jadcgments and 
Deliverances with which he had formerly been exercited, 
d:nvunced upon him GYD?s paſſing thre the Land in 
Terror to fmite the Fiyſt. bern with Deatb, and warned 
him of fut great and Bentele Cry which the dw of 
the d royin: Angel tnould raife thronzhoat ale bis Realm pe 
$0 will I, Sinner, now when I am quitting thee, ſprak 
ty thee yet 18 in, wiether thou will bear, er -wbethes 
1954 wilt fe bear (a), nod denounce that much more 
terrible Judgment, which the Saverd of Divine Venzeame, 
alte ad y * hetted and drawn, and . as it were in 
Heaven (r). is prepering againſt thee ; which ſhall 
ead in a much more dreadful Cry, tho? thou wert greater 
and more obſtinate thin that haughty Monarch, Yes, 
Sinner, wat I may, with the Apollle Paul, when fun- 
ing to others Who are more like to hear me, Hale my 
Reiment, aud jay, I am pure from your Blood (5) ; 1 will 
once more tell you what the End of theſe Things Twill be. 
And, Oh, that 1 could ſpeak to Purpoſe! Oh that 
counts T hunder i in thine Ear ſuch a Peal of Terror, as 
might awaken thee, and be too loud to be drown'd in 
al! the Noiſe of carnal Mirth, or to be deaden'd by 
thoſe dangerous Opiates, with which thou art contriy-, 
ing io ſtupiſy thy Conſcience |! 

9. 9. Siek what Amuſements and Entertajurgents 
thou wilt, O. Sinner, I tell thee, if thou wert equal in 
Dignity, and Power, and Magnificeace, to the great 
Mioyarch of Sepia, Thy Pomp foall be brought daun 10 
the Grave, and all the Sound of Fo Viols ; the Worm ſhall 
be [tread under* thee, aud tbe Worm ſpall cover thee (t), 

es, Sinner, the End ef theſe Things is Death (60%; 
Death | in its molt terrible Senſe to thee, if this continue 


F 2 | thy 
(p) Exod. xi. 2 (q) Ezck. ii. 7). () Thai, xxxiv. 3. 
(% Acts XV1LL, 6. 7 Ill. xiv. 11. flu) Rom. vi. 21. 


- 


2304 His Cafe will be dreadful at Death. Chap. 11. 
thy governing Tempe, Thou caufl avoid it; and, if | 
it be poſſible for any Thing that I can ſay to prevent, 
thou ſhalt not forget ir. Your Srength it not the Strength 
- of Stones, nor is your Fleſh of Braſs (x), Your are acceſſible 
to Difeaſes, as well as others; and if ſome ſudden Acci. 
dent do not prevent it, we ſhall ſoon ſee, how heroically 
you will behave yourſelf ona dying Bed, and in the near 
Views of Eternity. You, that now deſpiſe Chrif, and 
trifle with his Goſpel, we ſhall ſee you droop and lan- 
gviſh; ſhall ſee all four Rel:ſh for ycur carnal Recres- 
tiors, end your vain Companions loſt. And if perhaps, 
one and another of them bolt in upon you, and is b-utiſh 
and deſperaie enough to attempt to entertain a dying 
Mao with a g Story, or a profane leu, we ſhall ice 
how veu will reiſh it, We ſhall fee, what Comfort you 
will have in refiecting on what is paſt, or what Hope in 
Jooking forward to what 15 to come. terhaps irembl.ng 
ard altuniſhed, you willihen be enquirivgin a wild Kind 
of Conſe nation, what you foould ao to be fawed : cl ng 
for the Ministers of Chriat, whom you fow velple or 
the Larnelineſs with which they wou'd labour to ae 
your Scul; and it may be falling into a Deliuium, or dy- 
ing Convu hons, beicre th:y can come. Or perhaps we 
my lee you, flattering yuurtelf, thro? a long lingering 
Jilneſs, that you ſhall Hi recoyer, and putting oft any 
ſerious Reflection ard Converfation, ter fear it ſhould 
overſet your Spuits. And the cruel Kindgeſs of Friends 
and Phyfictans, as it they were in League with Satan to 
make the Deſtruction of your Soul as ture as polbble, 
may peihaps abet this fatal Deceit. e 
10. Anv if any ef theſe probable Caſes happen, 
thai is, in ſhort, unleis a Miracle ot Grace ſnatch you & 
4 Brand cut of the Burning, when the Flames have as It 
were already taken hold of you; all thele gloomy Cir. 
cumflances, which paſs into the Chambers of Lilnefs and 
the Bed of Death, are but the Fore-runners of infinitely 
more dreadtul Things. Oh, who can deſcribe them 
Who can imigine them! When ſurviving Friends ate 
tenderly mourning over the breathleſs Corple, and taking 
2 fend Farewell ct it before it is laid to conſume away in 
the dark and filent Grave, into what Hands, O 25 


(*) Job vi. TY 
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Chap. 11. Gut still more dreadful afterwards, 105 
will thy Soul be fallen ! What Scenes will open upon thy 
ſeparate Spirit, even before thy deſerted Fleſh be cold, er 
thy fight! ef> Eyes are cloſed ! It ſhall then know, what 
it is to et 79 GOD to be rejected by him, as having 

jected his Goſpel and his Son, and deſpiſed the obly 
4 rea*y of Reconciliation; and that ſuch a one, fo ama- 
zingly condeſcending and gracious. Thou ſhalt know, ' 
what it is to be difowned by Chat whom thou hatt re- 
fuſed to entertain; and what it is, as the certain and im- 
mediate Conſequence of that, to be left! in the Hands of 
e malignant Spirits of Hell. There will be no more 
Friendſhip then: None to comfort, none to alleviate thy 
Agony and Diſtreſs: But, on the contrary, all around thee. 
la Oariig to aggravate and increaſe them. Thou halt 
paſs away the intermediate Years of the ſeparate S:ate, 
in dreadfa] Expectation, and bitter Outcries of Horror 
and Remorſe. And then, thou ſhalt hear the Trumpet 
of the Arch 1 in whatever Cavern of that gloomy 
World thou art lodged. Its Sound ſhall penetrate thy | 
Priſon, where, dolefal and horrible as it is, thou ſhalt 
nevertheleſs wiſh, that thou mighreſt flill be allowed to 
hide thy guilty Head, rather than ſhew 1t before the 
Face of that awful Judge, before whom Heaven and 
Earib are flreing away iy) But thou mult come forth, 
and ber--united to a Body, now formed for ever to en- 
dure Ag: »nIes, which in this Mortal State would have 
diſlelved it in a Moment. You would not be perſua- 
ded to come to Chriss before : You would fupidly neglect”. 
bim, in Spite of Reaſon, in Spite of Conſcience, in ſpite 
of all the tendereſt Sblicitations of the Goſpel, and the 
repeated Admonitions of its moſt faithful Minfſters. 
But now, Sinner, you ſhall have an Interview with him; 
!' that may be called an Interview, 1n which you will 
not dare to lift up your Head to view the Face of your . 
trem-ndons and inexorable judge. 1 here at lcait, 
how Giltant fever the Time of our Liſe and the Place 
of our abode may have been, there ſhal we fee how 
00 nn y JE. Heart will endare, aud how Strong your 
Hands will be, when the Lord doth this (z). There hall 
I i:e hee, O Reader, whoever thou ar: that goeſt on in 
tine lmpenicency, among Thouſands aud Ten Fhoue , 
/ OR. lands 
(y) Rev. XX. 11, . (z) Ezck, xxii. N · 
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ſands of deſpairing Wretches, trembling and confounded. 
There ſhalt I hear thy Cries among the reſt, rendiu 

the very Heavens in vain. The J. adge will rife from 
his Tribunal with Majeſtic Compolure, and leave thee 
to be hurried down to thoſe Everlaſting Burnings, to 


4 
which his righteous Vengeance bath doomed thee, be- 


Cauſe thou would not be ſa ved from them, Hell ſhall. 


that its Mouth upon thee for ever, and the ſad Echo ef 
thy Greans and Outcries ſhall be loft amidit the Halle. 
jujahs of Heaven to all that Jing Hog the Lord in that 
"2 
$.-11. Tes will molt intl be the End of theſe 
Things: And thou, as a Chriſtian, profeſſeth to kuaw, 
and to believe it. It moves my Heart at leaſt; if it 
moves not thine. I fam'y believe, that every one, 
Who himſelf obtains Salvation and Glory, will bear ſo 
much of his Saviour's Image in Wiſdom and Good. 
neſs, in Zeal fer God, and a fleady Regard to the 
Happineſs of the whole Creation, that he will behold 
this ſad Scene with calm Approbatior, and without any 
painful Commotion of Mind, But as yet I am Flefh 
and Blood; aud therefore, my Bowel are troubled, and 
mine eyes often overflow with Grief, to think that 
wretched Sinners will have no more Compaſſion upon. 
their own Souls; to think, that in Spite of all Ad- 
monition, they will obRinately run upon final Everlaſt 
ing Deſtruction. It wohld ſignify sothing here to add 
a Prayer, Or Meditation, for your Uſe. Poor Creature, 
you will not meditate ! you will not pray! Yet as 1 
have often poured out my Heart in Prayer over a dying 
Friend, when the Force of his Diſtemper has rendered 
him incapable of joining with me; ſo I will now apphy 
myſelt to God for you, O unhappy Cr at» es! Aud if 
yeu diſdain ſo much as to read what my Compaſion 
dictates; yet I hope, they who have ſelt the Power ol 
the Goſpel on their own Souls, as they cannot but pity 
{uch as you, will join with me in ſuch cordial, tho 
broken Petitions, as the ſe. 


- 


| Ch 
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4 Ps RAYER in Behalf of. ar Impmitent Signer, in s th 2 oe 
7 8 85 e abo ve. | | 


LMIGHTY GOD ! w 55 The: all Things 
are poſſeble (a): To Tnee therefore do I hum- 
64 bly apply mylelf in Behalf of this dear Immortal Soul, 
« which Thou here ſeeſt periſhing in its Sins, and har- 
« dening itſelf againſt that everlaiting Goſpel, which has 
„been the Power of GOD ts the Salvation of ſo miny 
„% Thouſands and Millions. Taou art Witneſs, O Blel- 
* fed GoD, Thou art Witneſs to the Plainneſs and Se- 
riouſnets,, with which the Meſſage has been delivered. 
It is in Tay Preſence that theſe awful Words have 
© been written; and in Thy Preſence have they been 
read. Be pleaſed there fore to record it in the Aren 
of thy Remembrance, that ſo if this wicked Man dict5 
in his Iniquity. after the War ning has been ſo plainly 
and ſolemaly g:wvex him, his Blogd may not be required 
« at Hund (b), nor at the Hand of that Cariſtian 
Friend, whoever he is, by whom this Book has been 
put into his, with a fincere Defire for the Salvation 
„ of his Soul. Be Witneſs, O bleſſed Jeſus, in the 
Dry in wh ch Thou fhalt judge the Secret of all Hearts 
(-). that Pay Goſpel hath been preached. to this 
hardened Wretch, and Salvation by Thy Blood hatn 
deen offered him, tho” he continue to deſpiſe it. And 
may tay unworthy Meſſenger be unto GOD a feet - 
Savour ju Cori, in this very Soul, even tho! it ſhould 
at laſt perifþ d) 1 
% Bat, On that, after all his Hardnefo and Inpeni- 
tence, I'nou would(t ſtill be pleaſed, by the Sovereign 
Power of hin eficacious Grace, to awaken and con- 
vert him! Well do we know, On, Thu Lok b of 
univerſal Naiure; that, He who made the Sout, can cauſe 
the Sword of Conweiion to come near a d enter iato 
it. On that, in Thine Infinite Wiidom and Love, 
Thou wouidit find out a Way to interpole, and fave 
this Sianer from Death, from eternal Death! Ok 
chat, if it be hy bieiſed Will, Thou wouldit imme- 
F 4 5 e diatel 


(3) Matt. xix. 26. Ab) Eick. XXXIIi. 8, 9. (e) 1 
(6) 2 Cor. 11, 13. | | | e ü 4 
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diately do it: Thou: knsweſt, O God, he is a dying 
Creature: Thou knoweſt, that if any Thing be done 


for him, it muſt be done quickly : Thou ſeeſt, in the 


Book of Thy wiſe and gracious Decrees, a Moment 
marked, which muit lea} him vp in an unchangeab'e 


State: Ob that thou wouldſt lay hold on him, while 


he is yet feincd avith the Living, and bath Hope (e) ! 


Thy immutable Laws in the Dil penfation of Grace 
forbid, that a Soul ſhou'd be converted and _renewed 


after its Entrance on the Invifible World: O let Thy 


Sacred Spirit work, while he is yet as it were within 
the ſphere of his Operations! Work, O Gov, by 


Whatever "gi ethed thou pleeſeſt 53 only have Mercy 
vpon him! O. Lord, have Mercy upon him, that he 


| fink not into theſe Depths of Damnatien and Ruin, 


on the very Brixk of which he ſo evidentiy appears ! 
Oh that Thou wouldſt bring him, if that be neceſ- 


ſary, and ſeem to thee moſt expedient, in any Depths 
ef Calamity and Diftreſs ! Oh that, with Madel, 


he may be alen in the Thorns, and laden with the Fet- 


ters f Affhiclion, if that may but cauſe Um 10 ſeek the 
GOD of his Fathers (H). 


„ But I prefcribe not to Thine lofinite' Wiſdom, 


Thou haſt diſplayed thy Power in glorious and aſle- 


niſuing Inſtances ; which I thank Thee, that I have ja 
circumſtantially knewn, and by the Knowledge of them 
have been fortified againſt the 22% Confidence of thoſe 
who weakly ard arrogantly pronounce that to be in- 

peffable, which is atfiually done. T hon haſt, I know, 
dune that by a ſingle Thought in Retirement, when 


the happy Man reclaimed by it hath been far from 


Means, and far from Ordinances, which neither the 
moſt awful Admonitions, nor the moſt tender In- 
treatics, ner the moſt terrible Afff'ctions, nor the molt 


wonderful Deliverances had been able to effect. 


«© (oriſy thy Name, O Lord, and glorify Thy Grace 


ia the Method which to thine infinite Wiſdom ſhall 
ſeem molt expedient! Only grant, I befeech Thee, 


with all humble Submiſſion to thy Will, that this 
dinner may be ſaved ! cr if not, that the Labour cf 
this Part ay Bot be Wagener in vain; but thal if 

6 {one 
() Ecclef. i . 45; (1) - Chron, IX K Hi. 1% 


— 


Chap. tl. the Impenitent Sinner, „„ 
«« ſome reject it to their aggravated Ruin, others may 
„ hearken and live! That thoſe Thy Servants, who 
% have. laboured for their Deliverance and Happineſs, 
«© may view them in the Regions of Glory, as the Spoils 
« with which thou haſt honoured them as the Inſtru- 
© ments of recovering; and may join with them in the 
« Halleluj abs of Heaven to Him, wha hath loved us, and 
e vaſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, and bath 
i made us, of condemned Rebels, and accurled polluted 
6 Sinners, Kings and Prieſts nuto GOD ; 10 Him be Glayy 
« and Dominion for ever and euer! Amen (g).“ = 
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c HA F. XII. 


An Addreſs to a Soul fo overwhelmed with 

a Senſe of the Greatneſs of its Sins, that 
it dares not apply itſelf to CurisT with 
any Hope of Salvation. | 


The Cafe defiribied: at Jargs, 9. 1 1.—4. Ms it frequent) 
occurs, &. 5 Granting ail that the dejefted Soul charges 
ox ie,, N 6. The Invitetions and P. on iſe; of Christ 
give Hope, & 7. The Reader urged, un er all bis Bir- 
thens and Fears, to an humble Ap; >l:ication is Him +4. 8, 
Which is accordingly exemplijicd in the concluding Reflece 
tion and Prayer. 


5. 1. J HAVE now done wih thoſe unhappy Cres 
tures who deſpiſe the Goſpel, and with thoſe 
who neglect it. Wich Pleaſure do I new turn myſelt to 
thoſe, who will hear me with more Regard. Among 
the various Cafes, which now preſent themſelves 10 
my Thoughts, and demand my tender, affectionate, | 
reſpectlul Care, there is none more worthy of Com- 
paflion, than that which I have mentioned 1 in the Title 
of this Chapter; none which iequirer a more immediate 
Airempt of Relief. 
§. 2, IT is very poſſible a afflicted G may 
be ready to cry - out, ** I: is enough : Aggravate my 
„% Grief, and my Di iltreſs, no more. The Sentence you 
* have been ſo awfully deſcribing, as what ſhall be 
% paſied and executed onthe Impenitent and Unbeliev- 
ing, is vy Sextence; and the Jerrors of it are my Terror. 


% For mine Jniquities have gone up into the Heavens, and 


* my Tin, have reached unte Tos Clouds (a). 
41 M 


(a) Row, xvili. ha 1 


Chap. 1 2 evervbelmed with a Senſe of Its Sis. 


„ My Caſe is quite ſingular. Surely there never was ſo 


C4 


Cate, ſeve al who now are in the Number of the moſt 
ellabl ed, chearful, and uleful Chriſtians. And I 


and furrounded with Devils and damned Spirits, 


are exceeding rich and precious Promiſes in the Word 
of God; but they are to me a+ a ſeales. Book, and 


eme But that he ſhouid be willing to fave me, tuch 


and as Conſcience knows, | have oten, and to this 


into this Cale, it I had not ſeen many init; 
add, 


111 


great a Sinner as I Thave received fo many Mercies, 
have enjoyed fo many Advanteges, I have heard ſo 


many Invitations of Goſpe! Grace; ; and yet my Heart 


hs been ſo hard, and my Nature is fo exceeding ſin- 
ful, and the Number and aggravating Carcumitances 
of my Provocations have been ſuch, that I dare not 
bete. It is encugh, that Gob hath ſupported me 
thus long; it i« enough, that after ſo many Years of 
Wickedneſs;T am yet out of Hell. Every Day's Re- 
prieve is a Mercy, at which 1 am aſtoniſhed. I he 
down, and wouder that Death and Damnation have 
not ſciz d me in my Walks the Day paſt. I äriſe, 
and wonder, that my Bed hath, not been my Gravez 
wonder, that my Soul is not ſeparated from Fleſh, 


3. © I nave indeed heard the M-ilage f Salva- 
tion ; but alas, it ſeems no M {age of Salvation to 
ine. There are happy Souis that have Hope ; and 
their Hope is indeed in Chr7/, and the Grace of God 
manifeſted in him But then they feet in their Hearts 
an Encouragement to apply to him, whereas 1 dare 
not doit. Chrift and Grace are Things, in which, I 


tear, I have no Part, and mult expect none. Thers 


are hid from me as to any perſonal Uſe. I know, 
Chrift is able to /ave + | know he is willing to ere 


a polluted, ſuch a provoking Creature, as Gup knows 


Day am; this 1 know not how to believe: And the 
u'moit chat [ can” do towards believing it, is to ac- 
knowiedge that it is not ablolutely impoſſible, and 
that 1 do not yet he duwn in complete Deſpair ; 
alas, I ſeem upon the very Borders of it; 
every Day and Hou, to fall into it.“ 


F. 4. I $HOULD not perhaps have entered fo fully | 


and I will 
Reader, tor your Encoursgem?nt, it it be your 


tho? 


and expeRt 


F 6 | hope, 


— 


112 Herve ver bad the Caſe of fuch may be, Chap. 12. 
hope, Divine Grace will add you to the reſt, if out of 
70% Depths, you be enabled to cry wnto GOD (b); 
and tho?, like Jorah, you may ſeem to be caſt out from | 
e Prejence, yet till, with Jonah, you Jock towards his 
Lua Temple (ce). . | 
58 5. Lr it not be imagined, that it is in any Neg. 
* Jecc of that Bieſſed Spix Ir, whoſe Office it is to be the 
great Comforter, that I now attempt to nean you out of 


iz is diſconſolate Frame; for it is as the great Source of 
FF Reaſon, that he deals with rational Creatures ; and it 
ot 2 N - . 133 . 2 3 

zs in the Ule of Rational Means and Conſiderations, 


that He may moſt juſtly be expected to operate. Give 
„ me Leave, therefore, to addreſs my ſelf caimly to you, 
5 and to aſt you, What Reaſon you have for all theſe 
( Paſſionate Complaints and Acculations againft yourſelf? - 


x; 0 
i What Reaſon have you to ſeggeſt, that your Caſe is 
5 tngular, when ſo many. have told you, they have felt 
1 the tame ? What Reaſon have you to conciude fo hardly 


*" gain yourſelf, when the Goſpel ſpeaks in ſuch fa- 
q vourable Terms? Or what Reaſon to imagine, that the 
x gracious Things it ſays are not intended tor you ? You 
| 


1 know indeed more of the Corruptions of your own 
F Heart, than you know cf the Hearts of others; and 
1 you make a Thoufand charitable Excuſes for their viſi- 
4 ble Failipgs and Infirmities, which you make not for 


your on. And it may be, ſome of thoſe, whom you 
li | dire as eminent Saints when ccmpared with yog, 
it are on their Port humbling themſelves in the Duit -as 
: ; unworthy to be numbered amongſt the leaſt of God's 
i ' People, and wiſhirg themſelves like you, in whom they 
| think they ſee much more Good, and much lels of Evil, 
3 than in themſelves. © N 8 e 
# 5. 6. Bur to ſuppoſe the worſt, What if you were 
4 really the vileſt Sinner that ever lived on the Face of 
the Earth? What if jon, Iniquitics had gore up unte be 
ll: Heavens every Day, and your Transgreffions had rea: hed 
unto the Clouds (d); reached thither with ſuch horrid 


i | Aperavations, that Barth and Heaven ſhould have had 
| Rea'on to deteſtyou, as a Monſter of Impiety ! Admit- 
Uuag all this, Gary 7 hing too hard for the Lord (e) ? Are 
[| f (b) pfal. x Xx. i; (0) Jonah ii: 4. (d) Rev. Xvi. f. 5 
. Cen. XVI 14. „„ | "5g 
l 
a 
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any Sins, of which a Sinner can repent, of ſo 9655 4 
Dye, that the Bloc of Chrift cannot wath them away ? 
Nay, tho? it Would be daring Wickedneſs and monſtrous 
Folly, for any to Sin that Grace may abound (t), yet had 
you indeed raiſed your Account beyond ail that Divine" 
Grace has ever 2 pardoned, who ſhould Ia the 
Hel One of Iſtuel (g)? or who ſhould pretend to ſay, 
chat it Was im poſlibſe that God mignt for your very 
Vetchedneſs chuſe you out from inen, to make you 
a Monument of Mercy, and a Trophy of bitherto on- 
p.raiiz}:d Grace? The Apoltie Faul ttrongly intimates - 
tis to have been the Caſe, with regard to himſelf: 
And why might not yor likewiſe, if indeed te Chief f 
Funel's, obtain Morcy, that in you, as the Chicf, Jrjus 
C of might fpew forth all Long-S1 ff, ing. for a Pattern 
to them who Hull hereafter belle de (a). 
7. GLooMY as your Apprehenſions are, {nad 
aſc you plainly, Do you in your Conſcien: ethink, that 
C i :s not adle 70 fave . ? What, is He not 4% to 
/ave even to the uttermofe, them that come wits GOD by 
Aim (i)? Yes, you will ſay abundantiy able to do it; 
but l dare not imagine, that he will do it. Ard how 
do you know that he will not? He has helped the very 
greateſt Sinners of all that have yet applied themſelves 
to him: And he his made the Offers of Grace and Sal- 
vation in the moſt engaging and encouraging Terms : 
If any Man thirſt, let him come unto me and drizk (k). 
Let him that is athirſt, come; and wheſoever will, let Him 
take of the Water of Life freely (1) : Come unto me all ye © 
that labour ani are heat. y laden, and f wiil give you REH 
(m); And once more, Him tat cometh en me, I cb 
in no wiſe caſt out (n). True, will you ſay, None that 
are given him by the Father : Could 1 know 1 were of 
that Number, I could then apply chearfuily to- him, 
But, dear Reader, let me intreat you, to lock into the 
Text itſelf, and ſee whether that Limitation be ex- 
preſsly added there. Do you there read, Mine of them 
whim the Father hath given me, ſpall be Sb out be 
Words are in a much- more encouraging Form: And 


| why 118 
(0) Rom. vi. 1. (s) Pſal. vi. 11 % Tim. i. 15,16, 
„ % b. veg; (* John vii. . (i) Rev. X XU, 7s 


n) Mat. A1, 28. 8 V1; 7. | | 


. — 
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| why mould you fruſtrate his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, by 


ſuch en Addition of your own? Ada not io bis Words 
le he retrone thee (o): Take them as they ſtand, and 
drin in the Confolation of them. Our Lord Knew in- 


to what Perpiex; ty ſome Ferious Mincs might pollibly | 


be chrown, by what he had belore been faying, Ad that 
the Father hath ven ire, foell CORE UNTO tits an thats. 
fore, as it were on Purpoſe to balance it; he adds thule 
gracious Words, Him ibat cometh unto me, I will in 10 
ey ſe, by no Mean iS, on no Confideratien Whattoever, 
Cal? wits | | | | 

& 8, Ir therefore, you are already diſcouraged and 
terrißed at the Greatneſs of your Sins, do. not add to 
their Weight and Number at ore greater and worſe 
than ail the reft, a Difruſt of the „baitnfulnels and 
Grace of the bleſf-d Reiecmer Do not, io far as in 
you lies, oppoſe all the Purpoſes of kis Love to you, 
O d:ireflea Soul, whom dot they drezd ? To whom 
dait ihou tremble to approach ? is here any i hing ſo 
terrible in a eue“ :hed Redeemer. in the Lamb that was 
flain ? If thou car ied thy Sos), aimoll finking under 


the Borden of ite Guilt, to lay it down at his Feet, 
what adit thou offer him, but the Spoil which ae led 


and died to recover and poſſefs? And did he purct tale 
it ſo dearly, that be mph rejeQ it with Diſdain? Go 
to him gvirettiy, and fall dow in his Preſcnie, and 
piead that Maery of thine, which thou bafl now been 


pleading in a contrary View, as en Engagement to 


- Your on Soul to make the Application, and as an Ar- 


gument with the Compaſhonate Saviour e geceive you. 
(zo, and be aſa ed, that where Sin heth atounded, chere 
Graze all mu. b more abound (p). Be aſſured, that if 
one Sinner Ca promile h:injeif a more certain Wel. 
come than another, it is But he that is leatt guilty and 
milcrable, but he that is muſt deeply bur bled beiore | 


Gun under a Senſe of that AMriery and Guilt, and lies 
the loweſt in the Apprehenſion of it. 


(J Prov. xXx. 6. (p) Rom. v. 20. 
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Chap. 12. Nrflectlens on the Encom agements., 115 


REFLECTIONS en 6 Encouragt ments, cudin 2 in an hum le 


"-V . . / , M / 
aud earneſi Arpitcation 19 Chriſt jor mercy. e 


6 Ou Soul, what feyeſt thou to- theſe Things? 


Chriſt ? And is there a Poſſibility of Help any ocher 
« Way? Is any other Name git en under Hea ven, whereby 
(e 


ace can be ſavea ? I know, there is nene q). I mutt 
then ſay, like che Lepers of Hrael (r), if 1 fit here, 1 
periſh; and if I mate my Ajpleaion in vain, I can 
but aire, Bat peradventure, He may fave my Soul alli ge. 


I will therefore ariſe, and ge unto Him; or rather, 
« believipg nim here, by his Spiritual Freſence, fintul 
£c 


and miſerable as I am, I will thi- Moment fall down 
on my Face beiore him, and pour out iny 094 unto 


„ Him. 


wretched Creature, driren indeed by Neceſũty to do 
„it For ſurely were not that Necellity urgent and 
abſolute, I ſhould not dare for very Shame to appear 


convinced, that my Sins and my Follies have been 


* than 1 can conceive. I feel a Source ol Sin, in my 
“corrupt and degenerate Nature, which, pours out lat- 


% quity, as a F_untain ſends out its Water, and mekes 
£6 


& vations have attended my Tranſgreſſions, that it 


looks like Preſumption, ſo much as to aſk Pardon for 
„% them. And yet, would it not be greater Prelump- 
tion to ſay, chat they exceod thy Mercy, and the Ef- 
ficacy of thy Blood; to (ay, that thou haſt Power and 


lower Order, while ſuch as I lie but of thy Reach ? 


Preieive me trom that unreaſunabie Suſpicion! Lord, 


* Too canfl. do al. Things, neither is there any Thought 


% indeed, as Ih) Word declares, able to /ave wnto the 
d) Acts iv. 12. (r) 2 King; vu. 4. (5) Job. xl, 2. 


4 


5 


is there not at leaſt a Poſübility of Help from” 


* Bleſſed Teſus, 1 preſent myſelf unto. Thee, as a 


in Thine Haly and Mzjefiic Preſence. I ain fully 


inexcuſably great; more than I can expreis, more 


mea Burthen and a Terror to myſeif. Such Aggra- 


Grace enough to pardon and Jave only Sinners of a 


« of nine 'Ueart with holden from 1 hee (. Thou art 


Preterve me from that blaſphemous Imagination! - 


, The Soul huntly applies to Chris, Chap. ta. 


W lermost (t). And therefore, breaking thro? all the 
| | „„ Oppcfitions of Shame and Bear, that would keep me 
bl | from Thee, I come and lie down as in the Dutt be- 
= fore Toe. Then l notvęst, O Lord, all my Sins, and 


0 © ail my Pollies (u). I cannot, and 1 hope I may ſay, I 
| _. © would not, diſguiſe them before Thee, or let my ſelf 

Y *« to find ont plauſible Excuſes. Accuſe me, Lord, as 
| “ thou plezizit; and I will ingenuouſly plead guilty to 
| % all Thine Accuſations. I will own mylelf-as great a 
| “ Sinner, as Thou calleſt me: But J am fill a Sinner, 

| © that comes unto Thee for Pardon. If I mult die, it 

| „ ſhall be ſubmitting, and owning the Juſtice of the fa- 

| *.& rat Stroke, - It Fpenith, it hall be, laying. held, as it 

j 

J 


« were on the Horns of the Altar; laying myſelf down 
* at Thy Foot-flool, tho? 1 have been ſuch a Rebel 
„ apainft Thy Throne. Many have received a full 
4% Pardon there; have met with Favour even beyond 


| „ their Hopes. And are all thy Compaſſions, O Bleſſed 
4 % Feſis, exhnuſted? And wilt thou now begin to fe- 


0 ce ject an humble Creature, who flies to thee for Life, 
1 „ and pleads nothing but Mercy and Free Grace ? Have 
4 Mercy un ze, O molt gracious! Redeemer, hace? Grey 
E % upon me, and let my: Life be precious in thy Sight (x) ! 
. Oh do not reſolve to fend me down to that State of 
« final Mitery and Deſpair, from which it was Thy 
. gracious Purpoſe to deliver and fave fo many 
© Spurn me not away, O Lord, from thy P.eſence, 
* nor be offended when 1 preſume to lay hold on Thy 
„ Royal Robe, and ſay that I cannot and will not let 
« Thee go, till my Suit is granted (y)! Oh remember, 
e that all my Hopes of obtai ining eternal Happineſs, . 
and avoiding everlaſting, helpleſs, hopeleſs Deftruc- 
tion, are anchored upon Thee; They hang upon Thy 
48 Smiles, or, diop at Thy . Oh Sate Mercy 
10 uon ine, for the Sake of this immortal Soul of mine! 
« Or it not for the Sake of mine alone, for the Sake of 
«6 many others, who may, on the one Hand be encou- 
« raged by Thy Mercy to me, or on the other, m:.y be 
we greatly wounded and difcouraged by my helpleſs 
. Deſpair: I befeech Thee, O Lord, for thine own 
[66 Sake, 


0 Heb, vii. 25. (u) Pfal, Ixix 5, X) 2 Kings i. 14+ 
(y) (ea, > XN ibs 4 16. 4 ; | | 
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| wa 0 | | 1 jb 
Chap. 7, and carnefily begs for Mercy. 24.17 l | 
« Sake, and for the Diſplay of thy Father's rich and | it 
« ſovereign Grace !-I beſeech Thee by the Blood Thou 1 


« didſt ſned on the Croſs; I beſeech thee by the Co- 
„ yenant of Grace and Peace: 7 into which the Father 
„did enter with Taee for the Salvation. of believing 


— — — — 


„% and repenting Sinners, ſave me ! Save me, O Lord, a 
«© who earneſtly defire to repent and believe ! I am in- if 
„ deed a Sinner, in whoſe final and everlaſting De— +l 
«.|f{ruction Thy Juſtice might be greatly glorißed: vi 
„% Bit Oh! if Thou wilt pardon me, it will be a Mo— Þ 
„ nument raiſed to the Honour of Thy Grace, and the "2 
„Efficacy of Thy Blood, in Proportion to the Degree 1 

„in which the Wretch, to whom thy Mercy is ex- Mr 
« tended, was mean and miſerable without it. Speak A | 
« Lord, by thy Bleſſed Spirit, and baniſh my Fears! 20 
Look unto me with Love and G-ace in thy Coun- 1 
„ tenance, and ſay to me, as in the D ys of thy Fleſh = 
« Thou didit to many an humble LIE M's Thy Sins 1 
* are forgiven 1hee, go in Peace re 1 
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118 Fs there is Danger of miſtaking ts Cafe, Chap, 13, 


5 


G. H A P. XIII. 


The doubting Soul more particularly aſſiſted 
in its Enquiries as to the Sincerity of its 
Faith and Repentance. 


Tranfient Imprefrons Viable to be miſaten for Converfoon, 
r ch would te a fatal Error, 5. 1, G-nera! & homes 
for Self- Eææm nalion, . 2. Particular Enquiries ; 
(1.) Hhat Fiews thiie bau, been of Sin ? $ 3» 
(2.) What Views there have brem of Cbriſi f &. 4. 
As to the Need the Soul has of dim; $. 5. Aud 
Willingnef, to receive Him, with 4 due Sur enden of 
Heart to His Services, & 6. Not hing fhort of this, 
JS Fieient, d. 7. The Youl ſubmitting to dt vine Examinas 
tion, the Sincerity of its Faith and Repentance. 


„ JN Conſequence of all the ſerious Things, which 


have been laid in he ferme Chapters, Lnope it 


will be no faite Preſumption to imag ae, chat fome eli- 


gi us Impreſſions may be made on Hearts which had e- 
ver felt hem before; or may be revived, where they 


have formerly grown cold and languid. Yet [ am very 


ſenſible, and | deüre that you may be ſo, how. great 
Danger there is in el!-F,aitery on this important Head; 
and how neceſſary it is to caution Men, againſt tod haity 
a Concluſtn nat they are ically converted, becaule they 


have felt fume warm Emotions on their Minds, and have 


retormed the grois Irregularities of theirtor ner Conduct, 
A Make here mgghi be infinitely fatal: It may prove 
the Occaſion of that falſe Peace, whicn mall lead a 
Man to 51/5 bimfelf in bis own Heart, and to conclude 
himſelt ſecure, while all the Tbreuteniags and Curſes of 


GOD's Law are ſounding in his Ears, and lie indeed 


diretiiy 


* 


Chap. 13. the Soul is callid to examine itelf, 119 
directly ag aint bim (a): While in the mean Time he 
applies to himſelf a thouſand Promiſes in Which he has 
no Shate; which may prove therefore like .generous 
Wine to a Man in an high Fever, or ftrong Opiates to 
one in a Lethargy, The Stony Ground received the Mord 
with Jey, and a promiſing Harve& ſeemed to be fpring- 
ing up; yet it ſoen withered away (b), and no Reaper 
filed nis Arms with it. Now that this may not be he 
Caſe with you, that all my Labours and yours hitherts 
may not be loſt, and that a vain Dream of Security and 
Happineſs may not. plunge you deeper ia Rlifery and 
'Ruin, give me Leave to lead you into a terious Enquiry 
into your own Heart; that to you may be better av'e 
to judge of your Caſe, and to diltingaiſh between What 
is at moſt being only vear the Kingdem of Heaven, and 
becoming indeed a Member of mit. - 

$. 2, Now this depends upon the Sincerity of your 
Faith in Chriſt, when Faith is taken in he largeſt Ex- 
tent, as explained above; tha* is, as comprenending 
Repentance, and that fleady Purpoſe of new and univerſal 
Obedience, of which, wherever it is real, Faith will af- 
ſuredly be the vital Principle. Therefore to aſſiſt you 
in judging of your State, give me Leave to alk you, or 
rather to intreat you to aſk yourſelt, What Vieut you 
have had, and now have, of Sin, and of Chriſt? And 
what your future Purpaſes are, with Regard to your Con- 
duct in the Remainder of Life that may ite betore you? 
Tall not reaſon largely upon the ſeveral Particulars 1 
ſaggeſt under thoſe Heads, but racher refer you to your 
own Reading and Oblervation, to judge how agreeable 
they are to the Word of God, the great Rule by which 
our Characters muſt quick'y be tried, and our Eternal 
State unalterably determined. . „ 

F. 3. EnqQuins ſeriouſly, in the firſt Place, Nhat 
Veræus you ha Je 'had of Sin, and what Sentiments you 
have felt in your Soul with Regard toit: There was + 
Time, when it wore a Ratzering Aſpect, and made a fair 
inchanting Appearance, fo that all your Heart was 
charmed with it, and it was the very Bufinels of your 
Lite to practiſe it. Bat you have ſince been W 
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120 7. ſoould engaire into its View of Sin. Chap. 13. 


You have felt it bite like a Serpent, and fling like an Adler Cha; 
(e). You have beheld it with an Abborrence, far greater no Mm 
than the Delight which it ever gave you. So far it 13 that 
well, It is thus with every true Penitent, and with ſome IF 
I fear, who are not of that Number. Let me therefore on 
enquire further, Whence aroſe this Abhorrence? Was it 2 


merely from a Principle of Self-Love ? Was it merely 


| becauie you had been wounded by it? Was it merely 
i becauſe you had thereby brought Condemraticn and 
5 Ruin upon your own Seul? Was there no Senfe of its De- 
| formity, of its Bafeneſs, of its Malienity, as committed 
* agaipſt the Pleſſed Gop, conſidered as a Glorious, a 
| Bountiful, and a Merciful Being? Were you neyer pier- 
j ced by the Apprehenſion of its vile Ingratitude ? And as 
. fo! thoſe Purpoſes which have ariſen in your Heart a- 
i gon? it, le: me beſcech you to reflect, how they have been 
i lor med, and huw they have hither:o been executed. Nave 
| they been univerſal 7 Have they been relviute ? And yet 


— — — oo, < err - + — —_— 2 - — 8 _ 
7 - 0 - 2 - © m_— = _ TINS 
— 7 aid ECTS AMET ITT 2; 14 CEE a =o CI AA 2 
rr Io. 8 N — 82 * — * : 4 * 4 7 8 2 _ 2 - 2 — 2 — 2 od 
= — — - n — — — — 


g 2 
9 — Dn 22 
„„ 


hg Ow 2 
= ——— —lÿ3— 


amidſt all that Rel tucion, have they been humbled? 
When ycu declared War with Sin, was it with every vin? 
And is id au irrecencileable War, u hich YOU determine, 
by Dis ine Grace, to puſh on till you have entirely con- 
quered it, or die in the Atiempt ? und are you accord- 
ingly Active in your Endeavours to ſubdue and deſtroy 
at? it jo, What are rhe Fruits worthy of Repemtance 
which you &rizg forth a) It does not, I hope, all 
flow away in locds of Griet : Have you ceaſed 10 6 
Evil? Ate yeu Larning to dowell (e]? Doch your Re- 
formation flew, that you repent of ycur Sins; or do 
your :erewed Relapſes into S.n prove, that you epent 
even of what you call your Repentance Have you an 
F wmward Abbo:rence of ail Sin, and an unieigneu Zeal 
4 apainit it ? And doth that produce a Care io guard 
4 againfl the Occaſions of it, and Temptations to 11? Do 
you waich zgainit the Circumflances itigt have intoarcd 
1 you? And do you particu arly double y; ur Guard againkt 
1 that Sin which goes moft caſiy b:fet you (H)? Is that 4 
1 afiae, that the Cbriſtian Kare may be run ; laid allde \ 
with a firm Determination, that you will return to it 
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Chap. 13. YT into the Regard it has for Chriſ 121 


no m re, that you will hold no more Parley with it, 
that you will never take another Step towirds it? 
$. 4. PERMAT me allo farther to enquire, “ What 


6 jour Vie os of Cori have been f „Dutt thin: you of 


© I'm, and of your Conzern with Him?“ Hare you 
Ke n fally convinced, that there muſt be a Correſpon- 
deace ſettled between him and your Soul ? An1 do you 
ſee and feel, that you are not only to pay Him a Kind 
of  diitant Homage, and tranſient Compliment, as a 
very wiſe, benevolent, and excellent Perſon, whoſe 
Mine and Memory) vou have a Keverence for; but that 
as He lives and reigns, as lie is ever near you, and al- 
Ways o Oerving you, o you mult look to Ilha, malt ap- 
proach iim, inuſt hum >iy tranſzct Buſfineſs with Him, 
and tnat, Buineſs of the hight e on wich 
your Salvation depends ? 

F. 5. You | have been brough: toenquire, herews 75 

2.4 L come b-fore the Lora, ard bow myſe'F before the 
mit hich 609 3 ? And once pernaps yos were 
thinking of Sacritices, which your own Stores might 
have been ſuſh.ient to turnith ont. Are you now con- 
vinced, they will not ſuffite; and that you mutt have 
Recourſe to the Lamb which GOD hath provides? Have 
you had a View of Feſus, as taking awzy the Sin of the 
Wold(n) ? as made a Sin Offering for us, tho“ Hes new 
m Jin, that ave might be made the Righteouſueſs of GOD 


m Him (1; Have you viewed him, as pertectiy Righte- | 


dus in Hiaſeit ; and deſpairing of being joitified by 
20% Kighteouſneſs of your own, have you /u2mted to 


the Revbreoſneſs of GOD (k)? Has your Heart ever | 


Pen orvugnt to à deep Conviction of this important. 
Trath, that if ever you are-laved at al, it mutt be thro? 
Chr: 1 ; that if ever GD extend Mercy to you at all, 
it mult be tor his Sake; that if ever you are fixed in the 
lemple of GOD above, you muit ſtand there as an 
everlaſting i rophy of that Victory which Chit has. 
gained over the Powers of Hell, who would otherwiſe 
have triumphet over you? 

9. 6. Oun Lono lays, Look unto me, and 1 
(D) He lays, V be bifted uf, 7 £94 draw all Men 
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122 Have you ſurrendered all te Chris? Chap, 13, 
unte me (m). Fave you looked to Him, as the only Sa- 
vicur ? Have you been drawn unto Him, by that ſacred 
Mapnet, the atttscting Influence of his dying Love! 
Do you know what it is to core 10 Chriſi, as a poor 
weary end hee; laden Sinner, that you may find Reſt (v) f 

Do you know what it is in a ſpiritual Senſe, to rat the 
Fletb and drink the Eliod of the Son of Man (o); that is, 
to look upon Crit cru ified as the great Support of your 
Sau!, and to feel a Delite after Hum, earneſt as tne 


Appetite cf Nature after its neceſfary Food ? Have you 


known what it is cordially to ſurrender yourſelf to 
Chrif, as a poor Creature, w hom Love has made his 
Property ? Have you committed your immortal Soul (0 
Him, that He may purify u ad fave it; that He may go- 


very it by the Pictates of his Word, and the Influences 
. cf His Spirit ; that he may uſe it far his Glory; that he 


may appoint it to what Exerciſe and Diſciplise he pleaſes, 
while it dwells here in Pleſli 3 and that he may receive 
it at Death, and fix it among thoſe Spirits who with 
perp*tval Songs of Praiſe ſurround his Throne, and aie 
His Servents for ever? Have you heartily conſented to 
this? And do you, on this Account of the Matter, renew 


your Conſent ? De you renew it. deliberately and deter- 
minately, and fee} your whole Soul, as it were, ſaying 


EVEN, while you read this? If this be the Caſe, then 
] can with great Pleaſure give you (as it were) the Rignt 
Hana of Hellousbip, and falute and embrace you as a fin 


cere Diſciple of the Lord Je/us Chrif, as one who is de- 


tiverecd from the Fewers of Darkneſs. and is tranſlated inio 
the Kingdom of the den of GOD (p). I can then /aluie 
ou in the Lord, as to one whom, as a Miniſter ef 5%, 
Jam commifſſioned and charged to De comportabiy, 
and to tel] you, not that 1 abloive you from your Sins, 
for it is 4 ſmall Matter te be judged of Man's Judgment, 
but that the bleſſed GOD himtelf abfelveath yeu 3 ; that 
you are one, to whom he hath d, in bis Geſpel, and is 
ccatinually ſaying, Your Sins are forgiven you (); there- 
fore go is Peace, and take the Comfort of it. | 
$. 7. Bur if you are a Stranger to theſe Experiences, 
and to. this Dee which I have now deſcribed, the 
great 


In) Matt. xi. 21. (0) Joby Vi. 5d 


() Luke vu. * 


906 


Chap. 13. Nothing ert of this is /afficient. 


great Work is yet undone ; you ale an impenitent and 


unbe lie ving Sinner, and Be Ir ath of GOD abiceth en | 


you (T). euer you may have been g ened and 
zlarmed, u hatever Reſolution you may wave forme d 
for amending Fovr Lite, how right ſocver vonr Notions 
may be, how pere ſoever your Forms of Wo rip. hos 
ardent ſoever your Ze:1, how ſevere ſoeber your Meru 
fication, how humane ſoever your Temper, how inof- 
ſrunve ſcever your Lite may be, I can ſpeak no Com- 
fort 16 you. 
has not been a cordiz! Human cefore the Preience 
of Gop for ail your Sins; it chere has not been iþ1s 

avowed War declared ⸗gamſt every Thing ap! taſing 
to 0D ; if there has ne been thie 8 ne of yo ur Need of 
Crit. ard of y u Ram, without Him ; it chere has not 
ben this earner Application to Hm this 
y. ur dul into his Hinds by Fein; 


Hie; if there nas not veen this unreteryed Dedication 


of yeurſe}t to be at all T mes, and in all Retpects, the 


faithtul Servant of Goo through kum; and if vou do 


nor with al, ths acknowledge that you are n wnprofit- 


alle Servant, Who have no other Expectations of Accep- 
tance or of Pardon, but only thro? His Rigatecuineſs 
and Blood, and thro? 
Lim, Lrepeat it again that all your Lopes are vain, 
and you are building on the Sand 5). The Houle you 
have already raifed muſt be thrown down to the Ground 
and the Foundation be removed and laid anew, or you, 
aud ail your Hopes, will ſhurtly be {wepiraway with it, 
and buried under it in everlaſting Ruin, 


The Seal Submitting 1 10 Divine Examinetion, the Sinceri ity of 
106 Repont ance aud 4. aith. | 


* 
* 


1 Gop, Thou chat all 9 INE and 
trie the Keins of the Children of Men (t). 
„ Scar.h me, O Lord, and tw] ]πm my Heart; try me, 
and know my 1 bag li.: and {ce if there be any wicked 
fa in me, and itad me in ths Way ewerlafting (v). 
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6) Lia 1 . | 


123 


- 
* 
: b ” 
—— u — — — — —— — — " 
= * 4 Þ 


Vain aze ail your reug sous Hopes, if there 


-urrender of 
his Ronunciation 
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the Riches of Divine Grace in 
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(x) Pfal. Ixxviii. 29. 
(a) John xvi. 15: 


: The Soul fubm-ts its Repentance. Chap [4 
Doth not Conſcience, O Lord, teſtify in Thy Pre. 
{ence, that my Repentance and Faith are ſuch as have 
been defctived, or at leaſt that it is my earneſt Prayer, 
that they- may be ſo? Ccme therefore, O hoy 


Ded Spirit, who art the Author of all Grace and 


Corfolation, and woik this Temper more fully in wy 
Soul ! Oh repreſent Sin to mine Eyes in all its mot 
edious Colour:, that I may fee} a mortal and irrecen. 
cileable Haired to it | Orepreſent the Majeſty and 
Mercy of the Bieſſed Gob in ſuch a Manner, that my 
Heart may be alarmed, and that it may be melted! 


 Omite the Rect, thut the Water ma fv (x) 3; Waters 
of genuine, undifiembled and fila! R pentance ! Cen- 


wine me, O I hou bleſſed Spirit, ef Sin, of Rig beruf 
neſs, and of ua ment (v\  Shew. me that / have un- 
dene miyjel/; but that my Hep is found in 600 


alene (à, in Gop thre? Chirft, in „hom alone He 


will extend Compaſiion and Fielp tro me! According 
to Thy peculiar Office, rate of Chr and ſpew it xnte 
me (a)! Shew me His Power to fave ! Shew me HZ; 
Flingnc/s to exert that Power! Teach my Faith to 
beheld Him, as extended on the Crofs, with open Arms, 
with a piercing bleeding Side; and fo teiling me in 
the moſt forcible Langvage, what Room there is in 
His very Heart for me! May I know What it is to 
have my whole Heart ſubdued by Love; fo ſubdued 
as to be crucified with Him (b); to be dead to Si 
and dead to the World, but alive unto GOD thro Fes 
Chri/t (c) lu his Power and Love may I connde! 
J Him may I without any Reſerve commit my Spirit! 
His Image may I bear! His Laws may I ob{erve! 


His Service may I purſue ! Aad may I remain, thro' 


Time and Eternity, a Monument of ie Efficacy of 
His Gospel, and a Trophy of His victorious Grace! 
„ Oh bleſſed Gop ! if there be any Thing wantiag 
towards conſtituting me a fincere Chrifiian, diſcover 
it to me, and work it in me! Beat down, I beſeech 
Thee, every falſe and preſumptuous Hope, how coſt- 
ly ſoever that Building may have been which 15 thus 
lain in Ruins, and how proud ſoever I may have beet 
| 5 | * 66 0 
(2) Hol. xiii. 9* 


GG) John xvi. 8. 111, go 
(c) Rome vI. Lhe 


(b) Rom, vi. 6, 


Chap. 13. and Faith in the Divine Examination. 155 


© of its vain Ornaments ! Let me know the worſt of my 
„% Caſe, be that Knowledge ever ſo diſtreſsful; and if 
o there be remaining Danger, O let my Heart be fully 


« ſenſible while yet there is Remedy!  __ 

« If there be any ſecret Sin yet lurking | in my Soul, 
« which I have not fincerely renounced, diſcover it to 
„ me, and rend it out of my Heart, tho? it ſhould have 
« ſhot its Roots ever ſo deep, and ſhould have wrapped 


«© them all around it, ſo that every Nerve ſhould be 


« pained by its Separation! Tear it away, O Lord, 
«© by a Hand graciouſly ſevere ! And by Degrees, yea, 


« Lord, by ſpeedy Advances, go on, I beſeech hee, 
to perfect what is ſtill lacking in my Faith (d) Ac-" 


© compliſh in me all the goed Pleaſure of thy Good- 
„ 10% : Inrich me, O Heavenly Father, with all the 
« Graces of Thy Spirit: Form me to the compleat 
„Image of Thy dear Son: And then, for His Sake, 
come unto me, and manifeſt Liy gracious Preſence, in my 
Soul (f), till it is ripened for that State of Glory, 


for which all theſe Operations are intended to pre- 
„ pare it! Amen,” 


(d) | Thel, iii. 10, (e) 2 Theſſ. i. 11. 5 (ſ) John xiv. 21,23. 


; : 2 
— 4 - . 
. 


8 5 CHAP. 
FF . * ” 8 . y ww 4 ; A 4 $5 «a F 
p a 


£ 


_—— 


pf 
0 
1 


7 . 4 y 

[ * 
8 $ 
1 1 
jk 
w i 

do, 


p 

g 
1 
| 710 1 
1 bi 1 
* 
1 

11 5 
U 2 1 

+ 4 


— 
— — 


— — 


— 2 


2 
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e HA r. XIV. 


4 more particular View of the ſeveral - 


Branches of the Curistian Timer; 
by which the Reader may be fariher àſſiſt. 


ed, in judging what he is, and what he 
ſhould endeavour to be f. 9 1 5 


De Importance of the Caſe engages to a more particular 


Survey, what Manner of Spirit we are of ; g. 1, 2. 
Accordingly the Chiriſtian Temper is deſcribed. (I). By 
Jome general Views of it ; as a New and Dioine 1em- 
per, H. g. As reſembling that of Chyiſt, $.4. And 
as engaging us ta bs ſpiritually minded, and to wall 
by Faith, F. 5, A tan of the Remaznder : F. 6. In 
which the Chriſtian Temper is more particularly conſi- 
dered. (II). With Regard to the Bleed GOD; a 
encluding Fear, Affection, and Obedience, F. 7. Faith 
and Love to Chrift, $, 8, 9. Joy m Him, 5. 10. 
And a proper Temper towards the Holy Spirit, parti 
eularly as a Spurit of Adoption, and of Courage, \, 
Ji—1g. (III). With Regard to ourſclves ; as u- 
eluding Preference of the Soul to the Body, Humikity, 
Purity, 5. 14. Temperance, F. 15, Contentment, 
-$. 16. And Patience, & 17. (IV). With Regard 
to our Fellou- Creatures: as including Love, 5. 18. 
Meeknejs, F. 19. Peaceableneſs, &. 20. Mercy, 1 
ö by 


— 


* ; 
” 
a K — __ þ * 
— W M.A 9 * — — 


1 N. B. This Chapter is almoſt an Abridgment A that excellent 


Book of Dr. Zang, intituled, The Chriſtian Temper, lo far as it 7t- | 


lates to the Defcription of it. For farticular Arguments, to inforce 
each Fart of this Temper, I muſt refer the Reader to the Book itſcll 


Chap. 14. as implying a New and Divins Temper. 127 
Truth, F. 22. And Candour in judging, ſ. 23. (VJ). 
- General gualiſications of exch Branch ; $. 24. Such a- 
Sinceritꝭ d. 25. Conſtancy, 5. 26. Tendernefs. F. 21. 
Lal, d. 28. Ani Prudence, 5. 29. Fi ſe Tungs 
Hb 111 frequently be recollicked, C Fo A R:aicw of ail 
ina fc riptural Prayer. | 


$3 ; AEN I ets the infinite [mportance of 
Eternity, I find it, exceeding difficult te 


Catisſy myſelf in any Thing which I can lay to Men, 


Whete their Eternal Intereſts are concerned. I have 
given you a View, [ hope I may truly ſay, a juit, as 
well as faithful View, of a truly Chri/tian Temper already. 


W 


Vet for your farther Aﬀiſtance, I would offer it to your. 
Conſid-ration in various Points of Light, that you may 


be aſſiſted ig juigiog of what you are, and what youu 
ouzht to be. And in this I aim, not only at your Con- 
viction, if you are yet a Stranger to real Religion, but at 


ycur farther Edification, if by the Grace of God, you are 


by this Time experimentally acquainted with it. Hap- 
p7 you will be, happy beyond Expreſlion, if as you 55 
on from one Article to another, you can ſay, © This i; 
« my Temper and Character.“ Happy in no inconſider- 
zoe Degree, if you can ſay, This is what I defire, wnat 
| © I pray hr and what I purſue, in Preference to every op- 


" 


*« polite View, tho? it be vet what I have as yet.attained.”” 
Ef 2. SEARCH then, and try, what manner of Spirit 


V EE As And may He W all Ry di- 


* y-rr Mind (e); ſo renewed, as to be regenerated, and 


van e you have 5 8 renewed in the. Spirit * 


** born again.“ It is not enough, to have aſſumed a 


new Name, to have been brought under lomg, new Re- 
Araints, or to have made a partial Change in, ſome Par- 


ticulars of your Conduct. The Change muſt be great and 
univerſal, 


new Apprehenſions of Things, have formed a practical 
Jadgment different from what you formerly did; whe- 


tier the Ends "yy propoſe, the Affections which you feel 
G 2 


2) Luke ix, 559 


(by 2 Cor. Ri. 315 32. (e) Eph. ls 33. 


Enquire then whether you have entertained 


THE : working 


128 | "Je refembles that of Chrif, Chap. bs 


working in your Heart, and the Courſe of Action to 


which, by thoſe Affections, you are directed, be on the 
whole New or Old#? Again, If you are a Chrillian 
„ indeed, you are Partaker of a Divine 1. ature (d); 
„ Divine in its Original, its Tendency, and its Reſem- 


. blance.“ Enquire therefore, whether God hath. im- 


Planted a Principle in your Heart, which tends to Him, 
and which makes yor like Him. Search your Soul at- 
tentively, to ſee if you have really the Image there cf 
Gop's Mora] Perfections, of his Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs, His Geodneſs and Fidelity, for he New Man is 
after GOD created in Rightcoufne/s and True Hel:nejs (e), 


and is renexced in Knowledge after the Image of Him hat 


created bim (f). 


| . 4. Fox your farther aſſiſtance enquire, „whether 
« theYame Mind be in jou wbich was alſo in Chriſt g); 
«© whether you bear the Image of G: 0's Incarnate Son, 


«© the brighteſt and faireſt Reſembiance of the Father, 


« which Earth o: Heaven has ever beheld,” The Bleſ- 


ſed 7e/us deſigned himſelf to be a Model tor all his Fol- 


lowers; and he is cer ainly a Model moſt fit for our Imi - 
tation: An Example in our cwn Nature, and in Circum- 
flances ⸗dapted to general Uſe ; an Example, recom- 


men ed to us at once by its ſpotleſs Perfection, and by 


the endearing Reiation in which he tiands to us, as our 
Maſter, cur I riend, and our Head; as the Perion by 


whom our everlaſting State is to be fixed, and in a Re- 
ſemblance to whom our final Happineis 1s to conſiſt, if 
ever we are happy at all. Look then into the Life and 
Temper ot CC, as cefcribed and illuſtrated in the Goſ- 


els, and ſearch whether you can find any Thing like 


it in your own Life. Have jou any 1 hing of his Devo» 
tion, Love, and Refignation to Gov? Any 1 hing of His 
Humility, Meckneſs, and Benevolence to Men ? Any 
Thing of His Furnty and Wiidcm, Eis Contempt of the 
World, His Patience, His Fortitude, His Zeal? And 
indeed all the other Branches of the Chriftian Temper, 
which do not imply previous Guilt in the E by 
BD DW | | e | ©. whom 
{d) 2 Pet. i. 4. (e) Eph. iv. ag, (0) Col. ii. 19 
(20 Phil. ii. 5. „„ | 1 
— — — I TAE mans — ——— — — — 
be Reader may fee thele Thoughts illuſtrated at large, in the 
Three &rk of my der meins on Regeneration: 1 


Chap* 14. and engages tobe ſdiritually-minded. 129 
wiom they are exerciſed, may be called in to illuſtrate 
and aſſiſt yonr Enquiries under this Head. 

5. 5. Let me add, If you are a Chriſtian, you are 
© in the main ſoiritually-minded, as knowing. that is Life 
« and Peace, whereas to be carnally- minded is Death (h).“ 


Tho' you live in the Flefh, you will not awar after it (i); 


you will not take your Orders, and your Commands 
from it. You will indeed attend to its neceſſary Inte- 


reſts, as Matter of Duty; but it will till be with Re- 
gard to another and a nobler Intereſt, that of the Ra- 
tional and Immortal Spirit. Your Thoughts, your Af- 


fections, your Purſuits, your Choice, will be determined 
by a Regard to Things Spiritual, rather than Carnal. 
la a Word, “ you will walk by Faith and not by 
« Fight (k).“ Future, bavifible, and in ſome Degree 


incomprehenſible Objects, will take ap your Mind. Your | 


Faith will act on the Being of Gop, His Perfections, his 
Providences,. His Precepts, His Threatenings, and His 
Promiſes. It will at upon Chrif, whom having not ſcen, 
you will eve and benour (I). It will act on that unſeru 
Wold, which it knows to be Eternal, and therefore in- 


finely more worthy of your affectionate Regard, than 


any of thoſe Things which are ſeen and are Temporal (m). 


9. 6, Das are general Views of the Chriftian Tem- 


per. on which I would intreat yon to examine yourſelf : 
And now | would: go on to lead you into a Survey of 


the grand Branches M it, as relating to GOD, our Neigh- 
ben, and our/elves ; and of thoſe Qralfications, which 
muit attend each of theſe Branches, ſuch as Since ity, 


Conftancy, Tenderneſs, Zral, and Prudence. And I beg 
your diligent Attention, while | lay before you a few 


Hints with regard to each, by which you may judge 


the better, beth of your State, and your Duty. 


F 7. Examine then, I intreat you, he Temper of _ 
Jour Heart, with R-gard to the Bleed GOD.” Da. 


yon had there a reverential Fear, and a ſupreme Love 


and Veneration fr his incomparable Excellencies, a De- 


bire aiter Aim as the Higheit Good, and a cordial Grati- 


tude towards him as your ſupreme Benefactor? Can 


Jod Tult his Care? Can you'credit his Teſtimony? Do 
(hk) Rom. viii. 6, (i) 2 Ovr. x. 3; (K) 2 Cor. v: 73 
| U) Pt, i. 8. (m) 2 Cor. iy. 18. 
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130. 77 bat it includes with Regard to GOD, Chap, 14 


vou deſire to pay an anreſerved Obediepce to all that 

He commands, and an humble Submiſſion to all the 
IJ iſpofals of His Providence ? Do you deſign 13s Glory 
as your nobleſt End, and make it the grea Buſineſs of 
yeur Life to approve yourſelf to bim? Is it your go- 
verning Care to imitate him, and toute him in Spirit 
aud in Truth (n)? 

F. 8. Fairk in Chrif I bavs already e at 
large; and therefore ſhall ſay nothing fzrther either of 
that Perſuaſion of His Power and Grace, which 1s the 
great Foundation of it; or of that Acceptance of Chrif 
under all his CharaQers, or that Surrender of the Soul 
into His Hands, in which its Fenin and e 
ing Nature conſiſts. : 

§. 9. Ir this Faith in br be e © it will 
* uncoubtedly produce a Love te Him; which will 
expreis itſelf, in affectionate Thoughts of Him; in ſtrid 
Fidelity to Kim; in a careful Obſervation of Bis 
Charge; in a Regard to His Spirit, to His Friends, 
and to His Interefts ; in a Reverence to the Memorials 
of Hu dying Love, which he has inſtituted ; and in an 

_ ardent -Defire after that Heavenly World "whom He 
dwells, and where he will at length have all bis Propic 
10 davell with bim (0). 

§. 10. I nay add, agreeable to the Word of God, 
„ that thus believing 3 in Chriſt, and loving Him, you 
will alſo rejoice in Him ;” in His glorious Delign, 
and in His compleat Fitneſs to accompliſh it, in the 
Promiſes of His Word, and in the Privileges of His 
People. It will be Matter of Joy to you, that ſuch a 
Redeemer has appeared in this World of ours; and 
your Joy for yourielves will be preportionable to the 
Degree of Clearneſs, with which you diſcern your Inte- 
reſt in Him, and Relation to Him, 
S. 11. Le me farther lead you into ſome RefleQtiors 
on © the Temper of your Heatt towards the Bleed Spir 
it.“ If ave have not the Spirit of Chriſt, we ne 
x1 of His (p). If we are not {ed by the Spirit of GOD, 
we are not tbe Children of GOD (g). 57 will then, 
if you are 8 rea] Chiſuan, deßie that you may b Al 
| ut 
e 1). John iv. 24. (o) John 8 24. (p) Rom. vill, 19 
| * viii. 29. | | 
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Chap. 14. t Chriſt, ard to the Holy Spirit. 131 
with tbe Spirit (r); that you may have every Power of 
you Soul ſubject to His Authority; that his Agency on 
your Heart be more conſtant, more operative, and 
more delightful. And to cheriſh theſe ſacred Influences, 
you will often have Recourſe to ſerious Conſideration and 
Meditation: You will abſtain from thoſe Sins, which 
tend to grieve Him : You will improve the tender Sea- 
fons, in which he ſeems to breathe upon your Soul: You 
will ftrive earneſtly with Gos in Prayer, that you may 
have Him fed on you ftill more abundantly ibro' Feſus 
Chrift (s): And you will be deſirous to fall in with the 
great End of his Miſſion, which was to glorify Chrift (t:), 
and to eſtabliſh his Kingdom. —“ You will defire his 
« Influences as the Spirit of Adeption,”” to render your 
Acts of Worſhip free and affectionate, your Obedience 
vigorous, your Sorrow for Sin overflowing and tender, 
your Reſignation meek, and your Love ardent; in a 
Word, to carry you thro* Life and Death, with the 
Temper of a Child, who delights in his Father, and 
who longs for his more immediate Preſence. 

&. 12. Onc: more, If you are a Chriſtian indeed, 
4 you will be deſirous to obtain zhe Spirit of Courage,'? 
Amidit all that Humility of Soul to which you will be 
formed, you will wiſh to commence a Hero in the Cauſe 
of Chriſt; oppoting with a vigorous Reſolution the 
&rongett Efforts of the Powers of Darknels, the inward 
Corruption of your own. Hear, and all the outward _ 


— 
n 


. — — a e 
* * Ray p — 
I —— ONS 2 — . 
* = — owe > » 6 &.v 
2 — nr mm 232-54 ns Wh 8 N 
. -_ l 
—_—_——— 22 * * 


2 — 
— 
— 


— 


* n p 
. r C 7 — 
98 = IRS, IS 2 
— n e 7 — 
— „ — — 
TR, * _ 8 — 


— — DT 4 —— „ 


: — — RN 2 F bs : 8 EOS * — 
mg - L | _ - 4 
erer — . , ag hs og nt et ge Ke RA LPS PSAS wes 
—— 1 — 4 A e ED, "bo x. — \ — . 2 
. Re ans 
— N — I. — * - G - 


wi Lbs OY at 

_ mo 22 

. 
* * 


D:ithculties you may meet with in the Way of your 
Duty, while in the Cavie and in the Strength of Chrift 
you go on conquering. and to conguere Ty Eo 

. 13. ALL theſe Phings may be conſidered as. 
Branches of Gedlineſs ; of that Godlineji, which is profit= _ 
able unto all Things, and hath the Promiſe of the Life avbich 
ew 1s, and of that which is to come. (u). a. 

$ 14. L6&7 me now farther lay before you'fome 
Branches of the Chriſtian Temper, ** which relate more 
immediately to ear/elve;.”” And here, if you area 
Chriſtian indeed,“ you will undoubtedly prefer the Soul 
ts toe Beily, and Things Eternal to theſe that are Tem- 

e | 38 peral. 


(7) Eph. v. i888, 3 ru. 1, ' | 
G ü TERS (t) Joh au. 4. 


ever is to be endured in that View If you are a real 


both natural and moral; of the ſhort Extent of your 
Knowledge ; of the Uncertainty and Weakneſs of your 


nſolence, in your Behaviour to your Fellow- Creatures. 


41) 1 Pet. v. 50 
4% John in 


133 De Graces this Temper includes Chap. 14, 
foral.'! Conſcious of the Dignity and Value of your 
Immortal Part, you will come to a firm Reſolation to 
ſecure its Happineſs, whatever is to be reſigned, what. 


Chriftian, “ you will be alſo clathed with Humility (x 
You will have a deep Senſe of your own Imperfections, 


Reſolutions ; and of your continual Dependence upon 
(30D, and upon almoſt every Thing about you. And 
eſpecially, you will be deeply ſenſible of your Guilt; 
the Remembrance of which will fill you with Shame 
and Confuſion, even when you have ſome Reaſon to 
hope it is forgiven. This will forbid all Huughtinels and 


It will teach you, under afflictive Providences, with all 
holy Submiſſion to bear the Indionation of the Lord, as 


_ thoſe that know they have finned againf Him (y) .—— wh 
Again, if you are a Chriſtian indeed, © you will la- yo! 
e bour after Purity of Soul, and maintain a fixed Ab- you 
horrence of all prohibited ſenſual Indulgence. A Recol- Inc 
leftion of palt Impurities will fill you with Shame and of 

Grief: and you will endeavour for the future to guard | 
your Thoughts and Deſires, as well as your Words and Ch 
Actions, and to a&/tain, not only from the Commiſſion Wil 
of Evil, but from the diflant Appearance and probable ſen 
Occaſions of zt (2); as conſcious of the perfect Holineſ M. 
of that Gop with whom you converſe, and of the pri- in 
Hing Nature of that Hope (a), which by his Goſpel he an; 

Kath taught you to entertain. be 

. 15. Wirn this is nearly allied, © that amiable ely 
4 Virtue of Temperance ;?? which will teach you to guard thi 
againſt ſuch a Uſe of Meats and Drinks, as indiſpoſes the G. 
Body for the Service of the Soul; or ſuch an Indulgence ly 
in either, as will rob you of that precious Jewel, your in 
Time, or occaſion an Expence beyond what your Cir- tie 
cumſtances will admit, and beyond what will conſiſt with po 
thole Liberalities to the Poor, which your Relation and lia 
theirs to Gop and each other will require, In ſhort, ar. 
you will guard againſt whatever has a Tendency 10 in- 45 


| creaſe 
| (2) 1 Theſl, *. 27. 


V 


(y) Micah vii. g. 


| 


would diminiſh its Zeal and Activity in his Service. 


$. 16. Tas Divine Philoſophy of the Bleſſed Is 
will alſo teach you *©* a contented Temper.” It will mo- 


derate your Deſires of thoſe worldly Enjoyments, after 
which many feel ſuch an inſatiable Thirft, ever growing 


with Indulgence and Succeſs, You will guard againſt an 


immoderate Care about thoſe Things, which would lead 
you into a Forgetfulneſs of your Heavenly Inheritance. 
If Providence diſappoint your Undertakings, you will 


ſubmit, if others be more proſperous, you will not 


envy them; but rather will be thankful for what Gon 
is pleaſed to beſtow upon then, as well as for what He 
| gives you. No untawful Methods will be uſed, to alter 

your preſent Condition ; and whatever it 1s, you will 


endeavour to make the beſt of it; remembering, it is 


what infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs have appointed 
you, and that it is beyond all Compariſon better than 
you have deſerved ; yea, that the very Deficiencies and 
Inconveniencies of it may conduce to the Improvement 
of your futare and complete Happineſs. _ 


6. 17. Wirn Contentment, if you are a Diſciple of 


Chriſt, © you will join Patience too, and in Patience 
will poſſeſs your Soul (b). You cannot indeed be quite in - 


ſenſible, either of Afflictions, or of Injuries; but your 


Mind will be calm and compoſed under them, and ſteady 
in the Proſecution of proper Duty, tho? Afflictions preſs, 
and tho? your Hopes, your deareſt Hopes and Proſpects 


be delayed: Patience will prevent haſty and raſh Con- 


eluſions, and fortify you againſt ſeeking pity ra Me- 
thods of Relief ; diſpoſing you in the mean 

Gop ſhall be pleaſed to appear for you, to go on ſteadi- 
ly in the Way of your Duty; committing yourſelf to Him 
in well doing (ec). You will alſo be careful, that Pa- 


ticuce may have its perfect Work (d), and prevail in, Pro- 


portion to thoſe Circumſtances which demands its pec u- 


liar Exerciſe, For Inſtance, when the Succeſſions ol fvil 


are long and various, ſo that Deep calls to Deep, and 


all GOD's Waves and Billows ſeem to be g ore 


8 


10 
20 


d) Luke Ax i. 19. 


le) 1 Pet. iv. 19. | | (8) Jags. 5 71 
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creaſe a ſenſual Diſpoſition ; againſt whatever would 
alienate the Soul from Communion with Go», and 


ime, till 
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yen one after another (e); when Gop touches YOu in 


the moſt tender Part; when the Reaſons of His Condut 


to you are quite unaccountable; when your natural Spi. 


Tits 212 weak and decayed ; when unlawful Methods of 
Regreſs ſeem near and eaſy; ſtill your Reverence for the 


Will of your Heavenly Father will carry it againſt al, 
end keep you waiting quietly for Deliverance 1 in ki 
own Lime and Way. 


#7 


N. B. Af this Chee, form 2 ung to be read, at ence it 
Way 5 drojert ly be diuided here. 


§. 18. I nave thus led you into a brief Review of the 


Chriſtian Temper, with reſpect to GOD and eurjelii; 


Permit me now to add, “ that the Goſpel will teach 
you another Set of very important Lefjcns with Re. 
e ipect to your Felloav-Creatures,” They all are un 
1% in this, * Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 1byelf (I); 
+ and 2 w halſee ver thou worlaft, (that is, whatſeever thou 
*« couldſt in an Exchange of Circumſtances fairly and 
« reaſonably deſire ) hat others ſroul do unto thee, dt 
© thou likewviſe the ſame unto them (g).“ The Religic 
of the Bleſted Jesus, when it triumphs in your cu, 


will conquer the Predominancy of an jrregular Sell. 


Love, and will teach you candidly and tenderly to Jock 
upon yonr Neighbour as avother Self. As you are ſeg- 


ſrble of your ewn Rights, you will be ſenſfible of bis; 


as you ſupport your own Character, you will ſupper 


Ba: You will dere his Welfare, and be rezdy 10 fe. 


lieve his Neceſlity, as you would have your own con- 


tulted by another, You will put the kindeſt Cenſtrudlicn 
upon his dubious Words and AGtions. You will take 
Pleaiure in his Happineſs, you will feel his Diftrefs, in 
ſome Meaſure as your own. And moſt happy will hen 


be, when this obvicus Rule is familiar to your Mind, 
when this golden Law 1s written upon your Heart; 
and when it is h«bitually and impartially conſulted I 


Jou, 1 every Occ: ſion, whether great er mall. 


. Tys CesrPEl will allo teach you, “10 put 1 


Sa Lede (h), not only with Reſpect to Gev, ſcb- 


| mitiicg 
(e) Pfal. xlii. 7. 5 (f, Rom, xlii. 9. (s) Math, vil :h 
49 Col, 1 in. 12. 


, 


Chap. 14: with Regard to our Fellow Creatures. 135 
mitting to the Authority of His Word, and the Diſpoſal 


of his Providence, as was urged before; but alſo with 


Regard to your Brethren of Mankind. Its gentle Inſtruc- 


tions will form you to Calmneſs of Tem per under Ja- 


juries and Provocations, ſo that you may not be angry 
without, or beyond juit Cauſe. It will engage you to 
guard your Words, leſt you provoke and exalperate thoſe, 
you ſhould rather ſtudy by Love to gain, and by Tender- 
neſs to heal. Meekneſs will render you flow in uſing any 


rough and violent Methods, if they can by any Means 
be lawfully avoided ; and ready to admit, and even to 


propoſe a Reconciliation, after they have been entered 
into, if there may yet be Hope of ſucceeding. So far as 
this Branch of - the Chriſtian Temper preyails in your 


Heart, you will take Care to avoid every 'Thing which 
might give unneceſſary Offence to others ; you will be- 


have yourſelf in a modeſt Manner, according to your 
Station; and it will work both with Regard to Supe- 
riors and Inferiors ; teaching you duly to honour the 
one, and not to overbear or oppreſs, to grieve or inſult 
the other. And in Religion itſelf, it will reſtrain all 


immoderate Sallies and harſh Cenſures ; and will com- 


mand down that Wrath of Man, which inſtrad of Wort- 
ing, fo often oppoſes the Righteouſneſs of GOD (i), and 
ſhames and wounds that good Cauſe, in which it 18 
boiſterouſly and furiouſly engaged. _ 5 


$. 20. Wirz this is naturally connected“ a peace- 
4% Diſpeſition.' If you are a Chriſtian indeed, you 


Will have ſuch a Value and Eſteem for Peace, as to en- 


deavour to obtain, and to preſerve it, as much as lieth in 


you (k), as much as you fairly and honourably can, 


This will have ſuch an Influence upon your Conduct, 


as to make you not only cautious of giving Offence, 
and flow in taking it, but earneſtly defiious to regain 


Peace as ſoon as may be, when it is in any Meaſure” 


broken 5 that the Wound may be healed, while it is 
green, and beſore it begins to rankle and felter, 
more eſpecially this Diſpoſition will engage you, 70 keep 
the Unity of «the Spirit ia the Bond of Peace (|), with all 
ihat in every Place call on the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
wa | Nay „ 3 Chrift, 
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436 | 1 theſe . Lk 5 attended Chap, 1. 


; Cbrig tan): « ; whom if you truly love, your will alſo love 


al! thoſe, whom you have Reaſon to believe to be his 
Diſciples and Servants, | 


5. 21. Ir you be. yourſelves dee of that , 


you will alſo put o Bowels of Mercy (n).“ The Mer. 


cies of Gov, and. thoſe of the bleſſed Redeemer," will 
work on your Heart, to mould it to Sentiments of Com- 


paſſion and Generoſity, ſo that you will feel the Wants 
and Sorrows of others; you will deſire to relieve their 
Neceſſities, and, as you ws an Oppertunity, you will 0⁰ 


Good, both to their Bodies and their Souls ; EXPprelung 
your kind Affections in ſuitable AQions, which may both 


evidence their Sincerity, and render them effectual. 


$. 22. As a Chriſtian, “ you will alſo maintain Truth 


inviolable,“ not only in your ſolemn Teſtimonies, 


when confirmed by an Oath, but likewiſe in common 
Converſation. You will remember too, that your Pro- 


miſes bring an Obligation upon you, which you are by 


no Means at Liberty to break thro'. On the whole, 
you will be careful to keep a ſtrict Correſpondence be- 
tween your Words and your Actions, in ſuch a Manger 
As 8 a Servant of the Gop of Truth. 

. Onex more, As amidit the {iriceſt Care to 
blots All the Divine Precepts, you will ſtill find many 
] mperfections on Account of which you will be obliged 


to pray, that GOD would not enter into ſtrict Judgment 
. with you, as well knowing that in His Sight you cannot 


be juſtified (o); ; you will be careful rot 10 judge others 


in ſuch a Manner as ſhould awaken the Severity of 


% His Judgment against gourjelf (p).“ You will not, 
therefore, judge them pragmatically, that is, when you 
have nothing to do with their Actions ; nor raſhly, 


75 without enquiring into Circumſtances; nor partially, 
' without weighing them attentively and fairly; nor ua- 


caari:ably, putting the worſt Conſtruction upon 1 hings 

in their own Nature dubious, deciding upon Intentions 
as Evil farther than they certainly appear to be lo, pro- 
nouncing on the State of Men, or on the whole of their 
C haratter from any particular Action, and involving che 
Innocent with the Guilty, There is a Moderation con- 


ary to all theſe ien. which che Goſpel recom- 


a mends; 
(n) i Cor. i. 4. (g) Col, iii. 18. (o) Pſal. cxlii. 2. 
(p) Matt. vu. 1, 2, | BR, 


Chap. 14. wih other general Dualifi: cations. 1 
mends; and if you receive the Goſpel in good Earneſt 
into your Heart, it will Jay the Ax to the Root of ſaci 
| Evils as theſe, 
. Havins thus W illuſtrated the prin: hp 
Franks of the Chriftian Temper and Charadier, I ſhall 
conclude the Repreſentation, with reminding you of 
« ſome general Rualifications, which muſt be mingled 
« with all, and give a Lady to each of them; koch 
1 as, Shes Tenderncfs, £:al, and Prudence.” 
& 25. ALwaYs remember, * that Sincerity is the. 
« very Soul of true Religion.” A ſingle Intention to 
pleaſe Gop, and to approve ourfelves to Him, mutt 
animate and govern all that we do in it. Under the 
Iufluence of this Principle, you will impartially enquire 
into every Intimation of Duty, and apply to the Prattice 
of it ſo far as it is known to you. Your Heart will be 
engaged in all you do. Your Conduct in private and in 
ſecret, will be agreeable to your moſt public Behaviour. 
A Senſe of the D.vine Authority will reach you, to 
elzem all GOD's Precepts concerning all Things to be Fight, 
and to hate every fal, e Way (q). 
F. 26. Tavs are you in Simplicity ite god Sincerity 
io have your Converſ ution in the Worid (r). And © you 
„are ailo to charge it upon your Soul, to be Aedfa/? 
© and immoveable, always avounding in th? Work of the 
% Lord(-).” Taete mutt not only be ſome ſudden Fits and 
Starts of Devotion, or of ſoneihing which looks like 
it, but Religion muſt be aa habitual and permanent | 
Taing. Innere mutt be a Purpoſe to adhere to it at all 
Times. It malt be. made the ſtated and ordinary Bu- 
ſineſs of Life. Deliberate and preſumptuous Sins mult be 
carefully avoided ; a Guard muſt be maintained againit 
tae common lafirmities of Life; and Falls of one Kind 
| or of anther, muſt be Matter of propo.tionable Humi- 
liation before Gop, and muit occalion renewed Reſo- 
lution for his Service. And thus you are to go on to 
tae End of your Life, not diſcouraged by the Length and 
Difticulty of the Way. nor allured on the one Hand, or 
terrified on the other, by all the various Pemprtations 
which my ſurround and aTuult you. Your Soul-mutt 
be fixed on this Balis, and you are + tall to banave your- 


ſelf 
(0 Pal, cxIx. 128. ; 65 a Cor. i. 12. 6) Cor. xv. 38. 
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138 The Qualifſcation of this Temper, Chap: 14. 


ſelf as one who knows he ſerves an unchangeable God, 
and who expects from bim 4 Kirgdum which Came b | 
mot ed (7). 

8. 27. Aal, So far as the Goſpel prevails i in your 


| Heart, jour Spirit wil be tender, and the Sone will be 


„ tronferned into Fl..“ You will deſire, that your 
Apprehenfion of Divine Things may be quick, your 
Aflections ready to take proper Impreſſions, your Con- 
ſcience always eaſily touched, and on the whole, your 
Reſolutions plant to the Pie Authority, and corcially 
Willing to be, and to do, whatever God ſhall] appoint, 
You will have a tender Regard to the Word of Gop, a 
tender Cauticn againſt Sin, a tender Guard ggaink the 
Snares of Proſperity, a tender Submifſion/ to Gop's 
afflicting Hand : Ina Word, you will be tender, where- 
ever the Divine Honour is concerned; and careful, 
neither to do any Thing yourſelf, nor to allow any 
Thing in another, ſo far as you can influence, by which 
Cop ſhould be offended, or Religion reproached. 

$. 28. Nay more than all this, you will, ſo far as 
trove Chriſtianity governs in your Mind, © exert an bely 
« Zeal in the Service of your Redeemer and your Father.“ 
You will be xc ale affreted in every good Thing (u), in 


Proportion to its appiehended Goodneſs and Import- 


ance. You will be zealous eſpecially, to correct what 13 
irregular in yourſelves, and to act to the utmoſt of your 
Ability for the Cauſe of Gon, Nor will you be able to 


lock with ah indifferent Eye on the Conduct of others 


in this View; but ſo far as Charity, Meekveſs and Þru- 
dence will admit, you will teſtify your Diſapprobaticn 
of every Thing in it, which is diſhenourable to Gor, 
and injurious to Men. And you will labour not only 
to reclaim Men from ſuch Courſes, but to engage them 
to Religion, and to quicken them in it. 
F. 29. AxD once more, You will defire “ to uſe the 
% Prudence which Gop hath given you,“ in judging 
what is in preſent Circumflances, your Duty to Gop, 
your Neighbour, and yourſelf ; what will be, cn the 
whole, the moſt accepꝛable Manner of diſcharging it, 
and how far it may be the moſt advantageouſly pur. 
ſucd ; as remembering, that He is indeed the wile . 
6 
0 Heb, xii, 28. 


(u) Sal. ! iv, 18. 


* \ 


Chap. 14. 4 Review of allin a Scriptural Prayer. 148 
the happieft Man, who by conſtant Attention of 
Thought diſcovers the greateſt Opportunities of doing 
Good, and with ardent and animated Reſolution breaks 
thro? every Oppolition, that he may improve thoſe Op- 
portunitie's ; 
d. 20+ Turs is ſuch a View of the Chriſtian Thmper, 
as AE conveniently be throw within iuch narrow 
Limits | and I hope, it may a4? many in the great and 
important Werk of Sei-Examination, Let your own 
| Conſcience anſwer, how ſar you have already attained 
it, and how far you deſire it; and let the principal Fo- 
picks here touched upon be fixed in your Memory and 
in your Heart, that you may be mentioning them be- 
fore Gov in your daily Add reſſes to the I'hroge of- 
Grace, in order to receive from him all neceffary 
Aſlitances for bringing them into Practice. 
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APraven, chiefly in Scripture Language, in | which 1 
2 Branches of the Chriſttan Temper are more 
51 enumerated i in the Or der laid dows about. | 


LE 88 ED Gov, I humbly adore Thee, as 

. « the great Faber of Lights, and the Giver of 

" every good and every perfet? Gift (x). From Thee 

„ therefore I ſeek every Bleſling, and eſpecially thoſe, 

«© which lead me to Thyſelf, and prepare me fer tbe 

% Eterral Enjoyment of Pbee. I adore Thee, as the 

« GOD, who fgarches the Hearts, and tries the Reins of 

« 3he Children of Men (y). Search me, O God, and 

Eno my Heart; try me and Fnow my Theughts : Sce if 

there be any wicked Way in me, and lead me iu the Way 

« everlaſting (z). May I know what Munner of Spiri 

% am , (a), and be preſerved from miſtaking, where ' 
the Error might be infinitely fatal! 

„ May 1, O. Lord, be renetwed in the Spirit 71 my 

% Mind (b)! A new' Heart do Thou give me, and a 

* new Spirit do Thou put wwithin me (c) ! Make me 

* Partaker of a Divine Nature (d); and as. He who 

« bath "EE me is Hal ', y I be Holy in all Manner 

(*) Jem. i. 17; (y) Jer. xvii. 10. (z) ] Pſal. ex xxix. 23, 17 


() Luke 1 1X. 55+ (b) E ph. iv. 2g. (c) Ezek. Xxx. 26. 
A<) 4 Pet. 1 J. 4+ 8 ? 
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140 A Prayer in Scripture Language, Chap. 14, 


% of Converſation (c). May the ſame Mind be in me, 
« even as be walked (g) / Deliver me from being car. 
& rally minded, which is Death ; ; and make me /þ:ritu- 
& ally minded, ſince that is Life and Peace (h) ] And 


cc 


walk by Faith, and not by Sight (i); and be feng is 


1 Faith, giving Chry to GOD 60. 


% May Thy Grace, O Lord, which hath apteared 
% uno all Men, and appeared to me, with ſuch glori- 
« ous Evidence and Luſtre, effectaally feach me to deny 
Jug odiineſ and worldly Lufis, and to live fobery 
righteoufly and godly (1)! Work in my Heart fat 
Godlineſs, which is profitable unto all Things (m); and 
teach me by the Influence of thy Bleſſed Spirit, to 


66 


jo ve Thee the Lord my GOD, with all my Heart, 


«« aud with all my Soul, and with ail my Mind, and 
10 
cc 


cc 


Thee, as alive from the Dead (o); and preſent my Body 
4 living Sacrifice, holy, and ac ceptable in Thy Sight, 


« which is my moſt renſonable Service (p) { May I en- 


«6 


« neſs of thy Glory, and the expreſs Image of thy Per- 
* fon (q) / Tho? I have not ſeen Him, may | love Hin; 
and 12 Him, th now TI ſee Him not, yet believing, 
© may I rejoice avith Foy unſpeakable and Full of Gl. 
« ry (r): And may the Life which I live in the Flfb, 


ebe daily by the Faith of the Senof GOD (s) ! May 1 


1 be filled with the Spirit (t); and may I be bd by it (u); 

« and fo may it be evident to others, and eſpecially to 
% my own Soul, that I am a Child of Gop, and an 
Heir of Glory ! ! May I nt receive the Spirit of Bond- 
age unto Fear, but the Spirit of Adoption, whereby 1 
may be enabled to cry, Abba, Fath:1, (x) | May He 


4 


* 


40 aud 


* 


(Ff) Phil. ii. 3. 
(3) 2 Cor. v. 5. 
(m)! Tim. iv. 8, 
Ip) Rom. xii. 1. 
(+) Gal. ii. 20. 


(x) Rom, viii. 25. 


65 1 | Pet. i. 15! 
(i., Rom. vni. * 
(') Int. u. 11,12 
(0) Rom. vi. 13. 
60 1 Pet. i. 8. 

() Rom, vii. 14. 


(8) 1 Joha Ii. 6. 
(k) Rom. iv. 20. 
(n) Mark x11. 30. 
(9 ) Heb. '+ 38 

> ) "Eph. V. 18. 


« auhich was alſo in Chriſ Jeſus (f); may I fo walt 


may I, while I paſs through this World of Senſe, 


with all my Strensth (n)! May I yield my/elf unto 


«© tertain the moſt faithful and affectionate Regards to 
% the Bleſſed %s, Thine incarnate Son, the Bright- 


work in me, as tbe Spirit of Love, and of Power, 


( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


Chap, 14. relating to the Obriſian Tenker. TS 141 . 


1 andof @ found W 1d (y) ; that ſo I may add b my 
T Faith, Virtue, (1) ! May I be flrong, and very conra- 
10 geous (+), and quit my/elf lite a Man (b), and like a 
« Chriltan, in the Work to which I am called, and in 


« that Warfare which I had in View, when I lifted 


« under the Banner of the great wo an of my Sal- 


«WW wation / 


« Teach me, O Lord, ſeriouſly to confider the Na- 


© tyre of my own Soul, and to ſet a ſuitable Value upon 


& jt ! Muv labour, not only, or chiefly, for” the Meat 


« that periſheth but for that which en1weth to Eternal 
« Life (c)! May I Humble my/#If under thy Mighty. © 
& Hand, and be clothei wth Hin'ty (i); decked wich 
* the Ornament of @ met and quiet S irit. which in the 


« Sight of GOD is of great Price e) May | be pure 


10 1% Hart, tnat I may ſee 6009 (); mortifying my 


66% M-mbers which are 1 the Eur (Z), fo that if a 


% Right Eye offend me, I may plack it out, and if a Right 
a ' ans offend me, I may cut it F (n)/ My I be 


cmperate in ail Things (i), content wth (uch Inge 


« 2; | have (k), and inſtructed to be io, i: oh never 


« State I am (1) May Patience allo have , perfect 
% Workin me, that I may be 1n that Rel pect compleat and 
96 wanting nothing (m). 

« Form me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, to & preper 
« Temper towards my Fellew Creatures ! May | love' my 


« Neig hour as myſelf (n); and what/joever I would that 


« others ſhuuld do unte me, may | allo 4o the ſame unte 
« them (o) ! May I put on Meetup) 1 the greateſt 
„% Injuries and Provocations; and if it be poſibie, as 
% much as lieth in me, may I /ive peaceably with all 
« Men (q) / Muy I be merciful, as my Father in Hea- 


ven 75 merciful (r) May I Jpeah the Traih- from” my 


„ Heart (5) ; and may I ſhea it in Love (t); e fers 


again 
1 ) x Tins: i. 17. (2) 2 pet. i. 5. 6 Joſh. i. 7, 
(>) 1 Cor. xvi. 13. (t) John vi. 27. (4) 1 Pet. v. 5, 6, 
(©) 1 Pet. iii. 4.9 - (1) Matt. v. 8. ([.) Col. iu. 5. 
(3) Matt. v. 29, 30. (i) 1 Cor. ix. 25. wn Reb. xili. 5 
(\ Phil. iv. 41 (m) Jam. i. 4. n) Gal. v. 1 
60 Matt. vii. 6 (p) Col. ii. 12. (q) 2 X11. 18. 


(i) Luke Yi, 26, | (s ) Pſal. XV. 2. 6 ) Eph, i IV. 182 5 


* 


142 A Prayer for the Chriflian Prmper. Chap. 14˙ 


6 againſt every Iaſtance of a cenſorious and malignant 
"+ Difpoſition ; and taking Care ro! t judge ſeverely, as 


* I would ut be judged (u] with a Severity, which Thou 
Lord, knoweit, and which mine own Conſcience 
„ knows, I ſhould not be able to ſupport ! 


I intreat Thee, O Lord, to work in me all th:/: 
* Dralifications of the Chriſtian Temper, which may ren» 
der it peculiarly acceptable to Thee, and may prove 
** ornamental to my Profeſſion in the World. Kenn, 
„ beleech Thee, a right Spirit within me (x); make me 


an Iſtaclite indeed in avhom there is no allowed Guilt 


« (x) / And while I feaſt on Chriſ, as my Paſwur 
& facrificed for me, may I Rheep the Feaft with the un. 


Ko learcencd Breaa of Sin, erity and Truth (2) Make me, 
I beſeech Thee, O Thou Almighty and unchange- 
able Gop, fedfaft and immo vcable, always abounding 


«« inthy Work, as ſtnotoing that ny labour in the Lad 
% ſ#all not be finally in vain (a) / May. my Heart be ten- 
* der (b), eaſily impreſſed with I by Word and Provi- 
«« dence, touched with an affectionate Concern for thy 
« Glory, and fenfible of every Impulſe of thy Spit ! 
«© Mey I ve zealous for my GOD (c), with @ Zeal ace 
co ding to Kniewledge (a, and Charity (e); and teach 
** me in thy Service to join % M iſacm of the Se pen 


& (t), with the Beldn: fs of the Lien, a ad tbe Innocence if | 


* the Dove !” Thus render me, by thy Grace, a ſhining 
« Imageof my dear Redeemer, and at length bring me 
& :0 wear the bright Reſemblance of His Holinels and 
« Eis Glory, in that World where he dells; that] 
& may aſcribe everlaſting Honours ro Him, and 1% f h, 
© O Thou Father of Mercies, whoſe invaluable Gif: He 


* is, and 4% Thize Holy Spirit, thre? whole gracious In- 
© flpences I would humbly hope, 1 may call 16% 
% Faber, and Jeſus my Savieur ! Amen,“ 


(u) Matt. vii. 2. (x) Pfal, Ii. 10. (y) Johr! 47, 
(2) 1 Cor. v. 5, 8. (a) « Cor. xv. 58. (t) 2 Kings xu. 19, 
(e)] Numb. xxv. 13. (d) Rom, x, 2. le) 1 Cor. XVI 14 
(t) Matt, x, 26. | | =o 


Shap. 15. Mow we are to feek the Chriftian Temper 143 


CHAP. XV. 


The Reader reminded how much he needs 
the Aſſiſtance of the SIXIT of GOD, 
to form him to the Temper defcribed 
above, and what Encouragement he has 
to expect it. Ns 


Forward Re/oluttons may prowe ineffeA al : „„ ooh 
Religion is not to be given up in Deſpair, But Diving 
Grace ſought, &. 2. A general View of its Reality and 
Neeeffity, from Reaſon, 93 And Scripture, 5. 4+ bs 
Spirit to be fought as the Spirit of Cbriſt, 5. 5 And in 
that View, the great Strength of the Soul, 5. 6. The 

Encouragement there is 10 hepe for the Communication of 
it, F. 7. A concluding Exhortation to pray fer it: d. 8. 

Aud an humble Addreſs 1% GOD, purſuant to that 


1 1. 1 now laid before you a Plan of that 
1 4 Temper and Character, which the Goſpel re- 
quires, and which, if you are a true Chriſtian, you will 
deſire and purſue. Surely there is in the very Deſcription 
it ſomething which muſt powerfully ftrike every 
Mind, which has any taſte for what is truly beautiful 
and excellent. And I queſtion not, but you my dear 
Reader, will feel ſome Impreſſion of it upon your Heart. 
You will immediately form ſome lively Purpoſe of endea- 
Vouring atter it; and perhaps you may imagine, you 
tall certainly and quickly attain to it. You ſee how 
Tealunable it is, and what deſireable Conſequences _ | 
| | . | ſarily 


Chap. 
You c 
with C 
« Dj; 


144 No Strength in ourſelves to obtain it. Chap. ig, | 
ſarily attends it, and the Aſpect which it bears on your 
preſent Enjoy meat and your future Happineſs, and there. 
ore are determined, you will ad accordingly. But give 
me Leave ſeriouſly to remind you, how many there have You h 
been, (would to Gop that ſeveral of the Inſtances had Hiri. 
not happened within the Compaſs of my own perſonal Law 
Obſervation 1) why/+ Goodneſs hath been like a Morning . 8. 
Cloud, and the early Dew, which ſoon paſſeth away (a). read e 
There is not Room indeed abſolutely to apply the Words (e); 


of Joshua, taken in the moſt rtzorous Senſe, when he 10 ma 
ſaid to Iſiael, (that he might humble their too a Ay and ROW: 
ſanguine Reſalutions,) Tou cannot ſerve the Lord (b). But the cl. 
T will venture to ſay, you cannot eauly do it. Alas, 155 
you know not the Difficulties you nave to break thro'; Script 
you know not the Temptations, which Satan will throw has a 
an your Way; you know not how 1mp-yrtunate your the K 
vain and ſinful Companions will be, to draw you back Skull 
anto the Snare you may attempt to break; and above loud] 
all, you know not the ſubtile Artifices. which your own form! 
Corruptions will practiſe upon you, in order to recover ME 
their Dominion over vou. You think tne Views you Chri 
1 now have of. j hings wil be lating, becaule the Princi- of 
. pPles and Objects to which they refer are ſo: But perhaps Hen 
1  Jo-morrow m] undeceive you, or rather deceive you Rat 
i anew. Yo-mwrow may preſent fome Trifle in a new gt 
Dreſs, which hall amuſe you into a Forgettulneſs of all r 
this. Nay, perhaps, before you lie down on your Bed, Grat 
the Impreſlions you now feel may wear off. 1 he cor- due 
rupt Lefires of your own Heart, now perhaps a little Au, 
charmed down, and lying as if they were dead, may hap, 
ſpring up again with new Violence, as if they had ſlept prev 
only to recruit their Viguur ; and if you are not ſupport» by 
ed by a better Strength than yeur own, this Struggle * 
for Liberty will only mike your future Chains the ) 
| keavier, the more ſhametul, and the more fatal. 5 - 
6. 2. Wuar then is to be done ? Is the convinced ke 
Sinner to lie down. in Deſpir ? to ſay, © Tam an helps 95 
« leſs Captive, and by exerting myſelf with Violence 101 
„% may break my Limbs ſooner than my Bonds, ad Wy 
« increaſe the Evil I would remove.“ GOD forbid? * 
| £ You wy 


0) Hol, vi. 8 (b) Jelk, xxiv. 19. 


— 


Chap. 15 The Need ue have of Divine Afitance. 145 
You cannot, I am perſuaded, be ſo little acquzinted 
with Chriſtianity, as not to know, that the Doctrine of 
« Divine Afſiftarees bears a very conſiderable Part in it.“ 
You have otten, I doubt not, read of t- Law of be 
Spirit of Life in Chrift Feſus, as making us free from the 
Law of Sin and Death (e); and have been told, that re 
the Serrit, we mortiſy the Dreds of the Bally (d): You have 
read of doing all Things the“ Chriſt who frengtheneth us 
(e); waole Grace is [ficient for us, and whole Strength 
i: made peifect in Weakneſs (t). Permit me, therefore, 
now to call down your Attention to this, as a Truth of, 
the cleareſt Evidence, and the utmoſt Importance. 
$. 3. REASON indeed, as well as the whole Tenor of 
Scrinture, agrees with this“. The whole created World 
has a neceſſary Dependence on Gon : from Him even 


the Knowledge of Natural Things is derived (g), and 


Sxill in them is to be aſcribed io Him (h). Much more 
houdly does fo great and excellent a Work, as the new- 
forming the Human Mind, beſpeak its Divine Author. 
When you conſider how various the Branches of the 
Chriſtian Temper are, and how contrary many of them 
alſo a e to that Temper, which hath prevailed in your. 
Heart, and governed your Life in lime paſt; you mult 
really ſee Divine Influences as neceſſary to produce and 
nouriſh them, as the Influences of the Sun and Rain are 
to call up the Variety of Plants and Flowers, and. 
Grain and Fruits, by which the Earth 1s adorned, and. 


our Life ſupported. You will yet be more ſenſible of 


this, if vou reflect on the violent Oppoſition which this 
happy Work mult expect to meet with, of which I ſhall 
pretently warn you more largely, and which if you have 
not already experienced, it muſt be becauſe you have 
but very lately begun to think of Religion. 
. 4. ACCORDINGLY, if you give yourſelf Leave to 
coniult Scripture on this Head, (and if you would live 
like a Chliſtian, you mull be conſulting fit every Day, 
and forming your Notions and Actions by it;) you wa 
| | | | ee 
e) Rom. viii. 2. (4d) Rom. viii. 1. (l.e) Phil. iv. 23. 
02 Cor. x19. (8) Plal. xciv 10. ch) Exod. xxxi. 3,.—6. 
* See many ot thete Ihoughts much more largely illuſtrated in 
ny VIIIch Sermon on Regeneration, | 4 
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145 The Spirit nmft te fought for by the Soul. Chap. 15, 
ſee, hat the whole Tenor of it reaches that Dependence 
upon Gov, which I am now recommending. You will 
pirticularly tre, that the ProduQtion of Religion In the 
Soul is Matter of Divine Promiſe; that when it has been 
eficct'o, Scripture afcribes it to a Divine Agency ; and 
that the Increaſe of Grace and Pieiy in the Heart of 
thoſe who are truly regenerate, js alſo ſpoken of a: the 
Work of (ep, who begins and carries it on until the vg 


of Feſus Chrif . 


C: 5, In ©: e of all theſe Views, lay it fon 


to yourfelf as a Mott certain P;) inciple, & that no At. 


tem t in Religion is to be made in your own Strength.“ 


If you forget this, and Gop purpoſes finally to fave ycu, 


he will humble you by repeated Diſappointments, till he 


tech you beiter. You will be aſhamed of one Scheme 


and Effort, and A another, till you ſettle upon the true 


Bafis, He will alſo probably ſhew you, not only in the- 


genera), hat your Strength is to be derived from Hea- 
ven; but particularly, that it is the Office of the Bleſſed 


| Sprrit, to puriſy the Heart, and to 1nvigorate holy ke. 


ſolutions ; and alſo, that in all theſe Operations he is 
to be conſidered as the Spirit of Ch i, working under 
his Direction, and as a vital Communication from Him 
under the Character of the great Head of the Church, 
the grand Treaſurer and Diſpenſer of theſe holy and be- 
neficial Influences, On which: account it is called 6! 
Supply of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt (k), who is exalted a: 


the Fight Had of the Father, fo gib Repentance and RC- 


1 en g of Sins (J); in whoſe Grace alone we can be firoy 


(=), and of whoſe Fulngjs We e even Grace for 


Grace (n). 


$.6. Rrsol vs therefore ſtrenvouſſy fa the Service 


of Gon, and for the Care of your Soul; but ** reſolce 
1e modeſtly and humbly.” Ewen the Youths foall faint 


and be wea1y, and the Toung Men utterly fall; but tht 


1 avait on the Lori, are the Perions who renew thr 


Strength (0). When a Soul is almoſt afraid to declare 


in the Preſence of the Lord, that it will not do this, or 
that, which has formerly offended him; when it is afraid 
abiolately to > Promiſe, that it will perform this, 3 that 

(k) Phil. i. 19, Ci Acts v. 3 
100 John 1 1. 106. N (o) Iſa. 15 29% to 


C1) Phil. i. 6. 
(m) 3. Iim. it, 1. 


Chap. 15. The Encouragement there is to expe? it. 147 
Duty, with Vigour and Conftancy ; but only expreſſes 
its humble earneſt Deſire, that it may by Grace be ena- 
bed, to avoid the one; or purſue the other; then ſo far 
23 my Obfervation and Experience have reached, it is im 
the belt Way to learn the happy Art of conquering. | 
Temptation, and of diſcharging Duty. 

. 7. Ox the other Hand, let no: your Dependence 
upon this Spirit. and your Senſe of your own Weakacſs 
and [nſufficiency for any Thing ſpiritaally Good without 
his continual Aid, diſcourage you from devoring your- 
ſelf to Gop, and engaging in ateligious Life, confider- 
iog what abundant Fealon you nave to hope, that 
& theſe gracious Influences will be communicated to 
© you The Light of Nature, at the ſame Lime that 
it teaches the Need we have of Hel p from (op in a vit 
tuous Courſe, may lead us to canclude, that fo bene- 
volent a Being, who beſtows on the moit anworthy and 
careleſs Part of Mankind ſo many Beethags, will take a 
peculiar Pleaſure in communica ing to ſuca as humbly 
ak them, thoſe gracious ſfiſtances, which may form 
their deathleſs Souls isto his own Reſemblance, and fit 
them for that Happineis o which their National Na- 
tare is ſuited, and for which it was in its firlt Conſtitu- 
tion inteßdec, The Hord ef OD will much more 
abundantly confirm ſuch an Hope, You there hear 
Di vine Miſaum crying even to thoſe who had long trifled 
with her Inſtructions, Tura ye at wy Repro, and 1 will 
four ot my Spirit upon you (p). Vos hear the Fooftle ſay- 
ing, Let aus come bolaly to thò Throne of Grace, that we may 
eb, Mercy, and find Grace to Help in every [ime of Need 
(d). Yea, yos there hear our Lord himſeif arguing in 
this ſweet and convincing Mayner ; 1f ye being evil, 
drow boa to give good G. ifts unto Jour Chilis cn, bou much | 

ne Gall jour Heavenly Father give bis Holy Spirit unto 
then that of Him (r)? This Gift and Promiſe of be 
Huxit was given unto Chriſt, when he aſcended up on 
H, in 1ruft for all his true Diſciples. Gop hath ee 
it 4 Ba abundantly upon us in Him (s). And I may add, 
that the very Deſire you. feel after the farther Combe. 
nication of the Spirit, is the Reſult of the Es 

0 

6: Prov, i. 23. GY) Heb. iv. 10. Ir) Luke xi. 1 
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1 43 | A Supplication fer Divine Grace. Chap. xc, 
of it already given: So that you may with peculiar 


Propriety interpret it as a ſpecial Call, to oper your 


| Aouth awide, that he may fil it (t). You third, and there. 


fore you may chearfully plead, that 7% bath invited 


yen to cone : xto Him and drink 3 with a Promiſe; not only 


that you ſoel drink if you come unto Him, but alſo that out 
your Bet; full flow, as it were, Rivers of Living Water, 
tor the Edii.cation and Refreſhment of others (u). 

&. 4. Go forth therefore, with humble Chearfulneſ;, 
to the Proſecution of all the Duties of the Chriſtian 


Life. Go, and proſper, in the Sjrength of the Lerd, 


making mexiicn of His Rightcor.ſnefs, and ef His only (x), 


And as a Token of farther Communications, may your 


Heart be quickened to the moſt earneſt Deſire, after 
the Bieflings I have now been recommending to your 
Purſuit! May you be ſtirred up to pour out your Soul 
before Gur, in ſuch holy Breathings as theſe! and mey 
they be your daily Language in His gracious Preſence ! 


An PUumble S$uppL1CaTION fer the Influences of Divine 


Grace, to form and fir:ngihen Religion in the Soul. 


„ TJ) LESSED Ged! 1 ſincerely acknowledge be- 


„fore Thee, mine own Weakneſs and Inſuſ- 


„ have experienced it a Thouſand Times; and yet my 


© Reſolutions in its own Strength. But let this be the 


© ficiency for any Thiog that is ſpiritually Good, I 
. « fooliſh Heart would again tuft itfeff (y), and form 


% Firſt-fruits of thy gracicus Influence upon it, to bring 
„it to an humble Diſtruſt of 11ſelf, and to a Repoſe 
„„ on Thee! 74 . 5 

« Abundantly do I rejoice, O Lord, in the kind 


* Afurances which Thou giveſt me, of thy Readineſs 


% to beſtow liberally and richly ſo great a Benefit. 4. 


*« do therefore, according to IJ by condeſcenging Invi- 
« tation, come with belancſs to the Throne of Grace, that 


*«« mean not, O Lord God, to turn Thy Grace into M an- 
% tcxn1e/s or Perverſeneſa (a), or to make my Weak- 


| * neſs an Excule ter Negligence and Sloth. I confeſs 


4% Thou 


(t) Pfal. Ixx xi. 16. (u) Jehn vii. 37, a8. . (x) Pal. Ixxi. 166, 


„I may find Grace ts help in every Time of Need (2). 1 


bl 


| (3) Prov. xxviii, 6. (z) Heb, iv. 1. (e) Jude, vf. 3. 
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(b) Pla), cxix. 122, (c) 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
e Cor. vi 


Chap. 1 5 to Work Religion in the Soul. te! '149 


+ Be pleaſed to ſhed abroad Thy SanGifying Influences 


Thou, Lord, wouldſt fill my Heart by Thine Holy 


Thou haſt already given me more Strength than [ 
have uſed ; and I charge it apon myſelf, and not on 
Thee, that I have not long fince received ſtill more 
abundant Supplies. I defire for the future to be found. 

diligent in the Uſe of all appointed Means; in the 


Neglect of which, I well know, that Petitions like 
theſe wou'd be a profane Mockery, and might much 


more probably provoke Thee to take away what I 
have, than prevail upon Thee to impart more. Bat 

firmly reſolving to exert myſelf to the utmoſt, L ear- 
reltly intreat the Communications of Thy Grace, 
that I may be enabled to fulfil that Reſolution. 
« Be Surety, O Lord, unto thy Servant for Good (b) 


on my Soul, to form me for every Duty Thou requi- 
reſt! Implant, [ beſcech Thee, every Grace and Vir- 
tue deep in mine Heart; and maintain the happy Tem- 
per in the mid of thoſe Aſſaults, from within and 
trom without, to which I am continually liable, while 
I am ſtill in this World, and carry about with me ſo 
many Infirmities ! Fill my Breaſt, I beſeech Thee. 
with good Affections, towards Thee, my Gop, and 
towards my Felilow-Creatures ! Remind me always 
of Thy Preſence; and may I remember, that every 
ſecret Sentiment of my Soul is open to Thee! May l 
therefore guard againſt the firit Rilings of Sin, and 
the firſt Approaches to it! And that Satan may not 
ind Room tor his Evil Suggeſtions, I earneſtly beg, 


Spirit, and iake up thy Reiidence there! Dwell in, 
me, and walk with me (c) 3 : and let My Body be the 

Temple of the Holy Get d)? 

** May 1 be ſo joined to Chrif Teſus my Lord, as to be 
oe Spirit with Him (e), and feel his invigorating 
Influences continually bearisg me on, ſuperior to 
every Temptation, and to every Corruption ! That 
While the Youths fall faint and be weary, and the 
voung Men utterly fall, I may fo wait. upon the Lord, 
as to renews my Strength (t); and may go en from ove 

H 


6 Deg we” 


$044 (A) 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
OI: Vie 17. (1) Ut; Xl 35, gi. | 


150 A Supplication for Divine Grace, Chap. 15. 
& Degree of Faith, and Love, and Zeal, and Holineſ;, 
to another, till I appear perfect before Thee in Zion (g). 

„to drink in immortal Vigour and Joy, from Thee, 
& as the everlaſting Fountain of both, %o Jeſus Chrif 
«+ my Lord, in whom I have Righteouſneſs and Strength 
“% (h), and to whom I deſire ever to aſcribe the Praiſe 
< of all mine Improvements in both! Amen.” 


Ch: 


ko wer 


4 (60 Pſal. lx x xiv, 3. (h) Iſai. xl. 24 
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Chap. i6, : The Diffculticr that attend Religion, 


eHAP. xvi. 


The CURISTIAN Convert warned of, and 
animated againſt, thoſe Difcouragements 
which he muſt expett to meet with, when 
catering on a Religious Courſe. 


Chriſt has inſtructed has Diſciples to expect Oppoſition and 
Diſficulties in the Way lo Heaven, &. 1, Therefore, 
I.] 4 more particular View of them ig taken, as art- 
fing, (1.) From the Remainder, of indwelling Sin, $.q2. 
(2.) From the World, and efpeciaity from former funful 
Compantons, . 3. From the Temptations and Sug- 
geſtions of Satan, &. 4. [II.] The Chriſtian is animated. 
and encouraged by various Conjtderations to oppoſe them: 


particularly, by the Preſence of GOD, t, 
Aids of Chrijt,—<-the Example of others, who tho” 
f2:91e have conquered, — and the Crown of Glory to be 


expefied, 75 5, 6. Therefore, tho* Apoſtacy would be in- 
Hultely fatal, the Chriſtian may preſs on thearfully, §. 7. 
Axcerdingly the Sout alarmed by theſe V 10 repreſent- 
td as committing itſelf to GOD, in the Prayer which 
concludes the Chapter. e 4 


9. 1. W the utmoſt Propriety has our Divine 
Maſter :equired us, to Ariue to enter in at 
tbe firait Gate (a) ; thereby (as it ſeems) imtimating, 
not only that, the paſſage is narrow, but that it is beſet 
wich Enemies; beſet on the Right Hand, and on the 
Left, with Enemies cunning and formidable. And be 


H 2 aflured 


(a) Lake xi. 23. 
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aſſured, O Reader, that whatever your Circumſtances 
In Life are, you muſt meet and encounter them, It wil 
therefore be your Prudence, to ſurvey them attentively 
in your own Reflections, that you may ſee what you are 


tray againſt you, Oh that you may be excited to zate 1 yo! 
yourſelf the whele A1mour of GOD (b), and to acqu Pe 


ions, that you have greatly increaſed their Strength; and 


: ON II IT OS 11 1 


(e) JG. x. 2g. 
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1 The Soul in Danger from indwelling Sin. Chap. 16. 


to expect; and may conſider in what Armour it is ne. 
ceſſary you ſhall be clothed, and with what Weapon 
you mult be furniſhed to manage the Combat. You bi 
have often heard them marſhalled, as it were, under 


TOY t 

Three great Leaders, te Fliſb, the N old, and the Devil; y 
and according to this Piſtribution, I would call you to Di 
conſider the Forces of each, as ſetting themſelves in Ar. 


Jour ſelſ like a Man (c), and a Chriffian! 0 
9. 2. Le r your Conſcience aniwer, whether you do Th 
nor carry about with you à corrupt, and degenerate Na. ** 


ure? You will, I doubt not, feels its Effects. You the 


will feel in the Language of the Apofile, (who ſpeaks Ch. 


of it as the Caſe of Chriſlian them ſelves,) the Feb lul. Ch 
rig against the Spirit, ſo that you will not be able," the 


all Inſtances, to do the Things that you. would (d). Ven Vic 


brought irregular Propenfies into the World along wih tua 
you ; and you have ſo often indulged thoſe ſinful Incline- A0 


ano 
you will find in Conſequence of it, that theſe Habits can- tive 
not be broke thro? without great difficulty. You will, con. 
no doubt, often recollect the ſtrong Figures, in which * 
the Prophet deſcribes a Caſe like yours; and you vil fave 
own, that it is juftly repreſented by that & an #7bio/ar in 
changing his Shin, and the Leopard his Sols (e) It 700 
indeed poſſihle, that you may find ſuch an Edge and per} 
Eagerneſs upon your Spirits, as may lead you to image mar 
that all Oppcſition will immediately fall before you. but Rid 
alas, I tear, that in a little 1ime theſe Enemies, which b. 
ſeemed to be lain at your Feet, will revive, and eco s 
their Weapons, and renew the Aſſault in one Form or , 14 
other. And perkaps your moſt painſul Combats wary IR 
with ſuch as you bad thought moſt eaſy to be yanguiſhed. wa, 
and your greateſt Danger may ariſe from ſome of dhe Exp 
Enemies ircom whem you apprehend the leaſt ; 10 whi 
| 2 155 cr 
b) E ph. vi. 19. le) 1 Cor. xvi. 1g. (d) Gal * 


Chap. W the Oppoftion of the erl. 153 


cularly from Pride, and from Indolence of Spirit; from a 
ſecret Alienation of Heart from Go, and from an Indiſ- 
poſition for converſing with Him, thro? an immoderate 
Attachment to Things ſcen and Temporal, which may be 
oftentimes exceeding dangerous to your Salvation, tho? 
perhaps they be not abſolutely and univerſally prohi- 
bited. In a Thouſand of theſe Inſtances, you muſt learn 
to d:ny yourſelf, or you cannot be Chrif”s Diſciple (f). | 
. 3. You muſt alſo lay your Account, to find great 
Dificulties from the World; from its Manners, Cuſtoms, 
and Examples. The Things of the World will hinder | 
you one Way, and the Men of the World another. 
Perhaps you may meet with much leſs Aſſiſtance in Rel:- 
gion, than you are now ready to expect from Gogd Men, 
The preſent Generation of them is generally ſo cautious - 
to avoid every Thing that looks like Oktentation, and 
there ſeems ſomething ſo inſupportably dreadful in the 
Charge of Enthufiaſm, that you will find moſt of your 
Chriſtian Brethren ſtudying to conceal their Virtue and 
their Piety, much more than others ſtudy to conceal their 
Vice and their Profaneneſs. But while, unleſs your Si- 
tuation be ſingularly happy, you meet with very little 
Aid one Way, you will, no doubt, find great Oppoſition 
another. The Enemies of Religion will be bold and ac- 
tive in their Aſſaults, while many of its Friends ſeem un- 
concerned And one Sinner will probably exert himſelf _ 
more to corrupt you, than Ten Chriſtians to ſecure and 
fave you. They who have been once your Companions 
in Sin, wil try a Thouſand arttul Methods to allure 
you back again to their forſaken Society: Some of them 
perhaps, with an Appearance of tender Fondneſs ; and 
many more by the almoſt irreßſtible Art of Banter and 
Ridicule : That boatted Te/t of Right and Wrong, as it 
ha: been wantonly called, will ve tried upon you, perhaps 
wit10ut any Regard to Decency, or even to common 
Humanity, Vou will be derided and 1niulted by thoſe, 
vioſe Eileem and Affection you paturaily defire ; and 
may find much more Propriety than you imagine, in that 
Expreilion of the Apoſtle, the Trial of cruel Mockings (89.5 
hien lvume fear more than either Sword or Flames. I his 
erlecution of the Tongue you mult expect to go thro”, 


and 


| 3 
(1) Matt. xvi, 24. (8) Heb. xi. 36. 
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144 Satan will Iabour to diſtreſi the Soul, Chap. 16 
and perhaps may be branded asg a Lunatick, for no other 
Cauſe, than that you now begin to Exerciſe your Reaſon 
to Purpoſe, and will not join with thoſe that are deſtrayin 
the ir own Souls, in the wild Career of Folly and Madnck, 
F. 4. Anp it is not at all improbable, that in the 
mean Time Satan may be doing his utmoſt to difcourage 
2 % diſtrefs you. He will, no doubt, raiſe in your Ima- 
gination the moft tempting Idea of the Gratifications, the 
Indulyences, and the Companions, you are obliged to 
forfake; and give you the moſt diſcouraging and terrify. 
ing View of the Difficulties, Severities, and Dangers, 
which are (as he will perſuade you) inſeperabIt from Re. 
!igion. He will not fail to repreſent GOD Hipelf, the 
F2un ain of Goodneſs and Happineſs, as an hard Hal. 
ter, w:.N1 1t is impoſſible to pleaſe, He will perhaps bl! 
you wita the molt diftreſsful Fears, and with cruel and 
irſulent Malice glory over you as his Slave, when he 
knows you are the Lord's Freeman. At one I ime he will 
ſtudy by his vile ſuggeſtions to interrupt you in your 
Duties, as if they gave him an additional Power over 
ycu. At another Lime he will endeavour to weary you 
of your Devotion, by influencing you to prolong it to an 
immoderate and tedious Length, leſt his Power ſhould be 
exerted upon you when it ceaſes. In ſhort, this practiſed 
Deceiver has Artifices, which it would require whole 
Volumes to diſplay, with particular Cautions againf 
each. And he will follow you with malicious Arts and 
Purſuits to the very End of your Pilgrimage ; and will 
leave no Method unattempted, which may be likely to 
weaken your Hands, and to ſadden your Heart, that if 
thro? the gracious Iaterpoſition of Gop, he cannot pte. 
vent your final Happineſs, he may at leaſt impair your 
Peace and your Ulefulneſs, as you are paſſing to it.. 
F. 5 IIS. is what the People of Gop feel ; and 
what you will feel in ſome Degree or other, if you have 
your Lot and your Portion among them. But after all 
be not diſcouraged : CRS is the Captain of your Soi 
'<1n/iox (h). It is delighrful to confider him, under 1813 
View. When we take a Survey of theſs Hoſts of Ene. 
mies, we may lift up sur Head 2midit them all, 40d 
ſay, More and greater, is He that is vit #h oY 
25 4. 
(h) Heb. ii, 20. 
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Chap. 16. Yet has he fil] enougb to encourage bim. 155 
all thoſe that are again us (i). Tra in the Lord, and 
ou will! be like Mhunt Zion, which cannot be removed, 
but abideth for ever k) When your Enemies prets 
upon you, remember you are to fight in the Preſence of 
GOD (i) Endeavour therefore to act a gallant and a 
reſolute Part; endeavour to refit them ſledfaſt in the 
Faith (m). Remember, He can give Power to the Faint, 
and increaſe Strength to them that have no Might (n). 


He bath done it in Ten Thouſand Inſtances already; 


and He will do it in Ten Thoutand more. How many 
Striplings have conquered their gigantick Foes-in all 
their molt formidable Armour, when they have gone 
forth againſt them, tho? but as it were with a Staff and 
a Sling in the Name of the Lord GOD of Ifacl (5)! 
How many Women and Children. have trodden down 
the Force of the Enemy, and out of Weakn:fs have been 


made firong (p) | 


§. 6. Au DsT all the Oppoſition of Earth and Hell, 
look upward, and look forward, and you will feel your 
Heart animated by the View Four General is near: 
He 1s near to aid you: He is near to reward you. When 
you fee] the Tempra'ion ; reſs the hardeft, think of Hm. 
who endured even the Croſs tifelf for your Reſcue. 
View the Forti:ude of your Divine Leader, and endea- 
vour to march on in his Steps. Hearken to His Voice, 
for He proclaims it aloud, Behold, J come quickly, and 
my Reward is with me q): Be thou faithful unto Death, 
and I will give Thee a Crown of Life (r). And On 
how bright will it ſhine! and huw long will its Luſtre 
lan! When the Gems hat adorn the Crowns of Mo- 
narchs, and paſs (inſtructive Though: !} from one Royal 
Head to another thro? ſucceeding Centuries, are melted 
Gown in the laſt Flame, it is @ Crown of Glory which 
f 34:15 not a 80.5 4 N | . 

6. 7. It is 1:deed true, that ſuch as turn afide to 
craked Path:, will be led forth with the Yorkers of Inigui- 
ly (:) to that terrible Execution, which the Divine Juice 


\ 5 85 +a 4 3 r 
()' Rings vi. 16G, (k) Pfal. exxv. x: (Zech. x 5. 
Cut) 1 Pet vag. (n) I tai. x1, 29 (09 Sam X 1. , — 4 
(/) Hb, xt, 34. e e ii, 12. (, Rev. ur 10. 


(55 1 Pct, v. 4 . 2 Flal. CX. 5 


16G The Soul alarmed by theſe Views. ; Chap. 16. 
is preparing for them; and it would have been 547 


ter for them, not to have 25880 the Way of Righteouſneſs, 
than after having hnown it, le turn afide from the Hi 


Commandment $5 But I would, by Divine Grace, 


| hope better Things of you (x). And I mike it my hearty 


Prayer for you, my eder, that you may be Let by the 
mighty Power of GOD, kept as in a Garrifon, on all 


Sides fortified, in the lecureſt aint, th; 6 Faith unto 
Selvation | 5). | | 


The Soul alarmed by a Senſe of theſe Difficulties, committing 
| ſelf to Divine Protection. 


10 LESSED God, it is to Thine Almighty 


„ Power that I flee. Behold me ſurrounded 
«© with Difficulties and. Dangers, and ftretch out Thine 
„% Omnipotent Arm to ſave me; O they that ſaveſt by 
« Thy Right Hand them that put thiir Truft in 1 hee, from 
& rhoje that riſe up againfl them (z). This Day del 
. ſolemnly put myſelt under Thy Protection: Exert 
« Thy Power in my Favour, and permit me to make the 
© Shadow of thy Wings my Refuge (a) Let Thy Grace 
« be ſufficient for ms, and thy Strength be made pat 
«© in my Weakne/s (b). I dare not ſay, I will never 
«& forſake thee ; | will never deny tyee (e) But I hope, 
«+ I can truly ſay, O Lord, I would not do it; and 


** that according to my preſent Apprehenſion and Pur. 


6. pole, Death would appear to me much leſs terrible, 
4 than in any wilful and deliberate Inſtance to offend 
2 Thee. Oh root out thoſe Cerruptious from my Heart, 

** which in an Hour of preſſing Temptation might in- 


es cline me to view Things in a different Light, and ſo 


„„ might betray me into the Hands of the Enemy 
* Strengthen my Faith, O Lord, and encourage my 
Hope! Inſpire me with an heroick Reſolution in op- 
<.. poling every hing that lies in my Way to Heaven; 

and let me t my Face like a Flu (d), againſt all the 

% Aſlaults of Earth and Hell! V Sinnes entice me, let 

** Me vet eonſeit (e) ; j. it they inſuit me, let me not te, 


. gerd 
(u) 2 Pet. ii. 31. (x) Heb. vi 9. + (3) 1 Pet 11. 5 
(-) Pl. xv. 9. ) Pfal. lei, ns. (b) 2 Cor, xu. 9 


(c) Merk xiv. 34J. (4) lia bp. (e) Prov. i 10 


Chap. 16, commits it/elf to GOD in Prayer. 
garde it ; if they threaten me, let me not fear! Rather 
„ may à holy and ardent, yet pradent and well-go- 
« yern:d Zeal, take O: ena from that Malignity of 

Heart which they diſcover, to attempt their Con- 
viction and Reformation ! At leait, let me never be 


66 
ec 
60 
6 
6 


fane Deriders of Religion ! Male me to he ir Foy and 
Gade in my Soul; and [ will eadeavour to teach - 
Tranſerefrs thy Ways, that Sinners may be converted 
unto thee (f)] Yea, Lord, while my Fears cqatinuz, 
tho I ſhould apprehend myſelf cendemaed, I am 
condemned ſo righteouily for my own Folly, that 1 
would be Thine dvocate, tho? againſt myſelf. 


. cs 
6 
cc 
6c 


66 


e let me think, whatever Age or Station [ attain, that 


Jam ſtrong enough to maintain the Combat without 
% Thee ! Nor let me imagine myſelf, even in this In- 
tancy of Religion in my Soul, ſo weak, that Thou 
can't not ſupport me! Wherever Thou leadeſt me, 
there let me tollow ; and whatever Statian thou ap- 
pointeſt me, there let me labour; there let me main= 
tain che Holy War againſt all the Enemies of my 


Salvation, and rather tall in it than baſely abandon 
« it ! 


40 


ce 
c 
60 
ec 
te 


«6 


Peter did, look upon me with tnat M.xture of Majeſty 
and Tenderneſs (h), which may either ſecure me from 


Duty again! And teach me to take Occaſion, even 
trom my Miſcarriages, to humble myſelf more deeply 


for all that bas been amiſs, and to redouble za ay fu- 
ture Diligence and Caution! Amen,” 


(0) Pfal. K. 8, 13. (8) Heb, Xii. 2. / (5 Luke xxii. 61. 


Hs CHAP, 


157 


amamad to plead Thy Cauſe againſt the moſt pro- 


«© Keep me, O Lord, now, and at all Times! Never 


And Thou, 5 glorious 3 the Captain of 
my Salvation, the great Author and Finiſher of my 
Faith (g), when Lam in danger of denying Thee, as 


talling, or may ſpeedily recover me to Gon and my 
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1;8 The Suut is wrged ts ſurrender itſelf, Chap, 17. 


Cc II AP. XVII. 


The CüRISTIAN 3 to, and afſiſted i 


an expreſs Act of StLr- DEDICATION 5 


the Service of GOD. 


7 he A of ſuch a Serre are briefly ſuggeſted, 
9. 1. Ad vice for the Manner of doing it; that it te 
deliberate, chearful, entire, perpetual; F. 2, 3, 4. 
And that it be expreſſed with fome affecting Solemntty, 
5. 5. A written Inſtrument to be ſigned and declared 
b-fore GOD at ſome Seaſon of extraordinary Devotion, 
propoſed, $.6, J. The Chapter concludes with a Sbe— 
cinen of fuch an Inſtrument, together with an Ab ſtrack 
of it, to ve ufed with proper and requiſite Allerations. 


br i. A STI would hope, that notwithſtanding all the 
| Views of Oppoſition which do or may ariſe, 

et in Confideration of thoſe noble Suports and Motives 
which have been mentioned in the Two preceding Chap- 
ters, you are heartily determined for the Service of God, 
1 would now urge you to make a S»/emn Surtender of 
10e, unto it. Do not only form ſuch a Purpoſe in 
your Heart, but expiei-ly declare it in the Divine Pre- 
ſence. Sch Solemnity in the Manner of doing it, is 
certainly very reaſonable in the Nature ef Things; and 
ſore it is highly expedient, for binding to the Lord ſuch 
a treacherous Heart, as we know our own to be, It will 
be pleaſant to reflect upon it, as done at ſuch and ſuch 
me, with ſuch and ſuch Circumitances of Place and 
Method, which may ſerve to ſtrike the Memory and the 
Cenicience. The Senſe of the Vows of GOD which 


gre aw %, Will ſtrengthen you in an Hour of Temp. 


tation; 
| Fg 
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Chap. 17. by qr expreſs A# to the Service of GOD. 139 
tation; and the Recollection may alſo encourage your 
hu:nble Boldneſs and Freedom in applying te Hlim, un- 
der the Oharacter and Relation of your Covenant GOD 


a:d Father, as future Exigeacies may require. 


9 2. Do it therefore, but 4» it deliberately. Conſi-. 
der, what 1t is, that you are to do: And conſider how 


reaſonable it is, that it ſhould be done, and done cordi- 
ally and chearfully ; 2 by Constraint, but willingly (a) e 
For in this Senſe, and in every other, God loves a chear- 
ful Grver b). Now ſure. y there is nothing we ſhould do 
with greater Chearfulneſs or more cordial Content, than 


miking ſuch a Surrender of ourſelves to the Lord; to 
the Gop, who created us, who brought us into this 


pleaſant and well furniſhed World, who ſupported us in 


our tender Infancy, who guarded us in the thoughtleſs 
Pays of Childhood and Youth, who has hitherto con- 


tinually helped, ſuſlained, and preſerved us. Nothing 
can be more reaſonable than that we ſhould acknows 


ledge Him, as our rightful Owner and our Sovereign 


Ruler; than that we ſhould devote ou ſelves to Him, as 
our molt gracious Benefactor, and ſeek Him as our ſu- 
preme Felicity, Nothing can be more apparently equi- 
table, chan that we, the Product ef His Power, and the 
Price of His Son's Blood, ſhould be His, and His for 


ever. If you ſee the Matter in its juſt View, it will be 


the Grief of your Soul, that you have ever alienated 


yourſelf from the Bleſſed Gop and His Service; ſo far 
will you be from wiſhing to continue in that Eſtate of 


Alienation another Year or another Day, you will re- 
Jjoice to bring back to Him His revolsed Creature; and as 


you have in Limes palt yielaled your Members as Instruments 


ef Unrighteouſne/s unto Sin, you will delight to yield yours 
delves unto GOD, as alive from the Dead, and to employ 


Jour Members as Instruments of Righteouſneſs unte GOD, (c). 
$. 3. PAH Surrender will allo be as entire, as it is 
chearful and immediate. All you are, and all you have 


and all you can do, your Time, your Poſſeſſions, your 

Influence over others, will be devoted to Him, that for 

the future It may be employed entirely for Him, and to 

His Glory. You will deſire to keep back nothing from 

Him; but will ſeriouſly' judge, that you are then in che 
| | 11 6 . 
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8 . ines 
(a) 1 Pet. v. 2. (b) 2 Cor, ix. 7). () Rom. vi. 19 
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166 7 may be expedient to do it in Wrinns, Chap, 17, 


trueſt and nobleſt Senſe your on, when you are meff en- 
tircly His. You are alſo on this great Occaſion, to reſign 
all that you have tothe Diſpoſal of His wiſe and graci- 
eus Providence; not only owning His Power, but con- 
ſenting to his undoubted Right, to do what he pleaſes 
with you, and all that he has given you; and declatirg 
a hearty Approbation of all that he has done, and of all 
that he may farther do. . 

. 4. Oncs more, Let me remind you, that this Sur. 
render muſt be perpetual, You multi give yourſelf up to 
Gop in ſuch a Manner, as never more to pretend to be 
your own : For the Rights of God are, like his Nature, 
Eternal and Immutable; and with regard to his Rational 
Creatures, are, the /ame 77 efterday, to D, and for ever, 

§. 5 Iwovr p farther adviſe and urge, that this De- 
dication may be made wi all prible Solexmnily. Do it 


 inexprejs Words, And perhaps, it may be in many Caſes 


moſt expedient, as many pious Divines have recom- 
mended, to do it 7 Writing. Set your Hand and Seal 


to it, thatan ſuck a Day of ſuch” a Month and Year, 


„ and at ſuch a Place, on full Conſideration and feri- 
© ous Reflection, you came to this happy Rejolition, that 


„ whatever others might do, yeu would ſerve 15 Lord (p).“ 


5. 6. Sven an Iafrumen, you may, if you pfeaſe, 
draw up for yourſelf; or if you rather chuſe to haie it 
drawn up to your Hand, you may find ſomeching of this 


Nature below, in whieh you may eaſily make ſuch Al- 


tera"tons as ſhall ſuit your Circumſtances, where there is 
any Thing peculiar in them. But whatever you ule, 
aveigh it well, meditate attentively upcn i-, that you 
may wot be raſh evith your Mouth to urter any Thing le- 


Joe GOD (e) And when you determine to execute i! 
Inge rumei t, let the Tranſaction be attended with fome 


mere than ordinary Religious Retirement, Make it, if 
you conveniently can, a Day of Secret Falting and 
Prayer: And when your Heart is prepared with a be- 
coming Awe of the Divine _Majetty, with an humble 
Confidence in his Goodne's, and an earneſt Deſire of 


His Favour, then preſent yourſelf on your Knees before 


Gop, and ad it over deliberately and ſolemnly ; and 


hes you have Sgned ir, Ly it by in ſome ſecure Place, 


where 
(d) Joſh. XAiv, 15. | (e) Ecclef,. V. 3. - 


”Y 


Chap. 17. Au „ dns e as proper for it. 164 
where you may review it whenever "you , pleaſe ; and. 
make it a Rule with yourſelf to che it, if poſſible, at 
certain Seaſons of the Year, a yo may keep op the 
Remembran-.e of it. | 

- Ar leaſt take this Courſe, till you fee yout 
w. iy clear to the Table of the Lord, where you are to re- 
new the ſame Covenant, and te ſcat i, with more af, 
fectiag Solemnities. And Gop grant that you may be 
enabled to keep it, and in the whole of your Conver- 
ſation to walk according toit! May it be an Anchor to 
your Soul in every Temptation, and a Cordial to ic in 
every Affliction! May the Recollection of it embolden - 
your addreſſes to the Throne of Grace now, and give 
additional Strength to your departing Spirit, in a Con- 
 ſciouſneſs that it is aſcending to ycur Covenant Gop 
and Father, and to that gracious Redeemer, whoſe 
Power and Farnhtulneſs will eue keep Wat you como 
mit to Him unto that Dig WET: !/ 


45 Example f Sx1 F-DEDICAT!ON, or 4 gelen Fw of 
| reue: wing our Covenant ⁊o th G OD, 

wx OO TERNAL and onchangeable 1 f Thou 
| great Creator of Heaven and Earth, and 
'« adorable Lord of Angels and Men! I defire, \ with the 
deepeſt Humiliation "and Abatement of Soul, to fall 
down at this Time in thine awful Prefence ; and 
earneſtly pray, that Thou wilt penetrate my very 
Heart with a ſuitable Senſe of Thine unutterable and 
inconceivable Glories ! 

© Irembling may jutily take bold «pon me (g), when 
La ſiaſul Worm preſume to lift up my Head to Thee, 
preſume to appear in Thy Majeſtick Preſence on ſuck 
an Occaſion as this. bo am 1, O Lord GOD, or 
what is my Houſe (h)? What is my Nature or De- 
icent, my Character and Deſert, that I ſhould ſpeak 
of this, and deſire that I may. be one Party in a 
Covenant, where thou, he Kring of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, art the other | 1 5:ujp, and am con- 
founded, even to mention it before Thee. But, O 
Lord, great as is Thy Mejeny, ſo allo is Th Mercy. 


40 {f 
(0 2 Tim, i. 12. (3) Job xx. 6. (00 2 Sam. v vii. 18. 


10 


4 4 * 


ü 182 A folemn Form Us Self Dedication, | Chap. 15. 


If, Thou wilt hold Converſe with any of Thy Crea- 
tures, Thy ſoperlatively exalted Nature mult. ſtoop, 
+ muſt ſtsoß infinitely low. And I know, that in and 
re thro' Jeſus, the Son of, thy Love, Thou condeſcend. 


t eſt to vitic ſinful Mortals, and to allow their Approach 
cc 


„ ard that Thou haſt graciouſly ſent to propole it to 


cc 


« to form it, or inclined to embrace it, even when 


« actoally propoſed. 

To thee therefore do I now come, invited by the 
Name of tay Son, and truſting in His Kighteonſneſs 
and Grace. Laying myſelf at Thy Feet with Shame 
and Con uſion of Face, and ſmiting upon my Breaſt, I 
« ſay with the Humble Publican, GOD te merciful to 
« me a Sinner (it)! J acknowledge, O Lord, that I 
« have been a preat Tranſgreſſor. My Sins hav reach. 
« et unto Heaven (k), and mine Iniquities are lifted up 
4% 4119 the Skies (1). The irregular Propenſities of my 
60 l and degenerate Nature have, in Ten Thou- 


(* 


« fand aggrayated Inſtances, wrought 70 bring forth 


& Fruit unto Death (m). And if Thou ſhouldſt be ſtrict 
«© to mark mine Offences, I muſt be filent under a Load 
« of Guilt, and immediately fink into Deſtruction. But 
« Thou hatt graciouſly called me. to return unto T hee, 
« tho? I have been a wandering Sheep, a prodigal Son, 
« a backfliding Child (u). Behold therefore, O Lord, 
« come unte Thee, 1 come, convinced not only of 
« my Sin, but of my Folly, I come from my very 
Heart aſhamed of myſelf, and with an Acknowledg- 


% ment in the Sincerity and Humility of my Soul, that 


« have played the Fool, and have erred exce: dingly (o). 
4 am co. founded myſelf at the Remembrance of theſe 
«« Things : But be Thou merciful to my Unrighteoujucſs, 
% and de not remember againſt me my Sins, and my Tranſ- 
« oreſſions (p)] Permit me, O Lord, to bring back unto 
« Thee thoſe Powers and Faculties, which I have 
„ ungratefully and ſacrilegiouſly alienated from 'Thy 


4 Service; 
(i) Luke xviii. 13. ) Rev; xviii. 5. () Jer. li. g. 
en) Rom. viii. Fin n) Jer. iii. 23. (09 1 99s xxvi. 21. 
(p) Heb. i. 18. 


to Ihe, and their Covenant Intercourſe with Thee: 
«© Nay, 1 know, that the Scheme and Plan is Thine own, _ 


us; as none untaught by Thee would have been able 


Chap. 17. 27 whicd the Covenant may be renetued“ 163 


446 
as 
17 


«> 


+ Bleiled Gon, it is with the vtmoſt Sober that 


N. 
# , 


* 


& 


Service; agd receive, I beſcech Thee, thy poor re- 
völted Create Wo 15 noi mvinced of thy Right 


to him, and deſires nothing in the hole World 19 
mu h, as to be Thine! 


& | make this Surr nder of my/el/ unto Thee. Hear, 


ci 
70 
T 
66 
6s 

'T 

11 


oe 


6% 


40 


O Heaven, and gi ve Ear 0 Earth: I awteuch the 


Lird this Day to be my GOD (q; and I avonch and 
diclare myſe!f this Dav, to be ove of His Covenant- 
Children and People, Hear, O Thou Gop of Hea- 
ven, and record it in h Pook of thy Remembrance (r), 
that henceiorth I am Ihiue, ent; Wine. I would 
not merely conſecrate unto Thee fome of my Powers, 
or ſome of my Potfefions ; or give thee a certain 
Proporuon of my Services, or all I am capable of for 


a limiced Time; but 1 would be wholly Thine, and : 


1hine for ever. From this Day do 1 ſolemaly re- 
nuance all the former Lords which habe had Domixi- 
o over me (s), every Sie and every Luſt; and bid, in 
Ihy Name, an Eternal Defianse to the Dn of 
Hell, which have moſt unjuſtly uſurped the Empire 
over my Soul, and to all the Corruętions which their 
fatal Temptations nave introduced into it. The whole 
Frame of my Nature, all the Faculties of my Mind, 

and all the Members of my Body would i preſent de⸗ 
fore Thee this Day, as a hiuing Sacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable unto GOD, which I know to be my moſt rea- 


„ joxable Serviie it), To Thee 1 conſecrate all my 


worldly Pell tons In thy Service I deſire to ſpend 


al the Remainder of my Time upon Earth, and beg 


1hou wouldſt inſtruct and influence me, ſo that, whe- 
ther my Abode here be longer or ſhorter, every Year, 
and Month, every Day and Hour, may be uſed in ſuch 


a Manner as ſhall mott effectually promote thine Ho- 


nour, and ſubſerve the Schemes oi thy wiſe and gra- 
cious Providence. And I carneitly pray, that what» 
ever Iyfluence Thou givelt me over others, in any of 
the ſuperior Relations of Life in which I may Rand, 


or in Confequence of any peculiar Regard which may 


be paid to me, Thou woulat give me Strength and 


oh Coura 2 


(4) Deut. xxvi. 17. 60 Mal. ili. 16. (5) Iſai, XXVI. 13. 
{:) Rom, xit, 1. | | 


— 


164 e folemn Shih of ge Hf. Dedication, | Chap. 17. 


Courage to exert myſelf to the atmolt, for I Glory: | 


„ Reſolving not only that I will myſelf do it, bur that . 


„all others, ſo far as gan rattonally and properly in- 
&« fluence them, ſp2l ſe ue the Lord (u). In this Courſe, 
% O Bleſſed Gov, would I ſteadily perſevere to the very 


«© E fof my Life; earneſty praying, that every future 


& Day of it may ſupply the Deficiencies, and correct 
„ the Irregularities of the former; and that | may by 
% D vine Grace be enabled, not only to hold on in that 
«© happy Way, but daily to grow more active in it! 


Nor do only conſecrate all that J am, and have, 
0 


A Fe 


c 


ſub mit zo hne holy and Sewereign Will, my ſelf, and 
« all that I can call mine. I leave, O Lord, to Thy 


„ Management and Direction, all I poſſeſs, and all I 


« with ; and ſet every Evjoyment and every Iatereſt be- 


to Toy Servite ; but | alſo moſt humbly refign, and 


« fore Thee, to be diſpoſed of as thou pleaſeſt. Con- 


% tjnue or remove, what thou haſt given me; beltow, 


or refaſe, what I imagine I want, a hon, Lord, 
«« ſpalt feegood! And tho? [ dare not ſay, I will never 
„ repine ; yet I hope I may venture to ſay, that I will 
labour, not only to ſubmit, but ze acquie/ce 3 not only 
% to bear what Thou doeſt in thy moſt afflictive Dif- 
«« penſations, but zo conſort to it, and Jo praiſe Thee for it; 
„ contented!y relolving, in all that Thou appointelt for 


cc 


« me, my Will into Thine, and looking on myſelf a 


ec Nothing, and on Thee O God, as the great Eternal 
« ALL, whoſe Word ought to determine every, Thing, 


and whoſe Government ought to be the Joy of the 


„ whole Rational Creation. 35 
* Uſe me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, as the Iaſfru. 

& ment of thy Glory; and honour me ſo far, as, either 
by doing or ſuffering what Thou ſhalt appoint, to 
« bring ſome Reyenue of Praiſe to Thee, and of Bene- 
« fir co the World in which I dwell! And may it pleaſe 
„ Thee from this Day forward, to number me among 
« Lhy peculiar People, that I may no more be a Stranger 
and Foreigner, but a Fellow-Citizen with the Saints, 
and of the Houlhold of GOD (W)! Receive, O Hea- 
+ venly Father, Thy returning Prodigal! Waſh me in 
«« the blood of thy dear Son; clothe me with his per- 
fect Righteouſnefs ; and ſanctify me throughout wy 
| | — "60" (hs 

(u) Joſh. xxiv. 15. () Eph. ii. 19. 


« 


7 
1 


cc 
10 


6% 


| (R) Pſal. iv. 6, 7 


Dime, and in what Manner Thou pleaſeſt: | 
grant that in my dying M ments, and in the near 
Profpetts of Erernity, I may remember theſe my En- 


- 


Ehay. 17. by woech the Covenant may be renewed. 165 


tie Power of Thy Spirit! Deitroy, I beſeech Thee, 


more and more the Power of Sin in mine Heert ! 


'ransiorm me more into Fhine own Image, and 


ſalhion me to the Relemblance of Jeu, whom hence-. 
tor vard I would acknowledge as my Teacher and 
Saerifice, my Inrercefſor and my Lord | Communi- 


cite to me, | b-ſeech Thee, all needfu} Influences of 


Thy parifying, Thy cheariog, and Thy comforting 
« Soirit! And if up that Light of Toy Countenanc? upon 
de. %hich vill put the ſuvlimeit Foy and Gladnae/s 


tte my Soul (x), } 


„ VYiſpoſe my Affairs, O Gov, in a Manner which 


m y ve moſt ſubſervient to Thy Glory and my own 


crueit Happineſs ; and when I have done and borne 


Thy Will upon Earth, call me from hence at what 
Only 


gagements to Thee, and may emp'oy my lateſt Breath 


in hy Service! And do thoy, Lord, when thou 


ſeeſt the Agonies of diſſolving Nature upon me, 78- 


* member this Covenant too, even tho* | ſhould then be 


incapable of recollecting it! Look down, O my hea- 


venly Father, with a picying Eye upon Day languiſh- 


ing, Thy dying Child: place [h:ae E erlaſting Arms 


underneath me for my Support; put Strength and 


Confidence into my departing Spirit; and receive it 
to the Embraces of thine Everlaſting Love ! Wel- 
come it to the Abodes of them that /lzep in Feſus (y). 
to wait with them that glorious Day, when the laſt 


of Thy Promiſes to Thy Covenant People ſhall be 
fulfilled in their triumphant Reſurrection, and that 
abundant Entrance, which ſhall be adminifered to them. 
into that Everlaſting King:lom (z), of which Tnou 


hait aſſured them by thy Covenant, and in the 


tlope of which I now lay held on it, deliring to live 


and to die, as with mine Hand on that Hope! 


0 


* And when I am thus numbered amoog the Dead, 
and ail the Intereſts of Mortality are over with me 
for ever, if this ſolemn Me arial ſhould chance to fall 
into the Hands of any /urviving Friends, may 4 

. ; © the 


(y) 1 Theft, iv. 14. I (:) 2 Pet. 1. 12. 


it be 


# 


166 An 45 id. emen: of the preceding « Chap. 17 == 
©« the Mens of making ſerious Imprettions on their 0 
Mind! May they read it, not only as my Language, | 
but as their own; and learn to fear the Lord my GOD, 


„and with me ts pat their Truft under the Shadow of 1 
His Wings tor Time and for Eternity! And may they 
'* alfolearn to adore with me that Grace, which in- 
+ clines our Hearts to enter into the Covenant, and con- p 
«« deſcends to admit us into it when ſo inclined ; af- ! 
5 cribing with me, and with all the Nations of the Re- - 
% deemed, zo the Fatber, the Son, and the Holy GH,, 0 
„ that Glory, Honour, and Praiſe, which is fo jultly | 
due to each Divine Perſon, for the Part Ho bears in p 
$6 this illuſtrwus Work! „ a 
V. B. For the Sake of thoſe who may thiok the pre- f 
ceding Form of Self-Dedication too long to be tran. 4 
 feribed. (as it is probable many will,) Ihave at 
the Deſire of a muck eſteemeo Friend, added the « 
following Abridgmen; of it, which ſhould by all £1 


Means be attentively weighed in every Clauſe, be- 
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f 
fore it is executed; and any Word or Phraſe 0 
which may ſeem liable te Exception, changed, that F 
the whole Heart may conſent to tall, = 
oy 
„Eternal 4 ever-bleſſed Gow! I defire to preſent 4 
 *© myielf before Thee, with he deepeſt Hn mi 1a0n 
and Abafement of Soul; ſenible how zx4awrby ſuch : 
* a ſinful Worm is, to appear before the Holy Majelly "Wh - 
« of Heaven, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and 
** elpecially on fuch an Occaſion as this, even to enter 
into @ Covenant Tranſa:lion with Thee. But the 
% Scheme, and Plan, is Ine own. Thine infinite 
*« Condeſcenſion hath offered it by Thy Son, and + by | 
0 Grace hath inclined my Heart to accept of it. . 
Va I come therefore, acknowledging myleif to haue 
| « been a great Offender ; /miting upan my Breaf! , and /ay- 80 
1 ing with the humble Publicax, GOD be mer ciſul to me 
1 5 L, I come invited by the Name of I hy Son, 
. « and wholly trutting in His perfect Righreouſneſs ; in- 
9 treating that for 11 s Sake Th u wilt be mei ciful 0 ; 
H & my Unrighteouſnrſs, and wilt no more remember my. Sin. Wl « 
8 Kecelye, I belcech I hee, 1hy revolted Creature, 


66. Wbe 


— 


Chap. 1 Form of Self- Dedication, Eh) Ao, 167 
ho is now convinced of Thy Right to him, and de- 
'\ res nothing ſo much as that he may be Thine ! 


«© This Day do I, with the utmoſt Solemnity, uren 


1 der myſelf to Thee, I reaoanee all former Lords that 


all that Tam, anal that I hahe; the Faculties of my 
„Mind, the Members of my Body, my woridly Poſſeſ- 

tons, my Time, and my Influence over others ; to 
be all uſed entirely for 15 Glory, and reſolutely em- 
ployed in Obedience to thy Commands, as long as 
Thou continueſt me ia Life; with an ardent Deiire 
and humble Reſolution to continue Ibiue, thro? all the 


atientive Poſture to oblerve the firit lulimations of 


and Joy, to the immediate Execution of it. 


« io thy Direction alſo Lreſign myſelf, and all Iam . 


and have, to be % fed of by Thee in ſuch a Minner, 
„“ as Thou ſhalt in Thine infinite Wifdom judge moſt 

© ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of thy Glory. To Thee 
„ | leave the Management of all Events, and ſay with- 
% ont Reſerve, No? my Mill but I biue be done; rejoicing 
With a loyal Heart in Thine unlimited Government, 


Creation. © | | | 

Lie me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, as an [»/frument 
* of Thy Service! Number me among Thy peculiar 
+6 People ! Let me be waſhed in the Blood of Thy gear 


„ Son ! Let me be cloathed with His Righteouſneſs! | 
„Let me be ſanctified by His Spirit! Transform me 


more and more into Hi: Image! Im part to me, thro! 
© Him, all needful Influences of Thy purifying, chear- 
«« ing, and comforting Sri! And ler my Life be 
* ſpent under thoſe Influences, and in the Light of Thy 
_* gracious Countenance as my Father and my God} 

+ 4nd when the folemn Hour of Death co:nes, may 
remember this thy CoviNAST, well ordered in 
all i bings, and ſure, as all my Salvation, and all my 
De/ire (a), tho? every other Hope and Enjoyment is 


© Thy 


(a) 2 Sam, «xiii, 5. 


_—_ : 
— 
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ave hai Dominion aber me ; and l conſecrate | 
have has D and I conſecrate to Thee 


endless Apes of Eteraity: Ever holding myſelf in an 


Thy Will, and ready to ſpriag forward, with Zeal. 


% as what ouzht to be the Delight of the whole Rational 


 perilhing ; And do Thou, O Lord, remember it too 4 
% Look down with Pity, O my Heavenly Father, on 


— ——6— — : — — 
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169 4 Formof tef f-Dedicatim, Chap. 37. 


7 2 
5 « Thy languiſhing dying Child! Embrace me in bine 
| a E-ucrlafting Arms ! Part Streogth and Confidence | 11 
1 % my departing Spirit! And receive it to the Ab des of 
1 * them that ſleep in feſus, peaceſuily, and joyfuily to oh 
. „wait the Accompliſhment of ½% great Promiſe to all 5 
„% ay People, even that of a glorious Reſurrection. and 
© of eternal Happineſs i in thine Heavealy Preſence !— 
« And if any Jur viving Fricud ſhould, when J am in the 
% Dult, meet with his Memorial of my folemn Trapſ- 
actions with thee, may he. make the Engagement bis 
4 gzvn; and do thou graciouſly admit him to partake O 
„ in all the Bleſfings of Thy CovenanrT, thro? 7% 
« the great Mediator of it; to whom with Thee, O 
% Father, and thy Holy $pirit, be Everlaſting Praiſes T 
% afcribed, by all the Millions, who are thus ſaved by 
4% thee, and by all thoſe other Celeſtial Spirits, in 
„% whoſe Work and Bleſſedneſs thou ſhalt call them to 
« ſhare! Amen,” 
Na 
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Of entering into Church Communion by an 
Attendance upon the Lonp's SUPPER. 


Toe Reader, Jeter already ſuppoſe 4 „ Raw ani of into Co- 
venant with GOD, 1.1. Is unge publickly to feal that 
Eagagement at the T able of the Lord: $.2. (.) From 
a View of the Ends for which that Ordinance was infli- 
tuted; & 3 l hence its Uſefulnrfs 1s fir ongly inferred, 
$ . And, (2.) From the Authority of Chriſt's Appoint- 
ment; which is folcmnly preſſed on the Conſcience, Y. 5. 
04; 4 from Ap pi ebenſious of Unfitneſe, 6. Weaks 

os of Crate, &c. bri-fly anſwered, $ 7. At lea, 
ſerious 1 ule on this Fubfect is abſolutely inffled 
uon, & 8. Te (.bapter is cloſed with a Prayer for one, 
who defires "a attend, yet Re” 5 bel, preſſed with re. 
maining Doubts. 


— 


F. 1. F HOPE, this Chapter will find you a a woll ; 
& expreis Conſent become one of God's Cove- 
nant People, ſolemaly and cordially devoted to His Ser- 
vice: And it is my hearty Prayer, that the Covenant 
you have made on Earth may be ratifed in Heaven. 
But for your farther lniiruction and Edification give me 
leave to remind you, that or Lord feſus Chrift hath ap- 
pointed a peculiar Manner of expreſing our Regard to 
Him, and of ſolemniy renewing our Covenant with Him; 
which, tho? it does not forbid any other proper Way of 
doing i it, mutt by no means be ſet ahde, or neglected, 
for any Human Methods, how Hrvgent. and expedient, 
ſoever they may appear to us. 
b. 2. Cur Lokp has wiſely ordained, that the Ad. 
vantages of Society ſhould be brought into Religion; and 
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170 
ae by his Command profefling Chriſtians aſſemble toge- 


The Covenant hall . pub 2 fealed ; Chap, 18, 


ther for other Acts of puli-k Worſhip, ſo he has been 
pleaſed to inflitute a Sc Ordinance, in which a whole 
Aſſembly of them is to come, to his Table, and there 
to eat the ſome Broad, and arink the jame Cup. And this 


they are to do, as a Token of the:r affectionate Remem- 


brance of Nis dying Love, of their ſolemn Surrender of 
themſelves to Gob, and of their fincere Love lo one ned 3 


| and to all their Fellow Chr i7Ans. 


Tu ar thele are indeed the great Ends of the 
Lord's ee, I thall not now ſtay 10 a:gue at large. You 


need only read what the Apoflle Paul hath written in the 


Tenth and El:wenth Chapters of his Fir/? Efift.e to the 
Corinthians, to convince you fully of this. He there 


expreſsly tells us, that ow Lord commanded the Bread 15 


be eaten, and the Wine to be drank, in Rememb once of 
Him (a), or as a Commenioration or Memorial of Him: 
fo that as often as we attend this laäſtitution, 2 we he to 


Forth our Lord's Death, which we are to do even until He 


come (b). And it is particularly aiſerted, that tbe Cup 
is the New Teſtament in his Bleod (e); that is, it is a 
Scale, that Covenant which was rat fied by his Blood. 
Now it is evident, that in Conſequence of this, we are 
to approach it witha View to that Covenant, defiring 


its Bleſſings, and reſolving by Divine Grace to comply 


With its Demands. On the whole, therefore as the 
Apoſte ſpeaks, we have Communion in ihe Body, and the 
Blood of Chriſ (d), and partaking of his Table aud of 
his Cup, we converſe with Chrif, and join ourſelves to 
Him as his People; as the Heahens in their idolatrous 
Rites, had Communion with their Deities, and joined 
themſelves to them; and the Jews by eating their 
\ $acrifices, converſed with IE novan, and joined them- | 

felves to him. He farther reminds them, that % many,” 
they were one Bread and one Body, being all Partaters 
of that one Bread (e), and being all made to drink into 
one Spirit (f) ; that is, meeting together as if they were 
but one Family, and joining in the Commemoration of 
that one Blood which was their common Ranſom, und 
. their Lord Jeſus their common Head. Now it Shel 
| dent, 
(e) Ver. ” 

(f) 2 Cor. xii. 


| (b) Ver. 266. 


. Cor. xi. 4 * | 
te) 1 Cor. x, 17. 


(a) Cor. x. 6. 


Chap. 18. Gy an Attendance on the Lord's Table, 171 
dent, all, theſ= reaſonings are equally applicable to 
Chriſtians in ſucceeding Apes, Permit me therefore, 
by the Authority of our Divine Maler, to preis upon 
you the Obſervation of this Precept. _ 

$44. AN let me alſo unge it, from the apparent 
Tendency which it has to promote your true Advantage. 
You are ſe:tirg out in the Chratian Lite; and I have re- 
minded you at large, of the Q->poſfico» you mutt expect 
to meet with in it It is the Love of Chrit which mutt 
animate you to break thro! ail What then can be 
more defirable than to bear about wich vou a lively 
Senſe of it ? and what can awaken thai Senſe mire than 
the Contemplation of his Death as there tepreſented ? 
Who can behold % Bread brok n, nd the Hine poured 
out, and not reflect how the Body of the B ell-d Nut 
was even Hrn in Pieces by his Sufferings and his ſacred 
Blud poured forth like Water on the rund? Who can 
think of the Heart rending Agonies of the Sun of Gow. 
as the Price of our ?edempti'n and Salvation, and not 
feel his 0gul mel.ed with Tender, and inflamed with 
grateful Affection“ What an ex lt d View doch it give 
us of the Bleſſings of ihe Gojper 1 'ovenant, when we 
conlider it as eftablifbed in the Bluoa of GOD's on be- 
gotten Sen? And when we make our Apor uach to Son 
a: our Heaveniy Father, an give up ou ſſelves to his 
Service in this {. Jemn Manner, what eu wtul Teadency 
has it, to fix the Cunvictiin hat w are not our own 
being bought with ſuch @ Price (yz) nat a Tendency 
has it, to guard us againit every Temptaiion to thoſe 
Sins which we have fo tolemuly r:nuun.ed, aud to en- 
gage our Fidelity to Him to whom we have bound our 
Souls as with an Oath ? Well may our Hearts be knit 
tozctbey in mutual Love (h), wien we confider ourſelves 
aSorein Chrift (i): His Blood becomes the Cement of 
the Society, joins us in Spirit, not only to each other, 
but to all that in evay Place call upon the Name of / ſus 
Clrift our Lord, both theirs and eurs (K): And we an- 
ticipate, in pleaſing Hope, that Bleſſed Day, when the 
Aſſembly ſhall be compleat, and we ſhall ail be for ever 
with the Lord (1). Well may theſe Views engage us to 
fe) 1 Cor ST h) Col e HO 
7) 1 Cor; vi. 1 - \- I. 2. „ni. 
71 Cor. i. 3. 97 20. 602 beſſ. iv. 13. oP 29 
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172 T he doing it is preßed upon the Conſcience, Chap 18, 


9 Che 
| deny owr/elves, 2 to take np our Croſs to folloau our cru. Wl 
"8 cified Mafeer (m) + Well may they engage us to do pur NEE 
1 utmoſt by prayer and all other ſuitable Endeavours, to fore 
14 ſerve his Followers and his Friends; to ſerve thoſe Has 
"= whom he hath. purchajed with his Blood, and who are to Cere 
1 be his Aſſociates, and ours, in the Glones of an happy C97: 
'% | 9 Nan 
+ &. 6. Ir is alſo the expres Inhitution and Comin of cu'a 
ot our Biefſed Redeemer, that the Members of ſuch Sccie- you 
| ties ſhould be tenderly ſolicitous for the ſpiritual Welfaie tore 
1 of each other: And that, on the whole, his Churches and 
. may be kept pure and holy, that they ſhould evizhdraw Wähle 
„ themſelues from every Brother that walked diferderiy (n); ceti, 
1 that they fhould mark ſuch as cane Offences or Scandals the 
1 among them, contrary to the Ded riue which they have MOU 
1 learned, and avoid them (0) ; ; that if any obey not the Word Ach 
5 of Chriſt by his Apofiles ; they ſhould have no Feliouyhip © 5 a 
# or Communion with Reb that they may be aſpamed p); 2 
4 that chey ſhould zer eat with /uch, as are notoriouſly ir- FRE: 
* regular in their Behaviour, but on the contrary, ſhould Si 
. pus away from among themſelves ſuch wicked Perſons (d) * 
iJ It is evident therefore, that the Inſtitution of ſuch Soci- 6 95 
4 eties is greatly for the Honour of Chriſtianity, and for 3 
* the Advantage of its particular prefeſſors. And con- 2 
ſiquently, every Conſideration of Obedience to our . 0 
A common Lord, and of prudent Regard to cur own Be- * 
b nefit and that of our Brethren, will require, that thoſe "Wis 
| Who le ve ow Lord Tefus Chrift in Sincerity, ſhould enter My 8 
11 into them, aud aſſemble among them in theſe their mot a ao 
B ſolemn and peculiar Acts of Communion at his Table. es 
s $. 6. I 1XTREAT ycu therefore, and, if I may pre- Bb 
S -  ſeme to ſay it, in his Name, and by his Authority 1 This 
ane it on your Conſcience, that this Precept of our "ey 
i} dying Lord go not, as it were, for nothing with you; 8 
1 but that, if you indeed love bim, you heep this, as well au 
iq as the reſt of bis Commandments.—] know you may M | 
Fo be ready to form Objections. I have elſewhere debated Re. 
2 many of the Chicf of them at large, and I hope, not "ia 
without ſome good Effect“. The, great Queſtion wo lty « 
whic 
im) Matt. xi. 24. (x) 2 The, iii. 6. (o) Rom, XV, 7, . = 


* Theſl. 1 ili. 14. (g) 1 Cor. v. 11, 13- 


Set the Fourth of wy Sermon to young Perſon 


4 4 


i * 


Chap. 18. and the Oljefions to it briefly anſiored. 173 
which relates to your | being prepared for a worthy A en- 
ance And in Conjunction with what has been ſaid be- 
fore, I think that may be brought to a very ſhort Iſſue. 
Have you, fo far as you know your own Heart, been itn - 
cere in that deliberate Surrender of your/elf to GOD, thro! 
Chi, which | recommended in the former Chapter? If 
you have, (whether it were with or without the parti- 18 
cular Form or Manner of doing it there recommended.) 1 
you have certainly taten hold of the Covenant, and there- | 
fore have a right to the Seal of it. And there is not, 
and cannot be any other View of the Ordinance, in 
which you can have any farther O5jeQion to it. If you 
deſire to remember Chriſi's Death, it you defre to renew 
the Dedication of yourſeif to Gov thro? Him, if you 
would liſt yourſelf among His People, if you would 
love them and do them Good according to your Abili- 
ty, and, on the whole, would not allow yourſelf in the 
Fractice of any one known Sin, or in the Omiſſion of 
one known Duty, then I will venture confidently to lay, 
not only that you may be welcome to the Ordinance, 
but that it was inſtituted for ſuch as you. a 
F. 7. As for other O5jc&ions, a few Words may ſuf- 
hce by Way of Reply. The Weakneſs of the Religious 
{rirciple in your Soul, if it be really implanted there, 
15 fo far from being an Argument againſt your ſeeking 
fuck a Method to ſtrengthen it, that it rather ftrongly 
inforces the Neceſſity of deing it.——The Neglect of {9s 
601-7112, by fo many that call themſelves Chri#ians, 
ſhould rather engage you ſo much the more to diſtinguiſh 
Your Zeal for the Inſtitution, in this ReſpeR ſo much 
'\ghted and injured. —— And as for the F-ars of Aggra- 
voting Guilt in Caſe of Abeſlacy, do noc indulge them. 
This may, by the Divine Bleſſing, be an effectual Re- 
medy againſt the Evil you fear; and it is eertain, that 
alter what you mult already have known and felt, before 
ou could be brought into yoar preſent Situation, (on the 
Duppoſitions | have now been making,) there can be no 
oom to think of a Retreat; no Room, even for the 
wretched Hope of being'iefs miſerable than the Genera- 
lity of thoſe that have periſhed. Your Scheme therefore 
mußt be, to make your Salwation as fare, and to malte 
a 2:05 às poſſible; and I know not any Appoint- 
| | Y e | ment, 
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174 A Prayer for one, who defires to attend. Chap. 18. 
ment of our blefied Redeemer, which may have a mote 
comfortable Aſpect upon that bleited End, than this 


which | am recommending to you. 


$. 8. Ones Thing I would at leaſt infit upon, and | 
ſee not with what Face it can be denied. I mean, that 
you ſhould take this Matter into a ſerious Confideratian 1 
That you ſhould diligently enquire, *<* "whether you 
«© have Reaſon in your Conſcience to believe, 1 it is che 


* Wall of Gor you ſhould ncw approach to the Or; 


% dinance or not:“ And that you ſhould continue 
our Reflections, your Enquiries and your Prayers, till 
you find farther Encouragement to come, if that En- 
couragement be hitherto wanting. For of. this be af- 


ſured, that a State in which you are on the whole onfit 


to approach this Ordinailce, is a State in which yeu are 


deſtitute ef the necefiary Preparations for Death and 


Heaven; in which therefore, if you would not allow 


yourſelves to ſlumber on the ! rink o Deſtruction, you: 


ought not to reſt to much as one ungle Day. 


A Praves /or one, eh9 earneſtly. defires to approach the: 


| Table of the Lord, yet has ſeme rema: ning Debts con- 
cer 108 his Right to that folems: Ordinance. 


2 LESSED LORD, I adore thy wife and gra- 
„ C1OUS Appointments, jor the Edification of 1 
© Church in Holinets and in Love. I thank Thee, that 


lou halt commanded Thy Servants, to form them- 


*« {elves into Societies; and I adore my gracious Saviour, 
* who hoch in/cizuted, as with His det Breath, tbe 
« holy Solemnity of His Supper, to be thry? all Agts 4 
77 Mecmerial of Hig &ving Love, and a Bend of that Union 
„ which it is His dovereign Pleaſure that His People 
% ſhould preſerve. | hope, I hou, Lord, art Wineſ⸗ 
to the dincerity, with which I defire to give IN 
* xp to, Thee; and that I may call Thee to recerd e 
« ziy Soul, that if I now he fitzte abcut this particular 
„ Manner of doing it, it is not becauſe I would alloy 
„ myſelt to break any of Thy Conan ands; or 10 flight 
% any of Thy Favours. 1 uuſt 1 hou knoweſt that 
«« my preſent Delay aries cly from my Uncertainty 45 


« to my mon and a Fear of profaning , Holy ;Thing! 
6 b 


Chap. 18. Eu, yet has ſome remaining Doublis. 175 9 
by an wn7vorthy Approach to them. Yet ſurely, © _< if 

Lord, if thou halt given me a Reverence for Thy 
Command, a Defre of Communion with Thee, and 

a Willingneſs to devote myſelf wholly to Thy Service, 

may regard it as a Token for Good, that Thou art 
di{poled to receive me, and that I am not wholly un- 

qualified foran Ordinaace, which I ſo. highiy honour, 

and ſo earneſtly defire, TI therefore make it my hum- 
„ble Requeſt unto Thee, O Lord, this Day, that 
Ihou wouldſt graciouſly be pleaſed to inflrutt me in 

my Duty, and to teach me the Way which I fhuld 

„ take, Examine me, O Lord, and prove me, try my Reins, 

and iny Heart (t)!“ Is there any ſecret Sin, to the 
Love and Practice of which I would indulge? Ls 
there any of Thy Precepts, in the habitual.Breach of 
which I would allow myſelf? I truſt, I can appeal 

to Thee as a Witneſs, that there is not. Let: me not 

then wrong mive own Soul, by a cauſeleſs and ſinful 
Abſence from "hy ſacred Table! But gran, OO 
Lord, I beſcech Thee, that Thy Word, Thy Provi- 

dence, and thy Spirit may fo concur, as to mate my 

Il ay plain before me (s) I Scatter my remaining Doubis, 

if thou ſetſt they have no juſt Foundation! Fill me 
with a more aſſured Faith, with a more ardent Love; 

and lead Ihine ou Carſe with my Heart in ſuch a 
Manner, as that I may not be able any longer to de- 

lay that Approach, Which, if Lam Thy Servant in- 
deed, is equally my Duty and my Privilege! In the 
mean Time, grant, that it may never be long out of 

my Thoughts: But that I may give all Diligence, if 

there be any remaining Occafion of Doubt, to re- 
move it by a more aftedtionate Concern to avoid 
whatever is diſpleaſing to the Eyes of Thine Holi- 

nels, and to practiſe the full Extent of my Duty! ; 
May the Views of CH ißt crucified be ſo familiar to my 
Mind, and may a Senſe of His ching Lowe ſo power- 
fully conflrain my Soul, that my own growing Expe- 
perience may put it out of all Queſtion, that J am one 
ot thoſe for whom He intended this Feaſt of Love! 
And even now, as joined tg 'I'by Churches in Spirit 

and in Love, tho? not in ſo expreſs and intimate a Bond 


(r) Plal,-xxv1, To: ( Prov, XV. 19, Sy 
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170 A Prayer for one who defies to attend, Chap. 18, 


* as I could wiſh, would I heartily pray, that Thy 
*« Bl:ffing may be on all Thy People That thou would E 


ted Thine Heritage, and lift them ut for cver (t)/ 


© who may fly to them as a Cloud, and as Doves to their 


May every Chrifian Secicty flouriſh in Knowledge, in 
© Holineſs, and in Love! May all 2% Priz/ be cloathed 
, with Salvation, that by their Means Thy chien People 
may be made joyful ) And may there be a glori- - 
© ous Acceſſion to thy Churches every where, of thoſe 


"f) 


„ Windows (w) I May Thy Table, O Lord, be fir- 


„ nifhed with Gueſts (x) ; and may all that e Thy Gal. 


© vation, ſay, Let the Lord be magnified, who hath 
& Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Servants (y) Aud 
* I earneſtly pray, that all who proſeſs to have vecein'ed 
* Chrift Feſus the Lord, may be duly careful ro wat 


% in him (2); and that we may all be preparing for /he 


« general Aſſembly of the Fir/i-lorz, and may join in 
that nobier and more immedia'e Worlhzp, where all 
“ theſe Types and Shadows ſhall be laid atide ; where 


Leven theſe Memorials ſhall be no longer neceſſary; 
but a living, preſent Redeemer ſhall be the everlaſt- 


(t) Pfal. xviii. g. lu) Pſal, cxxxii. 16, | (* Hal I». 9 
(x) Matt. xxii. 10. (Y) Pat. axxv. 27. (2) Cos. 11. 6 


nmicants, I have ſome Thoughts of publiſhing a ſmall Volume of 


„ ing Joy of thoſe, v. ho here in his diençe have de- 
« lighted to commemorate his Death! Amen, 


«Gs 91 * ry , . 8 4 ama 


a ; gd 
— — . —— : wth > Wt ain. >a 


* — m—— 6 — — * * 


NV. B. I purpoſed to have added ſomething here, concerning a regv- 
tir Approach to the Lord's Table, a proper Attendance upon it, and lutt- 
able Acflcflions after it: But l find this Work ſv ell under my Hand, 
beyond what 1 at firſt expected; and therefore, as theſe Articles have 
been handled by fo many valuable Writers, 1 chuſe to Jeſer to them, 
and particularly to Pr. Earle's Sacramental Exercijes, ang Mr. Grove 
Devoticnal Exerciſes relating to the Lord's Supter: Books which 1 
think remarkably excellent in their Kid, aud which may be had at 
very eaſy Rates. Vet for the farther A ſſiſtance of devout Commu- 


Sacramental Meditations on ſelect Texts of Scripture, if Cop ſpare me 


to hniſh my Expofetion ou the New Teſtament, and Tome other Pieces 
which I have now in Hand. 
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CHAP, xIX. 


Some more particular Directions for main- 
taining continual Communion with God, 
or being in his Fear all the Day long. 


A Letter is @ pious Friend on this Subje8 introduced here, 
5. 1. A General Plan of Directions, $_ 2. [I. J For 
the Beginning of the Day: F. 3. (1.) Lifting. up the 
Heart ta GOD at our firſt Awakening : F. 4. (2.) 
Setting ourſelves to the ſeciet Devotions of the Morning 3 

olg OT. to whith particular Advices are given, 

1 3 10. [II.] For the Progreſs of the Day: 

. Il. Directions are given concerning, (1.) Seriou/- 
0 in De vetion, 9. 12. (2.) Diligence in Bufineſt, 
F. 13. (3) Prudence in Recreations, F. 14. (4.) 

{fervation of  Pronidences, F. 15. (5 Watchfulneſs 
ga Temptations, F. 16. (6.) Dependence on Divine 

Ir flae.ces, & 17. (.] Government of the Thauphts when 

in Solitude, $. 18. (8) Management of Diſcourſe in 

Company, F, 19 [III] For the Conc.ufion of the Day: 
§ 20. (1) us the jecret Devotions of the Evening, 
\. 21. Direct ons for Se f- Examination at-large, \. 22, 
23. (2) Lying down with a proper Temper, F. 24. 
Coucleſion of 115 Letier, &. 25. and f the Chapter : 8. 


20. /ig a ſerious Fiew o Death, proper to be takes at 
the Cioje of tbe day. 


9. 1. | WOULD hope, that upon ſerious Conſidera- 

L (icy, fe ff. Examination, and Prayer, the Reader 
may ty this me be come te a keiulution ro attend the 
Toe vt the Lord, and to ſeal his Vows, there I will 
now {up 2 that ſcle mn Tranladtion to be over, or {ine 


6 3 ocher 
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other deliberate Act to have paſſed by which he has 
given himſelf up to the Service of Gop ; and that his 
Concern now is to enquire, how he may act accordin 
ro the Vows of GOD which are upon bim. Now for his 
further Aihitance here, beſides the General View I have 
aiready given of the Chriſtian Temper and CharaQer, | 
will propoſe ſome more particular Directions, relating 
to maintaining that devout, ſpiritual and heavenly 
Cnaiatter, which may in the Langvage of Scripture, 
be called a dails walkins with GOD, or being in bis 
Fear all the Day long (a.) And I kaow not how I can 
expreſs the Idea and Plan, which I have fermed of %s, 
ia a more clear and diſtinct Manner than I did in a Let- 
ter, Which I wrote many Years ago“ to a Hung Perſon 
of eminent Piety, with whom I had then an intimate 
Prienſhip; and who, to the great Grief of all that 
knew him, died a few Moaths after he received it. Yet 
J hope he lived long enough to reduce the Directious ilio 
Practice, which I wiſh and pray that every Reader may 
aso, fo far as they may properly ſuit his Capacities and 
Circumſtances in Life, conſidering it as if addrefled to 
himfelf.——1 fay, (and deſire it may te obſerved, ) that 
I with my Reader may act on theſe Directions, /f as 
they may properly ſuit his Capacities aud Circam/tances in 
Life; for I would be far fm laying down the follow- 
ing Particulars as univerſa! Rules for 40, or for any one 
Perſon in the World 47 all Times. Let them be prac- 
tifed by thoſe that are able, and when they have Lei- 
ſure: And when you cannot reach them all, come as 
near the moſt important of them as you convenient) 
can.— With this Precaution I proceed to % Letter, 
which I would hope, after this previous Care to guard 
againſt the Danger of miſtaking it, will not diſcourage 
any the weakef Chriltian, Let us humbly and chear- 
fully do eur beft, and rejoice that we have % gracious & 
Father who knows all our Infirmities, and /e compayſtonate 
an Hizh-Prieft to recommend to Divine Acceptance tit 
| feebleit Efforts of ſincere Duty and Love! 1 
| 2 | h 


(a) Prov. xxili. 17. „V. B. It was in the Year 1727. 
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M Dear Friend, - 


Sine you deſire my Thoughts in Writing, and at 


large, on the Subject of our late Converſation, viz. 
„By what particular Methods in our daily Conduct, a 
„Life of Devotion and Uſefalneſs may be molt hap- 
« pily maintained and ſecured?” I ſet myſelf with 
Chearfulneſs,” to recollect and digeſt the Hints which I 
t1en gave you; hoping it may be of fome Service to 
you in your mot i important Intereſt; and may alſo fix 
on my own Mind a deeper Senſe of my Obligations to 


govern my own Life by the Rules I offer to others, I 


elleem Attempts of this Kind among the pleaſ.nteit 
Fruits, and the ſureſt Cements of Friendſhip, and-as I 
hope ours will laſt for ever, I am perſuaded a mutual 


Care to cheriſh Sentiments of this Kind will add ever- 
laſting Eadearments to it. 


5. 2. THH Directions you will expect from me on this 


Occafion, naturally divide themſelves into Three Heads, 
How we are to regard Goo, in the Beginning, 


the Progreſs, and the Cl/e of the Day. 1 will 


open my Herr freely to you with Regard to each, and 


will leave you to jodge how far theſe Hints may ſuit 
your Circumſtances; aiming at leaſt to Keep between 
the Extremes, of a a ſuperſtitious Strictneſs in Trifles, 
and of an indolent Remiſſneſs, which if admitted in 
little Things, may draw after ig criminal N. Blects, and 
at length more criminal N 


is 7. II. JIIð the Breinning of the Day : It ſmuld cer- 
tainly be our Care, ——io ½% up our H. arts to GOD, 


as (oon a5 we was and while we are ring; —— end 
then, to (ec ourtelves ferioult ly and NAY ro tine 


fecret De Uolions o the Morning. 


$- 4. For the firit of theſe, it ſeems exceedingly: na- 
tural. There are {0 many Things that may ſuggeſt a 
great Variety of Pious Reflections and Ejaculations, 


„lich are ſo obvious, that one would think a ſerious 


Wand could hardiy mils them. The Eaſe and Chearful- 


nei of our Mind at our fit Awakening; the Retreſh- 
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ment we find from Sleep; the Security we have enjoyed in 


that de fenceleſs State; the Proviſion of warm and 82 


Appatel; the chearful Light of the returning Sun; 

even (which i is not unfit to mention to yoz,) the vi. 
vances of Art, taught and furniſhed by the great Auther 
ef all our Conveniencies, to ſupply us with many uſeſul 
Hours of Life in the Abſence of the Sun; the Hope of 


returning tothe dear Society ef our Friends; the Proſpect 


of ſpending another. Day, in the Service of God, and 
the Improvement of our own Minds ; and above all the 
lively Hope of a joyful Reſurrection to an Eternal Day 
of TTappineſs and Glory : Any of theſe Particulars, ard 

many more which I do not mention, may furniſh as with 
Matter of pleaſing Reflection and chearful Praiſe, while 
we are riſing, And for our further Aſſiſtance, when we 
are alcne at this Time, it may not be improper to „ea 
{cmetimes to ourſelves, and ſometimes to our Heavenly 


Faiher, in the natural Expreſſions of Joy and Thank- 


ſulneſs. Permit me, Sir, to add, that if we find our 
Ha arts in ſuch a Frame at our firſt Awakening, e even that 


is jut Matter of Praiſe, and the rather, as perhaps it is 


an "Anſwer to the Prayer with which we lay down, 
5. Fos the Exercile of ſecret Devotions in the Morn- 


ig, Which 1 hope will generally be our firſt Work, I 


cannot preſcribe an exact Method to another. You mut, 
ry dear Friend, conſult your own Taſte in ſome Mea- 
iure. The conllituent Parts of the Service, are in the 
general Plain, Were I to propoſe a particular Model for 
thoſe, who have Half, or Three Quarters of an Hour at 
Command, (which with prudent Conduct I ſuppole moſt 
may have) i it ſhould be this. 
L. 6. Jo begin the ſtated Devotions of the Day with 
a folemn A of Praiſe, offered to Gov on our Knees, 
«nd generally with a Jow, yet diſtinct Voice; acknow- 
ging the Mercies, we had been r« flecting on while 
üg; never forgetting to mer tion Chriſt, as the great 


Icur dation of all our Erjoy ments and our Hopes, or to 


return Thanks for the Influences of the Bieffed Hiri, 
Which have led our Hearts to Geb, or are then engay- 


ingen to ſeck him, This, as well as other Offices cf 


| De ion 2fterwards mentioned, muſt Le done attentiveiy 


4 G k:gCerely ; for not to cfter our Praiſes Leartily, A 


A 
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the Sight-of Gop not to praiſe him at all. This Ad- 
dreſs of Praiſe may proper y be concluded with an expreſs 
Rerewal of our Covenant with God, declaring our con- 


tinued repeated Reſolution of being devoted to him, ana 4 


particularly of living to his Glory the enſuing Day. 
& 7 Ir may be proper after this, 1% take a Proſpet 
of the Day lefore us, ſo far as we can probably foreſee in 
the general, where and how it may be ſpent; and ſeri- 
ouſly to reflect, How ſhall I employ myſelf for Gov 
„this Day? What Buſineſs is is be done, and in what 
«© Order? What Opportunities may I expect, either of 
% doing, or of receiving Good ? What Temptations 
«© am I like te be aſl.ulted with, in any Place, Com- 
« pany, or Circumſtance, which may probably occur? 
„ in what Inſtances have 1 lately failed ? And how 
«© ſhall I be ſafeſt now?“ ES 5 Es 
4. 8, AFTER this Review, it would be proper to offer 
u a foert Prayer, begging, that Gop would quicken 
us to each of theſe foreſeen Duties, that he would for- 
tify us againſt each of thoſe apprehended Dangers; that 
he would grant us Succeſs in ſuch or ſuch a Buſineſs 
undertaken for his Glory; and alſo, that he would help 
us to diſcover and improve unforeſeen Opportunities, 
to reſiſt unexpected Temptations, and to bear patiently, 
and reliz1ouſly, any Afflictions which may ſurprize us 
in the Day on which we are entering. 50 
\. 9 I wovutD adviſe you after this to read ſome 
Portion of Scripture; not a great deal, nor the whole 
Bible in its Courſe; but ſome ſelect Leſſons out of its 
moſt uſe ful Parts, perhaps Ten or Twelve Verſes ; not 
troubiing yourſelf much about the exact Connection, or 
other Critical Niceties, which may occur, (tho' at other 
Times I would recommend them to your Enquiry, as 
you have Ability and Opportunity ;) but conſidering 
them merely in a devotional and practical View. Here 
take ſuch Inſtructions as readily preſent themſelves to 
your Thoughts. Repeat them over to your own Conſci- 
ence, and charge your Heart religiouſly to obſerve them. 
and act upon them, under a Senſe of the Divine Autho- 
rity which attends them. And if you pray over the Sub 
ance cf this Scripture! with your Bible open before 
you, it may jmpreſs your Memory and your Heart yet 
. 3 more 
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more deeply, and may form you to a Copiouſneſs and 
Variety, both of [hought and Expreſſion in Prayer. 

$ 10. IT might be proper to cloſe theſe Devotions 
wita a Pfſalm or Hymn And I rejoice with you, that 
thro” the pious Care of Dr Watts. and ſome other Sa— 
«cred Posts, we are provided with ſo rich a Variety for 
the Aﬀiftance of the Cloſet and Famity on theſe Occa- 
fivus, as well as for the Service of the Sanctuary. 


§. 11. [II] Taz moſt material D/rc#/ons which have 
occurred to me, relartn g to the Progrejs of the Day, are 
theſe ;— ] hat we be /erious in the Devotions of the 
Day that we be diligent in the Briefs of it, that 
is, in the Proſecution ot our worldly Callings ; that 
we be temperate and prudent in the Recreations of it; 


that we carefully rema;rt the Providences of the 


Day ;——=that we cautiouſly guard againſt the Tempts- 
tions of it; — that we Fee wp a lively and humble D-- 
pendance upon the Divine Influence, ſuitable to every 
Emergency ot it ; that we gowern our T houghts well 
in the Solitude of the Day, — and our Diſcourfes well 
in the Con-ver/ations of it. Theſe, Sir, were the Heads 
cf a Sermon which you lately heard me preach on this 
Occaſion, and to which I know you referred in that 
Requett which Iam now endeavouring to anſwer. I 
will” therefore touch upon the moſt material Hants, 

Wi ch fall under each of theſe Particulars, Po 
9. 12, (.) For Serioufuejs in Dewotion, whether 
Publick or Domeltick | Let us take a few Moments, 4 
ole We enter upon ſuch Sole muſties, to pauſe, and 1eficet, 
on the Perfections of the Gop we are addrefling to, on 
the Importance of the Bujineſs we are coming about, on 
the Pieaſure and Advantage of a regular and devout At- 
tenadince, and on ihe Guilt and Folly of an Hypocritl- 
cal Formality. Ven engaged, let us maintain A lirict 
Warchfuineis over our own Spirits, and check the ft 
 Wanderings of Thought, And when the Duty is ot! 
Jet us immediately reflect on the Manner in which it has 
been performed, and atk our on Conſciences whetde! 
we have reaſon to conclude, that we are accepted of GOD 
in it? For there is a, certain Manner of going thro' thele 
Oftiices, which our own Hearts will immediately tell 4 
1 : 


1 an „ do av G 
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hen? win ew»s VX, ' u- 
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— 


C hap. 19s av729 particular Advices on 1'#; Heal. 18 py 
ets imp foo: e for GOD 49 approve + And if we have in- 


advertegtiy fallen into it, we ought to be deeply humoled 
975 Gop for it, leſt ow very Prayer become Sin. (b). 

6. 13. (2) As for the Hours of & wort dy Bulineſs ; . 
whether it be, as with you, that of the Hands; or whe- 
ther it be, tne Labour of a lea ned Life, no- immediately 
rejating to Religious Matters: Let us let to the Proſe- 
cution of it with 1 Sense of 840 Authority, and with 
a Regard to his Glory. Let us avoid a Dreaming, Sluy- 


gil, Indolent Temper, which nods over ii In &, and | 


does only the Brfineſs of One Hour in Two or Chree. 


In Oppoſition to this, which runs thro? the Life of ſome 
Peopie, who yet tlaok they are never Idle, let us endea- 


vour to diſpatch as much as we weil can in a little 
Time; conſidering, that it is but a little we have in all. 
And let us be habitually ſenftibie of the Need we have 
of the Divine Bleſhng, to make our Lavours ſucceſsful, 


$. 14. (3.) Fos Seaſors of Diverſion : Let us take 
Care, that our Recreations be well choſen ; that they be 
pur! 'ued with a good Inteation, to fit us for a renewed 


Application to the Labours of Life; and thus, that they 


be nl ly ufed in Subo:dination to the Honour of Gob, 


the great End of all our Actions. Let us take Heed, 


that our Hearts be not eſtranged from Gob by them; 


aud that they do not take up too much of our Time: 
Alvavs remembering, that the Faculties of the Human 


Nature, and the Advantages of the Chriſtian Revelation, 


Were got given us in vain ; but that we are always to be 
in Purſeir of ſome great and honourable End,. and to 
indulge ourſelves. in Amuſements and Divertions no far- 
ther, than 4s they make a Part in a Scheme of rational 
77 many, benevolent and pious Conduct. 


18. (40 Fo the Ober wation of Provide 1 It 


WII ve uletul to regard the Divine Iaterpsſition in our 


Comſorts and in our Actions, la our Comforts, whe- 
the, more common or extraordinary: That we find our 
ſclves ju continued Health; that we are furniſhed with 
Food for Sapport and Pleaſure ; ; that we have ſo many 
agreeable Ways of employing our lime; that we 


have o many Friends; and thoſe ſo good, and ſo hap- 


Py 3 chat our Bulineſs goes on r that we go 
65 | cut 


4 


(b) Plal, cix. 7. 
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134 Temptations ſhould be vatebed again, Chap. 19. 
out and come in ſafely; and that we enjoy Compoſure 


could be enjoyed: All theſe ſhould be regarded as Pro. 
. v/dential Favours ; and due Acknowledgments ſhould be 


that if they are not properly the Work of Providence, 


thoſe little croſs Accidents, (as we are ready to call them,) 


Conduct of our intimate Friends, which may elſe be 
ready to diſcompoſe us. And it is the more neceflary 


„Divine Authority, and the Remembrance of my own 
it comes to a Trial.“ 


1: finence ; ; it muſt be zmiver/al ; Ard ſince. we aways 


| 


and. Chearfulneſs of Spirit, without which nothing elſe 


made to Gop on theſe Accounts, as we” paſs thro? ſuch 
zgreeable Scenes, On the other Hand, Providence is 
to be regarded 1n every Diſappointment, in every L., in 
every Pain, in every [nance of Unkindneſs, trom thoſe 
v ho have profeſſed Friepdſhip: And we ſhould endea- 

Zur to argue ourſelves into a patient Submiſſion, from 
this. Ecnſiideraiion, that rhe Hand of 'GOD is always 
mediately, if not immediately in each of them; and 


they are at leaſt under its Direction. It is a Reflection, 
which we ſhould particalarly make with Relation to 


and thoſe Infirmities and Follies in the Temper and 


to guard our Minds here, as wiſe and good Men often 
joſe the Command of themſelves on theſe comparatively 
little Occafions ; who calling up Reaſon and Religien to 
their Aſiltance, ſtand the Shock of great Calamities 
with Fortitude and Reſolution. 

$. 16. (5.) Fox Wartchfulneſs againſt Tarptations : It 
is neceſſary, when changing our Place, or our F mploy- 
ment, to reflect,“ What Snares attend me here?“ And 
as this ſhould be our habitual Care, ſo we ſhould eſpe- 
<1aÞy guard againſt thoſe Snares which in the Mr rning 
we foreiaw. And when we are entering on thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances in which we expected the Aſſault, we ſhould 
reflect, eſpecially if it be a Matter of great Importance, 
„ New the Combat is going to begin: Now Gop and 
the Bleſſed Angels are obſerving, what Conltancy, 4 
«© whai Fortitude there is in my Soul; and how far the 


« Prayers and Reſolutions, will weigh with me, when 
"Po (6. ) As tor Defendance on Davin Gras = 
reed it, we nult weter forget that Neceflity, A Me- 


ment ſpent in benkle levent Breajhings after the Ccn- 
municaliels 


Chap. 19. and M vine Aſſiſtance always ſeug ht. 55 5 
municatiens of the Divine Aſſiſtance may do more Good, 
than many Minutes ſpent in mere Reaſonings : And tho? 


indeed % ſhould not be veglected, ſince the J. ight of 
Reaſon is a Kind of Divine Illumination; yet ill it 


ought to be purſued in a due Senſe of our Dependance 
on the Fathe of Lights, or where we think ow ſelves 
ci, we may become. vain in our {maginations (c). Let 
us therefore always call upon GOD, and ſay, for Ia- 
Ranges when we are going to pray, . Lord fix my At- 
tention! Awaken my holy affections, aud pour out 


upon me toe Spirit of Grace and of Oupplication (d). a 
When taking up the Bible, or any other good Book, 


Oden thou mine Eyes, that I may behold wondrous 1984 | 


* out of thy Law (e) J Enlighten mine [Jnderitanding ! 
„% Warm my Heart! May my good Reſolutions be 


confirmed, and all the Courſe of my Life in a proper 
od Manner regulated | ' When addreſſing ourlelves to 


any worldly Buſineſs, ** Lord Profper Tiou the Wark of 
« mine Hands upon me (f), and give Thy Bleſling to my 
*« honeit Endeavours !'' When going to oy Kind of 


Recreation, Lord bleſs my Refrehments! Let me 


„not forget Thee in them, but ill keep Thy Glory 


4 


* 


„may I do, and get God! let no cu rupt Communica- 


tion proceed out of my Muth, but that which is good to 
th, Uſe of e editying, that it may minifter Grace to the 
« Heareas | 8) % When entering upon Dificulties, 
Lord, give me that Wijdem, Sch 15 profuadle to 
diredt (h) / Teach me Thy Wy, and lead me in à plain 
Path (i)!“ When encountering with Temptations, 
Let Thy Strength, O gracious IR edeemer, be made per- 
«« fel in my Weakneſs (k Theſe Inſtances may i'u& 
trate the Deſign of this DireQion, tho? they be far from 
a compleat Enumeration of ail the Circumilances 1n 
9 it is to be regarded, 

18. (7) Fox the Gewerrment of our Theughts in 
99 Let us aecuſtom ourlelves, on all Occaſions, to 
exerciſe a cue» Command over our Thoughts. Let us 
take Care of thoſe SL PI of Paltzon, and thoſe 


(s 


| 97 | Attach- 
(e) Rom. i. 21, 22. (d) Zech xii. 10. Wee 10) Pſal. cxix. 18. 
(1) Plal. xc. 17. (g) Eph. iv. 2 . (h) Eccicl. x. 30. 


() Lal, xxvil. Ii. («) 2 Cor, XII. g. 
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186 The Thoug bes and D feof os to le go verne l. Chap. 19. 


35 Attachments to any preſent Intereſt and View, which 


would ceprive us of cur Power over them. Let us ſet 
b-fore ns ſome profiralls ied of J 90ught : Such as 
the P-rſeftions of the Bleſſed Gor, the 1.ove of Chih, 
the Value of lime, the Cerraioty and Importan.e of 


| * arch and Judgment, and the Eternny of Happineſs 


Miſery which is to follow. Let us allo at ſuch Inter- 
vs reflect, o what we have obſerved as to the State of 
our own Souls, wth Regard to the Advance or Dechline 
of Religion; or on the laſt Sermon we have heard, or 
the lait Portioa of Scriptufſe we have read. You may 
pe- haps, in this Conneaion, Sr, recollect what I have 
(if I remember righ*,) propoſed to you in Converſation; 
that it might be very uſeful to felet ſome one Verle of 
Scriptute, whiet we had met with in the Morning, and 
to treaſu-e it up in our Mind, refolving to th of that 
at any ! ime when we are at a Loss for Matter of pious 
Reflection, in any Intervals of Leiiure for eniering upon 
it. "this will often be as a Spring, from whence many 
profitable and delightiu! Thougats may riſe, Which per- 


haps we did not be fo e fee in that Connection and Force. 


Or if it ſhou!d not be fo, yer I am perſuaded it will be 
mu h better 10 repeat the ſame Scripture in our Mind an 
Hundr-d imes in a Day, with ſome pious Ejacala ion 
formed upon it, than to leave cur Thoughts al the Mer- 
cy of al! thoſe various Tr ites, which may otherwiſe in- 
trude pon os; che Variety of which will be far from 
making Am-nds for their Vanity. | 

9. 19* (4) La5TLY, For the Government of our - Di: 


* £011” /e ia Company: We ſhould take great Care, that no- 


thing mas eſcape us, which can expote us, or our Chril- 
tian Proteſſion, to Cenſure and Reprovach ; Nothing in: 


| Juris zus tO'thote that are ablent, or to thoſe that are re- 


ſent; nothing malignaat, nothipg infincere ; nothing 
which may corrupt, nothing which may. provoke, no- 
thing which may miſlead thoſe about us. Nor ſhould 
we, by any Maus, be content, that what we fay is in- 
no.cent; it ſhould be our Deſire, tha it may be edilying, 
to ourlelvs and others. In this View, we ſhonld en- 
deavuuy to have ſome Subject of uſefal Diſcourſe always 
ready; in which we may be aſiſted by the hints given 


about Furxiture for Thought, under tue former Foy 
| c 


\ 
- 


Chap. 19. Direfinns for the Cleſe of the Day. 187 
We mould watch for decent Opportunities of introdu ing 
uiciul Reflectioas; and if a pious Friend attempt to do 
it, we ſhould endeavour te ſeched it immediately. When 
the Converſatien does not turn directly on Religious Sub- 
jects, we ſhould endeavonr to make it improving ſome 
other Way: We ſhould reflect on the Character and Ca- 
pacities of our Company, that we may lead them to talk 
of what they Underiiand b-it 5 for their Diſcourſes on 
theſe Subjects will probably be molt pleaſing to them- 
ſeives as well.as moſt uſeful tous. And in Pzules of 
Diſcourſe, it may not be 1inproper to lift up 4 holy 
Ejaculation to God, that his Grace may aſtiſt us and our 
Friends in our Endeevours to do Good tg each other; 
that ail we ſay, and do, may be worthy the Character 
of realoaable Creatures and of Ch:1ftians, | | 


F. 20. [III.] Tus Di eFions for a religious Cliſug of 


the Day which I ihall here mention, are only 1 — 
Let us tee to it, that rhe jecret Duties of the Kvening, be 
well performed. Aad let us lie daun on our Beds in a 
 prous Frame, | OOF Re TION 


$. 21. (1.) For ſecret Deveticn in the Evening, I 
would propote a Method ſametnhing different from that 
in the Morning; but till, as then, with due Allowances 
for Circamſtances, which may mike unthonght ef Al. 
terations proper. I ſhould, Si adviſe to read a Por- 
tion of Scriprure in the firit Place, with ſuftabſe Reflec- 
_ tions, and Prayer as above + Then to read a tiymn, or 

Palm: After this to enter on Seli-Examination, to be 
followed by a longer Prayer, than that which followed 
Reading, to be formed on this Review of the Day ; In 
this Addreſs to the Throne of Grace it will ve high'y 


proper to intreat that Gov would pardon the Omiffions 


ana Ofences of the Day ; to praite Him for Mercies 
Temporal and Spiritual; to recommend ourſelves to ilis 
Protection tor the enſuing Nipnt; With proper Petitions 
for others, whora we ought to bear on our tlearts befy; e 
bim; and particularly, for thoſe criends with whom we 
have converſed or correſponded, in the preceding Day. 
M :ny other Concerns will occur, both in Morning and 
Evcning Proyer, which I have not here hinted at; but : 
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. Dirt los: for the Exerciſe of Chap. 19. 
did not apprehend that a full Eaumeration of theſe 


Things beionged, by any Means, to our preſent Purpoſe, 
9 22, Berore [ quit this Head, I muſt take the 


Liberty to remind you, that S. Examination is lo im- 


portant a Duty, that it. will be W th our while to ſpend 
a few Werds upon it. And this Branch of it ſo eaſy, 


that when we have proper Queſtions before us, any Per- 
ſon of a common Underſtanding may hope to go thro! | 


it with Advantage under a Divine Blefling, I offer you 


theretoze the following Queries, which I hops you will, 


with ſuch Alterations as you may judge requikte, keep 
near you for daily Uſe. Did I awake as with Gop 
«« this Mo:nivg, and riſe with a grateful Senle of his 


„ Goodneſs? How were the /ecret Dewotions of the 


« Morning performed? Did I offer my tolemn Praiſes, 
« and renew the Dedication of myſelf ro Gop, with 


„ becoming Attention and ſuitable AﬀeCtions ? Did I 


« lay my Scheme for the Bufineſs of the Day, wilely 


„and well ? Hcw did I read the Scripture, and any other 


« Devotional or Practical Piece, which I might after- 
« wards conveniently Review? Did it do my Heart good, 
« or was it a mere Amuſement ?—+——How have the 
other. ated D:woiiens of the Day been attended, whe- 
1 ther in the Family or in Publick ? Have! purſued 
« the common Buſineſs of the Day with Diligence 
and 8 Spirituality; ; doing every 'l hing in Seaton, and 
« with all convenient Ditpatch, and as wnto the Lord (1)? 

„ What Time have I lol this Day, in the Morning or 
the Forenoon, in the .\ tternoon, or the Evening ;” 


(for theie Diviſions will aſſiſt your. recolleQtion;) “ and 


« what has occaſioned the ots of it? With what Lem- 
% per, and under what Regulations, have the Recreations 
« of this Day been puriued? Have I ſeen the Hand of 
« GOD in my Me cies, Health, Chearfulnets, Food, 
« Clothing, Bocks, Fietervation in Journies, Succeſs of 
« Buſineis, Converſaticn and Kindneſs of Friends, Cc.“ 

Have I ſeen it in 4#i&4/0ns, and particularly in little 


„Things, which had a Tendency to vex and diſquiet 


„% me! And with regard to this Interpoſition, have! 
received my Comforis thankfully, and my Aiflictions 
5 lubmiſſively ? How have 1 guaded againſt the Temp 


bs [4/107 
050 Coloſ. iii. 23. 


Chap. 19. Se Examination in tle Evening, 189 
„ zations of the Day, particularly againſt this or that 
Temptation, which I foreſaw in the Morning? Have 
i maintained an humble Dependance on Divine lu- 
«& PBuences ? Have | lived by Faith inthe Son of GOD (m), .. 
and regarded Cix1sT this Day, as my Teacher and 
Governor, my Atonement and Interceſſor, my Ex- 
ample and Guardian, my Strength and Forerunner ? 
Ive I been looking forward to Death and Eternity 
this Day, and conſidered myſelf as a Probationer for 
+ Heaven, and thro' Grace an Expectant of it? Have 
[ governed my Thoughts well, eſpecially in ſuch or 
ſuch an Interval of Solitude? How wis my Subject. 
of Thought this Day choſen, and how was it regard - 
ed? Have | governed my Diſcour/cs well, in ſuch and 
ſuch Company? Did I ſay nothing paſſionate, mit- 
chievous, flanderous, imprudent, impertinent ? Has 
©* my Heart this Day been full of Love to Gow, and 
«© toall Mankind; and have I ſought, and found, and 
improved Opportunities of doing, and of getting 
Good ?—— With what Attention and Improvement 
have I read the Scripture this Evening? How was Se. 
Examination performed the laſt Night; and how nave 
„ Fprofited this Day by any Remarks I then made on 
former Negligences and Mistakes? With what Temper 
did I then lie down, and compoſe mylelf to Sleep.“ 
J. 23. You will eaſily ſee, Sir, that theſe Queſtions 
are ſo adjuſted, as to be an Abridgement of the molt ma- 
terial Advices I have given in this Letter; and I believe 
I need not, to a Perſon of your Underſtanding, ſay any 
Thing as to the Uſefulneſs of ſuch Enquiries. ' Con- 
ſcience will anſwer them in a few Minutes; but if you 
think them too large and parti-ular, you may make a 
Rui ſhorter Abſtract for daily Uſe, and reſerve theſe, 
with ſuch obvious Alteration as will then be neceſſary, 
for Seaſons of more than ordinary Exadneſs in Review, 
which I hope will occur at leaſt once a Week. Secret 
Devotion being thus performed, before Drowſineſs ren- 
der us unfit for it, the Interval between that and our 
Soing to Relt mult be conducted by the Rules men- 
noned under the next Head. And nothing will farther 
remain to be conſidered here, but N 
a l 9. 24. 
(m) Gal. li. 20. 8 


— 


— 


190 He foul lie dun with a proper Temper. Ch, 19, 
| F. 24. (2) Tas Sentiments with which we ſhould 
I deren and compoſe ourſelves 70 See. Now here it 
Ws is cbvioufly ſuitable to think of the Divine Goodneſs, 
in adding another Day, and the Mercies of it to the for- 
mer Days and Mercies of our Life; to take Notice of 
the Indulgence of Providence, 1 in giving us comMmodlous 
Habitations and eaſy Beds, and continuing to us ſuch 
Health of Body, that we can lay ourſelves down at Eaſe 
upon them, and ſuch Serenity of Mind as leaves us any 
Room to hope for refreſhing Sleep: A Refreſhment to 
be fought, not merely as an Indulgence to Animal Na- 
ture, but as what our wiſe Creator, in order to keep us 
humble in the Midi of ſo many Inbrmities, has been 
| pleaſed to make necefary. to our being, able to purſue His 
Service With renewed Alactity. Thus may our ſleeping, 
as well as our waking Hours, be in ſome Senſe devoted to 
Goo. And when we are juſt going to reſign ourſelves to 
1 the Image of Death, (to what one of the Antients beauti- 
1 fully 1 6 its I ger Idyferies,) it is alſo evidently proper 
* to thiy k ſeriouſly of "that End of all the Living, and to 
renew thoſe ctings of Repentance and Faith, Which 
10 we ſhould judge neceſſary, if we were to wake no more 
Ss; - here. You have once, Sir, ſeen a Meditation of that Kind 
in my Hand, 1 will tranſcribe it for you in the PA- 
1 ſeript 5; and therefore ſhall add no more to this Head, 
i but here put a cloſe to the Directions you defired. 
F. 25. I av perſuaded the moſt important of them 
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308 have in one Form or another, been long regarded by 
1 you, aud made governing Maxims of your Life | 
1 mall preatiy rejoice, if the Review of theſe, and the Ex- 
1 amination and Trial oi the reſt, may be the Means of 


leading you into more intimate Communion with Gop, 
and fo of rendering your Lite more pleaſaut and uſeiv!, 
and your Eterni: Y, whenever that is to commence, moi? 
glorious. | here is not a Human Creature upon Earth. 
FE whom I thouid not delight to ſerve in theſe, Important 
1 \ Intereſts; bur I can faithſully allure you, that Han, 
c wich particular Relpes, 


j ; Dear Str, 
| Your very affectionate eien 1b Servant, 
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Chap. 19. 1 Viev of Death, at the Cloſe of tbe Day. 191 
F. 26. Tas, Rea ler, with the Alteration of a very few 
Words, is he Letter | wrote to a worthy Friend, (now 
doubt not with Gyp,) about Sixteen Years age: And 


1 can afluredly ſay, that the Experience of each of theſe 


Years has confirmed me in theſe Views, and eſtabliſhed 
me in the Perſuaſion, that one Day thus ſpegt is pre- 
„ ferable to whole Years of Senſuality, and the Neglect 
„of Religion.“ I choſe to inſert the Letter as it is, be- 
cauſe thought the Freedom and Pacticularity of the 


Aivice I had given in it, would appear molt natural in 


its original Form; and as I propole to-eaforce theſe Ad- 


vices in the next Chapter, | ſhall conclude this with 


that Meditation, which I promiſed my Friend as a Pof- 
frript 3 and which I could with you, to make fo familiar 


to yourle!f, as that you might be able to recollect the 
Subvitance of it, whenever you compoie yourſelf to Sleep. 


A ſerious Viewor DizATH, proper io be taken as we lie 


down on our Beds. 


6 ()* my Soul, look forward a little with Seriouſ- 


* neſs and Attention, and learn Wiſdom by the 
Confider tion ef thy latter Eud (n). Another of thy 


cc 


cc 
6c 


[ have put off my Clothes, and laid myſelf upon my 


«c 


cc 


Duit. There let it reſt; for it will be no more re- 
garded by me, than the Clothes which I have now 
I have another far more important Con- 


ve 


t 


* comes, thou art to enter upon the Eternal Wald, and 
& 


tv be fixed either in Heaven or in Hell. All the 
Schemes and Cares, the Hopes and Fears, the Plea- 
* tures and Sorrows of Life, will come to their Period, 
* and the World of Spirits will open upon thee. And 
On, o ſoon may it open Perhaps befire the return- 
1% San bring on the Light of another Pay. T'o-mor- 


cc 


fs 


(n) Dcut. xxii. 29, 


mortal Days is now numbered and finiſhed: And as 


Bed, for the Repoſe of the Night; ſo will the Day 
of Life, quickly come to its Period, ſo muſt the Body 
itſelf be put off, and laid to its Repoſe in a Bed of 
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cern to attend. Think, Oh my Soul, when Death 
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192 4 bi Benn at the Cloje of the Day. Chap. io 


% row's Sun may not enlighten mine Eyes, but only 
„ ſhine round a /en/ele/s Corpſe, which may lie in the 
„Place of this animated Body. At leaſt the Death of 
„many in the Flower of their Age, and many who 
were ſuperior to me in Capacity, Piety, and the Proſ- 
«« pets of Uſefulneſs, may loudly warn me not to de- 
4, pend ona long Life, and engage me rather to wonder 
„ that I am continued here fo many Years, than to be 
* ſurprized if Jam ſpeedily removed. 
And now, Oh my Soul, anſwer as in the Sight of 
„ Gov ; Art thou ready ? Art thou ready? Is there no 
Sin unforſaken, and ſo unte pented of, to fill me with 
j «+ Anguiſh in my departing Moments, and to make me 
N «tremble on the Brink of Eternity ? Dread to remain 
W under the Guilt of it, and this Moment renew thy 
i * moſt earneſt Applications to the Mercy of Gos, and 
| * the Blood of a Redeemer, for Deliverance from it. 
But if the great Account be already adjuſted, if 
* thou haſt cordially repented of thy numerous Of- 
„ fences, if thou haſt fincerely committed thyſelf by 
Faith into the Hands of the Bleſſed JE sus, and haſt 
«© not renounced Thy Covenant with Him, by return- 
ing to the allowed Practice of Sin, then fart net at 
1 « the Thoughts of a Separation : It is not in the Power 
Cf - 4 of Death to hurt a Soul devoted to Gov, and united 
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"x 4 to the great Redeemer. It may take fiom me my 
1 j in o worldly Comforts; it may diſconcert and break my 
Well « Schemes for Service on Earth ; But, Oh my Soul, 
1 | «« diviner Entertainments, and nobler Services wait thee 
. beyond the Grave. For ever bleſſed be the Name of 


1 «© Gcp and the Loe of JEsus, for theſe quietivg, 
FF -' * encouraging, joyful Views! I will now % me asu 
1 | % in Peace, au, fleep (o), tree trum the Fears ef what 
ll ** thall be the fue ef ibis Night, whether Lite of 
KF | Leath mzy te appointed for ne. Father, inte thine 
Hand I wnmed my Spirit (p); ter 9 hou haſt 1eacentd 
«+ me, C CODy 7,400 FAY and therefore 1 can chezr- 
„fully reter it o TRY Choice, whether I ſhall wake 
4% in this World, or another.“ 


* 


Ty Plat, jr. 8, (p) Luke x iii. 46. (4) Plat, xxxi.9 


GHAP, 


: l 
= 
BE; 
: p bj 
- N | 
4 }} 
0 10 g 
1 
B 
; 
| 
EE 
1 


Chap. 20. A Perſuaſive 70 follow theſe Dire. 4... 193 


— — —— 


e e N. 


A {zrions Perſuaſive to ſuch a Method of 
ſpending our Days as is repreſented in the 
former Chapter. = 


Chrifians fix their Nexus too low, and indulye des indo!-nt 
a Diſpoſition, which makes it more neceſſary to urge ſuch 4 
Life, as that under Conſideration, $.1, 2. It ts therefore 
inforced. (1 ) From its being apparently Ræahbnable, con- 

 frdering ourſelves as th: Creatures of GOD, ani as re- 
deemed by the Blood of Chrift, &. 3. (2.) From its evident 
Jendency to conduce to our Comfort in Life, h. 4. (3. 
From the Influence it will ha de ts promote our Uſefulneſs 
to other, h. 5 (4) From its Efficacy to make Atflictions 
lighter, $ 6 (5 From its happy Aſpect on Death : F. 7. 
And, (O.) On Eternity, F. 8. Whereas not to di/ne Im- 
provement au argue a Soul deſtitute of Religion, F. 9. 
A Prayer ſuited to the State of a Soul, who longs to attain 
the Life recommended above. 


F. 1. I HAVE been afligning, in the preceding Chap- 
| ter, what [ tear will ſeem to ſome of my Readers 
ſo hard a Taſk, that they will want Courage to attempt 
it; and indeed it is a Life in many reſpeRs ſo far above 
that of the Generality of Chriſtians, that I am not with- 
out Apprehenſions, that many, who deſerve the Name, 
may think the Directions, after all the Precautions with 
wich T have propoſed them, are carried to an unneceſſary 
Degree of Nicety and Strictaeſs. But I am. perſuaded 
much of the Credit and Comfort of Chriſtianity 1s loſt, 
in Conſequence of its Profeſſors fixing their Aims too 
low, and net conceiving of their high and holy Calling 
in ſo elevated and ſublime a View as the Nature of Re- 
24 e gion 


* 


Fy 
| 
{ 
x 
v 
; 


} 
; 
it 
iq 
k 
| 
y 


194 The Reaſenadlenc/s of /uch a Life, Chap. 20 
ligion would require, and the Word of Gon weuld diree, 
I am fully convinced, that the Expreſſions of walking 
With GOD, of being in the Fear ef the Lord all ibe Day 
len (4). and above all, that of Jou be Lerd eur GOD. 


t, all cur. Heart, and Soul, and Mind, aid Strength (b), 


muſt require, if not all theſe « Circumſtances, yet he 


Sub auce of all that | have been recommending, fo far 


as we have Capacity, Leiinre, and Opportunity: And 

I cannot but think, that many might command more 
. : ' 8 N * 5 1 "Ps 

of the latter, and perhaps improve their Capacities too, 


if they would take a due Care in the Government of 
themſelves ; if they would give up vain and unneceflary- 


Diverſions, and certain Indulgeaces, which only fuit 


and delight the lower Part of our Nature, and (ts lay 


the bell of them) deprive us of Pleaſures much better 


_ than themſelres, if they do not plunge us into Guilt. 


Many of theſe Rules would appear eaſily practicable, if 


Men would learn to know re Vulut dg 1 ime, and pat- 


ticularly to redeem it from unnecefliry Sleep, Which 
waſies mary golden Hours of the Day: Hours in which 
many of Goy?'s Servants are delighiing themſelves in 
Him, and drinking in full Draughts of the Water of 
Life ; while theſe their Brethren are lumbering upon 
their Beds, aod loſt in vain Dreams, as far below ihe 
common Entertainments of a Rational Creature, as the 


Pleaſures of the ſublimeſt Devotion are above them. 


§. 2. I know likewiſe, that the Mind is very fickle 
and inconflant ; and that it is a hard Thing to preſerve 


ſuch a Government and Authority over our "Thoughts, 


as would be very defireable, and as the Plan I have laid 
down will require. But ſo much of the Honour of 
Gop, and fo much of our own true Happineſs, depends 
upon it, that J beg you will give me a patient and at- 
tentive Hearing while I am pleading with you, and 
that you will ſeriouſly examine the Arguments, and 
then judge, whether a Care and Conduct like that which 
J have adviſed, be not in itſelf reaſonable ; and whether 
jt will not be highly conducive to your Comfort and 
Uſeſalneſs in Life, your Peace in Death, and the Ad- 
Yancement and Increaſe of your Eternal Glory. 
| | | | | §. 3, LET 


(a) Prov, X X11, 17. Mark x iii. 30. 


Chap. 20. 641 or ir, Obligations to GOD and Chr. 19 
| Leer Conſcience ſay, whether /uch a 172 as 1 
Lo Loſer: bed above, be not rn ſelf big ble Reuſauabir. 

Look over the Subſtance of it again, and bring it under 
a cloſe Examination; fort am very apprehenk ve, that 
ſome weak Objections may riſe againſt he whole, which 
may in their Conſequence affect e againſt 
which no reaſonable Man would preſume to make any 
Object tion at all, Recollect, O Chriſtian, and carry it. 
with you in your Memory and your Heart, while you 
are porſuiag this Review, that you are the Creature f 
Gon, that you are purchaſed with the Blood of jus; 
and then ſay, Whether theſe Relations in which you 
fland, do not demand all that Application and Retolution 
wiich I wou'd engage you to. 'Suppofe all the Counſels 
have given, reduced into Practice: Suppole every Day 
begun and concluded with ſuch devout Breathings af- 
ter Gon, and fuch holy Retirements or Morning and 
Evening Converſe with Him and with your own Heart : 
Sappole a daily Care, in contriving how your Fim 
may be managed, and in rellecting how nit has been 
eaployed ; Sappoſe this regard to Gop, this Senſe of 
his Pretence, and Zeal for nis Glory, to run thro' your 
Ads of Wo.ſhip, your Hours of Buſineſs and Recrea- 
tion: Suppoſe this Attertion to Providence, this Guard 
againſt Temptations, this Dependance upon Divine 
Inflaence, this Government of the Thoughts in Solt- 
tude, and of the Diſcourſes. in Company: Nay, I willadd * 
facher, tuppole every particular Direction given, to be 
purtued, excepting when particular Vaſes occur, with 
reſpect to which you ſhall be able in Conſcience to ſay, 
„% I wave it, not from Indolence and Careiefſacſs, but 
„ becauſe I think it will be juſt now more pleaſing to 
** Gup to be doing ſomething elle ; which may often 
happen in Human Life, where general Rules are beft 
concerted: Suppoſe, I ſay, all this to be done, not for 
a Day, or a Week, but thro? the Remainder of Life, 
wheiver longer or ſhorter; and ſuppoſe this to be te- 
viewed at the Cloſe of Life, in the full Exerciſe of your 
rational Faculties: Will there be Reaſon to ſay in the 
Reflection, © 1 have taken too much Pains in Religion: 
Ihe Author of my Being did not deſerve all this 
from me Left Diligence, leſs e leſs Zeal 


(09 { than 
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190 II. will conduce to your Comfort in Life, Chap. 20. 


| „„ than this, might have been an Equivalent for the 8 
= foo which was ſhed for my Redemption. A Part of 

Ry « my Heart, a Part of my T1me, a Part of my Labours, 3 
1 + might have ſufliced for Him, who bath given me all ” 


t my Powers; for Him, who hath delivered me from 
ee that Deſtruction, which would have made them my A 
c everlaſting Torment; for Him, who is railing me to 


| « the Regions of a bliſsful Immortality.” Can you * 
| with any Face fay this? If you cannot, then ſurely your 45 
| Conteience bears Nitneſs, that all I have recommended, 44 
| vnder the Limitations above, is reaſonable ; that Duty 1 
| and Gratitude require it; and conſequently, that by * 
| every allowed Failure init, you bring Guilt upon Fyour Ys 
| _ . own Soul, you cffend Cop, and ad unworthy your þ 
b: Chriſtian Profeſſion. 2 1 per 
5 $. 4. I 1NTREAT you farther to conſider, Whether hg 
BP ſuch a Conduct as I have now been recommending, would 5 
| | not con uce much to your Comfort and Uſefulneſs in Lift. 15 
1 Re fled ſeriouſly, What is true Happineſs ? Does it con- ws 
; | ft in Diſtance: from Gon, or in Nearneſs to Him? 11 
| _- Surely you cannot be a Chriſtian, ſurely you cannot be | 5 
1 2 Rational Man, if you doubt, whether Communion witk 5 
the great Father of our Spirits be a Pleaſure and Feli. - ! 
| City : And if it be, then furely they enjoy moſt of it, who Ny 
| keep him moſt conſtantly in View. You cannot but ba 
| know in your own Conſcience, that it is this which 155 
. makes the Happineſs of Heaven; and therefore the more 455 
. of it any Man enjoys upon Earth, the more of Heaven "al 
| comes down into his Soul. If you have made any Trial 7 
F of Religion, tho' it be but a few Months or Weeks 4 
i ſince you firſt became acquainted with it, you wuſt be 1 
| | ſome Judge of it upon your own Experience, which 155 
*M have been the moit pleaſant Days of your Life. Have 655 
| they not been thoſe, in which you have ated moſt upon $53 
| | theſe Principles; thoſe in which you have moſt ſteadily MG 
| and reſolutely carried them thro' every Hour of Time, Mes 


and every Circumſtance of Life? The Check which "gh 


{ you muſt in many Inſtances give to your own Inclina- mo 
; tions, might ſeem diſagreeable ; but it would ſurely be "In 
| overbalanced in a moit happy Manner, by the Satis- 10 : 
| faction you would find in a Conſciouſneſs of Self. Go: 1 bo 
vernmentz in having ſuch a Command of your Thoughts, _ 


3M Affections, and Actions, as is much more glorious than 
any Authority over others can be. $5.4 


— 


Chap. 20. end help to make you uſeful to others. 197 
§. 5. I woULD alſo intreat you to conſider the Tau. 
erte, which ſuch u Conduct as this might have wpon b. 
Happineſs e others, And it is eafy to be ſeen, it mult be 
yery great; as you would find your Heart always diſ- 
poſed to watch every Opportunity of doing Good, and 
to ſeize it with Eagerneſs and Delight. It would engage 
you to make it the Study and Buſineſs of your Lite, to 
order Things in ſuch a Manner, that e End-of one 
kind and ufeful Action might be the Beginning of anotver ; 

in which you would go on as naturally, as the inferior 

Animals do in thoſe ProduQtions and Actions by Which 

Mankind are relieved or inriched ; or as the Earth bears 

her ſucceſſive Crops of different vegetable Supplies. And 
tho' Mankind be, in this corrupt State, ſo unhappily in- 
clined to 1mitate evil Examples rather than good; yet it 
may be expected, that while your Light ſpines before Men, 
ſome ſceing your good Works will endeavour to tranicribe 
them in their own Lives, and fo to glorify your Father 
irh is in Heaven (c). The Charm of ſuch beautiful 
- M- dels would ſurely impreſs ſome, and incline them at 
leaſt to attempt an Imitation; and every Attempt would 
diſbpoſe to another. And thus, thro' the Divine Goad- 
nels, YOu might be entitled to a Share in the Praiſe, and 
the Reward, not only of the Good you had immediately 
cone yourlelf, but likewiſe of that which you had en- 
gaged others to do. And no Eye, but that of an all- 
ſearching Gop, can ſee, into what diſtant Times or 
aces the bleſſed Conſequences may reach. In every 
i:itance of which theſe Conſequences appear, it will put 
« generous and ſublime Joy into your Heart, which no 
waridly Proſperity could afford, and which would be the 
ivelicit Emblem of that high Delight which the Bleſſed 
Gov feels, in ſeeing and making his Creatures happy. 

. 6, Ir is true indeed, that amidſt all thoſe pious 
34 benevolent Cares, A Aickions may come, and in ſome 
Meaſure interrupt you ia the Midit of your projected 
dchemes. Bur ſure, % Afflifions will fit much ligl ter, 
when yoxr Heart is giaddened with the peaceful and ſoy- 
ful kcflection of your own Mind, and with ſo honour- 
able a Leitimony of Conſcience before God and Mag. 
UVenglutful will it be, to go back to paſt Scenes in your 
| K. Os Pleatng 


60 ) 4 att. V, 16, 


; 4 l 
f 
i 
1 
41 
4 
[4 
1 
" 
- 
- A. 1 
194 
' ! i 
$5 
$ 
18 
IF 
$35 y 
A 
* 
1 
1 
2.308 
845 
+ T3 
1 1 
n 
1 
* 14 
i 7 
T4: 
. # . 
* "| "ol 
% 1 . $4 I's. 
65 
7 
| N 
1 10 
Nai 
N 
8s # 
1 oY 
3 41 
Þs WC 
4 L 
$59 
Wh 6. 
* 5 
: Ye : 
© | | 
. y k 
[i 
1 19 
90 
1 AN | 
, 4 
15 
i ; 
14%; 
* 
in 
A i 
| : 3 
3 
ii \ 
3.38 
1 
- 238 
1 U 
19 5 
| 3 
1 
1 ; 
: : 145 7 
* 1 
: 7 
i 1 


P US ee ae nn WB eta OBI, anos * 
8 — 5 — 
p 


r FFC TTT * 


198 Such a Life will fwecten Afiidions, Chap. 20 
pleaſing Review, and to think, that you have not only 
been fincerely humbling yourſelves for thoſe paſt Ot. 
fences, which Afflictions may bring to your Remen. 
brance ; but that you have given ſubltaniiai Proots of the 
Sincerity of that Humiliaticn, by a. real Kefo matic 
of what has been amiis, and by àactipg with tirenuoy 
and vigorous Reſolution on the contrary Principle. And 
While Converſe with Gor, and doing Good to Mes, 
are made the preat Buſineſs and Pleaſure of Life, you 
will find a "Thouſand Opportunities 6f Enjoyment; 
even in the Midfi of heſe aiflictiond, which weculd 
tender you ſo in.ap«ble of rel ſhing the Pleatures cg 
Senſe, that the very Mention of them might in tht 

- Circumſtar ces ſeem ar Intult and a Ręproach. 
§. 7. Ar length, Leath vill come, Thai fdlemn and 
+ Important Hour, which hath been paſſed thicugh by © 
many Thoutands who have inthe main lived fuch a Lißz 
and by ſo many Millions w ho have negiected it. And 
let Conſcience ſay, if there was ever any one of the 
Millions, who had zen any Reaſon to rejoice in that 
Negledt; or any one, among the moſt ſtrict and exem- 
plary Chrifian', who then 1amented that his Heart and 
Lite had been . zealouſly devoted to Gop ? Let Con. 
ſcience ſay, whether they have wiſhed to have a Pait d 
tbat Time, which they bave thus empioyed, given back 
to them again, that they might be wore cez/ormed te fl. 
Werld ; that they might plunge themſelves deeper in 
its Amuſements, or purſue its Honours, its Poflefſionh 
or its Pleaſures, with greater Ezgerneſs than they bad 
dene? It you were yourſelf dying, and a dear Friene d 
Child flood near yeu, and this Bock and the lail Chip 
ter of it ſhould chance to ceme into your I houghth 
would you c2ution that Fiiend or Child againſt conv 
ing himſelt by ſuch Rules as I have advanced? I 
Queſtion may perhaps ſeem. unnecefiary, where the 4% 
ſwer is 10 plain and fo certain. Well then, let me be 
esch, you to learn C jou Hall line, by refleEimy 4 
you weld die, and what Ccuiſe you would wiſh 10 108 
beck upon, when you are juſt quitting this Work 
ard entering upon another, Think ſericuſly 3 u hat 
Death f.culd ſurprize ycu on a ſudden, and you ſa 
be Called into Eternity at an How's or a Minu 
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have been thus began ; and the Courſe of it, if it were 


ſaits ? Would not the Paſſage, the Flight from Earth co 
Heaven, be molt eaſy, molt pleaſant, in this View and 
Connection? And on the other Hand, if Death ſhould 
make more gradual Approaches, would not the Remem- 
brance of ſuch a pious, holy, humble, diligent and uſe- 
ful Life, make a dying Bed much ſolter wit eater, than 
i: would otherwiſe de? You would not die, depending 
2p0n theſe lhings: God forbid, that you ſhould ! Sen- 
iivle of your many Imperfections you would, no doubt, 
celire to throw yourlſeif at the Feet of Cbrift, that you 
night appear before Gov, adorned with bis Righteouſ- 
7: fe and waſhed from your Sins in bis Bluod. + You would 
allo with your dying Breach aſcribe to the Riches of his 
Grace every Good Diſpoſition you had found in your 
Heart, and every worthy Action you had been enabled 
to perform. But would it not give you a Delight worthy 
of being purchaſed with Ten thouſand Worlds to tre- 
fleck, that his Grace beſtowed upon you had not been in 


of orat ful Love, glos ifed your Heavenly Father on Eartò, 
and in ſome Degree, tho? not with the Perfection you 
could deire, finiſhed the Work which be had given you 
5% (e): That you had been living for many pat Years 
az on the Borders of Heaven, and endeavouring lo to 
torm your Heart and Lite to the Temper and Manners 
. s Inhabitants? 

8. AxD once more, let me intreat you to reflect 
on 1 View you will have f tis Matter, when you 
ce into a Hor'd of Glory, it (which I hope will be the 
happy Caſe) Divine Mercy conduct you thither. Will 
dot your Reception there be affected by your Care, or 
Negligence, i ig this Holy Courſe ? Will it appear an in- 
ditterent Thing in the Eye of che Bletied 5e, who dif- 
'ributes the Crowns, and allots the Thrones there, whe- 


!ndolent of his Servants ? Surely you mall with, to have 


(4) J Cor. xv. 18. (e) John xvii 4. 


Waraing, would you not wiſh that your laſt Day ſhould 1 
a Day of Health "and Activity, ſhould have been thus 


managed ? Would not you with that your Lord thould ; 
find you engaged in ſuch Thoughts and in ſuch Pur- 


vain (d); but that you had from an humble Principle 


mer you have been among rhe moſt zealors, or the mot 


2 ci 


* 
— 5 7 
- . : Fo : 
_ Py = ET Ce oC — — — I . — tn — —— — : 
-— OS — CO e 2 — 2 — re — — 
3 = — . 
, — l > ge — G P * N l 
— f — — — . a 9 : 4. e — an — — 
— . PEER hd ERIE. . — 2 — = CLIX 2 2 . - \ 
— — = Oo * = IE — — 2 2 
" _ Der — II — = 


- 3 a 
ro 


— 7 — 
5 2 1 


— 
3 


ä 


3 


— - * = 
— — 2 —— 


A 


— — my — 
— — — — — — mes . ͤ˖ꝛ4., y Demon Yo 5 Ht 2a; 
* * 
* 


r ⁵— ( ]˙ Md 


— 


an Entrance adminiſtered unto you abundantly, into the 
more certainly conduce to it, than to be always bound. 


glorious State, as to imagine, that you ſhall there lock 


in the Proſecution of ſuch a Prize. 


| therefore conclude the Chapter with reminding you 


Signs ve can well imagine, that you are an ene 


great Fountain of Being, and of Happineſs ; and a 


% 
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200 A Prayer ſuited to the State of a Soul, Chap. 20. 
Kingdom of your Lord and Saviour (f): And what can 
ing in this Work (g) You cannot think ſo meanly of that 


round about with a ſecret Diſappointment, and ſay in 
your Heart, that you over-valued the Inheritance you 
have received, and purſued it with too much Eaineltneſs, 
You will not ſurely complain, that it had too many of 
your Thoughts and Cares: But on the contrary, you 
have the higheſt Reaſon to believe, that if any Thing 
were capable of exciting your Indignatien and your 
Grief there, it would be, that amidſt fo many Motives, 
and ſo many Advantages, you exerted yourſelf no more 


| $. 9. But 1 will not enlarge on fo cl ar a Caſe, and 


'T hat to allow yourſelf deliberately to'ſit down fatished 
with any imperfect Attainments in Religion, and to 
look upon a more confirmed and improved State cf ita 
what you de not deſire, n:y, as what you ſecretly re- 
ſolve that you will not purfue, is one of the molt fatal 


Strapger tothe firſt Principles of it. 


A PRAYER /rited io the State of the Soul, who diſret i 


attain the Life reccmmended above. 
„% DIESSED Gop, I cannot contradict the Fore 
D <« of thele Reaſonings: Oh thai 1 may feel mot . 
«© than ever the laſting Effects of them: '1 hou art ile 2 


« from Thee, my Being was derived, ſo from Thee 


„ Hoppireſs directly flows; and the nearer 1 am 9 F 
1% hee, the purer and the more delicious is the Suean. ; 
© With Thee is the Fountain of Light 3 in Thy Light nl. " 
ee Lig (hb)! The great ObjeR of my final Hop! : 
4% ig to dwell tor ever with | hee. Give me now Jon! g 
« Foretaſte of that Delight | Give me, 1 beſeech hh 
« to experience the Ble/Jedus/s of that Man who feardl | 
4 the Lord, and who delighteth greatly in his Con ( pe 
, Un n 


y ff) 2 Pet. i. 11. (g) 1 Cor. xv. 58, (h) Pſal, xxx io 


k 
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Chap. 205 20 I attain to ſuch a Corſe , Life, 201 
« ments (i); and fo form my Heart by Thy Grace, that 
may be inthe Hear of the Lord all th: Day long (KN. 
« To Thee may my awrkenins Thiizhts be dire ted; 
„ and with the firit Ray of Light that vilits mine open- 
ing Eyes, lift up, O Lord, the Lizht of Thy Goante- 
% nauce up9n me (I) When my Faculties'are reuſed 
„ from that broken State in which they lay, while bu- 
* ried, and as it were, annihilated in Sleep, may my 
©« firſt Actions be conſecrated to Thee, O Gov, who 
* giveſt me Light; who piveſt me, as it were, every 
„% Morning a new Life and a new Reaſon ! Enable 24 
„Heart to pour out it/-lf before Ilice, with a filial Ræve- 
'* rence, Freedom and Endearment! And may I heater 
' to GOD, as I defire that he ſhould hearken unto me / 
* May 7hy Word be read with Attention and Pleaſure ! 
Mey my soul be delivered into the Mould of it, and 
„may I Hide it in mine Heart, that I may not fin againſt * 
« Thee(m) ! Animated by the great Motives there ſug- 
* getted, may I every Morning be renewing the Dedica- 
lion of myſelf to Thee, thro? Feſus Thy beloved Sen; 
Hand be deriving from Him new Supplies of that B.- 
ed Spirit of Tnine, whoſe Influences are the Life of 
„ my So e | OA 
And being thus prepared, do Thou, Lord, lead me 
% forth by the Hand ro all the Duties and Events of the 
„% Day! In that Calling, wherein Thou haſt been pleaſed. 
* to cal: me, may I abide with Thee (u); not being 
* Holgi in Brfaneſs; but fervent in Sprrit ſerving the 
Lord (0) 7' Vay I know the Value of Time, and al- 
„ways improve it to the bet Advantage, in ſuch Dy- 
ies as Thou haſt aſhgred me; how low ſcever they 5 
may ſeem, or how painful ſoever they may be! TO 
Lay Glory, O Lord, may the Labours of Life be 
purſucd ; and ro Thy Glory may the Refreſhments 
ot it be fought! Velber I cat, or drink, or whatever 
' {do p), may that End Rill be kept in View, and 
may it be attained !, And may every Refreſhment, 
«na Reicaſe*from Bulineſs, prepare me to ſerve Thee 
with greater Vigour and Reiolution ! | | 


t 
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202 APr ayer faind to tho Ser. of a Youl, Chap. 26, 


«6 May mine Eye be watchful tO obſerve the D: jeent 
e of Meccies from Thee; and may a grateful Senle of 


*« Thine Hand in them add a Savour and a Reliſh to all! 


« And when Affifirns come, which in a World like chis 
6 ; would accultom myſelf to expect, may I remember 
"+ that they come from Thee ; and may that fully recon- 


ar cite we to them, while I firmly believe, that the ſame 


„ Love which gives us o daily Bread, appoints us 
«© our daily Cres; which I would learn to re up 
that I may foilow my dear Lord (q), with a Temper 
de like the t which he manifeſted, when aſcending Cal- 
«« wary for my Sake; ſaying like Him, the Cup which 
& my Father hath given me fall I not drink it (r)? 
Aga when I enter into 1: mptation, do Thou, Lord, 
„ ider me from Evil (s) Make me ſenſible, I intreat 
Thee, of my own Wande that my Heart may be 
© raiſed to Thee for preſent Communications of pro- 


„ p*rtionable Strength! When Jam engaged in the So- 


„ cicty of others, may it be my Delire and my Care, that 
« may do, and receive, as much Good as poſlible; 


„ and may I continually anſwer the great Purpoſes of 


„% T ite, by honouring Thee, and diffuſing uſeful Know- 
«« ledge and Happineſs in the World! And when am 
„ alone, may I remember my Heavenly Father is with me; 
and may enjoy the Pleaſure of Thy Preſence, and feel 
* the avimating Power of it, awakening my Soul to an 
« earneſt Deſire to think, and act, as in- Thy Sight! 


„ Thus let my Days be foext'2 And let them always & 


« cloſedin Thy Fear, and under a Senſe of [hy graci 
% ous Preſence! Meet me, O Lord, in mine Evening 
% Retirements ! May I chule the moſt proper Time for, 
„% them; may [ dihgently attend to Reading and Prayer; 
and when | review my Conduct, may I do it with 
% an impartl..] Eye! {.et. not Self love ſpread a falle 
*+ Colouting over it; but may, I/ my/eff, as one that 
% expects to be j ad of the Lord, and is very ſolici. 
tous he may be approved by Thee, w who care all 
«© Hearts, und cant net forget any of my i ort (t)! Let 
% my Prayer come daily before Thee as Incenſe, and let it 
«6 lj (ing up of my Hanas be as the Morning and the Fern- 

« ing 
(6) Mark vin 24s (r) Jchn xviii. 111 '(s) Matt. vi. 13 
05 mos viii. 7 : g : | 


(9 


4 


Chap. 20. who would attain to ſuch a Courſe of Life. 203 
« ing Sacrifice (u) ] May I reſign my Powers to Sleep 
«© in ſweet Calmneſs and Serenity; conſcious: that I 
„ have lived to God in the Day, and ehearfully per- 
« /aad'd that I am accepted of Thee in Chrift Feſus my 
« 11:4, and humbly hoping in Thy Mercy thro! Him whe- 
« ther my Days on Earth be prolonged, or the Reſidue | 
« of them be cut off in the Mia (x) ? If Death comes by + 
„a leiſurely Advance, may it find me thus employed; p 
and if J am called on a ſudden to exchange Worlds, 
may my laſt Days and Hours be found to have been 
conducted by ſuch Maxims as theſe ; that I may have 
„ a ſwaet and eaſy Paſſage from the Services of Time 
* to he infinitely nobler Services of an immortal State! 
„Jak it thro” Him, who while on Earth was the faireſt 
„% Pattern and Example of every Virtue and Grace, and 
* who now lives and reigns with Thee, able to ſave unto 
% the uttermot (y) : To him having done all I would fly 
with hamole Acknowledgment that I am ax unprofit- 
* able Servant (2); to Him be Glory for ever and 
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„% ever. Amen.“ 


(v) Pfal. cxli. 2. 


(x) Iſai; xxxviii. 10. | (y) Heb, vii, 25. 
(%) Lake xvii. 10. | : e 
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Te Young Convert is cautioned, Chap. 21. 


CHAP. XXI. 


A Caution againſt various Temptations, by 
avkich the young Convert may be drawn 
aſide from the Courſe recommended above. 


Dangers continue, after the fir Difficulties ¶ conſidertd 


Chap. xvi.) are broken thro', F. 1. Particular Cantions, 
(I.) Ag aint a fluggiſh and indolent Temper, F. 2. (2) 
Again the enceſſtibe Love of ſenſitibe Fleaſure, &. 3, 
leading to a Neglect of Biſineſs and needleſs Expence, F. 4. 
(3-) Againfi the Suares of vain Company, F.. 5. (4) 
Againſt exceſſive Hurries of worldly Bufineſs, F. 6. 
which is inferced hy the fatal Cenjequences theſe hadi 
had. in many Caſes, $. 7. The Chapter concludes with 
an Exhoriation to die io this World, and live to ante 


iber, 9 8. And the young Convert's Prayer for D:- 


vine Proteftion againſt the Dangers ariſiug from ſbeſe 
Snares. | 
Ct 1 Repreſentation I have been making of 

the Pleaſure and Advantage of a Life ſpent 
in Devotedneſs to Gup and Communion with Him, as 
J have de ſcribed it above, will I hope engage you, my 
dear Reader, to form ſome Purpoſes, and make ſome 
Attempt to obtain it. But from conſidering the Nature, 
and obſerving the Courſe of Things, it appears exceed - 
ingly evident, that beſides the generai Oppofition which 
J tormerly mentioned as like to attend you in your fit 


Entrance ou a religious Lite, you will find even alter 


you have reſolutely broke thru? this, à Variety of Hin- 
&rances in any Atiempts of exem lary Piety, and in the 
Proſecution of a remarkably” ſtrict and edifying Court, 
wü prefent them (elves daily in your Path, And wberes⸗ 
| r en 
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Chap. 21. a a Hu 210 aud 1 an 305 
zou may by a few reſolute Eforts,  bafle ſome of the 
former tort of Enemies; theſe will be perpetually re- 
newing their Oaſets, and a vigorous Struggle mult be 
continually maintained with them. Give me Leave now. 
the:efore, to be particular in my Caution againlt /ame 
of the chi:f of (hem. And here 1 would infilt upon rhe 
Dari which will ariſe from Indolence and the Love 
%, Pleaſure ; from vain Con pany, and from worldly Cares. 
Each of theſe may prove iaſnaring to any, and eſpecially 
to young Perſons, 'to whom en, now have ſome 
parc Regard. 
$. 2. I 1NT&EAT you therefore, in 1 the felt Place, that 
you will gaard againſt 3 iuggifh and indulent 7. em per. 
The love of Eaſe inſinuates itfelf into the Heart, under 
a V ariety of plauſible Pretences, which are often allowed 
to paſs, when Temptations of a groſſer Nature would not 
be admitted. Ihe mi/vending a little Time ſeems to wile 
and good Men 5 « ſmall Matter ; yet this ſometimes 
rugs them into great Inconvemencies, Itoften leads them 
to break in upon the Seaſons regularly allotted to Devo- 
tion, and to defer Buſineſs, which might immediately be 
done, buc being 1 off from Day to Day is not done at 
all; and thereby che Services of Life are at leaſt diminiſh- 
ed, and the Rewards of Eternity diminiſhed proportion- 
ably : Not to in ſiſt upon it, that very frequently this lays 
, the Soul open to farther Temptations, by which it falls 
in Conſequence of being found unempleyed. Be there- 
fore ſa (picious. of the firſt Approaches of this Kind. Re- 
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member, that the Soul of Men is an ative Being, and 
| that it mull find its Pleaſure in Activity. Gerd up there- 
. tore the Loins of your Mind (a). Endeavour to keep your- 
5 | geif alwayswell employed. Be exad, if J may with hum- 
f e Reverence nie the Expreſſivn, in your Appointments 


a % GOD, Meet Him early in the Morning; and Tay not 
U 


wh ive Sluggard, when the proper Hour of riſing is 
come, 4 little mure Sleep, @ little more Slumber (b). 
That Time which Prudence ſhall adviſe yau, give to 
Converſation, and other Recreations, But when that 
is elapſed, and no unforeſeen nd important Engagement 
prelents, % and begone. Quit the Company of your 
dearell Friends, and 7ecire to N Projer Buſineſs, whe- 


cr 


{a) et, i 13. | (b) Prov. vi. 18. ] 


3 # 


205 Cantions acainf the Rabe Pleaſure, Chap. 21, 


© ther it be i in the Field, the Shop, or the Cloſet. Por by 


- acting ccnj;rary to the ſecret Diftates of your Mind, az 


more important And always remember, that à Servait | 


| 715 told us, that a Man muſi deny bimfelf, and take up 


a 


do it if p-fible To Morrow: And do not cut yourſelf 


Hindrance to you in that Religious Courſe, which I have 


Cu 1s the Son of Gov, ihe Former and the Heir of all 


the Glory of Gob and the Salvation of Men, In this 
Way we are to follow Him; and as we knaw not bow 


tt) 2 Lim. ii. 3 


to what it is juſt at the preſent Moment beſt to do, tho 


it be but in the Manner of pending Half an Hou, ſome 
Degree of Guilt is contracted, and a Habit is cheriſhed, 


which may draw after it much worſe Con{iequences, 
Confider therefore, what Duties are to be diſpatched, 
and in what Seaſons, Form your Plan as prudently as 
you can, and purſue. it reſolutely ; unleſs any unexpec | 
ted Incident ariſes, which leads you to conclude, that 
Duty calls you another Way. Allowances for ſuch un- 


thought of Iaterruption mult be made; but if in Cen- 
ſequence of this, you are obliged to omit any Thing of 
Importance which you props bes to have done to Day, 


out new Work, till the former Plan be diſpatched ; un- 
leſs you rely judge it, not merely more amuſing, but 


ef Cori! thouid fee to it, that he determine on thele 
Sent ns, as in bis Maſter's Preſence. 

. 3. GUARD alſo againit an exceſive Love of ful. 
tive 2415 animal Pleaſure, as that Which will be à great 


row been urging. You cannot but know that Chrif 
his Croſs dai, if he deſire to tecome bis Diſciple (e). 


Things, pleaſed not bim/csf (d)); but ſubmitted to Want, 
to Lificulties and Hardſhips; in the Way of Duty, and 
ſome of them of the ex'remeſt Kind and Degree, for 


ſoon we may be called, even to re/ft unto Blood, firiving 
agu, Sin (< ) it is certainly bett to accuſtom ourlelves to 
that D ip. ine, which we may poſſibly be called out to 
excrcile, even in {uch rigorous Heights. A loft and de- 
licate Lite will give force to Temptations, which*migt 
eaſily be ſubdued by one, who has habituated hinitelf 
to endure HHariifpip as good Seldicr of Fefus Cbrift ; #). 
It alſo produces an Attachmeut to this World, and at 


| Cost 
00 1 ix. 2. (d) Rom. xv. 3. (e) Heb. 3h 


9 


ſoon to be called away to that better Country which they 


zilipned z and fo after a ſhort Courſe of Indulgence may 


be under ftrong Temprations to ſome low Artifice or 


Chap. 21. @s 1 to Expence and Llkach. 207 


Unwillingneſs to leave it; which ill becomes thoſe who 
are Scraugers aud Pilgrims on Earth, and who expect ſo 


profeſs to ſee (g). Add to this, that what the World 


calls a Life of Pleaſure, is neceſſarily a Life of Expence 


too, and may perhaps lead yon, as it has done many 
others, and eſpecially many who have been ſetting out 
in the World, beyond the Limits which Providence has 


produce a proportionable Want. And while in other Caſes 
it is true, that Pity ſhould be fhewn to th: Por, this is a 
Poverty, that is juſtly contemptible, becauſe it is the Ef- 
fect of a Man's own F lly; and when your Want thus comes 
por you at an armed Man (b), you will not only find your- 
ſelf Uripped of the Capacity you might otherwile have 
ſecured tor performing thoſe Works of Charity which are 
ſo ornamental to a Chriſtian Profeſſion, but probably will 


mean Compliance, quite beneath the Chriſtian Character, 
and that of an upright Man, Many whe once made a 
high Profeſſion, after a Se ies of ſuch ſorry and ſcandalous 
Shuts, have fallen into tie Intamy of Bark.uprs, and of 
the wor? Kind of Bantrupts; I mean ſuch have laviſh- 
ed away on themielves what was indeed the Property 
of others, and fo have isjured, and perhaps ruined; the 
Indultirious, to teed a foolith, luxurious, or oſtentatious 


Humour, which while indulged was the Shame of their 


own Families, and when it can be indulged no longer is 


their 1 orment. This will be a terrible Reproach to 


Religion: Such a Reproach to it, that a good Man 
would rather chuſe to live on Bread and Water, or in- 
deed to die for Want of them, than to occaſion it. 

4. GwarD therefore, | beſeech you againit any 
Thing which might tend that Way, eſpecially by Dili- 
gence in hun,, and by Prudence and Prugality in Ex- 
pence, which by the Divine Blefling, may have a very 
happy Influence to make your Affairs proſperous, your 
Health vigoreus, and your Mind eaſy. But this cannot 

e atialned without keeping a reſolute Watch over your- 
ſelf, and firenuouſly refuling to comply with many Propo- 
fals, which Indolence or Senſuality will offer in very play- 


= ſible 
(8) Heb, xi. 13:—16. (b) Prov. Vis 11. 
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+ «.autions agalnſt the Snares of Company, Chap. 21. ( 
fible Forms and for which it will plead, “ that it afks f 
** but very little.” Take heed, Jett in this Reſp:R yon 
imitate thoſe fond Parents, who by indulging their } 
Children in every little Thing they have a mind to, 0 


encourage them by inſenfible Degrees to grow ſtill mere f 
incroaching, and imperions in their Demands; ag if 0 
they choſe to be ruintd with them, rather than zo chers t! 
them in what ſeems a Trifle. Remember, and conſider 0 
that excellent Remark, ſeated by the Ruin of fo many * 
Troutfands : © He that deſpiſeth /mal/ Ling, ſhall fall c: 
by little and little.“ e I 
$. 5. In this View, give me leave alfo ſeriouſly and Fa 
tenderly to caution you, my dear Reader, agaiult tbe C 
Snares of vain Company. I ſpeak not, as before, of that a1 
Company, which is openly licentious and profane. I 0 
hope, there is ſomething now in your Temper and Views, th 
which would engage you to turn away from ſuch with ti 
Veteſtation and Horror. But I befeech you to conſider, | 
that thoſe Companions may be very dangerous, who Sy 
might at firft give you but very little Alarm: I mean ev 
thoſe, who tho? not the declared Enemies of Religion, ag 
and profeſſed followers of Vice and Diſorder, yet never- W. 
theleis have no practical Senſe of Divine Things on < 
their Hearts, ſo far as can be judged by their Conver- M 
{ation and Behaviour. You muſt often of Neceſſity be ge 
with ſuch Perſans, and Chriſtianity uot only allows, en. 
buß requires, that you ſhould, on all expedient Occa- of 
ſions of Intercourle with them, treat them with Eivility cal 
and Reipect: But chuſe not ſuch for your mof# intimate gin 
F, iendi, aud do not contrive to ſpend moſt of your leiſure ane 
Moments among them. For ſuch Converſe has a ſen- Oh 
üble tendency to alienate the Soul from Gop, and to wil 
render it unfit for all ſpiritual Communion with him. 01 
To convince you of this, do but reflect on your own Ex- BF. tha 
perience, when you have been for many Hours together Cy 
among Ferions of ſuch a Character. Do you not find or 
yourſelf more indiſpoſed for Devotional Exerciſes? Do be 
You not find your Heart, by inſenlible Degrees, more ty ye 
and more inclined to a Conformity to this World, and It is 
to look with a ſecret Diſteliſh on thoſe Objects and Em. are 
loyments, to which Reaſon directs as the nobleſt and ent 
the beit ? Obſerve che firſt Symptoms, and guard againl : 
i) P 


the Snare in Time; And for this P urpoſe, CN [9 
| orm 


: 
F 
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Chap. 21. and the Hurriet of worldly H. Aueſi. 209 
form Friendſhips, founded in Piety, and ſupported by it. 
Be a Companion of them that fear Grd, aud of them that 
keen bis Precepts (i). You well know, that in the Sight 
of Gon they are the Excellent of the Erb; let them there- 
fore be ail your Delight (k). And that the peculiar Benefit 
of their Friendſhip may not be loft, endeavour to make 
the beſt of the Hours you ſpend with them. The wilet 
of Men has obſerved, that when Coun/el in the Heart of 
a Man is like deep Waters; that is, when it lies low and 
concealed, a Man of Unudor/landing zbill dratu it cut (I). 
Endeavour therefore on ſuch Occaſions, ſo far as you 
can doit with Decency, and Convenience, to give the 
Converſation a Religions Turn, Aad when ferious 
and uſeful] Subjects are ſtarted in your Preſence, lay hold 
of them, and cultivate them; and for that Purpoſe et 
the Word of Chrift dwell richly in you (m], and be con- 
tnually made 7% Man of your Counſel (n). 
9. 6. IF it be ſo, it will ſecure you, not only from the 
Snares of Idleneſs and Luxury, but from the Contagion of 
every bad Example. And it will alſo engage you to guard 
againſt thoſe exce/ive Hurries of worldly Bufinejs, winch 
would fill up all your Time and Thoughts, and thereby 
choke the good ord of Gor, and rener it 19 a great 
M-aſure, if not quite, wfrnitful (o). Young yeople are 
generally of an enterprizing Diſpoſition : Having experi- 
enced comparatively little of the Fatigue of Bufineſs, aud 
of the Diſappointments and Incumbrances of Lite, they 
eaſiſy (wallaw them up, and annihilate them in their Ina- 
gination, and fancy that their Spirit, their Application 
and Addreſs, will be able to encounter and ſarmount every 
Obſtacle of Hindrance. But the Event proves it other- 
wile, Let me intreat you therefore, to be cautious, how 
you plunge yourſelf into a greater Variety of Bufineſs 
« than you are capable of managing as you ought, that is, in 
Cunſitency with the Care of your Souls, and the Service 
oiGop ; which certainly ought not on any Pretenc? to 
be nepleted. It is true indeed, that @ prudent Regard. 
ty your Forldly Intereft would require ſuch a Caution; as 
115 obvious to every careful Obſerver, that Multitades 
are undone, by graſping at more than they can conveat- 
ently manage. Flence it has frequently been ſeen, that 
| | N | while 
(5) Pfal. exix: 64, () Pfal. xvi. g. (1) Prov. Xx 5 

n) Cul, Au. 10. (n) Plal, X. 230 (0) Matt. Xl. 222 
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210 The Folly of reſolving to be Rich, | Chap 21. 


while they have ſeemed re/ol ved to be rich, they have 


prerced themſelves thro! with many Sorrows (p), have 
ruined their own Families, and drawn down many others 


into Detelation with them, Wheticas, could they have 
been contented with moderate Employments and mode. 
rate Gains, thev might have proſpered in their Buſineſs, 
and might by ſure Degrees, under a Divine Beſſing have 


advanced to great and aunuurable Increaſe, Bur if there 


were go Danger at all to be «pprehended on this Head, 
if you. were as certain of becoming rich ani! great, as 
you are of perplexing and fatiguing yourlelf in the At- 
tempt, conſticr | beſeech you, how precarious theſe 
Enjoyments are. Confider, how often, à pt-ntifid Table 
becomes a Snare, and that which ſpuuid he been for a 


Man's Welfare becomes a Trap (g). Forget not that 


ſhort Leſlon, which is ſo comprehenſive of the higheſt 
Wiſdom; One 1hing is need/ul (r). Be daily thinking, 
while the gay and the great Things of Lite are glitter- 
ing before your Eyes, how ſoon Death will come, and 
impoverith you-at once; how {00n it will trip you of ail 
Poilefhons, but thoſe which a naked Sou! can carry 
along with it into Eternity, when 1t drops the Foy in 


the Grave, ETERNITTI KTERNITTI EvtrxiTY! 


Carry the View of it abu; with you, if it be poflible, 
thro! every Hour of waking Hife; and be fully per- 
ſuaded, that you have no Bulineſs, no Intereſt in Life, 


that is inconfilient with it: For whatſoever would be 


injurious to this View, is xo? your Buſinejs, is not your In. 


tereſt. You lee indeed, that the Generality ut Men aQt 


as it they thought the great '{hing which Gop required 
of them, in order to ſecure his Favour, was 70 get a5 
much of the World as pothble ; ai lealt, as much as che) 


7 can without any groſs Immoiahty, and without Tit 
gquing the Lots of all, for making a little Addition.“ 


And as it 1t were to abet this Dehgn, they tell others, 
and perhaps tell ih-mielves, they only ſeek Opportuni- 
ties of greater Uſ/efuineſs. But in tKtiect, if they mean 
any Thing more by this, than a Capacity of Uleful- 
neis, which when they have it, Hey will not exert, the) 
generally deceive themielves ; and one Way vr anotlieh 
it is a vain Pretence. In moſt Initances, Men ſeek the 
i World, 
(p) 1 Tim, vi. 10. (q) Pfal. Ix ix. 22, (r) Luke x. 4, 
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Chap. 21. and the fatal Conſequence of it, 211 
Worid,—either that they may hoard up Riches, for 
the mean and ſcandalous Satisfaction of looking 
upon them while they are living, and of thinking, 
that when they are dead it will be ſaid of them, that 
they have left jo many Hundreds or Thn/and; of Pounds 
behind them; very probably, to inſnare their Chifdren, 
or their Heirs, (for the Vanity is not peculiar to thoſe 
Who have Children of their own): Or eiſe, that 
they may laviſh away their Riches on their Luits, and 
drown themielves ig a Gulph of Senſualits, in which, 
it Reaſon be not loſt, Religion is foon ſwallowed up, 
and with it all the gobleſt Plesſores which can enter 
into the Heart of Man. In this View, che Generality 
of &ich People appear to me Objects of much greater 
Compatnon than the Poor: Eſpecialty as when 6074 live 
(waich is frequently the Cate mwithent any Fear of GOD. 
before their Eyes, the Lich abuſe the greater Variety 
and Abuucance of his Faivou's, and therefore will pro- 
bably feel, in that World of future Ruin which awaits 
1m, enitent Sinners, a more exquiliite Sente of their 
Mitery. IJ | e | 
$. 7. Anp let me obſerve to you, my dear Reader, 
leit „ou thunia think yourſelf fecare tram any ſuch Dan» 
ger, that we have great Realon to apprentend, there are 
many now in a very wietched State, wao once thought 
ſeriouſly of Religion, when they were firit ſetting out, in 
lower Circumitances of ife; but they have ſiace for- 
faken Gep for Mammon, and are now priding theme: ves, 
in thoſe pollen Chains, which in all Probabilicy, before 
it be long, will leave them to remain in %% of Darkneſs. 
VWaen therefore an Attachment to the World may oe fol- 
lowed witn ſuch fata Conſequences, let not thine Heart - 
envy d inners (s); and do not, out of a Deſire of gaining 
What tney have, be guilty of tach Foliy as to"expuie 
yourſelf to this double Danger of failing inthe At- 
tempt, or of being undone by the Succeſs of it. Contract 
your Defires; endeavour to be eaſy and content with a 
little: Andif Providence call you our to act in a larger 
_ Spaere, ſubmir to it in Obcdience to Providence, but 
number it among the Trials of Life, which it will re- 
quire a larger Proportion of Grace to bear weil. For be 
ellured, thai as Affairs and Iateretts multiply, Cares and 
1 © Daties 


(). Prov. xXIU. 17. 
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212 An Ex hortation to dic ta the World, Chap. 21. 
Du: ies will certainly increaſe, and probably Diſappoiat- 
ments and Sorrows will increaſe in an equ4il Proportion, 

8. Ox the whole, Learu by Livine Grace to dic to 
the » preſent Wild; to ok u pon it as a low State of Be- 
ing, which Gop never intended for the final and com- 
plear Happineſs, or the ſupreme Care of any one of his 
Children: A World, where fomething is indeed to be 
enjeyed, but chiefly /rem Himself; where a great deal is 
to be borne with Patience and Reſignation ;j and where 
ſome 1 1mpo; tant Duties are to be performed, and & Cow/e 
ef Diſcline to be paſſed thro', by which you are to be 


formed for a better State; to which as a Chriſtian you 


are near, and to which Gop will call you, perhaps on a 
ſudden, bot undoubtedly, if you hold on your Way, in 
the fitteit Time and the moit convenient Manner. Reter 
therefore all this to Him. Let your Hopes and Fears, 


your Ezpectz.icns and Deſires, with Regard to this 
World be kept as low as poilible ; and all your 1 houghts 


be united, as much as may be, in this one Center, What 
It is, tha: Gb would, in preſent Cireumſlances, have 
you to be; and what 1s that Med of Condudt, by which 


vou may molt cf analy pleaſe ed ak him J 


The Y bung n 4 Pa AYER for Divine . P againf 
the Danger of theſe Suares. 


„ TRLESSED cop! In the Mid of Ten Thou- 
« ſand Snare« and Dangers, which ſurround ms 
* from without and from within, permit me to loek up 


« unto Thee with wy humble Intreaty, that 'I hou 


« wouldft & me from them that riſe up. againſt me (t), 
„% and that Ihe Eyes may be upon me for Good (u)! 

„ When Sloth and Indolence are ready to ſeize me, 
« awaken me ſrom that Idle Dream, with lively and 
« affectionate Views of that inviſible and eternal World, 


„ to Which I am tending |! Remind me of what infinite 


„ Importance it is, that I di.jgently improve thoſe 

„ tranhent Moments, which Thou haſt allotted.to me 

« as the Time of my Preparation ror. n 

„ When Sinners entice me, may 1 not conſent (x)! 

May 9 Converſe with Cod ire me a Lilreliſſ tor 
e e e 


cc 


G ahn (u) Jer. xxiv. 6. (x) Prov. 1, 10 


a. 


Ch 


Chap. 21. A Prayer to be hept from theſe Snares. 243 
the Converſe of thoſe. who are Strangers to Thee, 
« and whe would ſeparate my Soul from Thee! May [ 
% honour them that fear the Lod (y), and walking with 
i ſuch avi/e and holy Men, may I find | am daily ad- 
“ rancing in Wiidom and Holineſs (2)! Duicken me, O 
Lord, by their Means; that by me Thou mayet alſo 
„ quicken others! Make me the happy Inſtrument of 
** 1akindling and animating the Flame of Divine Love 
„in their Breaſts ; and may it catch fro Heart to 
'« Heart, and grow every Moment in its Progreſs. _ 
Guard me, O Lord, from he Love of ſenſual Plea- 
% /are May ſeriouſly remember, that zo be carnally- 
i mintrd is Death (a) ! May it pleaſe Thee therefore, 
to purity and refine my Soul by the Influence of Ihine 
Holy Spirit, that I may always ſhan unlawfal Gratt- 
cations, more ſolicitouſly than others purſue them; 
and that thoſe Indulgences of animal Nature, which 
Thou haſt allowed, and which the Conſtitution of 
Things render neceſſary, may be ſoberly and mode- 
rately uſed 1 May I ſtill remember the ſuperior Dig- 
nity of my Spiritual and Intelligent Nature, and may 
the Pleaſures of the Vun and the Cbriſian be ſought. 
as my nobleſt Happineſs! May my Soul riſe on the 
Wings of holy Contemplation, to the Regions of In- 
viſible Glory; and may I be endeavouring to form 


Entertainments of thoſe Angelick Spirits, that live in 
Toy Preſence in @ happy incapacity of thoſe groſs De- 
lights, by which Spirits dwelling in Fleſh are fo often 
ininared, and in which they ſo often lofe the Memory 
of their high Original, and of thoſe noble Hopes 
which alone are proportionable to it ! f 
ire me, O Lord, to know the Station in which 
Thvu batt fixed me, and ſteadily to purſue the Du- 
ties of it! Bar deliver me from thoſe cc Cares of” 
is World, which would ſo engroſs wy lime and my 
Thoughts, that the one Thins negiful ſhould be for- 
gotten! May my Defires after wi ridly Pollefſions be 
moderated, by conſidering their unceria:n and unſatiſ- 
tying Nature; and while others are /aying up Treajures 
| : | | 66 On 
% Pia. XVs 4. (2, Prov. Xii. 29. () Rom. vin. 6 
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myſelf, under the Influences of Divine Grace, for the _ 
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« nearer and nearer to that deſirable Center; 
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214” A Prayer to be kept From theſe Snares." Chap. 21; 


„ 9% Earth, may I be rich towards GOD (b). f May I 


„ never be 700 buſjto attend to thuſe great Aﬀatrs, which 
« lie between Thee and my Soul; never be ſo engroſſed 


„„ with the concerns of Time, as to neglect the Intereſts 


e«« of Eternity! May I paſs thro? Earth with my Heart 
* and Hopes ſet upon Heaven, and feel the attractive 
Influence ſtronger and ſtronger, as I approach ſtill 
till tbe 
* bopjy Moment come, when every earthly Object ſnall 
% diſappear from my View, and the ſhining Glories 
„ of the Heavenly World ſhall fill my improved and 


„ ſtrengthened Sight, which hall then be cheared with. 


4% that which would now overwhelm me | Amen,” 


{b) Lnke $i, 2lo 


Ch. 


\q 


Chap. 22. HDedenfions in Religion to Be fearedl. 215 


En p.4 40 0 
The Caſe ot f Spiritual Decay and Languor 


in Religion. 


Declonfrans in n au Relagpſes into Sins, auch thery 
forrowful Conjequences, are in the general ros provavle 
& 1. The Caje of Declenſſon and Lauguor in Religion 
deſcribed, negatively 5 &. 2. an pofl:iocly ; 3198 + 
as diſcovering itſelf, (1.) By 4 Failure in the- Duties 
of the Cloſet 8 4. (2.) By a Neglect of Secial Wor- 
ſhip, $. 5. (3) By Want of Love to our Fellows 
Chriſtians, d, 6. (4.) By an undae Attachment to ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, or ſecular Cares, \ 7. (J.) By Pres 
judices ayain/! fome important Principles im Religion: 
F. 8. 4 Symptom peculiarly ſad and dangerous, J. 9. 
10. Directions for Recovery, F. II. Immediately to 
0 purſued, $. 12. 4A FOO: For one under Spiritual 

Decays. 
= am ſo happy as to prevail npon you in the 
Exhortations and Cautions I have given, you 
will probably go on with Pleaſure and Comfort in Re- 
ligion; and vour Path will generally be lite the Morning 

Light, N Jhineth more and more until the perfect Day. 

(a). Yet I dare not flatter myſelf with an Expectation 

of ſuch Succeſs, as ſhall carry you above thoſe Varieties 

in Temper, Conduct, and State, which have been more 
or leis the Complaint of the beit of Men, Moch doT. 
fear, that how warmly ſoever your Heart may now be 
ibn, aed with the Repreſentation I have been making, 
tho! the great Objeds of your Faith and Hope con- 
tinue unchangeable, your Temper towards them will 
be * changed Much do I fear, that you will feel your 
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216 Opivitual Decay will dijeaver itfelf, 
Mind /anguihh and tire in the good Ways of God; nay, 
that you may be prevailed upon to take fome Step out 


of them, and may thus fall a Prey to ſome of th;/e Temp. 
talions, which you now look upon with a holy Scorn, 
Ihe probable Conſequence of this will be, that God 


will Ye his Face from you; that he will ttretch forth 


his afflicting Hand againit you; and that you ſtiil Will 


ſee your ſorrowful Moments, how chearfully ſoe ver you 
may now be rejoicing in the Lord, ani joying in the G 
ef your Salvaticn b). 1 hope the.etore, it may be of 


ſome Service, it this too probable Dent ſhould happen, 


to conkder theſe Caſes a little more particularly: And 
] aeartily pray, that God would make what [ ſhall ſay 
concerning them, the Means of refloring, comtoring, 
and ftiengthening your Soul, if he ever ſuffers you in 
any Degree to deviate from him. 

$. 2. We will conſider the Caſe of Spiritual De- 


elen ions, and Languor in Religion. And here I defire, 


that, before I proceed any farther, you would obſerve, 
thai I du not comprehend under this Head every Abate- 
went of that Fervour, which a young Convert may find 
when he firſt becomes experimentally acquainted with 


Divine Things. Our Natures are fo framed, that the 


Noveity of Objects ftrikes them in ſomething of a pe- 


culiar Manner: Not to urge, how much more eaſily our 


Paſſions are 1mprefied in the earlier Years of Life, than 
when we ar: more advanced in the Journey of it, This, 
perhaps, is not {uticienily conſidered. Too great 4 
Streſs is commouly laid oz the flow of Affettions ; and 
for Want of this a Chriſtian who is ripencd in Grace, 
and greatly advanced is his Preparation for Glory, may 
ſometimes be ready to lament imaginary rather than 
real Cecays, and to lay, without any jull Poundation, 
Oh that it were with me as in Months paſt (S) Therefore, 


you can hardly be too frequently told, tnat Relaprou con- 


ats ch:efty, ** 16 the Reſolution of the Wiil for GOD, 
© aud itt a con/ant Care to avoid whatever we are per- 
© ſuaded he would diſapprove, to diſpatch the Work 


« He has aligned us in Life, and to promote his Glory 


“ in the Happineis of Mankind.“ To this we are 
chick y to auieud, looking in ali to the Simplicity and 
Parity 


(00 Hub, li. 28. (e) Job XXX. 2. 


Chap. 1. 


a, 


Chap. 22. 3 a fa lure ia the Duties of we Cloſet, 217 
Purity of thoſe Motives from which we act, which we 
know are chiefly regarded by that GOD who ſearches 
the Heart ; humbling themſelves before him at the ſame 
Time under a Senie of our many Imperfections, and fly- 
ing to the Blood of Chrif and the Grace of the Goſpel. 


1 3. Havinc given this Precaution, I will nowa 


little more particulariy deſcribe the Caſe, which I call 
10e State of @ Chriſtian who is dec. NING in Religion; lo far 
as .. does not fall i in wich thoſe, which I ſhall conſider 
in the following Chapters. And I mult obſerve, thatit 
chiefly conſiſts “ in @ Porgetfulnef's of Divine Objects, 
and a Remr neſs i in thife various Dutie, to which we 
© ſtand engaged by that jolemn Surrender, which we have 
© made of ourſelves to the Service of Gop.”? There 
will be a Variety of Symptoms, according to the dif- 
ferent Circumſtances and Relations in which the Chriſ- 
tian is placed; but ſame will be of a more untvertal 
Kind, It willbe peculiarly proper to touch on thele; 
aud ſo much the rather, as theſe Declenfions are often 
vncbſerved, like the grey Hairs which were aon ee 
when he knew it not (d). 

4. SHOULD you, my good Reader, fall i into this 
Ste, it will probably firlt difcover itſelf, by a Failure 
in the Duties of the Cloſet. Not that 1 ſuppole, they 
will at firſt, or coriglaly conclude, that they will at all, 
be wholly omitted : But they will be run over in a cold 
and formal Manner, Sloth, or ſome of thoſe other 
Snares which I cautioned you againſt in the former Chap- 
ter, will ſo far prevail upon you, that tho' perhaps you 
know and recollect, that e proper Seaſon of Retirement 
1s come, you will ſometimes indulge yourſeif upon your 
Bed in The Morning, ſometimes in Conver/atiun or Bufineſs 
in the Evening, ſo as not to have convenient Jime for 
It, Or perhaps, when you come into your Cloſet at- 
that Seaſon, ſome favourite Book you are deſireus to 
read, ſome Correſpondence that you chuſe to carry on, 
or ſome other Amuſement will preſent itſelf, and plead 
to be diſpatched firft. This will probably take up more 
lime than you imagined ; and then ſecret Prayer will 
be hurried over, and perhaps reading the Scripture quite 
neglected. You will plead perhaps. that it is but for 


once ; 
(d) Hof. vii. g. 
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218 Yee au Je 4 Mg of Social Duties, Chap. 22. 
0170 But the ſame Allowance will be made  /*cond and 


a ithnrd Time; and it will grow more ealy and familiar 


to vou each iime, chan it was the leſt. And thus 
GOD will be nec bed, aud your own Soul will be de. 
frauded of 775 /piritrnal Meals, if I may be allowed the. 
Expreſſion; the Word of Cons will be flighted, and 
Sell-Examination quite Ciſuſed ; and ſerret Prayer it. 
ſelf will grow a Purthen, rather than a Delight; a tri- 
fi'ng Cerem oy, rather than à devout Homage fit for the 
Acceptance of our Father av30 is in Heaven, 

F. 5. Ur immediate and reſo ute Meaſures be not 
taken for your Recovery from thete Declenſions, they 
will ſpread f-rther, and reach he 42; of jocial Worſhip, 
You will feei the Effect in your Families, and in Publick 
Ordinances. And if you do not fed it, the Symptoms 
will be jo much the coe. Wandering Thoughts will 
(as it were) eat out the very Heart of theſe Duties. It 
i not, 1 believe, the Priciiege of the moſt eminent 
Chriſtians, to be entirely free from them : But probably 
in theſe Circumſtances, you. will find but few Intervals 
of ſtrict Attention, or of avy Thing which wears the 
Appearance of iwd Devotion. And when thefe 
heartleſs Duties are concluded, there will ſcarce be a 
Refle&ion made, how little Gop hath been enjoyed in 
them, how little he hath been honoured by them. Per- 
haps the Sacrament of %% Lord's Suppery being fo ad- 

:irably adapted to fix the Attention of the Soul, and 
to excite its warmeſt Exerciſe of holy Aﬀections, may be 
the laft Ordinance in which theſe Declenfions will be Vell. 
And yet, who can ſay, that the Sacred Table is a pri- 
vileged Place ! Having been unneceſſarily ſtraitened in 
your Preparations, you will attend with leſs Fixecnel 


ard Ealargement cf Heart than uſual. And perhaps 


Diſſatisſaclion in the Review, when there has been a 
remarkable Alienation or Inſenfibjlity of Mind, may 
occation a Diſpoſitien to for/ake ge] | Flace und your 
Duty there. And when your Sphitval Enemies hive 
once gained this Point upon you, it is probable you wall 


falt by twitter Degrees than ever, and your Reſillance 


to their Attempts wall grow weaker and weaker 


9. 6. Wos 


Chap. 22. and an undue Attachment to the World. 2 19 
FS. 6 Wutn your Love to GOD ow Father, and to 
the Lord Jeſus Chit fails, your Fervour of Chrittian 


Aſection to your Brethren in Chriſt will proportionabiy 


decline, and your Concern for Utefuinejs in Lite abate; 
eſpecially, where any Thing 1s to be done for Spiritual 
Edification. Vou will find one Excuſe or another, for 
the Neglect of Religious Diſcourſe, perhaps not only 


among Neighbours and Chriftian Friends, when very 


convenient Opportunities offer; but even with Regard 


to thole, who are Members of your own Families, and 
to thole, who, if you are fixed in the ſuperior Relations 


of nie, art committed to your Care. 

C. Wir this Remillneſs, an Allachment, either 
to cl Pleaſure, or to worldly Bufin:/s, will increaſe. 
For the Soul muſt have ſomething to employ it, and 
ſomething to delight itfelf in: And as it turns to one or 
the other of theſe, Temptations of one Sort or another 
will pretent themſelves, In ſome Inſtances, perhaps the 
flricteſt Bounds of Temperance, and the regular Ap- 
pointments of Life may be broken in upon thro' a Fond- 


ne/s for Company, and the Entertainments which often 


attend it. In other Inftances, the Intergſs of Life ap- 
pearing greater than they did before, and taking up 


more of the Mind, contrary Intereſts of other Perſons 


may throw you into Diſquietude, or plunge you in De- 


date and Contention, in which it is extremely difficult to 


preſ.rve either the Serenity, or the Innocenecy of the 
Soul. And perhaps, if Miuiſters and other Chriltfhn 
Friends obterve this, and endeavour in a plain and faith- 
tul Way to reduce you from your Wandering, a fal/e 
Delicacy of Mind, often eontracted in ſuch a State as this, 
vill render theſe Attempts extremely diſagreeable. Tye 
Ulcer of the Soul (if I may be allowed the Expreſſion,) 
will not bear being touched, when it moſt needs it ; and 
one of the moſt generous and ſelf-denying Iaſtances of 
Chriſtian Friendſpip ſhall be turned into an Occaſion of 
Colaneſs ang Diſtaſte, yea, perhaps, of Enmity. 


$. 8. Anp pothbly, to ſum up all, this diſordered _ 


State of Mind may lead you into ſome Prejudices againſt 


theje very Principles, which might be moſt effeftual for 

your Recovery : And your great Enemy may ſucceed ſo 

tar in his Attewpts againſt you, as to perſnade you, that 
| N you 


220 PFrojudices awill be formed in the Mind. Chap. 22: 
you have loit nothing in Religion, when you have al- 
moſt loſt all. He may very probably lead you to con- 
clude, that your former Devotional Frames were mere 
Firs of Entbuſiaſm; and that the holy Sete of 
your Walk b fore Gow WAS an un neceſſary © trictneſs and 
Servpulofity. Nay, ycu may think it a great Improve. 
ment in Underſtanding, that you have learnt from ſcme 
new Maſters, that ifa Man treat his Feſlow-Creatures 
with Humanity and Good Nature, ju/ping and rewvi.mp 
- only thoſe who would diſturb others by the Narrown:/; 
of their Netrons, (for theſe are generally exempted from 
other Objects of the moſt univerſal and diſintereſted Be- 
neveleace ſo often beaſted of,) he muſi neceſſarily be in 
a very good State, tho! he pretend not to converſe much 
with Gov, provided that he think reſpectfully of bim, 
and do not provoke him by any groſs Immoralities. 
£.9. I MENTION this in the la Stage of Religions 
Declinſions, becauſe I apprehend that to be its proper 
Place; and J fear, it wil! be found by Experience 10 
fland upon the very Confines of that groſs Apoitacy into 
deliberate and preſumpiuous Sin, which will claim our 
Conkideration under the next Head: And becauſe too, 
it is that Symptom, whieh moſt effectually tends to pre 
vent the Succeſs, and even the Uſe of any proper Re- 
medies, in Conſequence of a fond and fatal Apprener- 
fon, that they are needleſs. It is, if I may borrow the 
Simile, like thoſe Fits of Lethargick Drowſineſs, which 
oſten precede Apoplexies and Death. 

d 10. Ir is by no means my Defign at this Time to 
reckon up, much leſs to conſider at large thoſe danger- 
ous Principles, which are now ready to poſſeſs the Mind, 
and to lay the Foundation of a falſe and treacherous Peace. 
Indeed-they are in different Inſtances various, and ſome- 
times run into oppofite Extremes, But if Cop awaken 
you to read your Bible with Attention, and give you to feel 
the Spirit with which it is written, almoſt every Page | 
Will flaſh in Conviction upon the Mind, and (pred a 
Light to ſcatter and diſperſe theſe Shades of Darkneſs. 

&. 11. War Ichicfly intend in this Adarels, is to 
engage you, if poſſible, as ſoon as you perceive th: 
Symptoms af thete Declenſions, to be upon your Guard, 
and to endeavour as ſpecdily as poſſible to te cover your 

e] 
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ſelf from them. And I would remind you, that the 
Remedy muſt begin, where the firſt Cauſe or Complaint 
prevailed, I mean, in the Cloſet, Take ſome Time for 
Recollection, and aſk your own Conſcience, ſeriouſly, 
How Matters ſtand between the Bleſſed Gop, and yuur | 
Soul? Whether they are as they once were, and as you 
cou d wiſh them to be, if you ſaw your Life juſt draw- 
ing to a Period, and were to paſs immediately into the 
Eternal Staie ? One ſerious Thought of Eternity ſhames 
a Thouſand vain Excuſes, with which in the Forget« 
fulneſs of it, we are ready to delude our own Souls, 
And when you feel that ſecret Miſgiving of Heart, 
which will naturally ariſe on this O-caſton, do not en- 
deavour to palliate the Matter, and to find out flight 
and artful Coverings, for what you cannot forbear ſe- 
cretly condemning ; but honeſtly fall under the Con- 
viction, and be humbled for it. Pour out your Heart 
before God, and ſeek the renewed Influences of His 
Spirit and Grace. Return with more Exactneſs to ſe- 
cret Devotion, and to Self-Examination. Read the 
Scripture with yet greater Diligence, and eſpecially the 
more Devotional and Spiritual Parts of it. Labour ts 
ground it in your Heart, and to feel, what you have 
Reaſon to believe the Sacred Penmen felt when they 
wrote, ſo far as Circumſtances may agree, Open your 
Soul with all Simplicity, to every Leſſon which the 
Word of Gon would teach you; and guard againk thoſe 
Things which you perceive to alienate your Mind from 
Inward Religion, tho' there be nothing criminal in the 
Things themſelves. They may perhaps in the general 
be lawful ; to ſome poſſibly they may be expedient ; but 
if they preduce ſuch an Effect as was mentioned above, 
id is certain they are not convenient for you. In theſe 
Circumſtances, above all ſeek the Cenverſe of thoſe 
Chriſtians, whoſe Progreſs in Religion ſeems moſt re- 
markable, and who adorn their , Profeſſion in the molt 
amiable Manner. Labour to obtain their Temper and 
Sentiments, and lay open your Caſe and your Heart to 
them, with all the Freedom which Prudence will per- 
Mit. Employ yourſelf at Seaſc... of Leiſure, in read- 
Jing Practical and Devotional Books, in which the Mind 
ad Heart of the pious Author is transfuſed inte the 


| -- 


222 Theſe Precautions to be preſently taken. Chap, 22, 
Work, and in which you can (as it were) taſte the ge. 
nuine Spirit of Chriflianity, And to conclude. ake the 
firſt Opportunity that preſents, of making an Approach 
to the Table of the Lord, and ſpare neither ime, nor 
Pains, in the moſt ſerious Preparation for it. There 
renew your Covenant with Cop; put your Soul anew 
into the Hand of CHRIST, and endeavour to view ihe 
Wonders of his dying Love, in ſuch a Manner as ny 
rekindle the langniſhigg Flame, and qui:ken you to 
more vigorous Reſolu ions than ever, 70 /ive wnto Hin 
who died for you (e). And watch over your own Heart, 
that the good Impreſhons you then feel, may continue, 
Reſt not, till you have obtained as confirmed a State in 
Religion, as you ever knew, Reſt net, till you bare 
made a greater Piogreſs than before: For it is certain, 
more is yet behind ; and nt ig ovly by a Zeal to go for. 
wards, that you can be jecure irom the Dayger of g0- 
ing backward, and revolting more and more. 

§. 12. ToxLY add, that it is neceſſary to take theſe 
Precautions as /cor: as eil; ; or you will probably find 
a much ſwiiter Progreſs than you are aware in the down- 
hill Road; and you may poſſibly Le It of GOD, to 
fall into ſome g:ofs and aggravated Sin, ſo as to fill your 
Conſcience with an Agony and Horror, which the Pain 
of broken Bones (f) can but imperfectly expreſs, 


A PRAYER for one under Spiritual Decays. 


TERNAL. and Unchangeable Jurovan | Thy 
« Perfections and Glories are like Ih) Being, 
te immutable. Jesus Thy Son is the ſame Yefteraay, 
« To- Day, and for ever (g). The Eternal World 10 
„ which J am haſtening is always equally im portant, 
« and preſſes upon the attentive Mind for a more fed 
* and ſolemn Regard, in Proportion to the Degree it 
«© which it comes nearer and nearer. But alas, m) 
4 Views and my Affections, and my beſt Reſolutions 
are continually varying, like this poor Body, bid 
« goes thro? daily and hourly Alterations in its State 
„ and Circumſtances. Whence, O Lord, whence this 
% {ad Change which I now experience, in the Fre 


© and Jemper of my Mind towards Thee p wary 
«« this 


(0) 2 Conv. 15; (f) Pfal. lis 8. (g) Heb. x8 


* 


i 
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« this Alienation of my Soul from Thee? Why can I 
„ not come to Thee with all the Endearments of filial 
« Love, as I once could ? Why is thy Service fo re- 
« miſsly attended, if attended at all? And why are the 
© Exerciſes of it, which were once my greateſt Pleaſure, 
© become a Burthen to me? ere, O Gop, is the 
« Bleſſednęſa J once fpake of (h), when my Joy in Thee 
„% as my Heavenly Father, was ſo conſpicuous, that 
„Strangers might have obſerved it, and when my 
« Heart did ſo overflow with Love to Thee, and with 
« Zeal for Thy Service, that it was Matter of Self- 
Denial to me, to limit and reſtrain the genuine Ex- 
« preſſions of thoſe ſtrong Emotions of my Soul, even 
« where Prudence and Duty required it? 2 
% Alas, Lord, whither am I allen! Thine Eye ſees 
„% me ſtill ; but Oh how unlike what it once ſaw me! 
| + Cold and inſenfible as I am, I muit bluſh on the 
« Reflection.——"['hou % me in ſecret (i), and ſeeſt 
% me, perhaps, often amuſing myſelf with Trifles, in 
WH © thote Seaſons, which I uied ſolemnly to devote to 
Tine immediate Service, Thou ſeeſt me, comin 
OW © ito Thy Preſence as by Conſtraint ; and when 1 am 
„ before hee, ſo Rraitened in my Spirit, that I hardly 
& know what to ſay to Thee, tho? thou art the Gop 
i with whom I have to d; and tho' the keeping up an 
humble and dutiful Correſpondence with ' hee, is 
beyond all Compariſon the moſt important Buſineſs 
* of my Life, And even when J am ſpeaking to Thee, 
* with how much Coldneſs and Formality is it? It is 
perhaps the Work of the Imagination, the Labour 
of the Lips: But where are thoſe ardent Deſires, 
** thoſe intenſe Breathings after Gov, which I once 
* felt ? Where is that pleaſing Repoſe in Thee, which 
I was once conſcious of, as being near my Divine 
* Reſt, as being happy in that Nearneſs, and reſolvin 
chat if poſſible I would no more be removed from it? 
„But Oh, how far am I now removed? When theſe 
„ ſhort Devotions, it they may be called Devotions, 
| © are over, in what long Intervals do Þ forget thee, , 
and appear ſo little animated with thy Love, fo little 
devoted to thy Service, chat a Stranger might coo- 
7& were 5.70. v6 
(h) Gal. iv. 15. | (i) Matt: vi. 6, | 


224 4 Prayer under Spiritual Decays, Chap, 22. 


„% expect? Are thete the Returns lam making, for by 


* verſe with me a coniiderable Time, without knowin 

© that I had ever formed any Acquaintance with Thee, 
without diſcovering that I had ſo much as known of 
% heard any Thing of Gop ? Thou calleit me to 
% ine Houſe, O Lord, ov Thine own Day ; but hoy 


* 


“ heartleſs are my Services there? J offer thee no more 
* than a (arcaſe. My Thoughts and Affections are 


& engroſſed with other Oojects, whiic I 4h aw near The: 
6% with my Mouth, and honour Thee with my Lips (k) = 
© Thou calleſt me to Thy Table ; but my Tea 18 ſ0 
& frozen, that it hardly melts even at the Foot of the 
% Crots ; hardly feels any Efficacy in the Blood of Feſa;, 
«© Oh wretched Creature tha! I am ! Unworthy ot de. 
« ing called Thine ! Unworthy of a Place among 1h) 
* Children, or of the meaneſt Situation in T hy Fami. 
« ly; rather worthy to be caſt out, to be forſaken, 
« yea, to be utterly deſtroyed ! 

& Is this, Lord, the Service which I once promiſed 
% and which Thov haſt ſo many Thouſand Reaions to 


& Gcaily providential Care, tor the Sacrifice of thy Son, 
«© forthe Communic ations of Thy Spirit, tor the Pa. con 
© of my numberleis aggravated Sins, for the Hopes, 
© the wurdecrved, and ic often forfeited Hopes, uf Eter- 
% na! G ory? Lord, ] am «ſhamed to ſtand, or to 
„% knee] before bee. But pity me, I beſcech Thee, 
% and help me: For 1 am a pitiable Object inoted! 
« My Soul cleawveth unto the Duft, and lay: nielf 48 in 
*© the Duſt before | hee; but Oh, quicken me, according 
« to Thy Herd (1) ! Let me trifle no longer, tor | an 
& ppcn e Brink of a Precipice! 1 am h of N 
« Ways, Oh gie me Grace to urn my Feet une Ih 
1% Tejiimonies ; to make hafe without any further Dely, 
% that I may keep thy Commanaments (m) I Search m 
% Oh Lord, and try me (n) Go to the #1it Foot of thi 
% Dittemper, which ſpreads itielf over my Soul; and 
& recover me trom it! Repreſent Sin unto me. O Loi 
„] beſeech Thee, that I may ſee it with Abhorrenc! 
« And repreſent the Lord Jeſus Chrift to me in {ud 
„ a Light, that I may look uf en bim and mourn (9), tha 

| 10 na 
(1) Pfal. cxix. 25. (n) Pal, cxix, $9, 


(k) Iſai. xxix. 13. 
(o) Zech. Xii, 10. 


(n) Pal, xx XIX. 23. 
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© | may look upon him and /owe ! May I awaken from 
« this ſtupid Lethargy, into which I am ſinking ; and 
„% may Chri? give me more abundant Degrees of Spi- 
ritual Life and Activity, than I have ever yet re- 


© ceived! And may l be ſo quickened and animated | 
« by lim, that I may more than recover the Ground 


1 have loft, and may make a more ſpeedy and exem- 
« plary Progreſs, than in my beft Days I have ever yet 
« done! Send down upon me, O Lord, in a more rich 


„ and abundaat Effuſion, Thy goed Spirit!“ May He 


© hell in me, as in 4 lemple which He has conſecrated 
« to Hime (p); and while all the Service is directed 
« and gaverned by Him, may holy and acceptable Sacri- 


„ ffce be continually offered (q)“ May ihe Tacenſe be 
# conſtant, and may it be fragrant! May the Sacred 


i Fire burn and blaze perpetually (r); and may none of 
its Veſſels ever be profaned, by being employed to 
„% a unholy or forbidden Uſe! Amen. | 


(p) 4 Cori iii. 16. (d) Rom. xii, 11 (7) Lev, vi. 19- 
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O HA XXIII. 


The fad Caſe of a Relapſe into known and 
deliberate Sin, after ſolemn Atts of Dedi- 
cation to Gop, and ſome Progreſs made 
in Religion, | 


Unthought of Relaj/es may happen, F. 1. and bring the 
Soul into a miſerable Caſe, F. 2. Yet the Caſe is not 
deſperate, F. 3. The Backflider urgrd immedinotely to 
return: (.) By deep Humiliation b-fore GOD for þo 
aggravated an Offence. & 4. (2.) By renewed Re- 
gards to the Divine Mercy in Chrift. F.5. (3+) By 
an open Profe/iion of Repentance, where the Crime hath | 
groen public Offence. F 6. (4) Falls to be reviewd 0 
for future Caution. F. 7 The Chapter concludes, 5. 8. thin 
abi a Prayer for the Uſz of one who hath fallen into fort 


ge Sins, after Religious Reſolutions and Engagements. ed: 
BEND, CEE, Sid. 
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7 j yy 1. HE Declenfions which I have deſcrihed in the | pea 
| Fey non foregoing Chapter, muſt be acknowledged be 
"Wi worthy of deep Lamentation ; But happy will you be, ren 
= my dear Reader, if you never know, by Experience, 4 ſen 
Wl Circumſtance yet more melancholy than this. Perhaps, Oo 
1 when you conſider the View of ihings which you now Da 
ij have, you imagine that no Conſiderations can ever bribe Ar 
„ you, in any ſingle Inſtan.e, to act contrary to the pre- YOu 
I ſent Dictates or Suggeſtions of your Conſcience, and of } hoj 
ih the Spirit of God as ſetting it on Work. No; You 21; 
. think, it would be better for you to die. And you tha 
Wl think rightly, but Peter thought, and ſaid ſo too: 1% eve 
if 1 ſhould die with Iꝶte, yet will I no; deny Thee (a): And and 
1 WS 1 after ail, he ſell : Ang there fore be nut high=ntindet, an- 
1 but jcar (b). Id is not impoſſible, but you. may fa into 
„ that very Sin, of Which you imagine you are scan fro 
„ 
1 (a) Matt xxvi 33. (b. Rom, xi. 20. 
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Danger, or into that againſt which you have moſt 
ſolemaly reſolved, and of which you have already moit 
bitterly repented. You may relap/e into it again and 
azain. But, Oh, if you do, nay, if you ſhould delibe- 
racely and preſumptuouſly fall but once, how deep will 
it piece your Heart? How dear will you pay for all the 
Pleaſure, with which the Temptation has been baited ? 
How will this ſeparate between Gop and you ? What 
a Deſolation, what a dreadful Deſolati.n, will it ſpread 
ever your Soul? It is grievous to think of it. Perhaps 
in ſuch a State you may feel more Agony and Diſtreſs 
in your own Conſcience, when you come ſeriouſly to 
reflect. than you ever felt when you were firſt awakened 
and reclaimed ; becauſe the Sin will be attended with 
ſome very high Aggravations, beyond thoſe of your 
un:egenerate State. TI weil know the Perſon, that ſaid, 
„% The Apgonies of a Sinner in the firſt Pangs of his Re- 
'« pentance were not to be mentioned on the ſame Day, 
' with thoſe of the Backfl der in Heart, when he comes 
| © to be filled with his own Way (c). oy 
g. 2, Ix Ebb it is enough to wound one's Heart to 
| think, now yours will be wounded : How al! your Com- 
forts, ail your Evidences, all your Hopes will be cloud- 
ed: What thick Darkneſs will ſpread itſelf on every 
Side, ſo that neither Sun, nor Moon, nor Stars, will ap- 
| pear in your Heaven. Your Spiritual Confolations will 
be gone; and your Temporal Enjoyments will alſo be 
rendered taſteleſs and infipid. And if Afflictions be 
ſent, as they probably may, in order to reclaim you, a 
Coniciouſnets of Guilt will ſharpen and invenom the 
Dart. Then will the Enemy of your Soul with all his 
Art and Power riſe up againſt you, encouraged by 
your Fail, and lavouring to trample you down in utter 
hopeleſs Kuin. He will perſuade you, that you are 
a edy undone beyond Recovery. He will ſuggeſt, 
t1at it hoanifies nothing to attempt it any more: for that 
every Effort, every Amendment, every Act of Repent= 
ance, will bu? make your, Caſe ſo much the worle, 
ang plunge you lower and iower into Hell, 

. 3. uus wilt he endeavour by Terres ro keep you 
from da ſure Remedy, which yet remains, But yield 


not 


(c) Prov. xiv. 14 _ 


228 The Bachſlider in ſuch a Caſt is urged, Chap. 23. 
not to him. Your Caſe will indeed be /ad; and if it 
be now your Caſe, it is dep:orably ſo; and to reft init 
would be ftill much worſe. Your Heart would be 5. 
ened yet more and more; and nothing could be expected, 
but ſudden and aggravated Deſtraction. Yet bleſſed 
be Gop, it is not quite hopeleſs. Your Wounds are cor- 
rupted becauſe of your Foolifhnr/s (d); but the. Gangrene 


is not incurable. There is a Balm in Gilead, there is a W. 

Phjfician there (e) Do not therefore render your C: n- th 

dition indeed. hopeleſs, by now ſaying, There is no Hop C 

(H), and drawing a fatal Argument from that falſe Sup- or 

polition for going after tbe Idols you bawe loved, Let me W. 

_ addreſs you, in the Language of CoD o his Backfliding he 

People, when they were ready to apprehend that to be m 

their Caſe, and to draw ſuch a Conclufion from it: Os- al 

ly return unto me ſaith the Lori (g). Cry for renewed an 

- Crace; and in the Strength of it labour to returs, ac 

a Cry with Dawid under the like Guilt, for 1 bave gene m 

2ray like @ loſt Sheep, feek thy Ser cant; for 1 do net for. O\ 

get thy Commandments \h) ; and that Remembrance of WF P 

them is, 1 hope, a Token for Good. But if thou wilt ye 

| return at all, do it immediately. Take not one Step R 

more in that fatal Path, to which thou haſt turned afide, 0! 

Think not to add one Sin more to the Account, and ſy 

N then to repent; as if it would be but the ſame Thing W 

1 en the whole. The ſecond Error may be wor/e than tt ſ 

1 u; it may make way for another and another, and it 

1 draw on a terrible Train of Conſequences, beyond all p 

Wh you can now imagine. Make haſte therefore, and do wt it 

N delay, Ejcape, and fly, as for thy life (i), before 10 tl 

bl Dat Frike thr thy Liver (k). Give not Sleep 16 thint 7 

j 1 EIS Eyes, nor Slumber ta thine Eye lids (1) : Lie not down up- a 

|" on this Bed under unpardonea Guilt, let Evel overtakt 1 

MW | thee, 1-it the Sword of Divine Juſtice ſhould {mite thee; * 

1758 ans whillt thou pu poſeſt to return To morrow, thi f 

6. ſnouldſt this Night go and take Poſſeſſion of Hell. 

0 7 4 RETURN in mediateh; and perm?! me to add, b 

[ g * j aur, Jelemul . SOme very pious and excellent Divine 1 

0 | hac expiciled themielves upon this Head, in a Manne 1 

ul | ; | | which 7 

* : (8) Pal. xxxviii. 5. (e) Jer. viii 22. | (f) Jer. u. 25 f 
{78 (x) Jer. iii. 13. (h) Pfai. cxix. 176. (') Gen, XW. 17 

vl . %% Prov. Vit 23. (1) Pruv, vi. 4. Ne ON | 


* 
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which ſeems liable to dangerous Abuſe ; when they urge 
Men after a Fall, “ not to Ray to ſurvey the Ground, 
«© nor conſider how they came to be thrown down, but 
© immediately to get up and renew the Race.” In 
fighter Caſes the Advice is good: But when Con- 
ſcience has ſuffered ſuch violent Outrage by the Com- 
miſſion of known, wilful and deliberate Sin, (a Caſe 
which one would hope, ſhould but ſeldom happen to 
thoſe who have once ſincerely entered on a Religious 
Courſe,) I can by no means think; that either Reaſon 
or Scripture encourage ſuch a Method. Eſpecially 
would it be improper, if the Action itſelf has been of fo 
heinous a Nature, that even to have fallen into it on the 
moit ſudden Surprize of Temptation muſt have preatly 
aſhamed, and terrified, and diſtreſſed the Soul. Such 
an Affair is dread fully ſolemn, and ſhould be treated 
accordingly. If this has been the ſad Caſe with you, 
my then unhappy Reader, I would pity you, and mourn 
over you ; and would beſeech you, as you tender your 
Peace, your Recovery, the Health, and the very Life of 
your Soul, that you would not Joiter away an Hour, 
Retire immediately for ſerious Reflection. Break thro? 
other Engagements and Employments, anleſs they be 
ſuch as you cannot in Conſcience delay for à few Hours, 
which can ſeldom happen in the Circumſtance I now 
ſuppoſe. This is the one Thing needful. Set yourſelf to 
it therefore, as in the Preſence of Goo, and hear at large 
patiently and humbly what Confcience has to ſay, tho“ 
it chide and reproach ſeverely, Yea, earneſtly pray, 
that Gop would ſpeak to you-by Conſcience, and make 
you more thoroughly te know and feel, what an evil 
and bitter Thiug it ts, that you have thus forſaken bim (m). 
Think of all che aggravating Circumſtances attending 
your Offence ; and eſpecially think of thoſe, which ariſe 
from abuſed Mercy and Goodneſs ; which ariſe, not on- 
ly from your ſolemn Vows and Engagements 10 Goo, | 
but from the Views you have had of a Kedeemer's Love, 
ſealed even in Blood. And are theſe the Returns ? Was 
it not enough that Cnx1sT ſhould have been thus in- 
jured by his Enemies £ Muſt he be wounded in the Houſe of 
bis Friends too (n) ? Were you delivered to work ſuch 
| L5 Abomina - 
- (m) Jex. ii. 19. (u) Zech. xii. 6. 
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2360 Mu Application 10 be made to Chi. Chap, 23. 
Ab mm nations as theſe (o)? Did the bleſſed Iss groan 
and die for you, that you might ka with Buldneis and 
Freedom, that you might evtra?, as it were, he der 


S irit and ES ce of Sin, and offend Gov to a Ueightof 


Jn:-a::tude avd Baſeneſs, which would otherwiſe. have 
te in the Nature of Things impoſfible? Oh think, 
how juſtly Gop might ca you out from his Preſence ! 
H juſtly He might number you among the molt fig. 
n Inilances of his Vengeance! And thick, how your 
Ee irt would endare, or your Hands be flreug, if he ſhould 
de i, thus with you (p)! Alas, all your former Experi- 
ences would enhance your Senſe of the Ruin and Miſer)! 
that mult be felt in an Eternal Baniſhment from the 
Divine Preſence and Favour. 3 5 

5. 5. InvurLGs α, RifleBions as theſe. Stand the 
humbling Sight of your vins in ſucha View as this, 
The more odious and the more painful it appears, the 


greater Proſpect chere will be of you: Zenekit by aitend- | 


ing to it. But the Matter is not to reſt here. All theſe 


Reflections are intended, not to grieve, tut to cure; 


and to grieve no more than may promote the Cure. You 
are indeed to loc upon Sin; but you are alſo, in ſuch 2 
Circumſtance, if ever, to lot upon Chriſt ; to look upen 
him, whom you have now pierced deeper than before, and 
to mourn for him with Sincerity and Tenderueſs (q). 
The Gop whom you have injured and affronted, whoſe 
Laws you have broken, and whoſe Juſtice you have (as 
ic were) Challenged by this fooliſh wretched A poſtacy, 
is nevertheleſs a mo? merciful GD (r). You cannot 
be ſo ready to return to him, as he is to receive you. 
Even now does he, as it were, ſolicit a Reconciliation, 


by ihoſe tender Impreſſions which he is making upon 


vour Heart. But remember, how he will be reconciled. 
I is in the very ſame Way, in which you made your 
lic \pproach to him; in the Name and for the Sake, 
of his dear Son. Come therefore, in an humble De- 
pendance upon him. Renew your Application to J xsus, 


that his Blood may (as it were) be ſprinkled upon your 


Soul, that your Soui may thereby be purified, and your 
Gut removed. This very Sin of yours, which the 
Bleſſed Gon foreſaw, increaſed the Weight of your Re- 

5 deemer“ 
(q) Zech. X11, 10. 


(0) Jer. vii. 10. 


(r) Deut. iv. 31. (19 . a 


r, c we 0, < 
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deemer's Sufferiags ; It was concerned in ſhedding his 


Blood. Humbly go, and proſtrate yourſeif before him, 
lamenting your wretched ſtate, and beſeeching him 
to have pity upon you. That compaſſionate Savioar 
will delight to reſtore you, when you lie as an humble 
Suppliant at bis Feet, and will graciouſly take Part with 


you in that Peace and Pleaſure which he gives. Through 


Him renew your Covenant with Goo, that broken Co- 
venant, the Breach of which Divine Juſtice might teach 
ya to know by terrible Things in Righteouſneſs (5s) + But 
Mercy allows of an Accomodation. Let the Conſcioul- 
neis and Remembrance of that Breach engage you to 


enter into Covenant anew, under a deeper Senſe than 
ever of your own Weakneſs, and a more cordial Depen- 


dance on Divine Grace for your Security, than you 
have ever yet entertained. I know, you will be aſhamed 
to preſent yourſelf among the Children of God in his 


Sanctuary, and eſpecially at his Table, under a Conſei- 


ouſneſs of fo much Guilt ; But break thro? that Shame, 
it Providence open you the Way. You would be humbled 
before your offended Father: But ſurely there is no 
Piace where you are more like to be humbled, than 


when you ſee yourſelf in his Houſe, and no Ordinance 


adminiſtered there can lay you lower than that in which 
Chriſt ts evidently jet forth as crucified before your Eyes (t). 
Sinners are the only Perſons who have Bulineſs there, 


The beſt of Men come to that Sacred Table, as Sinnzrs. 


As ſach make your Approach to it; yea, as the greateſt 
of Sinners; as one who needs the Blood of Jesus, as 
much as any Creature upon Earth. | 
6. 6. AN p let me remind you of one Thing more. If 
your Fall has been of ſuch a Nature as to give any Scan- 
dal to others, be not at all concerned to fave Appear- 
ances, and to moderate thoſe Mort. hcations which dee 
Humiliation before them would occaſion. The Depth and 


Pain of that Mortification is indeed an excellent Medi- 


cine, which Gop has in his wife Goodneſs appointed 
fr you in ſuch Circumſtances as thele. In ſuch a Caſe, 
con es your Fauit.wich the greateſt Frankneſs: Aggra- 
vate it to the utmoſt; Intreat Pardon, and Prayer, from 


thoſe whom you have offended. Thea, and never till 


then, will you be in the Way to Peace: Not by palli- 


L o 1 ating 
5, Pial. lxv. 5 (t) Gal. iii. 1. hs 


# 


— 


232 Repentance to be publick, if the Sin ve fo, Chap. 23, 
_ ating a Faolt, not by making vain Excuſes, not by ob. 
jecting to the Manner in which others may have treated 
vou; as if the leaft Exceſs of Rigour in a faithful Ac. 
monition were a Crime equal to ſome great Immoraliiy 
that occaſioned it, This can only proceed from the 
Madneſs of Pride and Self-Love ; It is the Senfibility of 
a Wound, which is hardened, ſwelled, and inflamed ; 
and it muſt be reduced, and cooled and ſuppled, before 
it can poſſibly. be cured. To be cenſured, and con- 
demned by Men, will be but a little Grievance, wa 


Soul thcroughly humbled and broken under a Senſe of 


| having incurred the condemning Sentence of Gon, 
Such a one will rather defire 20 glorify GOD, by ſub- 
mitting to deſerve Blame; and will fear deceiving others 
into a more favourable Opinion of him, than he 1n- 
wardly knows himſelf to deſerve. Theſe are the Senti- 
ments which Gop gives to the ſincere Penitent in ſuch 
a Caſe ; and by this Means he reſtores him to that 
Credit and Regard among others, which he does not 
know how to ſeek, but which nevertheleſs, for the Sake 
both of his Comfort and Uſefulneſs, Gos wills that he 
ſhould have; and which it is, humanly ſpeaking, im- 
polbble for him to recover any other Way. But there is 
ſomething fo hounvurable in the frank Acknowledgment 
of a Fault, and in deep Humiliation for it, that all who 
ſee it, mult nerds approve it, They pity an Offender, 
whois brought to ſuch a Diſpoſition ; and endeavour to 
c mfor: hm with returniog Expreſſions, not only of 
their Love, but ot their Eſteem too. | | 
9 7. Excvst this Digreſſion, which may ſuit ſome 
Caſes; and which would ſuit many more, if a regular 
Diſcipline were to be exerciſed in Churches: For on ſuch 
a Suppoſition, the Lord's Supper could not be approach: 
ed after viſible and ſcandalous Falls, withcut ſolemn 
Ccnieſhon of the Offence, and Declarations of Repent- 
ance, On ihe other Hand, there may be Inſtances of 
fad 4 poilacs, Where the Crime, tho' highly aggravated 
before Cop, way not fall under Human Notice, In 
this Cale, re member, that your Buſineſs is with Him, 
to whole pier. ing Eye every hing appears in its ju 
Light: Betoie Him therefore proſtrate your Soul, and 
ſcek a ſoemn Reconciliation with Him, confirmed by 
the Memorials of his dying Son. And when this is 
85 | done, 


W 


0% 


Chap 23. Falls 1 be reviewed for future Caution. 233. 
done, imagine not, that becauſe you have received the 
Tokens of Pardon, e Guilt of ' your Apeflacy is to be 
forgot at once. Bear it ſtill in your Memory for future 
Caution: Lament it before Gop, in the frequent Re- 
turns of ſecret, Devotion eſpecially : And view with 
Humiliation the Scars of thoſe Wounds which your 
own Folly occaſioned, even when by Divine Grace they 
are thoroughly healed; For God eſtabliſhes his Cove- 
nant, not to remove the Senſe of every paſt Abomina- 
tion, but that thou ma, eſt remember thy Ways, and be con- 
forinded, and ne ver open thy Mouth any more hecauſe of thy 
Shame, even when I am pacifed towards thee for all that 
thou haßt done, ſaith the Lord (u). 

8. As b now, upon the whole, if you deſire to at- 
tain Tack a Temper, and to retufn by ſuch Steps as theſe, 
then immediately fall down before Gop, and pour out 
your Heart in his Preſence, in Language like this. 


A Prayer for one who has fallen into grofs Sir, afig 
Religious Rejolutions and Engagements. 
MOST Holy, Hely, Holy, Lord God! When 
« [ ſeriouſly reflect on Thy ſpotleſs Purity, and 
on the ſtrict and impartial Methods of Thy ft-ady 
+* Adminiltration, together with that Almighty Power 
ot Thine, which is able to carry every Thought of 
Thine Heart into immediate and full Execution, 1 
may juſtly appear before Thee this Day with Shame 
and Terror, in Confuſion and Coolletnnion of Spirit, 
„This Day, O my Goo, this dark mournful Day, 
would I take Occation to look back to that ſad 
Source of our Guilt, and our Miſery, the Apoltacy of 
our common Parents, and ſay with thine offending 
Servant David, Behs!d, I was en in Iniquity, aud in 
Lin did my Mother concel e me (W). This Day would 
* 1 lament all tne tatal Conſequences of ſuch a Deſcent, 
with Regard to myſelf. And, Oh how many have 
they been! The Remembrance of the Sins of my 
unconverted State, and the Faiiings and Infirmities 
of my alter Life, may juſtly confound me! How much 
more ſuch a Scene, as now lies b: rore my Conſcience, 
and before Thine all ſeeing Eye? For Thou, O Lord, 
"_ my Fuoiifbne/s, and my Sin are nat hid from 


« Thee 


10 


10 


«a 


(u) Ezck, v. 63. (v) Pfal. li, 5. 


234 2 Prayer for one fallen into groſs Sin, Chap. 23. 


13 «& Thee(x). Tu telleft all my Waiderings from Thy 
"Ny * Statutes (y): Thou ſeeſt, and Thou recordeſt, every 15 
= % Initance of my Diſobedience to Thee, and of my Re- oy 
„ belhion apainit Thee: Thou ſeeſt in every aggra- is 
1 vated Circumſtance which I can diſcern, and in many 8 
WY  ** more which I have never obſerved or reflected upon, + 
„ How then ſhall I appear in J hy Preſence, or lift up my 8 
Face to Thee (2) I am full of Confuſion (a), and feel 
& a ſecret Repret in the Thought of applying to Thee: yo 
«« But, © Lord, to whom ſhould I go, but unto Thee (b)? 5 
| «© Unto Thee, on whom depends my Life or my Death; 
N (e usto Thee, who alone cantt take away the Burden of 1 
j „ Guilt, which now preſſes me down to the Duſt ; who 2 
! & alone canſt reſtore to my Soul that Reſt and Peace 1 10 ha 
« I have loſt, and which I deſerve for ever to loſe? "Wap 
1 „ Behold me, O Lord Gon, falling down at Thy | P 
bo « Feet ! Behold me pleading guilty in Thy Preſence, Wha 
L N and ſurrendering myſelf to that Juſtice which I cannot 8 
. « eſcape | I have not one Word to offer in my own Via- 
1 « dication, in my own Excuſe, Words, far from being ; 
oo able to clear up my Innocence, can never ſufficiently * 
& deſcribe the Eaormity and Demerit of my Sin. Thou p 
1 4 O lord, and Thou only kgoweſt to the full, how 9 
1 « heinous and aggravated it is Thine Infinite Un- N 
1 «« derſtauding alone, can fathom the Infinite Depth of its 4 
118 >. & Maligaity. I am, on many Accounts, moſt unable to s 
* 4 5 « doit. I cannot conceive the Glory of Thy Sacred Ma- 8 


6 7e/iy, whote Au hority I have deſpiſed, nor the Num- 
ber and Variety of thoſe Mercies, which I have ſinned 
againit. I cannot conceive the Value of the Blood 
« oi hy dear Son, which I have ungratefully trampled 
„under my Feet; nor the Dignity of that Bleſſed Spirit 
„ Thirze, whoſe Agency I have, as far as | could, 
* been endeavouring to oppoſe, and whoſe Work | 
have been, as with all my Might, labouring to undo, 
and to tear vp (as it were) that Plantation of His 
Grace, which I ſhould rather have been willing to have 
guarded with my Life, and watered with my Blood. 

« Oh the Baſeneſs and Madneſs of my Conduet! That ! 
ſhould thus, as it were, rend open the Wounds of my 
„ Seul, of which I had died longere this, had not T hine 


«6 own 
(x) F al; lxix, 5. (y) Pſal. lvi. 8. (2) Ezrg ix. 6. 
(a) Job . 15 10 John vi. bs, 
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own Hand applied a Remedy, had not Thine only Son 
bied to prepare it! That I ſhould violate the Cove- 
nant I have made 1th Thee by Sacrifice (e), by the 
Memorials of ſuch a Sacrifice too, even of Jeſus, my 


Lord, whereby I am berome guilty of his Body aud 


+ cod (d) ! That I ihouid bring ſach diſhonour upon 
Religion ., by ſo unſuitable a Walk, and perhaps 
open the Mouths of its greateii Enemies to inſult it 
upon my Account, and prejuiice ſome againſt it to 
ineir everlaſting Deſtroction | g 

wonder, O Cod Gop, that Jam here to own all 
this. I wonder, that Thou haſt not long ago appear- 


ed as a favift Witneſs again? me (e); that Thou halt 


not diſcharged the Thunderbolts of Thy flaming 
Wrath againit me, and cruſhed me into Hell; mak- 
ing me there a Terror 70 all about me, as well as to my « 
ſelf, by a Vengeance and Ruin, to be diiinguiſhed 
even there, where all are milerable, and all hopeleſs. 

« O Gov, Thy Patience is Marve/jous ! But how much 
more marvellous is Toy Grace, which after all this, ia- 
vites me to Thee! While I am here giving Judgment 
againſt myſelf, that I deſerve to die, to die far ever, 


"Thou art ſending me the Words'of Everlaſting Life, 


and calling me, as a back/liding Child, to return unto 
ihee (f). Bebold, therefore, O Lord, invited by Thy 
Word, and encouraged by Thy Grace, I come; and 
great as my Tranſgreflions are, | humbly beſeech Thee, 
freely to pardon them: Becauſe 1 know, that tho” my. 
Sins ha be reached unte Heaven (g), and are /ifted up 
even unto the Skies (h), Thy Mercy, O Lord, is abu 
the Heavens (i). Extend that Mercy to me, O Hea- 
venly Father; and diſplay, in this illuſtrious Inſtance, 
the Riches of Thy Grace, and the Prevalency of Thy 
Son's Blood! For ſurely, if ſuch crimſon Sins as mine, 
may be made white as Kno, aud as Wool (k) and if 
ſuch a Revolter as I am be brought to Eternal Glory, 
Earth matt, fo far as it is known, be filled with Wonder 
and Heaven with Praiſe ; and the greateſt Sinner may 
cheartully apply for Pardon, if I, the chief of Sinners, 
find it. And oh that, when I have lain mourning, 
and as it were bleeding at Thy Feet, as long as Thou 
Th, | « thinkeſt 


(c) Pal, 1. 5- (d) 1 Cor. xi. 2. (e) PRE 5. (f) Jer. iu. 18. 
(8) Rev. xvni. 5. (h) Jer. Ii. 9. (i) Plal. cviii. 4. (K) Mail, 13. 
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thinkeſt proper, Thou would at length heal this Soul 


mine which has ſinned againſt Thee (); and give 
me Beauty for 4fes, the Oil of Foy for M-urning, and 
te Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heawineſs (m) ! 


Oh that thou wouldſt at length re/tore unto me the r 
of Thy Salvation, and make me ie hear Songs of Glad. 


ue/s, that ths Bones which thou haſt br(* n may rejoice 
(n) nen, when a Senſe of Thy forgiving Love is 


med abroad upon my Hlrart, and it is cheared with 
* the Voice of Pardon, I will proclaim thy Grace to 


othets; I will teach Tranſgrefſirs thy Ways, and Siu 


ners fall be converted unts I bee (o); Thoſe that have 


been backfl ding trom Thee, mall be encouraged to 
leek Thee by my happy Experience, which I will 
gladly preclaim for Thy Glory, tho” it be to my 
own Shame and Confuſion of Face. And may thy 
Joy of m Lord bi my Strength (p)! ſo that in it I may, 
ierve Thee henceforward with a Vigour and Zeal 
tat beyond what J have hithertoknown ! jo 
«+ This 1 would aſk with all humble Submiſſion to Thy 
Will; for 1 preſume not to inſiſt upon it, If Thou 
ſhouldit ſee fit to make me a Warning to others, by 
appointing that F ſhould walk all my Days in Dark- 
neſs, and at laſt die under a Cloud, {by Will be done! 
But O Gop, extend Mercy for thy Son's Sake, to 
this ſinfub ul at laſt 3 and give me ſome Place, tho! 
it were at the Feet of all !'hine other Servants, in the 
Regions of Glory ! Oh bring me at length, tho' it 


* ſhould be thro” the gloomiett Valley that any have 


ever paſſed, into that bleſſed World, where J thall 
depart from Gop no more, where I ſhall wound my 
own Conſcience, and diſhonour Thy Holy Name no 


more! Then thall my Tongue be looſed, how long 


ſoever it might here be bound under the Confuſion 
of Guilt ; and immortal Praiſes ſhall be paid to that 
victorious Blood, which has redeemed ſuch an infamous 
Slave of Sin, as | muſt acknowledge myſelf to be, and 
brought me, from Returns inte Bondage and repeated 
Pollution, to ſhare tne Dignity and Holineſs ot thoſe, 
who are Kings and Prie/ts unto GOD (q). Amen-“ 


(1) Pfal. Kli. 4 (m) Iſai. la. 3. (u) Pfal. li. 8, 12, 
(0% Pial. Ii. 13. (y) Neh, viii. 10. (4) Rev. i. 6. 
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CHAP. XXIV, 


The Caſe of the CRRISTTAN under the 
Hidings of Gop's Face. 


The Phraſe Scriptural. F, 1. It fignifies the withdrawing 
. the Tokens of the Divine Favour, $.2. chirfly as to 
Spiritual Conſiderations. F. 3, This may become the 
Caſe of any Chriſtian, F. 4. and will be found 4 
very forrowful one; 5. 5. The following Direction: 
' therefore, are given to thoſe who ſuppoſe it te be their 
own: I. To enquire whether it be indeed a Caſe of 
Spiritual Diflre/s, or whether a diſconſolnte Frame may 
rot proceed from Indiſpofition Bedy, 6. or Difficul- 
ties, as io worldly Circumfances. h. 7. If it be found 
to be indeed fuck, as the Title of the Chapter propoſes, be 
adviſed, II. To co ider it as a merciful Diſtenſalion of 
GOD, to awaken and beflir the Soul; and excite to a 
rid Examination of Conſctence, and Refor mation of 
what has been amiji. $. 8, 9. III. To be bumble and 
patient while the Trial continues. &. 10. IV. To go on 
flcadily in the Way of Duty. F. II. V. To renew @ 
bclie hing Application to the Blood of Feſus. . 12. An 
 6.unble Supplication for one under theſe mournful Exer- 
erciſes of Mind, when they are found to preceed from the 
Spiritual Caſe ſuppoſed. | RE 81 8 


N 1. THERE is a Caſe which often occurs in the 
1 Chriſtian Life, which they who accuſtom 
themſelves much te the Exerciſe of Devotion, have been 
uſed to ca.l the Hiding of GOD”s Face. [t is a Phraſe 
bortowed from ne Word of Gop, which I hope may 
ſuel.er it from Contempt at the firſt Hearing. It will 
bc my Buſineſs in this Chapter to ſtate it as plainly as [ 


Can, 


9 
— 


8 26 — * 1 
. — —— —— 
3 7 : DT Re gots 
— , S 


8 — 
* <> Gn 


IT 


— — 


wh. 
— — 
. 
— 
— 


= _ — 
= 


— — 
= — - 
- — 


— — hn — — — 
CEDRIC 


—; = — 


— 
— — 


A 
rt nn 
—— — 


ps 


— —— — 


— —  — — * 12 


— — - A. * 
- — — — Ws I 
— —ꝛ —— 1 — 
. 


— 
— — — 
5 EE Tins — 
2 —— ©" Ange? 
—— . — oo ————— — — 
r —— — * — — 
— - — — ; — 5 


— 


this Wilderneſs. 


or (as we ſpeak) wo cloud my Brow. 


ill mt bear (). 


haſt conſumed as, hecax/c of our Tuiquities (d. 


(a) Job xxix. 24. 


238 What is meant by GO D', hiding his Face. Chap. 29 
can, and then ro give ſome Advice as to- your own 
Conduct when you fall into it, as it is very probable 
you may before you have finiſhed your Journey thro? 


$. 2. Tuk Meaning of it may partly be underſtood by 


the oppoſite Phraſe of Cop's canfing his Face to fhine 


upon a Perſon, or lifting up upon him the Light of His 
Countenance. This ſeems to carry in it an Aliufion to 
the pleaſant and delightful Appearance which the Face 
of a Friend has, and eſpecially if in a ſuperior Relation 
of Lite, when he converſes with thoſe whom he loves and 
delights in. Thus Job, when ſpeaking ot the Regard 
pad hm by his Attendants, ſays, VI ſmiled ut on them, 


they believed it not, and the Light of my Countenance they 


caſt not down (a); that is, they were careful, in ſuch an 
agreeable Circumſtance to do nothing to diſpleaſe me, 
And Dawid, when 
expreſſing his Deſie of the Manifeflation of Gop's Fa- 
vour to him, ſays, Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy 
Counte:ance upon me; and as the Effect of it, de-lares, 


| Thou ha#t put Gladnsſs into my Heart more than if Corn 
Nor is it impoflible, that in this 


and Win increaſed (b). 
Phraſe, as uſed by David, there may be ſome A.Juſion 
to che bright ſhining forih of the Shetinab, that is the 
Luſtie which dwelt in the Cloud as the viible Sign of 
the Divine Preſence with 1/rael, which Go was pleaſed 
peculiarly to manifeſt upon ſome publick Occzfions, as 
a Token of his Favour and Acceptance.—On the other 

Tand thcrefore, for Gop to hide his Face, muſt imply 
the wirh-holdine the Tokens of his Favour, and mult be 
edeemed a Mark 6! His Diipleaſure. Thus Jaiab uſes 


it; Your Iniquities bawe jefarattd betwern you and your 


GOD aud you Sins have hid His Face from you, that He 
And again, I haßt hid : Face 
rum us, as 09 regarding the Calamities we tler. and 
So likewiſe, 


for GOD hide Ei; Face from our Sins (i, ſiguifies to 
overiook them, and to take no farther Notice ot them. 
Tie /ame Idea is, at other Times, exp ſſed by 'GOD's 
b.ding His Eyes (i) from Perſons of a Character dilagree- 

| able 
teh Ix, 


(f) Iſai. i. 1 5 


(b) Pal. iv. 6, 7. 


(/ I! ai, Ix1V. q (e) Pſal. 1.9. 


„ Ar Som. 


Chap. 24. with Reſpet to ſpiritual Conſideration 239 
able to Him, when they come to addreſs Him, with 
their Petitions, not vouchſafing (as it were) to look te- 
wards them. This is plaialy the Scriptural Senſe of the 
Word; and agreeably to this, it is generally uſed by 
Chriſtiaus in our Day, and every Thing which ſeems 
a loken of Divine Di/pleaſure towards them is expreſſed 
by it. rg nels 
$. 3, Ir is farther to be obſerved here, that the 
Things which they judge to be Manifeff ations of Divine 
Favour towards them, of Complacency in them, are not 
en, nor chiefly of a Temporal Nature, or ſuch as merely 
relate to the Bleſſings of this Animal and periſhing 
Lite. David, tho' the Promiles of the Law had a con- 
tinual Reference to ſuch, yet was taught to look farther, 
and deſcribes them as preferable to, and therefore plainly 
diſtinct from, the BleJings of the Corn- Floor, or the Wine- 
Preſs (g). And if you, to whom 1 am now addreſling, 
do not know them to be ſo, it is plain you are quite ig- 
norant of the Subject we are enquiring into, and indeed 
are yet to take out the firit Leſſons of true Religion. 
All that David ſays, of beholdiag the Beauty of the Lord 
(h), or being /azi5s8c4, as with Marrow and Fatneſs, when 
be remembered him on his Bed (i), as well as with the 
Goodneſs of his Howe, even of his Holy Temple (K), is to be 
taken in the fame Seuſe, and can need very little Ex- 
plication to the truly experienced Soul, But %%% that 
have kiwown tbe Light of GOD's Countenauce, and the 
Sh:inings of his Face, will, in proportion to the Degree 
of chat Kaowledge, be able to form ſome Notion of dhe 
H ding of bis Face, or the withirawing of the Tokens He 
has given his People off His Prejence and Favour, which 
ſometimes greatly imbitters Proſperity ; as where the 
contrary is found, it ſweetens Alflictions, and often 
ſwallows up the Senſe of them. 3 2 
. 4. AND give me leave to remind you, my Chri/tian 
Friend, (for under that Character l now adurels my Read- 
er,) that co be thus deprived of the Senle ot God's 
Love, and of' the Tokens of His Favour, may ſoon be 
the Caſc aul you, tho? you may now have the Pleaſure * 


(30 Pfal. iv. . (a) Pfal. xxvii. 4 (i) Pfal. Ixiii. v. E. 
(8) Plal, Ixvy. 4 | | 
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240 This may ſoon be the Caſe with yon: Chap. 24, 


to ſee the Candle of the Lord ſhining upon him, or tho! it 


may even feem to be Sun-ſhine and High Noon in your 


Soul. You may loſe your lively Views of the Divine 


Perfections and Glories, in the Contemplation of which 
you now find that inward Satisfaction. You way think 
of the Divine Wiſdom and Power, of the Divine Mercy 
and Fidelity, as well as of His Righteouſneſs and Holi. 
neſs, and fee] little inward Complacency of Soul in the 
Views. It may be, with Reſpect to any lively Impreſ. 
fions, as if it were the (ontempiation merely of a com- 


mon Object. It may ſeem io you, as if you had loft 


all Idea of thoſe imper:ani Words, tho' the View has 
ſometimes {wallowed up your whole Soul in Tranſports 
of Alloniſnment, Acmiration, and Love. You may 
loſe your delight fol Senſt of the Divine Favour. It may 
be Matter of great and ſad Doubt with you, whether 


you do indeed belong to Gp; and all the Work of His 


Blefled Spirit may be ſo veiled and ſhaded in the Soul, 
that the pecuiiar Characters, by which the Hand of chat 
Sacred Agent might be diſtinguiſhed, ſhall be in a great 
Meatufe folt ; and you may be ready to imagine, you 
kave only deluded yeurfel' in a 1 the former Hopes you 
have entertained, I Conl=-quence of this, thole Ordi- 
Dances, in WHICH you now ejoice, may grow very un- 
comfortable to you, even when you do indeed deſire 


_ Gommunion with Gop in them. You may Hear the 


moſt delightful Evangelical Truths opened, you may 
kear the }'rivileges of Uup's Children moſt affectionate- 
ly repreſen ed, and not be aware that you have any Part 
o Lot in this Matter ; : and from that very Coldnets and 
Inſenſibiliy may be drawing a fariher Argument, that 
you havenuthing ia do with them And then your Heart 
may meditate Terror (Y), and under the Diſtreſs that over- 
whims you, your dezrelt Enjoyments may be reflected 
upon as aeding tothe Weight of it, and making 1t more 
ſenſible, Waile you conhaer that you had once ſuch a 
Taſte for theſe Things, and have now loſt it all. S0 
that perhaps it may ſeem to you, that they, who never 
felt any Ining at all of Religious impreſſions, are hap- 
Pier than you, or at leaſt are leſs miſerable. You my 

| perhaps 


(1) Ifai, x xxiii, 18 


* * 


— —B— 


Chap. 24. And will be a forrowful one indeed. 
perhaps in theſe melancholy Hours, even doubt, whe. 
ther you have ever prayed at all, and whether all that 
you called yonr Enjoy ment of Gop, were not ſome te ſe 
Delight, excited by the great Euemy of Souls, to make 
you apprehend that your State was good, that to you 
might contiuue his more ſecure Prey. 
| $- 5. Such as this may be your Caſe for a confider« 
able Time; and Ordinances may b- attended in vain, 
and the Preſence of Gop may bein vain ſouguc id avis 
You may pour out your Soul in private, and then come 
to publick Worſhip, and find little Satis fadion in either; 
but be forced to take up the P,almifs Complaint ; My 
God, I cry in the Day-time, but thou heareft not; and in 
the Night Seaſon, and am not filent (m); or that of 
Job, Bebeld I go forward, but He is not there, and 
backward, but I cannot perceive Him; on the left Hand 
where He Aeth work, but I cannot bebold Him; He 
bideth himſelf on the right Hand that J cannot /*e 
So that all, which looked like Religion in 
your Mind, ſhall ſeem as it were, to be melted inte 
Grief, or chilled iato Fear, or cruſhed into a deep Senſe 
of your own Unworthineſs ; in Conſequence of which, 
you thall not dare ſo much as to lift up your Eyes be- 
for Goo, and be almoſt aſhamed to take your P.ace in 
a vor ſhipping Aſſembly among any that you think His 
I have known this to be the Caſe of ſome 
excellent Chriftians, whoſe Improvements in Religion 
have been diſtiaguiſhed, and whom God hath honoured 
above many of their Brethren in what he hath done for 
them, and by them. Give me leave therefore, having 
thus deſcribed it, to offer you fome plain Advices with | 
Regard to it; and let not thai be imputed to Eatbuß- 
aſtick Fancy, which proceeds trom an intimate and 
frequent View of Facts on che one Hand, and from a 
ſincere affectionate Defire, on the other, to relieve the 
tender pious Heart in ſo deſolate a State. 
am perſuaded, the Attempt will not be overlooked or 
diſapproved by the preat Shef herd of the Sheep (o), who 
has charged us to comfort the Feeble-minded (p). | 
5. 6. AnD 


Him (n) : 


(m) Pfal. xii. 2. 


n) ob xxiii, 8 
{p) 1 Theſſ. v. 14. nd 1 


241 


At leaſt, I 


\ 


242 Enquire whence it ariſes: Chap. 14, 
$. 6, AxD here I would firſt adviſe you moſt carefully 


to enquire, Whether your preſent Diſtreſs does indeed 


ariſe from Cauſes which are truly Syiritual? Or whe. 


ther it may not rather have its Foundation in ſome Di/. 
order of Body, or in the Circumſtances of Life, in which 


you are providentially placed, which may break your 
Spirits and dejet 5our Mind? The Influence of the 


inferior Fart of our Nature, on the nobler, the Immor- 


tal Spirit, while we continue in this embodied State, is 
ſo evident, that no attentive Perſon can, in the general, 
fail to have ebſcrved it; and yet, theſe are Caſes, in 
which it ſeems not to be ſufficiently conſidered ; and 


peihaps yeur own may be one of them. Ihe State of 


the blocd 1s often ſuch, as neceſſarily to ſuggeſt gloomy 
Jdeas even in Dreams, and to indiſpoſe the Soul tor 
taking Pleaſure in avy Thing : 2nd when it is fo, why 
ſhould it be imagi>.d to proceed from any peculiar 
Divine Diſpleaſure, 11 it does not find its uſual Delight 
in Religion? Or why ſhould Gop be thought to have 
depai ted from us, becauſe he ſuffers natural Caules to 
produce natural Effects, without oppoſing by Miracle 
to break the Connection? When this is the Caſe, the 
Help of the Phyſician is to be ſought, rather than that 


of the Divine, or at leaſt by all Means, together with 
it; and Medicine, Diet, Exerciſe and Air, may, in a 


few Weeks, che that, which the ſtrongeſt Reaſon- 


ings, the mivit pathetick Exhortations or Conſolations, 


might for many Months have attempted in vain. | 

$. 7. In other Inſtances, the Dejection and Feeble- 
neſs of the Mind may riie from ſomething uncomfort- 
able in our worldly Circumflances ; theſe may cloud as 


well as diſtract the Thoughts, and imbitter the Tem- 


per, and thus render us in a great Degree unfit for Re- 
ligious Services or Pleaſures ; and when it is ſo, the Re- 
niedy is to be ſought in Submiſſion te Divine Providence, 
in abſtracting our Affections as far as poſſible from the 


preſent World, in a prudent Care to eaſe ourſelves of 


the Burthen ſo far as we can, by moderating unneceſ- 
ſary Expences, and by diligent Application to Buſ- 
neſs, in humble Dependance on the Divine Blefbng ; in 
the mean Time, endeayouring by Faith 10 lock up 10 

| him, 


- pr 2 — — — 0. © wy 


anal 


„ . (an, hoes bond of” 


iy, 


Chap. 24. | Particularly, whether from Sin. 243 
him, who ſometimes ſuffers his Children to be b ought 
into ſuch Dithculties, that he may endear himtelf more 
ſenſioly to them by the Method he ſhall take ion cnerr 


Nel. 


5. 8. On the Principles here laid down, it may per- 


heps appear on Enquiry, that the Diſtreſs complained 
ol; may have a Foundation very different from what 
was at firſt ſuppoſed. But where the Health is ſound, 
and the Circumſiances eaſy ; when the Animal Spirits 
are ditpoſed for Gaiety and Entertaiament, while all 


Taſte tor Religious Pleaſure is in a Manner gone; when 


the Soul is lezed with a kind of Lethargick Iaſenſi- 
bility, or what I had almoſt called, a paralytick Weak- 


neſs, with Reſpect to every Religious Exerciſe, even 
tho' there ſhouid not be that deep te ritying Dikireſs, or 
pungent .\mazement, which I before repreſented as the 
Effect of Melancholy; nor that Anxiety about the Ac-_ 
colnmodailuns of Life, which ftraight Circumkances 


naturally produce: I would in that Caſe vary my Ad- 
vice, and urge you, with all poſſible Attention and Im- 
partiality, to ſearch into the Cauſe which has brought 
upon you that great Evil, under which you jultly mourn. 
And, probably, in the general, the Cauſe is Sin; ſome 
ſecret Sin which has not been diſcovered or obſerved, 
Ly the Eye of the World; for Enormities that draw on 


them the Obſervation and Cenſure of others, will pro- 
bably fall under the Caſe mentioned in the former 


Chapter, as they muſt be inſtances of known and deli- 


berate Guilt. Now the Eye of Gob hath ſeen theſe 
Evils which have eſcaped the Notice of your Fellow- 
Creatures; and in Conſequence of this Care to conceal 
them from others, while you could not but know they 


were open to him, Gop has ſeen himſelf in a peculiar 
Manner affronted, and injured, I had almoſt ſaid in- 


fulted by them: And hence his Righteous Diſpleaſure. | 


Oh! let that never be forgotten, which is ſo plainly 
ſaid, fo commonly known, ſo familiar to almoft every 
Religious Ear, yet too little felt dy any of our Hearts, 
Tour Iniquities have ſeparated b;tween you and pour GOD, 


aid your Sins have hid bis Fuce from you that be will not 


hear (g), And this is, on the whole, a merciful Diſ- 


enſation 
(J) Ifai, Iix. 1, 3. M 
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244 Cloſely examine your Conſcicnce. Chap 24, 
penſation of Gon, tho? it may feem ſevere ; regard it 
not therefore, merely as your Calamity, but as intended 
to awaken you, that you may not content yourſelf, even 
wi:h lying in Tears of Humiliation before the Lord, 
but nke Zora rife and exert yourſelf vigorouſly, te 
Put away fro: you that accurſed Thing whatever it be, 
Let nts be your immediate and earnelt Care, that your 
Pride may be humbled, that your Watchfulneſs may be 
maintained, that your Affections to.the World may be 
deadened, and that on the whole, your Fitneſs for 
Heaven may in every Reſpect be increaſed. Theſe are 
the Deſigns of your Heavenly Father, and let it be your 
great Concern to co-operate with them, ö 
6. 9. Re tvr it therefore on the whole, as the moſt 
im portant Advice tha! can be given you, immediately . 
enter on a flridt Examination of your Conſcience. Attend 
on its gentleſt Whiſpers, It a Suſpicion ariſes in your 
Mind, that any Thing has not been right, trace that 
Suſpicion, ſearch inte every ſecret Folding of your 
Heart; improve to the Purpoſes of a fuller Diſcovery, 
the Advices of your Friends, the Reproaches of your 
Enemies; recollect for what your Heart hath ſmitten 
you at the Table of the Lord, for what it would ſmite 
| you, if you were upon a dying Bed, and within this 
Hour to enter on Eternity. When you have made any 
Diſcovery, note it down, and go on in your Search till 
you can ſay, theſe are the remaining Corruptions of my 
Heart, theſe are the Sins and Follies of my Life; tnis 
have I negleQed: this have I done amiſs. And when 
the Account is as complete as you can make it, ſet you! 
ſelf in the Strength of Gop to a ſtrenuous Reformation, 
or rather begin the Reformation of every Thing that 
ſeems amiſs as ſoon as ever you diſcover it; Return i0 
the Almighty and thou fbalt be built up; and put Iniqui!y 
far from thy Tabernacle, then fhalt thou have thy Delight 
in the Almighty, and foalt lift up thy Face unto GOD. 
Thou ſhalt make thy Prayer unto Him and He ſhall heat 
thee, thou alt pay thy Vows unte Him, and His Lizht 
Fall ſhine upon thy Ways (r), 


L. 10. I 
(r) Job xxii. 23, 26, 27. | 
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Chap. 24. Be humble, and go on in 2 Way of Duty. 245 
the deepeſt Humiliiy, and ſubmit yourſelf to the Diſci- 


Juitice, and hoping in his Mercy; even when your 
Conſcience is leaſt fevere in its Remonſtrances, and diſ- 
covers pothing more than the common Infirmities of 
Gop's People; yet ſtill bow yourſelf down before Him, 


them you have deſerved all, and more than all that you 
ſuffer; deſerved, not only that your Sun ſhould be 


but leave your Soul in a State of everlaſting Darkneſs. 
Ard while the Shade continues, be not impatient. 
h iet not your/e,f in any wiſe, but rather with a holy 
nd WC:lmnes and Gentleneſs of Soul, wal“ on the Lord (s). 


ur Be willing to ſtay his Time, willing to bear his Frown, 


at WW in humble hope that He will at length return and have 
ur Compaſi on on you (t). He bas not utterly forgotten to be 
V bacio, nor reſolved, that He will be fa vourable no more 
"ut (u). For the Lord will not caff off for ever; but theo He 
en % Grief, yet will He have Compa//i on according to the 
ut Bl 11u/{itnde of His Mercies (x), It is comparatively but 
bis Va /mall Moment that He hides His Face from you; bet 
e may humbly hope, that «vith great Merczes He wilt 


till gal ber you, and that with excrlaſling Kindneſs He ail 


mae Mercy on you (y). The ſuitable Words are not 
wine, but His; and they wear this, as in the very Front 
hen of them, „ That a Soul nder the Hidings of GOD's 

ou , Vece, may at laſt be one whom He will gather, and 
on, “ to whom he will extend everla/ing Favour.” 

Sb 11. Bur while the Darkneſs continues, go on in 
* the Way of your Duty.“ Continue the Uſe of Means 


Heart, Follow the FootNeps of bis Flock (2); you may 
105 perhaps meet the Shepherd of Souls in doing it. Place 
ight yourſelf at leaſt in his Way. It is poſſible you may by 


one Turn of Thought which may happen 1 ina W 


(3) Pal. XXxvii. 8. 94. (! Y Jer, x li. 15+ (u) i a 9. 


60 Lam, iii. 31, 92 () Lal, live 7, 8. "= ant. i. 8. 


. 10, In the mean Time be waiting for Gop with 


pine of your Heavenly Father, acknowledging his 


and owa, that ſo many are the Evils of your beſt Days, 
ſo many the Imperfectiors of your beſt Services, that by 


clouded, but that it ſhould go down, and ariſe no more, 


110 * Ordinances ; Read and meditate: Pray, yes, and 
ling the Praiſes of God too, tho' it may be with a heavy 


this Means get a kind Look from him; and one Look, a 
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246 Renew your Application to Chrif; Chap. 24 
may as it were create a Heaven in your Soul at once, 
Go to the Table of the Lord. If you cannot rejoice, go Wl 
and mourn there. Go and mourn that Saviour, whim by 
your Sins you have pierced (a); go and lament tbe Breathe | 
of that Covenant, which you have there % e n confirmed, Wil | 
Cur IST may perhaps make himſelf known unto you in the 
Breaking of Bread (b) and you may find, to your Sur. Will / 
prize, that he hath been rear you, when you imagined ! 
he was at the greateſt Diſlance from you; near you, Ml 
when you thought you vere caſ out ſrom his Preſent, Ml * 
Seek your Comforts in ſuch Employ ments as theſe ; and b 
not in the vain Amuſements of the World, and in the 
Pleaſures of Senſe. I ſhall never forget that aff-Qionzte 4 


Expreſſion, which I am well aſſured broke out from an WM *: 
eminently pious Heart, then almoft ready to lic under 00 
its Sorrows of this Kind 1 Lord, if 1 may not ejey Thee, 75 
«c let me enjoy nothing elſe ; but go down mourning after 1 
6 Thee to the Grave!” | wondered not to heer, that M7 

almoſt as ſoon as this Sentiment had been breathed out 
before God in Prayer, the Burden was taken off, and i 
the Jey of GOD"s Salwation refiared, 1 OEp 

$. 12, ISHATLT add but one Advice more; and that a 
is, That you renew yer Application to the Blud 9 12 
4% Jehus, thro? whom the Reconciliation between Gov WF 
„ and. your Soul has been accompliſhed.” It is #r s | 
that ig our Peace, and by bis Blood it is that ave are maat | 
nigh (e) : It is in bim, as the Beloved of bis Soul, chat. | 
GOD declares, he is avell pleoſed{C) ; and it is in bin. ; 
that wwe are made accefies, to the Glory of his Grace le). . F 


Go therefore, O Chriſtian, and apply by Faith to a 
crucified Saviour: Go and apply to him as to a mer 
ful Bigh-Prieſt, ard four cut thy Complaint before hin, 
end ſbe au before bim thy ITreulle (t). Lay open the 
Diſtreis and Arguiſh of thy Soul to bim, who once 
knew what it was to ſay, (© afioniſhing ! that he ct al 
others ſl ou d ever have ſaid it,) My CCD, My GCL, 
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1 2. ba T hou forſolen me (g) Lock up for Pity and Re. | 
"WY het to bim, who himye/ ſi red, being not only 1enptial i, 
[ j | Bf but with Regard to ſenſibie Maniſeſtations deſerted : that 
1 | | | | He 
1 {s) Tech. xi. 10. b) Luke xx iv | i. 13. ol 
V1 gerne 35 (c) Eph. 1. 13,16 

N j | (d, Matt, in, 17. ic; Eph, 1. 6. 0 09 Pial. can! 
1 Wy (Z) Matt. xxvii. 46. a e (ny: 
1/108 | | )D 
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Chap. 24 ußo is able and reay to ſuccuur, #47 
He might thus #zow how to pr/y thoſe that are in ſuch a 
melancholy Caſe, and be ready, as well as able, to /uc- 
cur them (h). He is Immanuel, GOD with us (i); and 
it is only in and thro' him, that his Father ſhines forth 
upon us with the mildeſt Beams of Mercy and of Love. 
Let it be therefore your immediate Care, to renew your 
Acquaintance with him. Review the Records of his 
Lite and Death: Hear his Words: Behold his Actions: 
And when you do ſo, ſurely you will find a ſacred 
Sweerneſs diffuling itſelf over your Soul. You will be 
brought into a calm, gentle, filent Frame, in which 
Faith and Love will operate powerfully, and Gop may 
probably cauſe 1% fill ſmall Voice of his comforting 
an Spirit to be heard (k), till your Soul burſts out into a 
der bong of Praiſe, and you may be made glad according to 
6, % Days in which you have been afflited (1). In the mean 
2 lime, ſuch Language as the following Supplication 
bat! ſpesks, may be ſuitable, 1 5 


bay An humble Supplication for one under the Hid:ngs of 

| GOD?s Face. | | . 
mY 2 LES 8 E D GOD ! | Ivith Thee is the Foum ai x 
God / Life (m), and of Happine/5s. I adore Thy. 


WF Name that I have ever taſted of Thy Streams; that 
have ever felt the peculiar Pleaſure ariſing from the 
© Light of Thy Countenance, and the ſhedding abroad 


bin” of Thy Love on my Soul. But alas, theſe delightful 
A" » Seaſons are now to me no more; and the Remem- 
to Vance of them engages me to pour out my Soul within 


e (n). I would come, as J have formerly done, 


75 * and call Thee with the ſame Endearment, my Father, 
n de and ½ GOD - But alas, I know not how to do it. 
| once '* Guilt and Fear ariſe, and forbid the delightful Lan- 
et al £4age. 1 feek Thee, O Lord, bat I ſeek Thee in 


CCD 142. I would pray, and my Lips are ſealed up. I 
would read Thy Word, and all the Promiſes ot it are 

' veiled from mine Eyes, I frequent thoſe Qrdinances, 
' Which have been formerly molt nouriſhing and com- 
' fortable to my Soul; but alas, they are only the 
Shadows of Ordinances ; The Subilance is gore: 
| = M 2 £5 ., - 6, nel he 

) Heb, ii, 18. (i) Matt, i. 2g. (k) 1 Kings xix. 12. 
) Fial, xc,-2 4. (m) Plal, X xxiv. 9. (8) Plal, xiii, 4. 


243 An humble Supplication for one Chap. 24 


| 7 Ch: 
« 'The animating Spirit is Aled, and leaves them now at 1 2 
« belt but the Image of what I once knew them be. 
„ But, Loxp, haſt Thou caft off fir ever, and will © 
% Thou be favourabie no more (0) ? Halt Thou in awful WW « ; 
« judgment determined, that my Soul mull be left to ®p 
% a perpetual Winter, the ſad Emblem of Eternal Dark. « ( 
« neſs ? Indeed I deſerve it ſhould be ſo, I ackoow. 11 7 
« ledge, O Lord, I deſerve to be cf away from Thy « 2 
% Preſence with Diſdain ; to be ſunk lower than I am, 3 5 
&« much lower : 1 deſerve to have 7he Shadow of Death TY" 
« upon mine Eyelids (p), and even to be ſurrounded 1 4 
„e with the thick Gloom of the Iernal Priſon. But T 
& haſt Thou not raiſed Multitudes who bave dejerved Wi «: | 
& like me to be didivered inio Chains of Darkns (d), * 4. 
« to the Viſions of Thy Glory above, where no Cloud « }; 
« can ever interpoſe between Thee and their rejoicing WF « ;. 
e Spirits? Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, hade Mercy pen . 
„ me (r) ! And tho' mine Iniguities have now juſtly camel « tn 
«& Thee to hide Thy Face fi om me (s), yet be Thou rather FR 
© pleaſed, agreeably to the gracious Language of Ihr Wc. If 
& Word, to bide Thy Face from my Sins, and to blot out al e. FI 
« mine Iniquities (t)! Chear my Heart with the Tokens 80 
« of Thy returning Favour, and /ay unto n Soul, Ian c 70 
« thy Salvation (u) 8 | « Ph 
„ Remember, O Lord Gov, remember that dread- . Th 
„ ful Day, in which Jzsvs thy dear Son endured what. ,.. 
« my Sins have deſerved ! Remember that Agony, nl. -- 
c which he poured out His Soul before Thee, and ſaid, . Tt 
« My GOD, my GOD, why hatt thou forſaken me (). 1, 
« Did He not, O Lord, endure all this, that humble. M. 
« Penitents might thro! Him be brought near une. 50 
« Thee, and might behold Thee with Pleaſure, as their. Wha 
„ Father, and their Cop? Thus do I defire to comm. „ 
4 unto Thee. Bleed Saviour, art Thou not appointed vi. Sol 
„ ie unto them that mourn in Zion, Beauty for 4 Jhes, th FE 
% Oil of Joy for Mourning, and the Garment ef Fra:je fit pie 
* 7;þe Spirit of Heavine/s (y) ? © wath away my Ja wie) 
N | «« anon 
: | ) fa. 
n . c) Jeb wi ks 4% 7 nM, 
eee  - Tenn; 
Lu) Flabaaav.g. (x) Matz x xvii. 46. 6 00 Lai, 134 


Chap. 24. under the Hidings of GOD": Fact. 249 
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nina, be Light ak 3 
' maniſeſted 'Thy Compaſhons to Thy dying Servants, 


2) Ifa. Ixi. x6, 


hb x11, 15, 


andiat my Head with e Oil of Gladneſs, and clothe 


me with the Garments of Salvation (z) ! 


00 that I knew where 1 might find Thee (a)! Oh 


that I knew what it is that has eng aged Thee to de 
part from me! I am ſearching and trying my Ways (b). 
On that Thou wouldſt /earch me, and know my Heart, 
try me, and know my Thoughts ; and if there be any 
wicked Way in me, diſcover it, and lead me in the may 
everia/ting (e); in that Way, in which I may find Ref 
and Peace for my Soul (d), and feel the Diſcoveries of 
Thy Love in Chri/t / 
O Gop, who didft command the Light to Gia out of 
Darknefs (e), ſpeak but the Word, and Light ſhall 
dart into my Soul at once! Open Thou my Lips, and my 


Mouth fpatl Gero forth thy Praiſe (f), ſhall burſt out 
into a chearful Song, which ſhall diſplay before thoſe, 


whom my preſent Dejections may have ne. 

the Pleaſures and Supports of Religion! 

« Yet, Lord, on the whole, I ſubmit ro Thy will. 

If it is hus that my. Faith mult be exerciſed, % wali- 
ing in Darkneſs for Days, and Months, and Years to 


come, how long ſoe ver cney may cem, how long. ſo - 


ever they may be, / well I bmit. Still WIll I ad: ore 
Thee, as the GOD of Tjrael, and the Saviour, th 

Thou art a GOD that bude thyſs} (x) : 
truſt in the Name of the Lord. and [ty myfeli upon my 
GOD (h) ; ing in I bie, thy? 1 beu /la; m); and 
Wa'ting for Thee, more than the -y that waich for the 


Morning, yea, more than they that watch for the 
Perad venture in the E. 1entng {ime it 


Mor ning (k). 
{ know, that Thou haſt ſom imes 


and given them, in the lowelt Eob of taeir Natural 

Spirits, a fail Tide of Diviae Glory, thus tu; ning 

Darkneſs into Light 6:fore them (m'. So may it 

peate [hee to gild the Valley of the Shadow of D-ath 

with the Light of 1hy Prejence, when I am paſſing 
M 


rr 
{b) Lam in, 40: 
(=) 2 Cor. uv. 6, 


(a) Job. eh 3. 
(d) Jer. vi. 16. 

(g) Iſai. xls. 15. 

( P{al, cx XX. 6. 


) Plal. cæxxik. 23, 2 
i) Pla); li. 15; 1 


(1) Zech. xiv. . 
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An humble Supplication, &c. Chap. 23. 
thre? it, and to ſtretch forth Thy Rod and T by Staff to 
comfort me (n), that my Tremblings may ceaſe, and 
the Gloom may echo with Songs of Praiſe ! But if it 
be Thy ſovereign Pleaſure, that Diſtreſs and Dark. 
neſs ſhould ſtill continue to the laſt Motion of my 
Pulſe, and the laſt Gaſp of my Breath, Oh let it 
ceaſe with the parting Struggle, and bring me to hat 
Ligbt which is ſoaun for the Rightious, and to hat 
Gladucf which is reſerved for ib Upright in Heart (o); 
to the unclouded Regions of everlaſting Splendor and 
Joy, where the full Anointings of Thy Spirit ſhall 
be foured out on all Thy People, and Thou wilt no 
more vide { by Face from any of them (p)! 
6 This, Lord, is Thy Salvation for which 1 am Waits 
ing (q); and whilf 1 I feel the Deſires of my Soul 


drawn out after it, I will never deſpair of obtaining 


it. Continue and iacreaſe thoſe Deſires, and at length 


& ſatisfy and exceed them all, thro" the Riches of 1hy 
* Grace in Chrift Jeſus ! Amen. or | 


{v) Pal. xXx1tt. 4, 
4 Cen, xlix. 18. 


(o) Pſal, xcvii. 11. (p) Ezck, xxxix. 29. 


CHAP 


Wt 21:5 
W 2 1/1d 
WU! (c 
lem. 
np 


Char 


Chap. 2 5. The Chriftian ſhould exper Affiction. _ 
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The Cux1sT1AN ſtruggling under great and 
heavy Afflictions. 


Here it is adviſed, (I.) That Afictions hould be expected, 
$. 1. (z.) That the Righirous Hand of GOD ud be 
acknowledged in them, when they come, & 2. (3. 
That they ſbiuld be borne with Patience, &: 3. (4) 
That the Divine Condut in them fbruld be cordially 
approved, . 4. (5.) That Thankfulnsſs ſhould be maine 
tained in the Miaft of Trials, F. 6. (6.) That the De- 
| fon of Aſflitions fhould be diltgently enquired into, and 
all prop! Aſiſtance taken in diſcovering it, F. 6. 
(7.) That when it is diſcovered, it ſhould humbly be com- 
plied with and anſwered, F. 7. A Prayer ſuited to fuch 
5 Cal Is EE) 


"Obs bo on 


— 


23 — - 
— > — 2 
3 22.222 
* 
Wm ni bor tt amen IE. 
= 2 Poets cunt — — 


. 1. QINCE Mar 75 born unto Trouble, a5 the Sparks 
| | fly npward (a); and Alam has entailed on all 
his Race the ſad Inheritance of Calamity in their Way 
to Death, it will certainly be prudent and neceſſary, 
that we ſhould all expect to meet with T3:als and Afflic- 
lions; and that you, Reader, whoever you are, ſhould 
b eadeavouring to gird on your Armour, and put your» 
ſelt in a Poſture to eacounter thoſe Trials, which will 
ali to your Lot, as a M:n, and a Chriftian, Prepare 
ourſelf to receive your Afflictions and to endure them, 
14 Manner agreeable to both thoſe Characters. Ia 
ais View, when you ſee others under the Burden, 
Eoniider how“ poſſible it is, that you may be called 
Wu! to the very ſame Difficulties, or to others equal to 
em. Put your Sval as in the Place of theirs, Think, 
= you could endure the Load, under which they lie; 
by | M 4 8 and 
| (a) Job. v. 7. 


2 52 Affliiions ſhould be patienily borne, 


| Meanneſs and Sinfulneſs. 
Mercy has been forfeited, and every Judgment deſerved, 
And conſider too, how long the Patience of Gop hatl 


K* James i. 4 


and endeavour at once, to comfort them, and to ſtrengthen 
your own Heart; or rather pray, that God would do it, 
And obſerving how liable mortal Life is to ſuch Sor. 
rows, moderate your Expectations from it; raife your 
Thoughts above it; and form your Schemes of Happ!i. 
neſs, only for that World, where they cannot be difap. 
pointed: In the mean Time, bleſſing Gop, that your 


Proſperity is lengthened out thus far, and aſcribing it 


to His ſpecial Providence, that you continue fo long 
unwounded, when ſo many Showers of Arrows are fly. 
ing around you, and ſo many are falling by them, on 
the Right-Hand, and on the Left. 

§. 2. WHEN at length your Turn comes, as it cer. 
tainly will, from the firſt Hour in which an Affliction 
ſeizes you, realize to yourſelf e Hand of GOD in it, and 


loſe not the View of Him in any Second C:nſe, which 


may have proved the immediate Occaſion. Let it be 
your firft Care, to bumble your/el} ander the mighty Hand 
„ GOD, that He may exalt you in due Time (b). Own 
that He is juft in all ibat is brought upon you (c), and that 
in all choſe Things, He prnifhes you 775 than your Iniqui. 
ties diſerxe (d). Compoſe yourſelf to bear His Hand 
with Patience, to glorify His Name by a Submiſſion to 
His Will, and to fall in with the gracious Defign of this 
Vikitation, as well as to wait the Iſſue of it quietly, 
whatſoever the Event may be. 

$. 3. Now that Patience may hawe its perfefs Mert 
de), refle&t frequently, and deeply, upon your own 
Conſider, how often every 


borne with you, and how wondertully it is fill exerted 
towards you ; and indeed not only His Patience, but 
Ilis Bounty too. Afflicted as you zre, (tor I ſpeak to 
you now as actually under the Preſſure) look round aud 
forvey your remaining Mercies, and be pratefuliy ſen- 
fible of them. Make the Suppoſition of their being te. 
myved: What if Gop ſh:uid ſtretch cut His Hand 
apainſt you, 2nd add Poverty to Pain, or Pain to Po- 


ve ty, or the Loſs of Friends to both; or the Death of 
ſur- 


(>) + Per. v. 6, (c) Nch. ix. 33. Cd) Ear. in. 13 


Chap. 25. 
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Chap. 2 5. and — received, | 253 


ſurviving. Friends to that of thoſe whom you are now 
movraing over, would not the Wound be more griev- 


ons ? adore his Goodneſs, that this is not the Caſe - 
ud take heed, leſt your Unthanktulneſs ſhould provoke 


im to multiply your Sorrows, Confider alſo, the 
Need you have of Diſcipline; how wholefome it may 


prove to your Souls, and what merciful Deſigns our 


Heavenly Father has, in all tae Corrections He ſeuds 
upon His Children. 


thef: Conſiderations it may well be expected, not only 
| that you ſhould ſubmit to your Afflictions as what you 
cannot avoid, but that you ſhould Veet acguicſce iu 


but glorify Go in ſending them ; that you ſhould plo- 


nin ic not Hraiſt unſuitable on ſuch an Occafion ; ner 
think that Praiſe alone to be ſurable, which takes its 


your Duty, not only to be thankful in your A fry 
But ts be thankful on Arcount of them. 


$. 5. Gop Hunſelf has ſaid, In every Thing vin 


Thank; (f); and he has taught His Servants to ſay, Yea 


alſo ave glory in Tribulation (g). And moſt certain it is, 


ey; for whom the Lord loveth He chaſteneth, and ſcourg- 


| th every don, whom He receiveth, with peculiar and dil- 
gained Endearment (h). View your preſent Afflje— 
; tions in this Light, as Cha/ti/ements of Love; and then 
Wt your own Heart fay, whether Love does not demand 
\ W'raiie. Think with yourſelf, © It is thus that God is 
making me conformable to His own Son; it is thus 


cc 


that He is training me up for compleat Glory. 'Thas 


4 


0 


Craces; thus He is wiſely contriving to bring me 
+ nearer to Himſelf, and to ripen me for the Honours 


x of His Heavenly Kingdom. It 1s, if Need be, that 1 
mn 4 15 Heawineſt (i); and He ſurely knows what that 
0 Need is, better than I can pretend to teach Him; 
asd knows what peculiar Propriety there is in this 


Afflictien, to antwer my preſent Neceſſity, and 
| M 5 « do 
') Theft. c. 18. (8) Rom. v. 3. (h) Heb, xii. 6. (i) 1 Pet. i. 6, 


* 


. 4. Nar I will add, That in Conſequence of all 


th m, and approve them; that you ſhould not only juſtify, 


rify tym with your Heart, and with your Lips too. 


Riſe from remaining Comforts: But know that it is 


that to true Believers they are Inftances of Divine Mer- 


de kills my Corruptions ; thus He firengthens my 
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254 Care to be taken.to anſwer its Deſign, Chap. 25. ( 
do me that pecvliar Good which he 1s graciouſly 1 
& jinteading me by it. This Tribulation (hall work Fa. a 
«« ſience, and Patience Experience, and Experience a more 1 
% affured He; even a Hope which hall not mate in 
* © Amed, while the Love of GOD ts flicd abroad in my a 
= „% Heat (k), and ſhines thro? my Afflidtion, like the m 
F © Sun thro' a gentle deſcending Cloud, darting in th 
# „ Light upon the Shade, and m ngling Fruitfulneſ ve 
1 © with Weeping.” „ A 
CU F. 6. Lor it be then your earneſt Care, while you Vc 
i thus look on your Afflidion, whatever it may be, ay v0 
| coming from the Hand of Gop, to improve it ts the ci; 
g Purpoſes for which it was ſent, And that you may ſo an 
improve it, let it be your firit Concern, to know what ha 
thoje P:rp ſes are. Summon up all the Attention of bee 

your Soul, to hear the Red, and Him who bath af pointed 2 

5 it (1) ; and pray earneſtly that you may underſtand 1! of 
5 Voice. Examine your Life, your Words, and your ex: 
| | Heart; and pray, that Gop would ſo guide your En. P/ 
5 quiries, that you may return unto the Lord that ſmmiteil tin 
you (m). To aſſiſt you in this, call in the Help of pious ten 


+ Friends, and particularly of your Miniſters: Intreat, 

I not only their Prayers, but their Advices. too, as to the Az 

5 | Probable Deſign of Providence: and encourage them 
freely to tel! you any Thing which occurs to their 
Minds upon tas Head, And if ſuch an Occaſion ſhould « 
lead ihe:u to touch upon ſome of the Imperfections df | 
your Character and Conduct, look upon it as a greg i 
Token oi their Faiendſhip, and take it, not only pa « | 
tiently, but thankfully, It does but ill become af «& + 
Chriitian, at any Time, to reſent Reproofs and Ad: « 


monitions: and leaſt of all does it become him, whe «<< | 
| the Rebukes of his Heavenly Father are upen hin <* 0 
f He ought rather to ſeek Admonidons, at ſuch a Iin «© » 
I as this, and voluntarily offer his Wounds to be ſearche(M8 1 
. by a faithful and kilful Hand. @« 1 
. 5. 7. AND when by one Means or another, you ha 10 0 
got a Ray of Light to direct you in the Meaning a © a 
Language of ſuca Diſpenſations, take heed, that you il © a 
zot, in any Degree, harden your/elf againſt GOD « 1 


Wi 


(k) Rom. v. 3, 4 S U) Nic. v., 9. (m) Iſai, ix 


1 


Chap. 28. and reform what bath been amiſs. 258 
avalk contrary to Him (n). Obſtinate Reluctance to the 
apprehended Deſign of any providential Stroke is inex- 
prefivly pro oking to him. Set yourſelf therefore to an 
immediate Reformation of whatever you diſcover amiſs; 
and labour to learn the general Leſſons of greater Sub- 
miſſion to Gop's Will, of a more calm Iadifference to 
tie World, and of a cloſer Attachment to Divine Con- 

_ verſe, and to the Views of an approaching inviſible State. 
And whatever particular Proportion or Correſpondence . 
you may obſerve, between this or that Circumſtance in 
your Aifliftion, and your former Tranſgreſſions, be eſpe- 
cially careful to act according to that more peculiar 
and expreſs Voice of the Rod. Then you may perhaps 
have ſpeedy and remarkable Reaſon to ſay, that it Harb 
been good for you that you have been aflicted (o); and with 
a Multitude of others, may learn to number the Times 
of your ſharpeſt Frials, among the ſweeref and the moſt = 
exalied Moments of your Life. For this Purpoſe, let " = 
P:azer be your frequent Employment; and let fach Sen- vs 

| timents as theſe, if not in the very ſame Terms, be of- 

den and affectionately poured out before Gov. 


Az humble Ap DN Ess 10 GOD, under the Preſſures of 
| heavy Aſſtidion, | 

„NMT ao ſupreme, yet all righteous and gracious 

Governor of the whole Univerſe ! Mean and 

te inconſiderable as this little Province of Thy ſpacious 

© Empire may appear, Thou doſt not diſregard the _- 

« Earth and its Inhabitants ;- but attendeſt to its Cong 

„ cerns with the moit condeſcending and gracious 

© Regards. Thou reigneft, and [ rejoice in it, as it is in- 

& deed Matter of univerſal Joy (p). I believe Thy 

« univerſal Providence and: Care; and I firmly believe 

« Thy wile, holy, and kind Interpoſition in every 

„ Thing which reiates to me, and to the Circumltances | 

„of my Abode in this World. I would look thro? 

© all inferior Cauſes unto Thee, whoſe Eyes are upon 

* all Thy Creatures; to Thee, who formeft Light, 

and createſt Darkneſs, who makeft Peace; and createſt © 

„„ 1d « Evil; 


(0) Lev. xxvi. 27. (o) Pfal, cxixꝛ 21. (p) 5. xcvii. I, 
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256 4A. humble Addreſs» GOD Chap. 25. 
Exil (q); to Thee Lord, who at Thy Pleaſure can 
« exchange the one for the other, canſt turn the brighteſt 


* Noon into Midnight, and the darkeſt Mida into 


% Noon. | 
«© Thou wiſe and . Gerne of the World! 


„ have often ſaid, 199 Mill be done: And now, Thy 
« Will is painful to me. But ſhall I upon that Account 


„ unſay what I have fo o'ten ſaid? GOD ferbid ! 1 


„ come rather to lay myſelf down at Thy Feet, and to 
« declare my full and free Submiſſion to all I hy Sacred 
„ Pleaſure. O Lord, Thou art Juſt and Righteous in 


all! I acknowledge in Thy venerable and awful Pre. 


«6 ſence, that I have &:/erwed this, and Ten Thoutand 
« Times more (r); 1 acknowledge,. that it is of Thy 
« Mcrcy, that I am not utterly conſumed (5), and that 
any the leaſt Degree of Comtort yet remains. O Lord, 
© 1] molt readily confeſs that the Sins of one Day of my 
„Life have merited all theſe Chaſtiſements ; and that 
every Day of my Life, hath been more or leſs ſinful, 
„ Smite therefore, O Thou righteous Judge ! and I will 
* ſtill adore Thee, that inſtead of the Scourge, 'T'hou 
* haſt not given a Commillion to the Sword, to do all 
the dreadful Work of Jultice, and to pour out my 
« Blood in Thy Preſence. 
« Burt ſhall I ſpeak unto Thee, abby: as my Judge? 
80 0 Lord, Thou haſt taught me a tenderer Name; 
„ ''hou condeſcendeſt to call Thyſelf my Farber, and to 
88 ſpe: kof Correction as the Effect of Thy Love, 0 
© welcome, welcome, thoſe Afflictions, which are the 
* Tokens of Thy Parental Affection, the Marks of my 
«© Adoption into Thy Family! Thou knoweſt what 


_ & Diſciplne I need. Thon ſeeſt, O Lord, that Bundle 


« of Fo ly, which there is in the Heart of Thy poor 
„ froward and thoughtleſs Child; and knoweſt, what 
& Kods, and what Strokes are nerdfal to drive it away 
«« would therefore be in humble Subjefion to the Kathi 
* of Spirits, who chafeneth me for my Profit 3 would vein 
C Subjedtion 1o Him, and live (t). I would bear [hy 

Strokes, not merely becauſe I cannot reſiſt them, bu! 
«© becauſe I love and truſt in Thee, I would ſweet! 
| NN & acquic/t 
(g) Ifa. xlv. 9. (r) Ezr. ix. ig. (5) Lam. ni, 23 
(t) Heb, xli. 9, 10 ; 1 


Chap. 25. under the Prefure of h:avy A fichlon. 257 
« acquic/ce and reſt in Thy Will, as well as PP to wy | 
« and would ſay, Good it the Word of the Lord (u): 
« ] defire that not only my Lips, but my Son! As Ave 
« quieſce. Yea, Lord, I would pra: 7hee, that Thod 
„ wilt ſhew fo much Regard to me, as to apply uch 
«© Remedies as theſe to the Diſcaſes of my Mind, and 
art thus kindly careful to train me up for Glory. I 
« have no Ovjection againſt being afflicted, againſt 
being afflicted in this particular Way, Ile Cup which 
% my Father puts into my Hand, pull 1 not drink it (x) ? 
* By thine Aſſiſtance and Support I ail. Only be 
„ pleaſed, O Lord, to ſtand by me, and ſometimes to 
« grant me a favouravle Look in the Midfſt of my Suf- 
«« ferings! Support my Soul, F befeech Thee, by Thy 
„ Conlolations mingled with my Tribulation ; and [ 
«© ſhall glory in thofe Triou'ations, that are thus allayed? 
« lt has been the Experience of many, who have re- 
« fletted an afflited Days with Pleaſure, and have ac- 
„ knowledged that their Comforts have ſwallowed up 
« their Sorrows. And after all that Thou haſt done, 
« are Toy Mircies refrained (y) I Hand waxed 
« fort (z) ? or canſt Thou not Rill do the ſame for me? 
f my Heart be leſs tender, leſs fenfible, Thou 
© canſt cure that Diſorder, and cant make this Afflic- 
tion the Means of curing it. Thus let it be; and at 
„length in Thine own due Time, and in the Way 
„ which Thou ſhalt chuſe, work out Deliverance we 
„ me; and fhew me Thy marvellous Lovins-tindne/s, O 
% Thou that ſaveft by Thy Right- Hand, them that put their 
« Truft in Thee (a) ! For I well know, that how dark. 
„ ſoever this Night of Affliction ſeem, if Thou ſayeſt, 
Let there be Light, there all be Light. But I would 
urge nothing, before the Time Thy Wiſdom and 
' Goodneſs ſhall appoint. I am much more conce ned 
that my Afflictions may be ſanctiſied, than tbat they 
may be removed. Number me, O God, among the 
happy Perſons, <vhom whilſt Thou chaftenet, Thou 
« teacheſt ont of Thy Law (b) ! Shew me, I beſeech 
e wherefore T hou cuntendeft wich me (c); and 
9 purify 


(u) 2 Kings xx. 19. (x) John xvii. 11. (y) Iſai. Ix iii, 15. 


(2) Numb, xi. 25, (a) Pal, Xvi. 7. (b) Pſal. xciv. 13. 
(e) Job. x. 2. 
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55 0D, 
% purify me by the Fire, which is ſo painful to me, 


«© white I am palling thro? it! Doſt Thou not chaſer 


* Thy Children for this very End, that 1h-y may be pas. 


„ takers of Thy Hel ine, (d)! Thou kaoweſt, O God, 


& it is this my Soul is breathing after. I am Partaker 
© of Thy Bounty, every Day and Moment of Life: J 
« am Partuker of Thy Goſpel, and I hope, in ſome 


4 Meaſure too, a Partaker of the Grace of it operating 


„% on my Heart: Oh may it operate more and more, 


„that I may largely pariate of Tine Qolineſs oo; that 
„may come nearer and nearer in the Femper of my 


« Mind to Thee, O bleſſed Gon, the ſupreme Model 
« of Perfection! Let my Soul be (as it were) melted, 
& tho? with the intenſeſt Heat of the Furnace, if I may 
„ but thereby be made fit for being delivered into the 
& Mold of 'Tny Goſpel, and bearing Thy bright and 


% amiable Image! : | 


*« Q Lord, my Soul longeth for Ther 3 it crieth out fir 
©* the Living GOD (e) in Thy Preteace, and under 


the Support of that Love; I can bear any Thing; 


„ and am willing to bear it, if I may grow more lovely 
* ja Thine Eyes, and more meet for Thy Kingdom, 


% Phe Days of my Aliction will have an End; the 


« Hour will at length come; avhen I Hou wilt wipe away 
% 4 my Tears (f). Tho it tarry, I weuld wait for 7, 


„g). My foolith Heart, in tne midſt of all its Trials, 


« is ready to grow fond of this Earth, diſappointing 


and grievous as it is: And gra-touſly, O Gop, doſt 
4 Tnou deal with me, in breaking theſe Bonds that 


« would tie me faſter to it. O let my Soul be girding 
« itſelf up, and (as it were) flretching its Wings in 
& Expectation of that bleſſed Hour, when it ſhall drop 
«© ali its Sorrows and Incumbrances at once, and ſoar 
„% away to expatiaie with infinite Delight in the Re- 
is pions of Liberty, Peace, and Joy! Amen.” 


(d) Heb. xii. 10. (e) Pfſal. lx x xiv. 2. (f). Rev. xx. þ 


(e) Hab. ii. 3. 


CHAP 


Ji bumile Addrefe ts GOD, bee. Chap te, 


Chap. 26. The Chrifian will leſire Growth in Grace. 2 59 — 

| | | — © 8 1 
CHAP. XXVL 1 

The CHRISTIAN aſſiſted in examinining into 1 

| his Growth in Grace, 3 1 

The Examination important, & t. Fa'ſe Marks of Growth 1h 

to be avoided, \. 2. True Marks propujed; ſuch as, Wn 

10 Increa ſing L've 19 GOD, F. 3. (2) Benewoleace 8 

to Men, $. 4. (3. Candour of Diſpofition, F. 5. (4. 4 

Meckneſs under lnjurics, &. 6. (5 ) Serenity amicdjt the 1 

Uncertainties of Life, F. 7. (6.) Humility, $. 8. He- *" 

| Cially as expreſſed in Evangelical Exercijes of Mind lo- 9 

avards Chrift and the Spirit, F. 9. (7. ) Zeal for the | inn 

Divine Honour, J. 10. (8.) Hahitual and cheartul * 
Willingneſs to exchange Vorlids, whenever GOD fhail  - 

appoint it, F. 11. Conclufion, 9. 12. The Chi ian | - 1 ; of 
breathing after Growth in Grace, g kl 

| =_ 

j. r. IF by Divine Grace you have been Zorn again, = 

| not of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible (a), © = 

even by that Mord, GOD, which liveth and abidtib my 

4 For ever, not only in the World and the Church, bur in bi , 

| particular Souls in which t is ſown 3 you will, as news 1 

, born Babes, deſire the fincere Milk of the Word, that you nl 

f may grow thereby (0). And tho' in the moſt advanced 1 
5 State of Religion on Earth, we are but Infants, in Com- Fa 
pariſon of what we hope to be, -when in the Heavenly . 

| World, we arrive unto 4 pe, ſect Man, unto the Meaſure of | 
9 the Stature of 'the Fulnejs of Chrift (c), yet as we have By 
fone Exerciſe of a ſanctifed Reaicu, we ſhall be ſo- ne 
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licitous that we may be growing and thriving Infants, 
And you my Reader, if % be you have tailed that the Lord 
| is 


| (2) v Pct, i, 25. (b) 1 Pet. ii. 2 (c) Eph. iv. 13. 
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260 Caution arainfl falſe Marks bs of G: owrh. Chap. 26, Ch 
is praciors (d), will, I doubt not, feel this Solicitude; ret 
I would therefore endeavour to aſſilt you in mak! ing the ani 
Enquiry, whether Religion te on the Advance in your Ne 
Soul. And here, I ſhall warn you againſt fome falſe he 
Mu ks of Growth : and then, ſhall eadeavour 10 lay op 
down others on which you may depend as niere ſolid ſrc 
In this View I would ovierve, that yo are not to mea» bef 
ſur your Growth in Grace, only or chicfly by your Ad- T. 
vances in Knowledge, or-in Zeal, or any other paſſion- by 
ate Impreſſion of the Mind; no, nor by the Fervour of Ky 
Devotion alone; but by the Habitual Determi alion of tio! 
the Will fer GOD, and by your prevailiig Dj; ftion to Ah 
ebey his Commands, to fabi it to. bis D. Nala, and to fon. ren 
Jer de bis Scheme in the Morld defi 

&. 2. IT mult be allowed, that Kuoroledee and Aﬀec+ and 
tion in Religion, are indeed defireable. Without ſome Wr 
Degree of che former, Religion cannot be rationa! ; and hon 
it is very reaſonable to believe; that without ſume Degree to b 
of the latter, that it cannot be fincere, | in Creatures whoſe of { 
Natures are conſtituted like ours. Yet there may be a. 6 
great deal of Speculative Knowledge, and a great deal of 2 
rapturous 4ffoAicn, where there is no tree Religion at all; and 

and thereture much more, where there is no advanced Sen. 
State in it. The Exerciſe of our rational Faculties, up- IM 
on the Evidences of Divine Revelation, and upon the wen 
Declaration of it as contained in Scripture, may furniſh the 
a very wicked Man with a well digeſted Body of ortho- find 
dox Divinity in his Head, when not one fingle Doc- Tho 
trine of it has ever reached his Heart. An eloquent leer 


Deſcription of the Sufferings of Chriſt, of the Soiem- vere 
nities of Judgment, of the Joys of the Ele ſſed, and the 
Miſeries of tne Damned, might move the Breaſt even 
of a Man who did not firmly believe them; as we of en 
find ourſelves ſtrongly moved by well wronght Narra- 
tions, or Diſcourſes, which at the ſame Time we know 
to have their Foundation in Fiction. Natural Cooſti- 
tution or ſuch accidental Caujes as are fome of them 
too low to be here mentioned, may ſupply the Eyes 
with a Flood of Tears, which may diſcharge itſelf 
plenteouſly upon almoit any Occaſion that ſhall firſt 
ariſe, And a proud Impatience of Contradiction, 4 
recily 


() 1 Pet; ii. 2. 


Chap. 26. One true Mark i: Love to GD. 261 
rectly oppoſite as it is to the gentle Spirit of Chriſti- 
anity, may make a Man's Blond bail, when he hears the 
Notions he has entertained, and eſpecially thoſe which 
he has openly aud vigorouſly eſpouſed, diſputed and 
oppoſed. This may poſlibly lead him, in Terms of 
ſtrong Indignation, to pour out his Zeal and his Rage 
before Gon, in à fond Conceit, that as the Gos of 
Truth, He is the 'Patron of thoſe favourite Doctr ines, 
by whoſe fair Appearances perhaps he himſelf is miſled, 
Andif theſe ſpeculative Refinements, or theſe affec- 
tionate Sallies of the Mind, be confiſtent with a total 
Abſence of true Religion, they are much more - ppa- 
really conſiſtent with a very low Eſtate of it. I would 
deſire to lead you, my Friend, into ſublimer Notions, 
and juſter Marks; and refer you to other Practical 
Writers, and above all te the Book of Gop, to prove 
how material they are. I would therefore intrgat you, 
to bring your own Heart to anſwer, as in the Preſence 
of Ged. to ſuch Enquiries as theſe,  _ | 

$. 3. Do you find Divine Love, on the whole, a4. 
dancing in your Soul? - Do you feel yourſelf more 
and more ſenfible of the Preſence of God ; and does that 
Senſe grow more delightful to you, than it formerly 
was! Can you, even when your natural Spirits are 
weak and low, and you are not in any Frame for 
the Ardours and Extaſies of Devotion, nevertheleſs 
find a pleaſing Reſt, a calm Repoſe of Heart, in the 
Thought that Gop is near you, and that he ſees the 
ſecret Sentiments of y.:ur Soul; while you are, as it 
were, labouring up the Hil!, and caſting a longing Eye 
towards Him, tho? you cannot ſay you enjoy any ſen- 
ible Communications from Him? 1s it agreeable to you 
to open your Heart to his Inſpection and Regard, to 
preſent it to Him laid bare of every Diſguiſe, and to ſay 
with David, Tre, Lord, Bnowell thy Servant (e) Do 
you find a growing Eiteem and Approbation of that 
Sacred Law gf Gov, which is the Lranſcript of Ris 
moral Perfections? Do you inwardly eee all his Pre- 
cots concerning al Things to be right (f)? Do you diſ- 
ern, not only the Neceſſity, but the Reaſonableneſs, 
he beauty, the Pleaſure of Gbedience; and feel a grow- 


10g 


(e) 2 Sam. vii. 20, (k) Plal. cxix. 128. 


moſt certain and noble Sign, that Grace is grown up in 


„ your Heart /0wares thoſe who are round abcui you, and 


hg 


262 Others are, Benevolenet to Men, Chap. 26, 


ing Scorn and Contempt of thoſe Things, which may Cl 
be offered as the Price of your Innocence, and would : 
tempt you to ſacrifice or to hazard your Intereſt in the 8 
Divine Favour and Friendſhip? Do you find an ingenu— 5 
ous Deſire to pleaie Gob; not only becauſe He is ſo $ 
powerful, and has ſo many good and ſo many evil Things 6 
entirely at his Command; but from a Veneration of Hi; L 
moſt amiable Nature and Character? And do you find M 
' your Heart habitually reconciled to a moſt humble Sub- the 
jeckion, both to His commanding, and to His diſpoſing the 
Will? Do you perccive, that your own Will is now E. 
in 


more ready and diſpoſed, in every Circumſtance, to bear 
the Yoke, and te ſubmit to the Divine Determination, fat, 
whatever he appoint to be borne or forburne ? Can you 
in Patience fofejs your Soul g)? Can you maintain 2 5 
more ſteady Calmneſs and Serenity, when God is firik- wt 
ing a: your deareit Enjoyments in this World, and ac. 
ing moſt directly contrary to your preſent Intereſts, to 
your natura Paſſions and Defires ? If you can, it is a WF bn 


you to a very vigorous State. | | 
9. 4. Examines alſo, ** what Affection you find in Wl 


% towards the reft of Mankind in general.“ - Do you Wt © 
find your Heart overflow with undiffembled and unre- tt 
ſirained Benevolence ? Are you more ſenüdle than you "ar 
once were, of thoſe moſt endearing Bonds which unite Nligh 
all Men, and eſpecial 'y all Chriſtians, into ene Come e 


munity ; which make them Brethren and Fellow (ili. take 
zens ? Do all the unfriendiy Paſſions die and wither ia i, 
n 


your Soul, while the kind ſocial Affections grow and 
ſtrengthen d And tho? SH Lowe was never he reigning . 


Paſſion, ſince you became a true Chriſtian; yet as ſome 9 
Re Kainders of it are ſtill too ready to work »wardh, ye 
and to ſhew themielves, eſpecially as ſudden Occakon! ot 80 
ariſe, do you perceive that yd get Ground ot them? Pi 
Do you think of yourſelf only as one of a great Num— Im | 
ber, whoſe part cuicr Intereſts ana Concerns ] e | lirtle Bp ©» 
Importance when comuered with thoſe ftae Comme— aſp 
nity, and ought by ali Mcans, on all O:cahicns, to be uy 


*acrificed to them? | | 
„ ReFLled 
(3) Luke xxl. 19. 


Chap. 25. I Charity and Mei. 263 
9 5. REFL=<T eſpecially “ on he Temver of your 
i Mind towards thye, whom an unfand fd Heart might 
„ be ready to imagine, it had ſme ju Excuſe for ex- 


„% whom you are ready to feel a fecret Averſion, or at 
„ leaſt an Alienation from them.” — How does your 


their Religious Sentiments and Practices? I do not ſay 
that Chriftion Crarity will require you to think, every 
Error harmleſs, It argues no want of Love to a Friend 
in ſome Caſes, to fear left his Diſorder ſhou'd prove more 
fatal than he ſeems to imagine; nay ſometimes, the very 
Tendernefs of Friendſhip may increaſe that Apprehea- 
fon. But to hate Perſons becauſe we think they are 
miltaken, and to aggravate every Difference in Judg- 
ment or Practice into a fatal and damnable Error, that 
deſtroys all Chriſtian Communion and Love, is a Symp- 
| tom generally much worſe than the Evil it condemns. 


worſhip in a Manner different from yourſelt ? Nay far- 
ther, can you love and hononr that which is truly ami- 
able and excellent in thoſe, in whom much is defective; 
11 thoſe, in whom there is a Mixture of Bigotry and 


ns was ww 


light, or even tocenſure you? Can you love them, as 


taken Zeal may be ready to ca/? out your Name as evil 


bon? This is none of the leaſt Trinmpbs of Charity, nor 
7 deſpicable Evidence of an Advance in Religion. 
ne 5 6 Ax d. on this Head, reffect farther, * how can 
„ on bear {njurics ?FY'— There is a certain Hardineſs 
et Soul in this Reſpect, which argues a confirmed State 
2 WE" fifty and Virtue. Does every Thing of this Kind hurry 
n. "4 ruifle you, ſo as to put you on Contrivances, how 


o may recompenſe, or at lealt, how you may dif- 

zrace and expoſe him, who has done you the Wrong ? 
r can you Rand the Shock calmly, and eaſily divert 
our Mind to other Objects, only (when you recolleR 


(h) muke vi. 22. 


— 


« cepting out of the Lift of thoſe it hues, and towards 


Mind ſtand affeted towards 22/7 who. differ from you in 


Do you love the Image of CuRISsT in a Perſon, who 
thinks himſelf obliged in Conſcience to profeſs and 


Narrownels of Spirit, which may lead them perhaps to 
| the Diſciples and Servants of Car 18, who thro” a miſ- 


(), and to warn others againſt you as a dangerous Per- 


ele Tniags,) pitying and praying for thoſe, who with 
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254 Fortitude of Alind aud Humility, Chap. 26, 
the worſt Tempers and Uiews are aſſaulting yeu ? This 
is a Chrift like Temper indeed, and he will own it as ſuch; 
will own you as one of his Soldiers, as one of his He. 


Toes ; eſpecially if it riſes ſo far, as inſtead of being over. 


come of Evil, to overcome Evil with Good (i) Watch 
over your Spirit, and over your Tongue, when Injuries 


are affered; and ſee whether you be ready to meditate 


upon them, to aggravate them to yourſelf, to complain 


of them to others, and to lay on all the Load of Blame 
that you in Juſtice can: Or, whether you be 1eady to 


put ihe kindet Conſtruction upon the Offence, to ex- 
cuſe it as far as Reaſon will allow, and (where after all, 
It will wear a black and odious Aſpect) to forgive it, 
heartily to forgive it, and that even before any Sub- 
miffiou is made. or Pardon aſked; and in Token of the 
Sincerity of that Forgiveneſs, to be coniriving what 
can be done, by ſome Beneſit or other towards the in- 
zurious Perſon to teach him a better Temper. 

$. 7. Examine farther, © with Regard ta he ot ber 
„ Fuils and Calamities of Lift, and even with Regard te 
& its Uncertainties, how can you Scar them ?''—1J9 you 


find your Soal is in this Reſpect gathering Strength! 


Have you fewer foreboding Fears and diſquietiag 
Alarms, than you once had, as to what may happen in 
Life? Can you truſt the Wiſdom and GooJneſs of God, 
to order your Affairs for you, with more Complacency 
and Chearfulnefs than formerly? Do you find, you are 
able to unite your ihoughts more in ſurveying preſent 
Circumſtances, that you may collect immediate Hut) 


from them, tho? you know not what Gop will next 


appoint or call you to? And when you feel the Smart 
of Affliction, do you make a leſe Matter of it? Can you 
transfer your Heart more eaſily to Heavenly and D's 
vine Objects, without au anxious Selicitude, whecher 
this or that Burthen be removed, ſo it may but be lanc- 
tifed to promote your Coma union with Go and your 

Ripeneſs for Glory? 
. 8. Examine alſo, © whether you advance in Hi 
te mility.” — 1 his is a filent, but molt excellent Grace 
and they who are moſt eminent in it, are dearelt to Gos, 
and moſt fit for the Communications of his Preſence {0 
them. Do you then feel your Mind more emptied of 
(1) Rom. Xu, 21. prall 
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Chap. 26. a Heady regard to Chriſt and the Spirit. 255 
proud and haughty Imaginations ; not prone ſo much 
to look back upon paſt Services, which it has perform- 
ed, as forward to thoſe which are yet before you, and 
inward upon the remaining Imperfections of your 
Heart? Do you more tenderly obſerve your daily Slips 
and Miſcarriages, and find yourſelf diſpoſed ty mourn - 
over thoſe Things before the Lord, that once paſſed 


ſurvey them, as in the Preſence of God, you find they 
were not wholly involuntary, or free from Guiit ? Do 
vou feel in your Breaft deeper. Apprehenſion of the 
Infinite Majeſty of the Bleſſed Gob, and of the Glory 
of his Natural and Moral Perfections; ſo as, in Conſe- 
quence of theſe Views, to perceive yourſelf (as it were) 
annihilated in his Preſence, and to ſhrink into % than 
Nething, and Vanity (k) ? If this be your Temper, God 
will look upon you with peculiar Favour, and will viſit 
you more and more with the diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings of 
hie Grace. | LES 

F. 9. Bur there is another great Branch and Effect of 
Chrijtian Humility, which it would be an unpardonable 
Negligence to omit, Let me therefore farther enquire: 
Are you more frequently renewing your Application, your 
ſincere, ſteady, determinate Application, t the Rrighte= + 
| 0:./1eſs and Blood of Car15T, as being ſenſible how un- 
worthy you are to appear before God, otherwiſe than 
in Him ? And do the remaining Corruptions of your 
Heart humble you before him, tho' the Diſorders of your 
Life are in a great Meaſure cured ? Are you more earneft 
to obtain the quickening Influences of the Holy Spix1T; and 
have you ſuch a Senſe of your own Weakneſs, as to en- 
age you to depend, in all the Duties you perform, upon 
Ine Communications of his Grace to help your Infirmi- 
rie (1) ? Can you, at the Cloſe of your moſt religions, 
exemplary, and uſeful Days, biuth before God for the 

ehciencies of them, while others perhaps may be ready 
to admire andextol your Conduct? And while you give 
Whe Glory of all that has been right to Him, from whom 
Phe Strength and Grace has been derived, are you coming 
** the Blood of Sprinkling, to free you trom the Guile 
WW hich mingles itſelf even with the beſt of your Services? 
o jou learn 10 receive the Bounties of Providence, not 


only 
88) Ifai, Al. 174 ©) Rom. vii. 36, | 


with you as flight Matters; tho” when you come to 


- 266 4 Zeal to do Good, | Chap. 26, 
only with Thankſulaeſs as coming from Ge, but with 
a Mixture of Shame and Confuſion too, under a Conſei 
cuſneſs chat you do not deſerve them, and are continually 
forfeiting them? And do you juſtify Providence in your 
Al ictions and Diſappointments, even while many are 
 fvoritiing arcund you in the full Bloom of Proſperity, 

whoie Offences have been more viſible at leaſt, and more 
notorious than yours ? : 

$. 10 Do you alfo advance * in Zea! and Aftiniry, 
« /or the Service of GOD, and the Happineſs of Ma. 
e Hin? - Does your Love ſhew aitſelf ſolid and fin- 
cCere, by a continual F'ow of good Works from it? Can 
you view the oorrows ef others with tender Compaſſion, 
and with Projects and Contrivances what you may do 
to relieve them? Do you feel in your Breait, that you 
are more frequently dewifng liberal Things (m), and ready 
to wave your own Advantage or Pleatute that you may 
accompliſh them? Do you find your Imaginations teem- 
ing (as it were) with Conceptions and Schemes, for the 

Advancement of the Cauſe and Intereſt of CHRIST in 
the World, ſor the Propagation of his Goſpel, and for 
the Happineſs of your Fellow-Creatures ? And do you 
not only pray, but act for it; act in ſuch a Manner, as 
to ſhew that you pray in earneſt, avd feel a Readinels to 
do what little you can in this Cauſe, even tho? others, 
who might, if they pleaſed, very conveniently do a valt 
deal more, will do Nothing | | 

§ 11. Axp, not to enlarge upon this copious Head, 
reflect once more, how your Affections and, with Re. 
«« pard ſ this World, and another ?; — Are you more 
deeply and practically convinced of the Vanity of theſe 

Things which are ſeen, and are Temporal (n)? Do you 
perceive your Expectations from them, and your Attach: 
ments to them, to diminiſh f You are willing to ſtay in 
this World, as long as your Father pleaſes; and it is right 
and well: But do you find your Bonds ſo looſened to in 
that you are willing, heartily willing, to leave it at the 
| ſhorteſt Warning; ſo that if Gop ſhould ſee fit to ſun 
mon you away on a ſudden, tho? it ſhould be in the Midi 
of your Enjoyments, Purſuits, Expectations, and Hopes 
you would cordially conſent to that remove; withol 
ſaying, ©* Lord, let me ſtay a little while longer, to 10 

R | 4 4 jg 
) Iſai. xx xii. $, (v) 2 Cor. vi ab, 


Chap: 26. and a Willing e/; to die. 267 


« joy this or that agreeable Entertainment, to finiſh this 
& or that Scheme ?”” Can you think with an habi ual - 
Calmneſs and hearty Approbation, if ſuch be the divine 
Pleaſore of waking no more when you lie down on your 
Bed, of returning Home no more when yu go out of 
your Houſe ? Aud yet, on the uther Hand, how great 
{ever the Burthens of Life are, do you find a Will: ing- 
neſs to bear them, in Submiſſion to the Will of your | 
Heaven'y Father, tho? it fhould be to many future Years; D 
and tho? they ſhould be Years of far greater Alffliction, 
than you have ever yet ſeen ? Can you ſay calmly and 
ſte:diiy, if not with ſuch Overflowings of teader Atfec- 
tions as you cou'd defire, ** Behold, ½% Servant, thy 
„Child, is in Thine Hand, do with me as ſeemeth good in 
et tby Sigh: (0)! My Will is melted int» Thine; to be 
+ lifted up or laid down, to be carried out or brought 
« in, to be here or there, in this or that Circumſtance, 

« juſt as Thou pleaſeſt, and as ſhall beſt ſuit with Thy 
„great extenſive Plan, which it is impoſſible that I, or 
“all the Angels in Heaven, ſhould mend,” 

6. 12. nes, if I underitand Matters 0 are 
ſome of the moſt fubſtantial Evidences of Growth and 
Eſtabliſhment in Religion. Search after them: Bleſs 
Cop for them, ſo far as you diſcover them in yourſelf ; 
and ſtudy to advance in them daily, under the Influences 
of Divine Grace, to which I heartily recommend you, and 
to which I 1ntreat you frequently to recommend yourſelf. 


The Can ISTIAN breathing earneſtly Fier Growth in 
Grace. 
Tuou ever bleſſed Fountain of Natural and 
Spiritual Life! I thank Thee, that I live, and 
know the Exerciſes and Pleaſures of a Religious Liſe, 
I bleſs Thee, that thou haſt infuſed into me Thine 
* own vital Breath, tho? I was once dead in Tre/baſJes 
and Sins (p); ſo that I am become, in a Senſe peculiar 
to Thine own Children, @ living Soul (q). But it is 
mine earneſb Defire, that I may not only live, but 


a * 


ec 


; grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of my 
" Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chris (r), upon an Acquain- 
out tance with whom my Progreſs in it ſo evidently de- 


pends ! In this View I humbly intreat Thee, that 


*© Thon 
) 2 dam. xy, 2G. (p) Eph, i. 2. (9) Gen. ii, 9. (1) 3 Pet. iii. 18, 
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268 ToheChriftian breathing earn &c. Chap. 26. 


Thou wilt form my Mind to right Notions in Re. 


ligion, that I may not judge of Grace by any wrong 
* Conceptions ot it, nor meaſure my Advances in it 
by thiſe Things, which are merely the Effects of 
« Nature, and poſſibly its corrupt Effects! 


„May | be ſecking after an Increaſe of Divine Love 


„% to hee, my Gop and Father in Chriſt, cf unreſerred 
«© Reſignation to Thy wite and holy Will, and of ex- 
„ tenſive Benevolence to my Fellow- Creatures! May 1 
„ grow in Patience and Fortitude of Soul, in Humility 
and Zeal; in Spirituality and a Heavenly Diſpoſition 
“of Mind, and in a Concern, at whether preſent or 
„ abſent, I may be accepted of the Lord (s), that whether J 
* lidie or die it may be for his Glory! In a Word, as thou 
« knowelt / hunger and thirfl after Righteouſneſs, make me 
© whatever I hou wovldſt delight to ſee me! Draw on wy 
« Soul, by the gentle Influences of Thy gracious Sy1R1T, 
« every Irace and every Feature, which Thine Eze, 
« O Heavenly Father, may ſurvey with Pleaſure, and 
« which Thou mayeſt acknowledge as Thineown Image, 
«« am ſenſible, O Lord, I have not as yet attained : 
“% Yea, my Scul is utterly confounded to think, how far 
« I am from being already perfeft : But this one Thing, 
(after the great Example of Thine Apoſtle, and the 
% much greater of His Lord) I would endeavour to do; 
„ forgetting the Things which are behind, I would preſs 
„ forward to thoſe ewhich are before (t). O that Thou 
« wouldſt feed my Soul by Thy Word and Spirit! Har- 
„ ing been, as I humbly hepe and truſt, - regenerated by 
« it, being born again, not of corrupiible Seed, but of Ju. 
te corruptible, even by Thy Word which liveth and abideth 
4 for ever (u); as @ new born Babe | defire the fincere Milk 
« of the Word, that I may grow thereby (x). And miy 
« my profiting appear unto all Men (y), till at length { 
come unto a perfeft Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature 
% of the Fulneſs of Chriſt (z); and after having enjoyed 
„the Pleaſures of thoſe that flouriſh eminently in 7 
* Courts below, be fixed in the Paradiſe above! I ak 
„ and hope. it thro' Him, of whoſe Fulneſs we have all 
« received, even Grace for Grace (a) To Him be Gl, 
. «both now and for euer (b) Amen.“ 
Cs) 2 Cor. v. 9. {t; Phil. iii. 13, 13. (u) 1 Pet. i. 2g. (x) 1 Pet. 1 4 
ty) Tim. iy. 15. (2) Eph, iv. 23. (2) Johs i. 16. (b) 2 CHAP, 
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The advanced CanisTian reminded of the 
Mercies of Goo, and exhorted to the Ex- 
erciſes of habitual Love to Him, and Joy 
in Him, Te . 


. 

Chap. 27. Joy i» GOD, our Privilege and Daty, 269 =— 
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Ar holy Foy in GOD, our Privilege, as well as our 
Duyy. 1. The Chritian invited ib the Exerciſe of it; | 
8• 2 ( 1 ) By the Reprejentaution of Temporal Mereter. l 
$- 3. (2.) By the Confjiferation of Spiritual Favours, 

9. 4. (3.) By the Views of Eternal Happineſs, &. 5. 
Aud, (4) OF the Mercies of GOD to others, the Li- 
ing, and the Dead, . 6. 1 he Chapter cloſes with an 
 Exhortation to this Heavenly Exerciſe, F 7, and with 
an Example of the genuine Wo kings of this | grateful 
Joy in GOD, e | 2 the 


9. 1. 1 WOULD now ſuppoſe my Reader to find, on 

an Examination of his Spiritual State, that 52 
i growing in Grate, And if you deſire, that this 
Crowth may at once be acknowledged and promoted, 
let me call your Soul to that more affectionate Exerciſe of _ - 
Live to GOD, and Foy in Him, which ſuits and ttrength= 
ens, and exalts the Character of the advanced Chrittian; 
and which 1 beſeech you to regard, not only as your 
Privilege, but as your Duty too. Love is the moſt ſub- 
lime generous Principle, of all true and acceptable Obe- 
dience ; and with Love, when ſo wiſely and happiiy 
ted, when fo certainly returned, Joy, proportionable 
jor, mult naturally be conneQed. Ic may jultiy grieve 
«Men that enters into the Spirit of Chriſtianity, to es 
wow low a Life even the Generality of fincere Chridians 
. Nac air live in this Reſpect. Rgoice then 74 the, 


4 * 
— —— ——— et —— —— ———— 9 
—— — —2 .. — — — 1 
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Lord, ye Righteous, and give Thaiks at the Remembrance C 
of his Holineſs (a), and of all thoſe other Perfections and tl 
Glories, which are included in that majeſtick, that won- y 
derful, that delighiful Name, Tas LoD Thy Gon! t 
Spend not your ſacred Moments merely in Con fe ſſion, ce 
or in Petition, tho? each muſt have their daily Share; W 
But give a Part, a conſiderable Part, to the Celeſtial and C2 
Angelick Work of Praiſe. Vea, labour to carry about P. 
with you continually an Heart overflowing with ſuch D 
Sentiments, warmed and inflamed with furh Affections. an 
F. 2. ARE there not continually Rays enough diffuſed an 
frem the great Father of Light and Love, to enk:ndle ter 
it in our Boſom ? Come, my Chriſtian Friend, and Bro- Th 
ther, come and ſurvey with me the poodnefs of our an, 
Heavenly Father. And Oh that He would give me ter 
ſuch a Senſe of it, that 1 migh« repreſent it in a ſuits, hey 
able Manner ; that e:hile ] am mifing, the Fire may bum III. 
in my own Heart (b), and be cemmanicated to yenrs! Wh. 
And Oh that it might paſs with the Lines I write, from no 
Soul to Soul; awakening in the Breaft of every Chriſ- Da 
tian that reads them. Se ut. menis mure werthy of the Bil 7, 
Children of God, and the ! ers of Cioty; who are 10 that 
ſpend an Eternity in thoit ſacico Exetcates, two which [ kng 
am now endes ouring tc excite zeu! Ule 


& 3. Have yuu nt RCN is adapt. tbe Werds of Yeu! 
David, and jay, Hew many ae Thy .yra.ivas , Frie 
unto me. © Lod lie great 1s the dum of tbem ! 2 they 
J aucula cant them, they ave moie m Numer than ib rem. 
Sand (c). You Inceeod know, where to begin the Survey; hone 
for the Favours of Cop io you begun with your Being next 
Con men Crate ii therefore wich a grateful Heari, wat ii amor 
the Bes which /aw your Subflen, e, being gel imperfect, be-. "anc 
held you with a Friendly Care, N a ere Made is 
Secret, and have watched over you ever fince zu aud thib 
tle Hand, which drew the Plan ef your Men lers, wu 
as yet there were noe of ikem (d), not Only foftioned I. 
at biſt, but from that Jime has been concerned in e, 


19 all your Beres, ſo that not ene of them is broken (ether 
ind that indeed, it is to this you. owe it, thai you ia dehin 
Leck beck NIB: the Faith yeo have uc, 11cm the 0 E 

„ e dc 
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(3) Pfl. xcvii. 12. (b) Flal, xx xix. 3: 00 Pfd. cx xi, 17 
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Chap. 27. The Cbriſtian urged to the Exerciſc.of it 271 
that Gop brought yon” out of the Womb, and ſay, whether 
you do not (as it were) ſee all the Road thick ſet with 
the Marks and Memorials of the Divine Goodneſs.. Re- 
collect the Places where you have lived, and the Perſons 
with whom you have moſt intimately converſed; and: 
call to Mad the Mercies you have received in thoſe 
Places, and from thoſe Perſons, as the Iniiruments of the 
Divine Care and Goodneſs. Recolle& the Difficulties 
and Dangers, witk which you have been ſurrounded; 
and reflect attentively on what Gop hath done to de- 
fend you from them, or to carry you through them. 
Think how often there has been - but a Step betaucen you 
and Death; and how ſuddenly Gop hath ſomeiimes in- 
terpoſed to ſet you in Safety, even before you àappre- 
hended your Danger. Think of + thoſe Chambers of 
I'lneſs, in which you have been confined, and from 
whence perhaps you once thought you ſhould go forth | 
no more; but ſ:1d, with Hezekiab inthe cutting off of your 
Days, I ſhall: go to the Gates of the Grave, I am deprived 
of the Refidue of my Years (f). Gop has, it may be, ſince 
that Time, added many Vears to your Lie; and you 
know not how many may be in reſerve, or how much 
Uletulneſs and Happineſs may attend each. Survey 
yeur Circumſtances in Relative Life; how many kind 
Friends are ſurrounding you daily, and ſtudying how 
they may contribute to your Comfort. Reflect en thoſe 
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remarkable Circumſtances in Providence, which occa- = 
11 honed the knitting of ſome Bonds of this Kind, which 1 
ext to thoſe which join your Soul to Gop, you number * 


1 
_ 


na WY zmong the happieſt. And forget not, in how many In- 
bee WY + ces, when theſe dear Lives have been threatened, 
„a Les perhaps more ſenſibly dear than your own, Gop hath. 


given them back from the Borders of the Grave, and lo 
added new Engtarments ariſing from that tender Circum. _ 
Kance, to all your After-Converſe with them. Nor for- 8 
get, 10 how gracious a Manner He hath ſupported ſome 
others in their laſt Moments, and enabled them to leave 
behind a ſweer Odour of Piety, which hath em balmed 
heir Memories, revived you when ready to faint under 
he Sorraws of the firſt Separation, and on the whole, 
lace even the RecolleQion of their Death delightful, +. 
EEE v.. 
Of) Ifai, xxxvith 10. Bad, ET. 
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wt 
4 Bur it is more than Time, that! lead on your NI 
n to the many Spiritual Mercies which Gob hath Jet 
be ſtowed upon you. Lock back, as it wee, ta the Ro. Bl 
Jrom whence you were hewn, and to the Hole of the Pit . 
From ac hence ye were digged (g). Reflact ſericully on al; 
the State, wherein Divine Glace found you: Under m: 
how much Guilt, under how much Pollution! In what 1 
Danger, in what Ruin! Think what was, and Oh think un 

with pk 0 Reflection, What would have been the 
Caſe ! The Eye of Goo, which penetrates in'o Eür— Bl 
nity, ſaw what your Mind, _ amuſed with the Tiifles of are 
preſent Time and ſenſual Gratihcation, was utterly 1p- BE 
 ncrant and regardleſs of: It ſaw you on the Borders of T. 
Eternity, and pitied you; ſew, that you uculd in a n- the 
tle Time have been ſuch a helpleis, wretchec Cres vie, im 
as the Sinner that is juſt now dead, and has to hi- in- ha; 
finite Surpr:ze and everlaſting 'teiror met his us ex- to. 
p*Qcd Doom, and would like him dapd J hunger tl: uck ſur 
in Aſtoniſhment and Delpair. his Ge taw, any He rv: 
pitied yqu! and beirg merciful to you, He provided in his 
the Ccunieis 9 His eternal Love and Grace a Kedeemer his 
for zou, and purchaſed yeu to him ie t with the Bloed of ſha] 
bis Son A Price, which it you will pauie up in it, and rect 
think ſericuſly what it was, muſt iucely aff ct you ta for: 
ſuch « Degiee, as to wake you fall down before Gch 4 
in Wonaer and Shame, to think chat it fliou d ever have 4 
been given for you. To accompliſh theſe blefiea Pos. 8 
poles, Ee ſent bis Grat inte your Feart; ſo that the' N 
yeu were one? Das Inc, you a © man Light in "the Lerd (h). & 7 
He made bat happy Change which you now feel in * 8 
your Sou., and hy bis Fioiy Spirit eb -15 2¹⁰ en 16.5%, * 
Fe fca abicad that K 0 o Lowe (1), which is in- 
5 Findled by this Review, ana new flames with greater 4 
Tide ur than before. I bus far be hath ſvppeited you 8 - 
in your Chriflian Ccnrſe; and hat irg ebtuined Help jron “ e. 
Em it is, that yeu continue even ieh, Day 815 He bail WWF © : 
not only Lia yeu but made you a PHI? (1) And tho at. 
zev have not been ſo aſe;u}, as that holy Generoſuy dl *.1 
Leart which He has excited, weuld have engaged yl e 
to deſire; yet eme Gocd yeu have done in the Station J 
| which and 

(3 Hai Ji. 16 +; *) Eph. v. N. ti) Rom. „ 

(* Acts Avi. 22. (e Gen. X13, 3. os EF... | 
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which he has fixed you. Some of your Brethren of 
M.nkind have been relieved, perhaps too ſome thought- 
leſs Creature reclaimed to Virtue and Happineſs by his 
Bleſhng on your Endeavours, Some in the Way to 
Heaven, are ptaiſing Gop for you; and ſome perhaps 
al;eady there, are longing tor your Arrival, that they 
may thank you in nobler and more expreſſive Forms for 
B-uzhts, the importance of wiich they now ſufficiently 
underftand, thy? while here they could never conceive it. „ 
9. 5. CakisTIAN, look round en the numberleſs _— 
Blefſi-gs of one Kind, and of anothe!, with which you _ 
are already encompaſſed ; and advance your Proſpect ſtill 
farther, to what Paitn yet diſcovers wirbin the Veil. 
Think of thoſe now unknown Tranſports with which 
thou ſhi!t drop every Burtnen in the Grave, and thine 
immortal Spit ſhall mount. light and joyful, holy and 
happy, to Gob, its Origin4], ite Support, and its Hope; 
io 0D, the Source of Being, of H-lineis, and of Pica ++ 
ſure ; to Jesus, thro' whom all theie Bleſſings are de- 
rived to thee, and who will appoint th-e a Throne near 
his own, to be for ever the Spectator and Partaker of 
his Giory. Think of the Rapture wich wiica thou 
ſhalt attend this Friumph in the Retfurrection Day, and 
receive this poor mouidering corruptible Body tranſ- 
formed into his glurious Image; and then think, 
„ Thcfe Hopes are not mine alone, but the Hopes of 
„ Tnouſands and Millions. Maulti.udes, whom 1 
a umber among the deareſt of my Friends upon the 
Earth, are rejoicing with me in theſe Apprehenſions 
and Views: And God gives m ſometimes to lee ihe 


f „Smiles on their Cheeks, ene ſweet hum e 7 that 
17 „ ſparkles in their Eyes, and thines thro? che Tears of 
ih tender Gratitude ; and to near that little of their in- 
er vo 


ward Complacency and Joy, which Language can 
expreis. Yea, and Multitudes more, who were once 
cqually dear to me with thoſe, tho' I have laid them in 
the Grave, and wept over their Duft, are /iving 10 
GOD, living in the Poſlſeſſion of 1nconceivable De- 
liguts, and drinking large Uraughtsof the Water of Life, 


cu which flows in perpetual Streams at bis Right Hand.” 
* §. 6. O Cyr 1>TlAn, thou art ſtill intimately united 
i 


and allied to then. Death cannot break a triendſhip . = 


N3 | thus * 


& 


274 He ſhould Took forward le an Eternal State. Chap. 25. 
thus cemented, and it ought not to render thee inſenſible 
of the Happineſs of thoſe Friends, for whoſe Memory 
thou ret«inedſt ſo juſt an Honour. They live 10 GOD, 
and his Servants ; they /erve him, aud ſee his Face (m); 
and they make but a imall Part of that glorious Aſſem. 
bly. Millions equally worthy of thine Eſteem and af. 
fection with themſelves, inhabit thoſe bliſsful Regions; 
And wilt thou not rejoice in their Joy? and wilt thou 
not adore that everlaſting Spring of Holineſs and Hap- 
pineſs, from whence each of theſe Streams is derived? 
Yea, I will add, while the bleſſed Angels are ſo kindly 
regarding us, while they are minifering to thee, O Chriſ 
tian, and bearing thee in their Arms, as an Heir f 
. Salvation (u), wilt thou not rejoice in their Felicity 
too? And wilt thou not adore that Gop who gives 
them all the ſuperior Glory of their more exalted Na- 
ture, and. gives them a Heaven, which fills them with 
Bleſſedneſs, even while they ſeem to withdraw from it, 
that they may attend on Thee? 
$. 7. Tas, and infinitely more than this, the Bleſſed 
' Gov is, and was, and ſhall ever be. The Felicities of 
the bleſſed Spirits that ſurround bis Throne, and thy 
Felicities, O Chriſtian, ale immortal. Theſe Heavenly 
Luminaries ſhall glow with an undecaying Flame, and 
thou ſhalt ſhin? and burn among them, when the Sun 
and the Stars are gone out. Still ſhall the unchanging 
Father of Lights pour forth his Beams upon them ; and 
the Luſtre they reflect from him, and their Happineli 
in kim, ſhall be everlaſting, ſhall be ever growing. Bow 
dewn, Othou Thi'd of Gop, thou Heir of Glory, bow 
down, and-let all that is within thee unite in one 48 
of grateful Love; and let all that is around thee, all 
that is before thee in the Proſpeas of an unbounded ; 
Eternity, concur to elevate and tranſport thy Soul; that 
thou mayeſt, as far as pollible, begin the Work and 
eſſedneſs of Heaven, in ſailing down before the Geo 
of it, in opening thine Heart to his gracious Influences 
and in breathing out before him that Incenſe of Praiſe, 

| which theſe warm Beams of his Preſence and Love hate 
ſo great a Tendency 10 produce, and to ennoble with 4; 
Fragrancy reſembiing that of his Paradiſe above. * 


(m) Rev, xxil. 3 4. 05 Heb. i. + fs. 
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The g. Ad Soul rejoicing in the Bl:ſings of P-2 2 
246 Grace, and pouring out itſelf before GOD in vigo- 
rous and affetouate Exe ciſes of Love and Praiſs. | 


a My Gop, it is enough! If have muſed, ond the 
«« Fire barneth (o)] But Oh, in what Language 
« ſhall the Flame break forth. What can I ſay but this, 
«© thzt my Heart admires Thee, and adores Thee, and 
© joves Thee! My little Veſſel is as full as it can hold; 
« and I would pour out all that Fulneſs before Thee, 
« thacit may grow capable of receiving mere and more. 
« Thou art my Hope, and my Help; my Glory, and the 
« Lifter up of my Heart (p). Wy Heart refoicrth in Thy 
« Salvation (q; and when I ſet myſelf under the Ia- 
« fluences of Thy good Spirit, to converſe with Thee, 
a lhoufand delightful Thoughts ſpring up at once; 
a Thouſand Sources of Pleaſure are unſealed ; and 
ow in upon my Soul with ſuch Refreſhment and 
Jon, thac they ſeem to crowd into every Moment the 


10 
Fc 
40 

cc 


„ Happineſs of Nays, and Weeks ani Months. 


„I bleſs Thee, O Goo, for 5. Soul of mine, which 
Thou haſt created; which Thou halt taught to ſay, 
« and 1 hope to the h:ppiett Purpoſe, Where is GOD 
« my Maker (r) J I ble Thee for the K1owledge, with 
« which Thou haſt adorned it. I bleſs Thee for that 
Grace, with which, I truſt | may (ast without ham- 
«© ble Wonder) ſay, Thou bait ſanctifed it ; tho? alas, 
the Celeſlial Plant is fixed in too barren a Soil, and 
does no. flouriſh to the Degree [ could wiſh. | | 
„ ble(s 'Cnee alſo for that Body whica Thou haſt 


Strength and Vigour; not only capable of reliſhing 
the Entertainments. which Thou providelt for its va- 
rious Senſes, bur (which Ielteem far more valuable 
than any of them for its own Sake,) capable of act- 


thee for that Eaſe and Freedom. with which theſe 

Limbs of mine move themſelves, and obey the Dic- 

tates of my Spirits: [ hope as guided by I bine. I bleſs 
N 


4 „Thee, 
(6) Plal, x > xix. 1 (p) Fial. iii. 39. (i) Plal xi. 5 


— 


(1) Job xxxv. 16. 


given me, and which Thou preſerveſt as yet in its fs 


ing wita ſome Vivacity in Thy Service. I bles _ 


276 An Example of the genuine Woikings Chap. 27, 
Thee, that % Keepers of 1hy Hoe do net yet tremble, 
nor the Str 0 Men bow theinſeluts; tha they that lobt 
ent of the Windows. are not yet darkcied, ner the 
„ Daughters gf, Mr fie brought low : | bleſs Thee, O 
«« Gop of my Life, that the Silver Cords are net yet 
„ lorſea, nor the Golcen Pow! broken (5): For it is Thine 
« Hand that braces all my Nerves, and T hine- infinite 
Skill that prepares thoſe Spirits, which flow in fo 
«K freely, and when exhauſted, recruit ſo ſocn and fo 
„ plentifully. 

« I praife Thee for that Royal Bott with which 
«© Thou provideſt for the daily Support of Mankind in 
& general, and for mine in particular; for the various 
% Table which Thou /preadeft before me, and for the 
1 over flewing Cup which Thou putteff into my Hands (t). 
«« ] bleis Thee, that theſe Bounties of Thy Providence 
do not ſerve, as it were, to upbraid a diſabled Appe- 
&« tite, and are not lite Meſſes of Mea! ſit before the Dead, 
*« ] bleſs Thee too that J ra? rot my Morſel alone (u), 
but ſhare it with ſo many agreeable Friends, who add 
« the Reliſh of a ſocial L. fe, to that of the Animal, at 
“ our Seaſons of common Repaſt, I thank Thee for 
e ſo many dear Relatives at Home, for ſo many kind 
« Friends abroad, who 2:e capable of ſerving me in 
„ yaricus foflnnces, and diſpoſed to make an obliging 
„% Uleof that Capacity. 3 

Nor would | forget to acknowledge Thy Favour 
*in rendering me capable of ſerving others, and giving 
« me in any Inſtances to know, how much more 6/://.4 
5 it is to give than to receve (x). I thank Thee for a 
„ Heart which feels the Sorrows of the Neceſſitous, 
„ and a Mind which can make it my early Care and 
© Refreſhment to contrive, according to my little Abi- 
„ jity, for their Relief: For 7b:s 4½½ cometh for th fron 
c Thee, O Ind (y), the great Author of every bene: 
«« volent lacitzation, of every prudent Scheme, of every 
fucceſsful Attempt to ſpread Happiness around a5, 
© or in any Inſtance to lefien Diflrets, 

« And ſurely, O Lord, if I thus acknowledge tit 
„ Pleafures of Sympathy with the Atl Qed, much mor 

a | « mul 


(a) Ecch xii. 3, 4,6. (t) Pfal. xii. 3. (u) Job, xxl. 1. 
(x) Acts xXx. 35. (v) Lat, XXVII. 29. | 5 
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«© in ever-flauriſhing. ever-growing Delight. I praiſe 
Thee forthe Rei, the Joy, the Tranfport, thou art 
„giving to many that were once dear to me on Earth; 

© whoſe Sorrows it was my Labours to ſooth, and ele 
« Joys, eſpecially in Thee, it was the Delight of my 
« Heart to promote. I praiſe Thee for the Bleiſednets 
of every Saint, and of every Angel, that furruunds 


of diſtinguiſhed Pleaſure, for that reviving Hope 


« which Thou haſt implanted in my Boſom, that I 
ſhall, ere long, know by clear Sight, and by evet- 


« laſting Experience, what that Felicity of theirs is, 

which I now only diſcover a? a Diſtance, thro' the 
« comparatively obſcure Glaj5 of Faith. Even now, 
thro? Thy Grace do I feel myſelf borne forward by 
ny ſupporting Arm to thoſe Regions of Bleflednels, 
Eyen now, am I waiting for Thy Sulvation (7), With 
that ardent Deſire on hy one Hand, which its ſub- 


10 


« the immutability of Thy Promiſe eſtabliſhes. 


©« What, by thatT love Th:e above all the Powers of 
Languag 


Ibo art to Thy Creatures, who are in their various 


and Happineſs from Thee, in Numbers and Degrees, 
© ceive. But O LI adore and love thee, yet far more, 
« for what Thou art in Tvy/cl/; tor thole Stores of Per- 
** tection which Creation has not diminiſhed, and which 
by | Can never be exhaulted by all the Effects of it Which 

Thou imparteſt to Thy Creatures; that infinite Per- 
i alen waich makes Thee Thine own Happinels, 

Thine own Eud; amiable, infinitely amiaule aud 


* venerable, were all derived Excellence and Happi- 
„ neſs torgot, 
N 5 


10 O Thou 


(20 9 xlix. 18 


« mult } bleſs Thee for thoſe of SH cou the. Happy, 
« with thoſe that are compleatiy Bleſfed. I adore Lace. 
« for the Streams that water Paradiie, and maintaly it. 


« Thy Throne above; and I praiſe Ihee with Accents 


« lime Greatneſs cannot but inſpire into the believing 
Soul, and that calm Reſignation on the other, waich 


% And now, O my Cod, hat all 1 /ay unto Thee! 
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to expreſs! That I love Thee for what 
Forms, every Moment deriving Being, Kaowledge 


far beyond what my narrow Imagination can con- 
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„O Thou firſt, Thou greateſt, Thou faireſt of all 
Odjects! Thou only great, Thou only fair, poſſeſs 
all my Soul ! And ſurely Thou doſt poſſeſs it. While 
I thus feel Thy ſacred Spirit breathing on my Heart, 
and exciting theſe Ferveurs of Love to Thee, I can- 
not doubt it any more, than I can doubt the Reality 
of this Animal Life, while I exert the AQings of it, 
and feel its Senſations. Surely if ever I knew the 
Appetite of Hunger, my Soul Hungers after Righteou/ 
uc/s (a), and longs for a greater Conformity to Thy 
kleſſed Nature and Holy Will. If ever my Palate 
felt Thirſt, my So thirſteth for GOD, even for the 
living GOD (b), and pantech for the more abundant 
Communication of His Favour. If ever this Body, 


when wearied with Labours or Journies, knew what 
* 1t was to wiſh for the Refreſhment of my Bed and 
rejoice to reſt there, my Scul with ſweet Acq uieſcence 


reſts upon Thy gracious Boſom, O my Heavenly Fa- 


ther, and returns to its Repoſe in the Embraces of its 


Gov, who hath dealt fo bountifully with it (e). And 
it ever I ſaw the Face of a beloved Friend with Com» 


placency and Joy, I rejoice in beholding Thy Face, 


O Lard, and +a calling Thee my Fatber in Chrift, 
Such Thou art, and ſuch} Thou wilt be, for Time 


and for Eternity, What have I more to do, but to 


commit myſelf to Thee for both? Leaving it to 
Thee to chuſe my Inheritance, and to order my Affairs 


Vir me (d), while all my Buſineſs is te ſerve Thee, 


and all my Delight to praiſe Thee. My Soul ol:ows 
hard after GOD, becauſe His Right Hand upholds me 
(e). Let it fill bear me up, and | ſhall preſs on to- 


wards Tbee, till all my Deiires be accompliſhes in 


the Eternal Enjoyment of Thee! Amen.“ 


(a) Mett. v. 6. (b) Pal. xlii. a. (c) Pſal, cxvi. 1 


(d) El. xlvii. 4. ON Plal, Ixil. % 


cn; 


q 
| 
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CH A P. XxVIII. 


The Eſtablihed Cant STLAN 9 880 to exert 
himſelf for Purpoſes of Uſefulneſs. 


2 fincers Love to GOD will expreſs elf not only in «Do 
vation, but in Benevolence 
the Command of GOD, F. 3. The true Chriflian feels 
his Soul wrought to a Holy Conformity tit: F. 4. dad 


Accordingly Directions are given for the Improvement 
of waitous Talents : 
Learning, $. 6. (2.) Power. F. 7. (3) Doneftick 
Authority. 9.8. (4. ) Efeem. F. 9. (5) Riches, F. 10. 
Several good Ways of employing them hinted at. §. 11. 
Prudence.in Expence urg ed, for the Support of Charity. 


1. Soen as I have deſcribed in the former Chap- 
ter, I truſt, are and will be the frequent Exer- 
ciſes of your Soul before Gov. 


and Gratitude breathe itſelf forth in the Divine Preſence, 
and will, thro' Jesus the great Mediator, come up before 
it as Incenſe, and vield an acceptable Savour. But then 


that Love to Gov, which I have ſuppoſed fo warm in 
your Heart. It ir be ſincere, it will not ſpend itſelf in 
Words alone; but will diſcover itſelf in Actions, and 


to your Fellow Creatures, and an unwearied Defire 
and Labour to do them Good contiaually. 


NS 5. 2, © Has 


The efablifhed Chriflian urged, Kc. 279 a 
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to Men, F. 1, 2. This it 


therefore avill defire Inſtructious on this Head, 5 62 


Particularly, (I) Genus and 
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QF. 12, 13. Divine Direction in this Reſpedt to be 
ſought, F. 14. The Chriſtian . * more ex- 
tenſi ve Ußgfulnęſs. 
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Thus will your Love 


you muit remember, this will not be he only ES-& of 


will produce, as its genuine Fruit, an ugfeigned Love 
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2860 Hie hhould improve his Capacity, Chap. 28, 
F. 2. *© Has the great Father of Mercies,” will you 
ſay, looked upon me with ſo gracious an Eye, has 
«© He not only forgiven me Ten Thouſand Offences, 
but enriched me with ſuch a variety of Benefits! 
„Oh wha? fall I render to Him for them all Iaſtrug 
me, Oh ye Oracles of Eternal Truth! Inſtruct me, 
% ye elder Brethren in the Family of my Heavenly 
Father! laſtruct me above all, O thou Spirit of 
„ Wiſdom and of Love, what I may be able todo, to 
- *© expreſs my Love to the Eternal Fountain of Love, 
* and to approve my Fidelity to Him, who has al- 
„ ready done ſo much to engage it, and who will take 
© ſo much Pleaſure in owning and rewarding it!“ 

$. 3. Tis, O. Chriſtian, !s the Command which wwe 
have heard from the Beginning, ard it will ever continue 
in unimpaired Force, that he who loueth GOD, ſhould 


Love his Brother alſg(a) ; and ſhould expreſs that Love, 


wot in Word and in Profeſſion alone, but in Deed and in 
Truth (b). You aie to love your N: ighbour as 10ufelf ; 
to love the whole Creation of GOD ; and, ſo far as your 
Influence can extend, muſt endeavour to make it happy. 

V 4. Yes,” you will ſay, and I do love it. I 
feel the golden Chain of Divine Love incircling us all, 
and binding us cloſe to each other, joining us in one 
„ Body, and diffuſing (as it were) one Soul thro? all. 
„May Happineſs, true and ſublime, perpetual and ever- 


« growing Happineſs, reign thro the whole World of 


„ Gop's rational and obedient Creatures in Heaven and. 


on Earth! and may every revolied Creature, thac is 
% capable of being recovered and 1eſlored, be made 
*« obedient! Yea, may the neceſſary Puniſhment of 
© thoſe, who are irrecoverable, be overruled by Infinite 
„% Wiſdom and Love to the Good of the Whole !”? 

S. 6. Tukst are right Sentiments ; and if they were 
indeed the Sentiments of your Heart, O Reader, and 
not an empty Form of vain Words, they will be attended 
with a ſerious Concern to act in Subordination to this 
great Scheme of Divine Providence, according to your 
Abilities ja their utmoſt Extent, And to this Purpoſe, 


they will put you on ſurveying the peculiar Circum- | 


.nces of your Life and Being; that you may diſcover 
| | what 
() 1 John iv. 21. (b) 1 John iii. 18. 


—— 


eee , , . was 


. — — — 
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Chap. 23. and all the Power he has, to this End. 28t 
what Opportunities of Uleſulneſs they now afford, and 
how thoſe Opportunities and Capacities may be im 
proved. Enter therefore into ſuch a Survey; not that 
you may pride yourſelf in the Ditt; oQiohs of Divine 
Providence or Grace towards you, or having received, 
may elwy as if you had not received (e); but that yo a 
may deal fai:hfuily with the great Proprietor, w waoſe 
Steward you are, and by whom you are intruſted with 
every” Talent, which, wich Reſpe.t to any Claim from 
your Fellow— Creatures, you may call your own. - And 
here, having Gifts 4: Fering according to the Grace that 1s 
given to us (4), let us hold the Balance with an impar- 
tial Hand, that ſo we may determine what it is that 
(309 requires of us; which is nothing leſs, than doing 
the molt we can invent, contrive and effect, for he 
general Good. But, On how ſeldom is this Eltimate 
faithſully made! And how much does the World around 
us, and how much does our own Souls luſter, for Want 
of that Fidelity | 
&. 6. Hara Gor given you Genius and Le arning ? 
It was not, that you might amule or deck yourlſelt with 
it, and kindle a Blaze which ſhould only ſerve to at- 
tract and dazzle the Eyes of Men. [t was intended, to 
be the Means of leading both yourſelf and them to 7%. 
Father of Li his. Aud it will be your Duty, according 
to the peculiar Turn of that Genius and Capacity, 
either to endeavour to improve and adorn Human Life, 
or, by a more direct Application of it to Divine Sub- 
jects to plead the Caute of Religion, to defend its 
l'ruths, to en force and recommend its Practice, to de- 
ter Men from Courſes which would be diſhonourable 
to Cob and fatal to themſelves, and to try the utmoſt 
Efforts of all the Solemnity and Tenderneis with wnich 
you can clothe your Addreſſes, to lead them into the 
ende of Virtue and Happineſs. 
). 7. Has Gop irveited you with Power, whether 
it be n 4 larger or ſmaller Society? Remember that 
this Power was given you, that Gob might be hunoured, 
and hoſe placed uader your Government whether Do. 
seie, or Fublick might be made happy. Be concerned 
therefore, that Whether you be intrulted with rhe Rod, 
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(c) 1 Cor, ix. J. | (d) Rom, xii. 6 
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282 The Reputaticn 55 Has iu the W orld, Chap 28, 


or the Sword, it may xo! be borne in vai (e). Are youa 
Magifirote ? Have ycu any Share 1 in the great and tre- 
mendous Charge of ena&ing Laws ; Reverence the Au- 
thority of the Supreme Legiſlator, the great Guardian of 


Society: Promote none, conſent to none, which you do 


not in your own Conſcience eſteem, in preſent Circum- 
ances, an Jurinatin of his Will ; and in the Eſtabliſh- 


ment of which you do not firn.ly believe you ihall be 


b's Minifler for God (f,. Have you the Charge of exe. 
cuting Laus? Put Life into them by a vigo:ous and 
ftrenu>u; Execution, accoiding to the Nature of the 
particular Office you bear. Retain not an empty Name 
of Authority. Permit not yourſelf, as it were, to fall 
aſlecp on the Tribunal. Be active, be wakeful,; be ob- 
ſervant of what paſſeth around you. Protect the Up- 
right, and the Innocent. Break in Pieces the Power of ihe 
Op reſſor. Unveil every dithoneſt Heart. Diſgrace, as 
well as defeat the Wreich, that makes his diſtinguiſhed 


Abilities the Diſguiſe or Protection of the Wickednels, - 


Which be ought rather to endeavour to expole, and to 
drive out of the World with Abhorrence. - 

§. 8. AR you placed only at the Head of a private 
Family? Rule it for GOD. Adminiſter the Concerns 
of that /:/:lc Kingdom with the ſame Views, and on the 
fame Principics, which 1 have been inculcating onthe 
Powerful aud the Great; if by an unexpected Accident 
any of them ſhould ſuffer their Eye to glanee upon the 


_ Paſſage above, Your Chilaren and Servants are your 
natural Subjects. Lei good Order beeiltabliſhed among 


them, and keep them under a regular Biſcipline. Let 
them be inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, that 
they may know how reaſonable ſuch a Diicipline is; 
and let them be accuſtomed to act accordingly. You 


cannot indeed change their Hearts, but you may very 


mucin influence their Conduct; and by that Means may 
Preleive them from many Snares, may do a great deal 
to make them £000 Members of Society, and may ft 
them as it were in the Way of GO D', Steps (g), if perad- 
venture paliny by He may bleſs them Wien the Riches 
of his Grace. And tail not to do your utmok{ to con- 
vince them of their Need of thoſe Bleſſings; labour to 

„ | | engage 

(e) Rom, Xii. 4 (f) lbid, ee) Pfal, 1x x xv. 1S 
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Chap. 28. and Efteem amone t his Felhæe Creatures, 28 3 
engage them to an high Edeem of them, and to an 
earneit Deſire of them, as incomparably more valuable 
than any Thing elſe. - 3 i 

6. 9. Acaln, Has Gop been pleaſed to raiſe you to 
Ettcem among your Felloau- Creatures, which is not always 
in proportion to a Man's Rank or Poſſeſſion in Human 
Lite? Are your Counſels heard witn A:tention ? Is 
your Company-ſaught ? Does Gop give you good Ac- 
ceptance in the Eyes of Men, ſo that they do not only 


put the faireſt Conſtruction on your Words, but over- 


look Faults of which you are conſcious to youtlelt, and 
conſider your Actions and Performances in the molt in- 
dulgent and favourable Light? Youu ought to regard 
this, not only as a Favour of Providence, and as an En- 
couragement to you chearfully to purſue your Daty, in 
the ſeveral Branches of it, for the Pime to come; but 
alſo, as giving you much greater Opportunities of Ule-' 


fulneſs, than in your preſent Station you could other- 


wife have had. If your Charadter has any Weight in 
the World, throw it into the right Scale. Endeavour 
to keep Virtue and Goodneſs ia Countenance. Affec- 
tionately give your Hand to modeſt Worth, where it 
ſcems to be depreſſed or overlooked ; tho? ſhining, 
when viewed in ics proper Light, with a Luſtre which 
you may think much ſuperior io your ow». Be an Ad- 
vocate for 'Truth ; be a Counſellor of Peace; be an 

Example of Candour; and do all you can to reconcile 
the Hearts of Men, and eſpecially of good Men, to 
each other, however they may differ in their Opinions 
about Matters which it is poſſible for Good Men to dif- 
pute. And let the Caution and Humiiity of your Be- 
haviour in Circumſtances of ſuch ſuperior Eminence, 
and amidit ſo many Tokens ot general Eiteein, fiiently 


Teprove the Rathneſs” and Hlaughtineis of thoſe, who 


pernaps are remarkable for littie elſe ; r who, it their 
Aullities were indeed confiderable, muſt be deſpiled, 
and whoſe ialents muſt be in a great Me.ſure- loſt to 
tae Puviick, tiil that Rataneſs and Haughtineis of Spi- 
rit be tuvdued, Nor ſuffer yourielt to de 1nterrupied 
In tne generous and worthy Courle, by toe little attacks 
of Envy and Ca.umny, Which you may meet with in it. 
Be iti atenuuve to the general Go, and N ; 

; e . So luiute 
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ſolute in your Efforts to promote it; and leave it to th 
Providence, to guard or to reſcue your Character from er 
the baſe Adults of Malice and Falſehcod ; which wall I. 
often without your Labour, confute themſelves, and 
he ap upon the Authers greater Shame, or ik they are : 
inacceſſible to that,) greater Iafamy, than your Hu- of 
minity will allow you to wiſh them. _ 27 
9.10 Oxcu more, Has Gov bleſt you with Riches ? pi 
Has he placed you in ſuch Circumſtances, that you have 01 
more than you abſolutely need for the Subſiſtence of m 

poufſelt and your Family? Remember your approach- 
ing Account. Remember what an Incumbrance theſe ar 
Thingsoften prove to Men in the Way of their Salva- pe 
tion, and how often, according to our Loid's expreſs W 
Declaration, they render it as difficult to enter into the G 
Kingdom of GOD, as it is for a Camel to go thro? the Eve of 
of a Needle (h). Let it therefore be your immediate, ct 
_ your earneſt, and your daily Prayer, that Riches may m 
not be a Sonre and a Shame to you, as they are to by re 
far the greater Part of their Poſſeſſors. Appropriate, I th 
beſeech you, /me certain Part and Proportion of your th 
Eſtate and Revenues, zo charitable Ces; with a pro- ſp 
viſional Increaſe, as GOD fall proſper you, in any ex- 25 
traordinaty Inſtauce. By this Means you will always * 
have a Paid of Charity at hand: And you will probably tr 
be more ready to communicate, when you look upon A 
what is ſo depoſited, as not in any Senſe your own; I; 
but as already actually given away to thoſe Ules, tho' . 
not yet affixed to particular Objects. It is not for me ce 
to ſay, what hut Proportion  ught to be. To thoſe who q. 
have large Revenues, and % Children, perhaps a TH W 
or one Half may be too little : To theſe whote Incomes m 
are {mull, and their Charge confiderable, tho? they baye b 
ſomething more than is obſolutely neceſſary, it is poſ- Ut 
fble a 1% may be 7c much. But pray, that Gon 15 
Would guide your, Mind; make a Trial for one Year, a 
on ſuch ierms, as in your Conſcience you think will b 
be nioll pleaſing to Him; and let your Obſcrvations cn _ 
that, tea. h you to kx your Proportion for the next; #- < 
ways lemembering, that He requires Jiſtice in tbe fill 1 
Place, and A'ms-cdr only fo far as may conſiſt with 
that 


Chap. 28. Richer may be uſilully employed. 285 
that. Yet at the ſame Time take heeq of that treach- 
erous, deluſive, and in many lattapces d-ftruchve 
Imagination, „that ZFu#tce to your oui Family requires 
« tha: you ſhould leave your Children vr; rich; which 
has perhaps colt ſome. parſimonious Parents the Lives | 
of thoſe Darlings for whom they laid up % Portion of 
tb Poor ; and what fatal Conſ-quences of D. vine Oiſ- 
pleaſure may attend it to thole that yet ſurvive Gop 
only £nows 3 and [I heartily pray, that you or yours 
may never learn by Experience, : | 
$ 11. AND that your Hear: may yet be more opened, 
and that your Charity may be directed to the bett Pur- 
poſes, let me briefly mendion a Variety of g Ut, 
which may. call for the Conflderation-ot thoſe, whom 
Gop has in this Reſpeck diſtinguiſhed by an Ability to 
do Good, To aſſiſt the Hints I am to offer, look round 
cn the Neighbourhood in which you live. Uhink how 
many honelt and induſtrious, perhaps too I might add 
religious People, are making very hard Shifts to ſt'uggle 
thro” Life, Think what a Comfort that would be to 
them, which you might without any Inconvenience, 
ſpare from that Abundance which Gop hath given you. 
— Hearken alſe io any extraordinary Calls of Charity 
which may happen, eſpe:ially thole of a publick Na- 
ture; and help them forward with your Example, and 
your Intereſt, which perhaps may be of much greater 
Importance than the Sum which you contribute, con- 
ſidered in itfelf.- Have a Tongue to plead for the Ne- 
ceſſitous, as well as a Hand to relieve them; and en- 
deavour to diſcountenance rhoſe poor ſhameful Excuſes, 
which Covetouſneſs often dictates to thoſe, whoſe Art 
may indeed fet ſome Varnith on what they ſuggeſt, 
but ſo ſlight a one that the coarſe Ground will appear 

| try” it. —8ee how many per Children are wandering 
nated and ignorant about the Street, and in the Way to 
all Kinds of Vice and Miſery ; and conſider what can 
be done, towards clothing ſome of them at leaſt, and 
inttracting them in the Principles of Religion. Would 
every thriving Family in a Yown, which is able to afford 
Help on ſuch Occaſions, caſt a pitying Eye on one poor. 
Family in its Neighbourhood, and take it under their 
«lronage, to alu in feeding, and clothing, and teach- 


in + 
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286 Expences fhould be prudently managed, Chap. 28 
Ing the Children, in ſupporting it in Affliétion, in de- 
tending it from Wrongs, and in adviling thoſe that 
have the Manzgementof it, as Circumſtances might 
require, how great difference would Joon be preduced 
in the /\ PP" arance of Ihings ang us? — Obſerve 
who are 84, that if there be o publick nfl: mary at hand 
to which Yeu can intreduce them, (where your 9 
bution will yield the lagen Iacreaſe) you may do fe 
thing towards relieving them at home, and N 
them with Advice and Medicines, as wellas with proper 
Diet and /ttendance — Conſider aiſo 7he S;irttual 
Necfities of Men; in providing for which, I ſhould 
Particularly recommend to you the very important 


and noble Charity, of afi/ing zoung Pei ſons of Geng x 
and Pie, with what is necetiary e /apport the Expence ys 
of their Education for the Min: ft „ In a Proper Curie of fe 
| Grammatical or Academical Siuairs. And grudge not RN 
ſome Proportion of what Ge hath given-you, to tnole l 
who reſigning all Temporal Views io miniſter to you thi : 
Goſpel off Chriff, have turely an equitadie Claim to be 1 
ſapported by you, in a Capacity uf rendering you thoſe i 
Services, h-wever laborious, to which for your Sakes, * 
and that of our common Lord, they have dewoted their - 
Lives. And while you are ſo abuadantly /atisfed with P 
the Goodneſs of GOD's Houſe, even of his own Temple (i), 
have Compaſſion on hife who dwell in a deſart Land; Y 
and rejoice to do ſomething towards ſending 2mung the 4 
diſtant Nations of the Heathen World, that glorious GO. 
pel which bath fo long-continued unknown to Multi- ö 
tudes, tho? re Knowledge of it, with becoming Regard, Wi ' 
be Life Everlaſting. — 1 heſe are a few important Cha» 5 
rities, which I would point out to thoſe, whom Provi- , 
dence has enriched with its peculiar Bounties : : And it } 
r-:de-s Gold more precious, than it could appear in K 
any other Light, that it is capable of being employed i 
for ſuch Purpoſes. But if you ſhould not have Gel 0 
{pare for them, contibuate your Silver: Or as a Far thing, x 
or a Mite, is not overlooked by GOD, when it is givet ] 
from à truly generous and chur table Heart (k), let that : 
Le chearfuily dropped in.o the Dates where” richer | 
Offerings cannot be afforded, _ 4 


$* 12. AND, 
(i F Pial, bl 4 — (590 Mark x11, 125 43- 


$. 12. AND, that amidſt ſo many prefine Demands 


for Charity, you may be better furniſhed to anſwer them, 
ſeriouſly reflec on your Minuner of Living. 1 ſay not, 


that Gob requires, you ſhould become on? of the many 
Poor, relieved out of your Income. The Support of 
Society, as at preſent eſtabliſhed, will not only permit, 


but require, that ſome Perſons ſhould allow themſelves 


in the El-gancies and Delights of Life; by farniſhing 
which, Maltitudes of 'poo: Families are much more 
creditably and comfortably ſubliltea, with greater Ad- 
vantage to themſelves and Safety to the Publick, than 
they could be, if the Price of their Lavours, or of the 
Commodities in which-they deal, were to be given them 
as an Aims: Nor can I imagine it grateful to Gop, 
that his Gifts ſhould be refaſed, as if they were meant 
for Snares and Curſes, rather than Benefits. This were 
to fruitrate the benevolent Purpoſes of the gracious 
Fatner of Mankind, and if carried to its Rigour would 
be a Sort of Conſpiracy againſt the whole Syſtem of Nature. 
Let the Bounties of Providence be uſed ; but let us care- 
fuily ſee to it, that it. be in a moderate and prudent 
Manner, leſt, by our own Folly, hat which ſhould have 


been for our Welfare, become a Trap (I). Let Conſcience 


ſay, my dear Reader, with Regard to yourſelf, what 
Proportion of the good Things you poſleſs, your Hea- 
venly Father intends for ,your ſelf, and what for your Bree 
then; and live not as if you had ne Brethren, as if pleaſ- 


ing yourſelf, in all the Magnificence and Luxury you 


can deviſe, were the End for which you were ſent into 
the World. I fear this is the Exceſs of the preſent Age, 
and not an Exceſs of Rigour and Morufication, Ex- 
amine therefore your Expences, and compare them with 


your Income. That may be ſhameful y extravegant - 


in you, which may not only be pardonable, but com- 


mendable in another of ſupeitor Eſtate, Nor can you 


be ſure that you do not exceed, merely becauſe you do 
not plunge yourſelf in Debt, nor render yourtelt inca- 
pable of laying up any Thing for your Family. If you 
be diſabled from doing any Thipg for the Poor, or any 


Thing proportionable to your Rank in Life, by that 


geuteel and elegant Way of Living which ns, 
> f | | ; 30 


(1) Plat, Ixix. 23, 


Chap. 28. with « Concern to be mere uſeful. 23 


288 re Chriftian Breathing aftcy Chap. 28, 


Gon mutt dil prove nf ſueh a Conduct; and you 
ought, as you will anſwer it to him, to retrevch i it. And 
tho? the Divine Induigence will undonbtedly be ex- 
erciſed to thoſe in whom there is a ſincere Principle of 
Faith in ( Hriſi, and undiſſembled lore 10 GOD and 
Man, tho“ it act not to that Heighth of Benificence and 
Ul-fu!:eſs which might have been attained ; vet be 
aſſured of this, that He who rindereth io every one accord. 
ing to His Works, will have a ſtrict Regard to the Degrees 
of FR Goc dne ſe i the Diſtribution of fral Rewards : 50 
that every neglected Opportunity draws after it an irre. 
p>rable Loſs, which will go into Eternity along with 
you. And let me add too, that every Inſtance of Neg- 
hgence indulged renders the Mind (till more and more 
indolent and weak, ard conſ-quently more indiſpoſed 
to recover the Ground which has been loſt, or even is 
maintain that which has hitherto been kept. | 

& 13 Complain not, that this is impoſing hard 
Things vpon you. Tam only direfinr your Pleaſurs 
into a not ler Channel; and indeed that Frogality which 
Is the Source of ſuch a Generoſity, far from being at all 
injurious to your Reputation, will rather amongit Wiſe 
and Good Men, greatly promote it. But you have far 
nobler Motives before you, than thoſe which ariſe from 
their Regards. I ſpeak to you. as to a Child of GOD, 
and a Member of Chrift ; as joined therefore by. the molt 
intimate Union to a/l the Pooreft of thoſe that belie de in 
him. I ſpeak toycu, as to an Heir of Eternal Glory, who 
ought therefore to have Sentiments great and ſublime, 
in ſome Proportion to that expected Inheritance. 

F. 14. Cee ebout therefore in your Thoughts, what 
Good is to be done, and what you can do, either in 
your on Perſon, or by your Interelt with others ; and go 
about it with Reſolution, as in the Name and Preſence 


of the Lord. And as the Lord giveth Wiſdom, and out f 


hi: Mouth h Kuowicage and 5 &erftanding (m), go to 
the Footitool of his Throne, and there ſee k that Guid- 
ance and that Grace which may ſuit your prele..t Cir- 
cumſances, and may be effectual to produce the Fruits 
of Holineſs and Uſefulneſs, to His more abundant Glo: 
ry, and to the Honcur of your Chriſtian Profeſſion. . 

| | ' 1M 
(m) Prov. ii. 6. 
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T he E/ablifhed O HR15T14 N breathing after more exterfi ve, 


60 Bountifal Father, and Sovereign Author of all 
„Good, whether Natural or Spiritual! J bleſs 
& Thee for the various Talents, with which Thou haſt 
« enriched ſo undeſerving a Creature, as | mutt ac- 
« knowledge mylelt to be. My Sul is in the deepeſt 
„ Confuſion before Thee, when l conſider te how lit 
« tle Purpoſe I have hitherto im proved them. Alas! 
© What have I done, in proportion to\what thou mig nteſt 
« realonabiy have expected, with the Gifts of Nature 
«© which Tnou haſt bettowed upon me, with my Copa» 
6 cities of Life, with my Time, with my Poſſe ions, 
« with my [afluence over others! Alas ! thre? my own 
« Negligence and Folly, I look back on a barten Wil- 
„% derneis, where I might have ſeen a fruitful Fieid, 


„to be ſtripped of all, to be brought to an immediate 
+ Account tor all, to be condemned as in many Re- 
*: ſpeQs unfaithtul to Thee, and to the World, and to 
« my own Soul; and in Conſequence, of chat Coadem- 
© nation, to be ca/? into the Priſon of Eternal Darkneſs ! 
| © But | hou, Lord, haſt freely forgiven the dreadtul Debt 
© oi 12a Thouſand Talents. Adured be thy Name tur itt 
+ Accept, O Cord, accept that renewed Surrender, 
which I would now make of myielf, and of all L 


% Thine own tht 1 give Thee In). Make me, I veicech 
Thee, a faithful Steward for my great Cord; and 
„ may I think of no ſeparate Intereſt ot my own, in 
* Oppoſition to Thine ! | TEN 
© I adore Thee, O lhon Gop of all Grace, if 
„While 1 am Thus fpeaking o Thee, I feei the Love of 
© 1hy Creatures arihng in my Soul; 11 feel my Heart 
** Opeving to embrace my Brethren of Mankiid / Oh 
* mzke me thy faithful Almoner, in diſttibuting to 
them all that Thou haſi looged in mine Hand for their 
Relief! And in determining what is my own Share, 
may I hold the Balance wich an equal Hand, and 
5 | « judge 
1 Chron, xxix. 13. . 


more extenſs de U/:fuln" N ; 239 


c and a ſpringing Harveſt 1 July do 1 indeed deſerre 


„ have, unto Thy Service! I acknowledge that it is g 
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©. judge impariially between myſelf and them! The 
& Pioprrtion Thou alloweſt, may I thankfully take for 
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my (elf, and thoſe who are immediately mine! The 
reſt may I diltribute with Wiſdom and Fidelity, and 
Chearfulneſs ! Guide mint Hand, O ever merciful Fa 
ther, while Thou doſt me the Honour to make me 


Thins Infirument in dealing out a few of Thy Boun- 


ties; that I may beſtow them where they are molt 
necded, and where they will anſwer the belt End! 
And if it be 3 by gracious Will, do Thou multiply 
he Seed ſoum (o); preſper me in my worldly Affairs, 
that I may have more 70 impart to them that need it; 


e and thus lead me cn to the Regicn of everlaſting 
Plenty, and everlaſting Benevolence! There may! 


C * 


meet wi'h zzazyto whom I have been an af/e&4irnate 
Bengfecter on Earth; and if it be Thy bleſſed Will, 


With Many whom] have alſo been the Means of con- 


duding into the Fath- to hat Llijsful Abele! There 


m) they entertain me in their Habitations of Glory! 


And in lime and Eternity, do Iheu, Lord, accept 


the Praiſe cf all, ro“ Zeus Chrift ; at vols Feet 


would bow; and at whoſe Feet after the moſt uſeful 
Caurſe, I would at laſt die, with as much Humility, 
as if I were then exerting the firſt Act of Faith upen 
Him, ard had never had any Opportunity, by one 
Tribute of Obedience and Gratitude in the Service 
of Lile, to l its Sincerity! 8 


2 Cor. i ix. 20, 
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CHAP, XXIX. 


The CuxisTIAN rejoicing in the Views of 
Death and judgment. 


Death aud Judement are near; but the Chriſtian hat 
Reaſon to welcome both: F. 1. Tet Nature receils 
from the. Sol-mnity of them. Y. 2. An A'tempt to re- 
con.ile the Mind, C1.) Fo the Proſpet of Death. . 3. 


From the Configeration, (1) Of the many Eule that” X 


ſurround us in this Moral Life. F 4. (2.) Of the 

Rema'nder of Sin which wwe feel within us. F. ©, Aud, 
(3.} OY, Happineſs which is immediat ly to ſucceed 
Death. F. 6, 7. All which mic ht make the Chriſtian 

willing to die in the moſt agreenble Cirtum ances of 
Human Life.  $ [III The Chriftian has Reaſon te 
rejoice in the Project of Fudgment, & 9. Sine, hows 
ever auofui it be, Chrift wil: then come to windicate 
His Honour, to dijplay His Glory, -and to triumph over 
His Enemies g. 10. as aljo to compleat the Happineſs f 
every Believer. & 11. and of the auh le Church, d. 12, 
13. The JM-uttation of a Chrijtian, whoſe Heart is 
warm with tiieſe Projpetts. | 


$. 1. þ © "HEN the Viſions of the Lord were cloſing 
upon Fon, the beloved Diſciple, in the 
Iſlind of Patmos, it is obſervable, that He who gave 
him that Revelation, even Jisus the Faithful and True 
Wings, concludes with thoſe lively' and important 


Words: Hes who teftifieth theje Things ſaith, Surely T. 


come quickly ; And John anſwers with the greateſt Readi- 

neſs and Pleaſure, Amen, even ſo rome Lora Fut (a?? 

Come, as thou haft ſaid, /urely, and quickly And 

HR, e temem 
| (>) Rev. anti, 20. 


- 


292 Death will end the Sorrows of Life, Chap 29, 

remember, O Chitin, whoever you are that are. now 
reading theſe W ords, your "Divine Lord ſpeaks in the 
me Language to yeu : Bebilu come qaickly. Yes, very 
quick wil: he come by Death, to turn the Key, to 
open che Door of the Grave for thine Admittance 
t Uther, and to lead thee thro' it into the now un kT OWa 
Regions 6i the.Invitivle World. Nor is it long bef. te 
the Judge who fanierb at the Deor (), will arpecar allo 
70 160 unicverinl neige ment ; And tho? perhaps, nut only 
Scores, Uu Hundreds of. Years may lie between that 
Pericd ano the preſent Mcment, vet it is but a very 
ſnail Point of Lime to Him, who vicws at «.nce all the 
unmealurabi'e Ages of a palt and fu ure Eternity. 4 
T veufaid Years are with Him but as ene Day, and Ore 
Da as a The: fam Years (c). In both theſe denſes then 
does he com qutifly: And | tiult, you can antwer with 
a glad Auen, that the Warning is not terrible, or un- 
pleaſant to your Ears; but rather, that His coming, His 
certain, His pecdy Coming, | is the Object of your dclight- 
ful Hope, and of your longing Expectation. 

$. 2. I am ſure; 1: is resfonable ir Sh, be fo ; And 
yet perhaps Nature, fond of Life, and unwilling to patt 
with a long known Abode, to enter on a State to which 
it is entirely a Stranger, mey recoil from the Thought: 
of Dying; or ſtruck with the awful Pomp of an expir- 
ing and diflolving World, may look on the Judgment- 
Day with ſome Mixture of Terror. And theretore my 
dear Brother in the Lord, (for as ſuch I can now. elteem 
you,) I would reafon with you a little on this Eead, and 
would intreat you to look more atteniively on this ſolemn 
Object, which will, I truſt, grow leſs difagrecable to 
You, as it is more familiarly viewed. Nay, I hope, that 
inſtead of flarting back from it, you will rather en 
forward towards it with Joy and Delight. 

6.3. Tüuixk, O Chrillian, when Chriſt comes to 
call you away by Death, He come. to ſet you at 
Liberty from your preſent Sorrows, — to deliver you 
from your Struggles with remaining Cerruption, — 
and to receive you to dwell with himſelf in compleat 
Holineſs and Joy. You hall be al/ent from the Hoch, 
and be preſent with tbe Lord (d). 9 

4. HE 


(Þ} Jam. v. 9. lo) 2 pet. ii. 8. ; (9) 2 Cor. . 8. 


Chap. 29* h by calling us away from this World: 293 


. He will indeed call jou away from this World: 


But Oh, what is this World, that you ſhould be fond of 
it, and cling to it with ſo much Eagerneſs ? How low 


are all thoſe Enjoymencs that are peculiar to it; and 
how many its vexations, its Snares and its Sorrows ? 


Review your Pilgrimage thus far; and tho? you mat 
acknowledge, that Goodneſs and Mercy have followed you 
all the days of your Life (e), yet has not that very Merey 


://-[f planted ſome Thorns in your Paths, and given you 
ſome wiſe and neceſſary, yet painful Intimations, that 


this is not your Reſt (f) { Review the Monuments of your 
withered Joys, of your blaſted Hopes; if there be yet 


any Monuments of them remaining more than a mourns 
ful Remembrance they have left behind in your afflicted 
Heart. Look upon the Graves, that have ſwallowed 
pp many of your deareſt and molt amiable Friends, 
perkaps in the very Bloom of Life, and in the greateſt 


Intimacy of your Converſe with them; and reflect, that 


if you hold it out a few Years more, Death will renew 


iss Conqueſts at your Expence, and devour the moſt 
precious of thoſe that yet furvive, View the Living, 
as well as the Dead: Behold the State of IIuman Na- 

ture, under the many gievous Marks of its Apoſtacy 


from Gop ; and ſay, whether a wiſe and good Man 
would with to continue always here. Methinks were 


I -y/*If ſecure from being reached by any of the Arrows 


that fly around me, I could not but mourn, to ſee the 


F\ ounds that are given by them, and to hear the Groans 


of thoſe that are continually falling under them. The 


Diſeaſes and Calamities of Mankind are ſo many, and 


(which is moſt grievous of all) the Diftempers of their 


Minde are fo various, and fo threatning, that the World 
appears almoſt like an Hpita/: And a Man, Whoſe 


þ1cart 1s tender, 15 ready to ſeel his Spirits broken, as 

walks thro? it, and ſurveys the ſad Scene; efpeciaily 
hen he fees how little he can do for the Recovery of 
thote whom he pities. Are you a Chriftian, and does 
t not pierce \ your Heart, to ſee how Human Nature is 
unk, in Vice, and in Shame P to ſee with u hat amazing 
blolenice {ome are making themlelves ep: y wie ; an 
LOW the Name of CARISTH is diſhonoured dy too many 
that 


3 — 


13 
(ec) Paal. xxlii6, | (f) Mic, ji, 1. 


« 


294 Will free from Sin, and bring him to Chrif, Ch. 29 
that call themſelves His People? to Tee rhe naleawyl 
Deeds and filthy Practices of them that lige wngod!y, and 
to behold, at the ſame Time, the Infirmities at leaſt, 
and Irregularities of thoſe, concerning whom we have 
better Hepes ? And do you not wiſh to eſcape from 
ſuch a World, where a rightecus and compaſſionate Soul 
muſt be wered from Day to Day by fo many Spectacles 

| of Sin and M ery (g)? . ; | 
1 S. 5. Yra, to come nearer Home, do you not feel 
| _ ſomething within you, which ycu long to quit, and 


q which would imbitter even Paradite itſelf ? Something 
4 which, were it to continue, would prieve and diſtreſs 
= you even in the Society of the Bleſſed? De yu not feel 

8 a Remainder of Iadwelling Sin ; the ſad Conſequence of 
i the Original Revolt of our Natu e from Gop? Are 
J; Vu not ſtruggling every Dey with ſome Reſidue of 
„ Corruption, or at leaſt M:urning on Account of the 
[| Weakneſs of your l-races ? Do you not often find your 


Spirits dull and languid, when you would defire to 
raiſe them to the greateſt Fervour in the Service of Gov? 
„ Do you rut find your Hearts too often inſenſible of the 
FF richeſt Inſtances of his Love, and your Hands feeble in 
| his Service. even when ro evil! is preſent with you (h)? 
| Does no! your Lite in its beit Days and H urs, ap- 
| pear a low unprofitable Thing, when compared with 
3 what ycu are ienfibie it ought to be, and with what you 


5 with that ui were? Are you not trequently, as it were, 
N | firetching the Pinions of the' Mind, and ſaying, Ob that 1 
4 he. Wings like a Dove, that 1 might fly away and be at 
| WW N . 

5. 6. SHOULD you not then rejoice in the Thought, 


that Jr-us comes to deliver you from theſe Com; Its! 
Tha h comes to anſwer your Wiſhes, and to tulfil ihe 
largeſt Deſires of your Hearts, thoſe Defires that he 
himſelt has inſpired ? That he comes to open upon you 
a World of Purity and Joy, of active, exalted, and 
1 | unweariea Services? | 
if $. 7 O Chriſtian, how often have you caſt a long- 
ing Eye towards thoſe happy Shores, and wiſhed te 
i pals the dea, the boiſterous, unpleaſant, dangerous Ses, 


= | that ſeparates you from them? When your Lord NM 
| = 


10% Pale . 


1 8 2 Pet. ii. 8. 5 () Rom, vii. 18, 


Ehap. 29. and the Day of Fudgment be welcome. 295 


condeſcended to make yeu a ſhort Viſit in his Ordi- 
nances on Earth, how have y: u bleſt the Time, and the 


Place, and pronounced it, amidit many other Difad- 
vantages of Situation, to be the very Gate of Heaven (k)'?. 
And is it ſo deli ighiful to behold this Gate, and will it 


not be much more ſo to enter into it? Is it ſo delightful 


to receive the Viſits of Jesus for an Hour, and will it 
not be infinitely more ſo te dwell avith him for ever? 


« Lord,” may you well ſay, when I dwell with 
ar: Holineſs; I ſhall dwell in Love, for Thou Thy- 


Fountain of Joy, as Thou art in the Father, .and the 
* Father in Thx (1).” Bid welcome to his Approach 


thereiore, to take you at your Word, and to fuihl te 


you that Saying ef His, on which your Soul has ſo of- 


ten reſted with Heavenly Peace and Pleaſure ; Father, 
I will that they whom Thou haſt gicen me, be with me 


where J am, that they may behold my Glory which Thou 
haſt given me (m). 

§. 8. Soner you may ſay in this View, The 
© ſooner CHRIST comes, the better.” What tho? the 
R-/:due of your Days be cut off in the Mat What tho? 
you leave many expected Pieaſures in Life untaſt<d, and 


many Schemes unaccomplithed ? Is it not enough, that- 
what is taken from a mortal Life ſhall be added to a 


»/orious Eternity ; and that you ſhall ſpend thoſe Days and 
Years in the Preſence and Service of Cuz15T in Heaven, 
which you might otherwiſe have ſpent with him, and fer 
nim, in the imperfect Enjoyments and Labours on Earth. 

$. 9. Bur your ProfpeQs reach, not only beyond 
Death, but beyond the ſeparate Stare. For with regard 


to his final Appearance to Judgment our Lord iays,' 


Surely I come quickly, in the Senſe illuſtrated before: 
And ſo it will appear to us, if we compare this late: v-] 
0 Time with the bliſsful Eternity which is to ſucceed 
it; and probably, if we compare it with thoſe Ages 
oy which have already paſſed, ſince the Sun began to mea- 


ſnare out to Earth its Days and its Years. And will 


you not here allo ing your Part in the joyful Anthem, 


Amen ; even ſo come, Lord Fejus d 


. F. 10. Ir 


Sen. XxViii. 17 (1) John xvii, 21. (n Johu xvu. 24. 
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Thee, I ſhall dwell in Holineſs, for Thou Thyſelf 


ſelf art Love; I ſhall dwell in Joy, for Thou art the 
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296 That Day will he Chriſ's, . Triumph, Chap. 24, 
- $. 10. [T1s true, Chriſtian, it is an awwfal Day; a 
Day, in which Nature ſhall be thrown into a Contution 
as yet unknown. No Earthquake, no Eruption of bury. 
ing Mountains, no Deſolatien of Cities by devouring 
Flames, or of Countries by overflowing Rivers or Seas, 


. can give any juſt Emblem of that dread ful Day; whey 
5 the Heavens being on Fire ſhall be difſelutd,. as well a 
b the Earth, aud all that is therein ſhall he burnt up (n); 
4 when all Nature ſhall flee awvay in Amazement before the 
x IN Face of the univer/al Fudge (o), and there ſhall be a great 
F Cry, far beyond what was known in the Land of Eg qi 
1 when there was not a Honſe in which there was not cu 
' dead (p). Your Fieſh may be ready to tremble at the 


= View; yet ycur Spirit muſt ſurely ice in GOD jay 
. Seer (g). You may juſtly ſay, „Let this 1i1u{trious 
© Day come, even with all its Horrors!“ Yea, like the 
Chriſtians deſcribed by the Apoſtle (r), you may be 1a. 
ing for, and haſtentiis to that Day of terrible Brightvels 
and univerſal Doom. For your Lord will then core, t0 
indicate the Juſtice gf thoſe Proceedings which have been 
in many Inftances ſo much obſcured, and becauſe they 
have been obſcured have been alſo blaſphemed. He 
will come, to difolay his Man viſi ſcence, deſcending from 
Heaven with 4 ſhout, with "the Vo oice of the Arcoanget, 
and auiib the Trump of GOD (s); taking his Seat upon 
a Throne infinitely exceeding that of eaithſy, or even d 
Celeſtial Princes, clothed with his Father's Glory, aul 
his ewn (t) ; ſurrounded with a numberleſs Hoi d 
ſpinning Attendants, when coming to be glorified in his Saint 
anc admired in all them that Telione (u). His Enemies 
ſhall a ſo be produced to grace his Triumph ; The Ser 
pent ſhall be ſeen there rolling in the Dult, and trodeet 
under Foot by him and by all his Servants : Thote, wid 
| once condemned him, ſhall tremble at his Preſence; 
1 5nd thoſe who bowed the Knee before him in profane 
x4 Mockery, ſhall in wild Deſpair call to the Mountains il 
Fall upon them, and to the Kocks to hide tum from he Fad 
of that Lamb of COD (x), whom * once led awaf 
W-- to the moſt inhuman Slaughter. 5 0 
# HP ? 11. 
| n) 2 Pet, 111, 10. 12, (o) Rev. xx. 112 (p) ey xi. 3 


(q) Luke i. 47- (r) 2 Pet. ii. 2. (91 Tbeſf. iv. 
{t) Luke 1X. 26. (u) 2 Thell, 1,20, ) Rey. vi, 0 


* 


Chap. 29. and bring Happineſs to every Believer : 297 
. 11. O Chriſtian, does not your loyal Heart bound. 
at the Thought? and are you not ready, even while. 
you read theſe Lines, to begin the victorious Shout in 
which you are then to join? He juſtly expects that your 
| Thoughts ſhould be greatly elevated and impreſſed with 
the Views of his Triumph ; but at the ſame Time he 
permits you to remember your daun perſonal Share in the 
Foy and Glory of that bleed Day: And even now he 
has the View before Him, of what his Power and Love 
ſhall then accompliſh for your Salvation. And what 
ſhall it not accompliſh? He ſhal! come, to break the 
Bars of the Grave, and to re-animate your flezping Clay. 
Your Bodies mult indeed be laid in the Duſt, and be 
lodged there as a Tettimony of God's Diſpleaſure agaiaſt 
din; ag inſt the firſt Sin that ever was committed, from 
the lad Conſequences of which the dearelt of his Chil- 
dren canaot be exempted. But you ſhail then have an 
Rar to hear the Voice of © the Son of GOD, and an Eye to 
behold the Luſtre of his Appearance ; and ſhall Þize 


is as a Bridrgi0om coming out of his Chamber (2). Your 
Sou! ſhall be new dreſſed, to grace this high dolemnity; 
and be clothed not with the Rags of Mortality, but with. 
the Robes of Glory ; for he 2 change this vile Body, 


you are thus royally arrayed, he ſhall confer publick 
Honours on you, and on all his People before the aſ- 
ſembled World. You may noiy perhaps be loaded with 


Crimes, or with Views which your very Soul abhors: 
Bur he will then bring forth your Righteouſneſs as the 
Licht (b), and your Sal vation as 4 Lamp that burneth (e). 

Tao you have been di/honoured by Men, you ſhall be ac- 
Klee by GOD 3 and tho? treated as the Filth of 


n ail the Wicked of the Earih like Dreſs (f), you mall 
De /ronounced Righteous in that fall Aſlembly; and tho' 


| Oo 3 indeed 
90 y) 85 t. Xii. 14 (2) Pſal. Xxix. 6. (a) Phil. iii. 21. 
7 b) Plat, xxx vii. 6, (c) Iſai. Ixn. 1. (4, 1 Cor. iv. 13 


5) M, ili. 17. (t) Ptal. cxkix. 1119. 


Lot lite ils Sun (y) ariſing 1 in the clear Haven, which _ 


to faſhion it like his own glorious Body (a). And Wen 


Infamy, called by reproachful Names, and charged with 


ve War Ia, 45 the Of ſevuring of all Things (ld), He will 
Ihew you that he regards you, as bis Treaſure, in the Day 


hat he makes up his Jewels (e). When he ſhall pur 
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293 Shall ſit on the Tudgment-Seat with Chrift, Ch. 29. Ch 
indeed you have broken the Divine Law, and might B. 
in ſtrict juſtice have been condemned, yet being clothed co 
with the Righteouſneſs of the rreat Rede mer, even (q 
that Righteouſneſs which is of GOD , Faith (g), Juſtice nal 
itſelf ſhai] acquit you, and join with Mercy in bejioxvin hin 
upon you a Crown of Life (h). CurisT will confe/T you 2 
before Men and Angels, (1), will pronounce you good and anc 
farthful Servants, and call yru to enter into the Joy 0 und 
your Lord (Kk He will ſpeak of you with Endearment Re 
as his Bretbren, and will acknowledge the Kinduefp1 So 
which have been S:wn to you, as if he had received then Is t 
in his own Pe/on (). Yea, then ſhall you, O Chriſtian, Per 
who may perhaps have ſat in ſome of the loweſt Places d 
in cur. £fſemblies, tho? (it may be) none of the Rich ſing 
and Great ot the Earth would condeſcend to look uon for 
or to ſpeak to you, be called te be Af/efſors with Chrif Cor; 
on his Judgment-Seat, and to join with Him in the he! 
Sentence he ſhall paſs on wicked Men and rebellious Wt /o c 
Angels. | 1 „ | 
| $. 12. Nor is it merely one Day of Glory and of De 
Triumph. But when the Jadpe ariſes and aſcends to 
His Father's Court, all the Pla (hall aſcend with Him, 
and you among the reſt: Jou ſſall aſcend together with ie 
our Saviour, % His Father, and your Father, to His 
COD and your GOD (m). You ſhail go, to make your Wi ©* ( 
Appearance in the New Ter:/al:m, in thoſe new ſhining WW © r 
Forms that you have received, which will no doubt be BW © © 
attended with a correſpordeut Improvement of Mind; Wi © | 
and take up your perpetual Abode in that Tune, of 70, K r 
with which you ſhall be filled and ſatisfied in the Presence e 
of GOD In), upon the Conſummation of that Happi- 9984 
neſs, which the Saints in the intermediate State have 0 
been wiſhing and waiting for, You ſhall go from the «1 
Ruins of a diſſolving World, to e new Heavens and f« 
new Faris qwherein Righteouſneſs for ever dwells Lc) 17 4 
There all ite Number of GOD's Ele# (hall be accon "1 
$/i/bid, and the Happineſs of each thall be compleated, 9 
Tue whole Society ſhall be prtſeuted befre GOD, as ti 1 
Bride, the Lamb's Wije p), wnom tae Eye ot ws Gi 3 
D 6 | * Ko Heidi. Fe 
(8) Phil. iii. g. th) 2 Tim. iv. 8. (i) Luke xü. l 
(k) Matt. xxv. 11. (i) att. XXV. 40. (n) John xx. % (q) 
(u) Fial, xvi, 11. (o) 2 Pet. iii. 13. (p) Rev. XX.. (t) 


B \d:;room ſhall ſurvey with unutterable Delight and 
confels to be without Spot or Wrinkle, or an Ly ſuch ＋ hing 
(q) ; us Character and State being jaſt what He origi. 
nally deſigned it to be, when He firſt engaged to 8 
himſelf for it to redeem it to GOD by his Blood (r). 
foail you ever be with each other, and with the Lord So ö 
| and immortal Ages ſhall roll away, and find you ſtill 
unchanged; your Happineſs always the ſame, and your 
Reliſn for it the ſame ; or rather ever growing, as your 
Souls are approaching nearer and nearer to Him, who 
is the Source of Happineſs, and the Centre of inflaite 
Periection. 
$ 13 AND now, look round about upon Earth, and 
W fiogle hut, if you can, the Enjoyments or the Hopes, 
| for the Sake of which you "would ſay, Lord, delay thy 
Coming; or for the Sake of which you any more ihould 
hehate to expreſs your Logging for it, and to . Even 
Jo come, Lord Jeſus, come ant 


The M:niraTion and Prayer of a CARNISTIAN 
ae Heart is warmed with theſe Proſpects. 


e Bressso Lonn ! My Soul is enkindled in 


© theſe Views, and es to Thee in the Flame 


zjus (u). Come, for I leng to have done with this 
© low Life; to nave done with its Burthens, its Sor- 
“e rows, and its Snares! Come, for J long to aſcend into 
Thy Preſence, and to (ce the Court 'Taou art holding 
© anove |! 
„ Blefſed ]Jeswvs, Death is TAG RET when I view 
it in this Light: The King of Terrors is feen no more 
as ſuch, lo near the King of Glory, and of Grace. I 
hear with Pleaſure the Sound of Thy Feet, approaching 
dull nearer and neerer : Draw. alide tne Veil, when- 


my eager doul may ſpring forth to Thee, and caſt it- 
lelt at Thy Feet; at the Feet of that Jesus, hem 


(t) judg, xlii. 30. 1 Rev, xxii. 20. 


Chap. 29. and e ver be with each others 299 


4e (t). Thou haſt zefifed Thou comeſt quickly : And I 
«© repeat my joyful Aſſent, Amen, even ſo come Lord 


ever Thou pleaſeſt! Open the Bars of my Priſon, that 


paving not ſeen, I love; and iu 8 th now I ee 


4 « Tace 
(9) Eph. V. 27, (r) les. v. g. (s) 1 Thell, iv. 17. 
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; =, | The Meditation of a Chriſtian, Chap. 2g, 
* Thee nol. yet believing, I rejoice with Joy unſpeakable, 
* and full of Glory (y) Theu, Lord, fhalt fhew me ihe 
== % Fat of Life: Thine Hand ſhall guide me to Thy 
WW „ þlifsful bode, where there is fulncſs of Fey, and 
1 ä * Rivers M everlafling Pleaſure (z). I hou ſhalt aſſign 
% me an Habitation with Thy faithful Servants, whoſe 
„ ( ſeparate Spirits are now living with Thee, while thei 
= Bodies /itep in the Dußß. Many of them have been 

| © my Companions in Thy Laboricus Work, and in the 
Patience and 11ihulation ef Thy Kingdom (a); my dear 
Companions and my Brethren, Oh ſhew me, Bleſſed 
Saviour, how glorious and how happy Thou hail 
made them | Shew me, to what new Forms of better 
Life Thou haſt conducted „hem, whom we call the 
* | Dal! in what nobler and mere extenſive Services 
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1 © Thou haſt employed them ! that I may praiſe Thee 
3 better than I now can, for Thy Goodneſs to them 
F + And Oh give me to ſhare with them in their Bleſlings 
1 & and their Services, and to raiſe a Song of grateful 


& Love, like that which they are breathing forth before 
Thee! oh | 


e Yet, O my blefled Redeemer, even thera will my 


e Soul be aſpiring to a yet nobler and more g/oriout 
| & Hope : and from this as yet unknown Splendor and 
67 


Felicity, thall I be drawing new Arguments to 0. 
a ud long for the Day of Thy final Appearance, There 
ö ſhall JI long more ardently than 1 now do, to ſee Th 
“ Conduct vindicated, and Thy Triumph diſplayed ; 
| % to ſee ihe Duſt of Thy Servants re-animated, and 
1 « Death the laſt af their Enemies and of I hine, /wat- 
1 & loaued up.in Victory (b). I ſhall long for that ſuperior 
1 Honour. that Thou intendeſt me, and that compleat 
| „ Bijfs to which the whole Boiy of Thy People ball 
| be conducted. Come, Lord Jeſs, come quickly, wil 
mingle iiſelt with the Songs ol Faradiſt, and ſound 
from the Tongues of all the Millions of Thy Saints, 
v hoin Thy Grace has tranſplanted thither, 
& In the mean Lime, O my Divine Maſter, accept 
the Homage which a gratetul Heart now pays 1 nee, 
„ in a Senſe of the glirious Hope wich which thou hait 
Ca, „ inſpired 
{v)- 1: Pet. i. 8 (2) Pal, xvi. 11. (a) Rev.1 $ 
(Lb) 1 Cor, xv. 26, 54 2 
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„ inſpired it! It is Thou that hafl put this ſoy into it, 
« and haſt raiſed my Soul to this glorious Ambition; 
« whereas | might otherwiſe have now been grovelling 
eig the loweſt trifles of Time and Senſe, and been 
« lonking with Horror on that Hour, which is now the 
. Object of my moſt ardent Withes, . 3 
Oh e with me always even to the End of this mor- 
« tal Life! and give me, while waiting for Thy Salwa- 
ion, to be doing Thy Commandments! May my Loins 
6 be girded about, and my Lamp burnius (c); and mine 
« Fars be Rill watchful for the bleſſed s Signal of Thine 
* Arrival: That my glowing Soul may with Pleaſure 
a E to meet Thee, and be . by Death 
* to bear thoſe Vitons of Glory, under the Extaſies of 
which feeble Mortality would now expire!“ 


(c) Luke x ii. 35. 


5 Hs. 


Li 
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= CHAP. NAX,-- 
"kl 


The San 883 Gop by his 
n Behaviour. 


Reßections on the n ity with which the preceding Al. 
vices have been given, F. 1. The Author is defirour, 
that (if Providence permit) he may afſi the Chriſtian 
to die Honour ably and comfortably, & 2, 3. With this Pe. 
Fiew it is adviſed, (I.) To rid the Mind of all Earth i he: 
Cares, F. 4. (2.) To renew the Humiliation of th: anc 
Seul before GOD, and its Application to the Blood f #0: 
Chrift, F. 5. (3. ) To exerciſe Patience under bodih W 
Pains and Sorrows. $.6. (4.) At leaving the World, Wi © 
to bear an honourable Teflimony to Religion. F. 1, ” = 
(5% Togive a ſolemn Charge to ſurviving Friends, 5. 8. tha 

; eſpecially recommending Faith in Chriſt. + 9. (6.) ) 718 yo. 
keep the Promiſes of GOD in Fiew, F. 10, 11, Al ſur 
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(7-) To commit the departing Spirit to GOD in tht hon 
genuine Exerciſes of Gratitude and Repentance, Faith a Par 
Charity; F. 12. which are exempli 2 in the concludin ma 
Meditation and Prayer. ay 

| act. 

§ 1. * US my dear Reader, I have endeavoured pe 
4A to lead you thro a Variety of Circumſtances; 10 0 

and thoſe not fancied or imaginary, but ſuch as do in- y+-. 
deed occur in the Human ard Chriſtian Lite, And Jeu —ſe«. 
truly and cheartully ſay, that I have marked out te you pol 
the Path which 1 myſelf have trod, and in which it der 
my Deſire ſtill to go on. I have ventured my own Ever irt 
laſting Intereits on chat Foundation, on which I hav] fo. 
directe d you to adventure yours. What I have recon <<: 
mended as the grand Buſineſs of your Life, 1 deſire WR ) ©: 
Make the Juunels of my own ; And the molt con ſiderabi | 
| Enjoje hay 


94 
. * - . - 


Chap. 30. Adviſedto die bonurably and comfortably. 303 


Eyjoyments, which I expect or deſire in the remaining 
Deys of my Pilgrimage on Earth, are ſuch as I have di- 
rected you to ſeek, and endeavoured to aſſiſt you in at- 
tuning, Such Love to Gop, ſuch conſtant Activity in his 


S-rvice, ſuch pleaſurable Views of what lies beyond the 
Grave, appear to me, (Go is my Wieneſs,) a Felicity 
incomparably beyond any Thing elſe which can offer 1t- 


ſelf to our Affection and Purſuit: And I would not for 
Ten Thoufaad Worlds, reſign my Share in them, or 
confent even to the Suſpenſion of the Delights which 
they aftord, during the remainder of my Abode here. 

& 2. I would humbly hope, thro? the Divine Bieſſ- 


ing, that the Hours you have ſpent in the Review of theſe 


plain Things, may have turned to ſome profitable Ace 
cunt; and that in Conſequence of what you have read, 
you have either been brought into the Way of Life and 
Peace, or been induced to quicken your Pace in it. Molt 
heartily ſhould I rejoice in being further uſeful to you, 
and that even to the laſt. Now there is one Scene re- 
maining ; a Scene, thro' which you mult infallibly pals ; 
which has ſomething in it ſo awful, that I cannot but 
attempt doing a little to aſſiſt you in it; { mean the dark 


Valley of the Shadowy of Death. I could earneſtly wiſh, 
that for the Credit of your Profeſſion, the Comfort of 


your own Soul, and the Joy and Edificaticn of your 


ſurviving Friends, you might die, not only ſafely, but. 


honourably too: And therefore I would offer you a few 


| parting Advices. I am ſenſible indeed, that Providence 


may determine the Circumſtances of your Death in ſuch 


a Manner, as that you may have no Opportunity of 


aciing upon the Hints I now give you, Some, unex- 
pecttd Accident from without or from within, may as 


1 wire whirl you to Heaven before zou are aware; and 


youu may hind yourſeit ſo ſuddenly there, that it may 
feem a Tranſlation, rather than a Death. Or it is 
pomplethe Force of a Diitemper may affect your Un: 
deritanding in luch a Manner, that you may be quite 


F ir fenitole of the Circum + inces in which you are; and 


fo your Difſo.ution (tao? others may lee it viſibly and 
certainly approaching,) may be as great a Surprize to 
you, as if you had died in full Health. 


F- 3. Bur as it is on the whole probable, you may 


have a more ſenſible Paſſage our of Lime into Eternity; 
| O „ and 
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N 76; | 5 85 get rial of Earthly Cares, Chap. 40, 


Popes ooo 
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before Gop for the Imperſections of your Liſe, tho! it 


— 


C 
und as much may, in various Reſpects, depend on your he 
dying Bevaviour, give me Leave to propoſe. ſome plain Ve 
Directioas with Rela ion to it, to be praQtiſed, if Goy th 
give you Opportunity, and remind you of them. It th 
may not be improper to lock over the xxixth Chapter ſe 
again, when you find the Symptoms, of any chreatning W 
Diſorder: And I the rather bope, that what I ſay may 0! 
be uſeſul to you, as methinks I find myſelf difpoſed to Ni 
addrels you with ſomething of that peculiar Tender- G 
ne's which we feel for a dying Friend; to whom, as we 7 
expect that we Mall ſpeak to him no more, we ſend out fl 
as it were all our Hearts in every Word. th 
4. I wcuLp adviſe then, in the fiifl Place, “ that et 

&* as ſoon as poſible, you would endeavour to get rid of 
% al fariber Care with Regard to your Temporal Con- yo 
«« cer;, by ſettling them in Time in as Reaſonable and G 
Chriſtian a Manner as you can.” I could with, there m 
may be nothing of that kind to hurry your Mind when be 
you are leaſt able to bear it, or to diſtreſs or divide thoſe a; 
who come after you, Do that which in the Preſence al 
of GoD you ju ige mot equitable, and which you verily be- d. 
lie ve will be moſt pleaſing to Him. Do it in as prudent 5 
and effectual a Manner as you can; aud then conſider the D 
World as a Place you have quite done with, and its Affairs 5 
as nothing further to you, more than to one aQually Ks 
dead; unleſs as you may do any good to its Inhabitants, 5 
While yet you continue among them, and may, by any 5 
Circumſtance in your laſt adions or Words in Life, leave Wi © 
4 Bleſſing behind you to thoſe who have been your Friends 0 
and Fellow- Travellers, while you have been diſpatching 15 
that Journey taro* it, which you are row finiſhing. 1 
g. 5. Tuer you may be the more at Leifure, and tc 
the beiter prepared for this, “ enter into ſome ſerious I 
% Review of your own State, and endeavour to put your J 
* Soul into as fit a Poſture as poſſible, for your ſolemn iſ | 
70 Appearance before Gop.“ For a ſolemn Thing in- I 
deed it is, to go into His immediate Preſence; to ſtand I. 
before Him, not as a Supplicant at the Throne of His n 
Grace, but at His Bar as a Separate Spirit, whoſe Time y 
of Probation is over, and whoſe Eternal State is to be v 
immediately determined. Renew your Humiliation 0 


ha 


Chap. 30. look to Chrilt, and exerciſe Patience, 305 
has in the Main been devoted to his Service. Renew 
your Application to the Mercies of Gop as promiſed in 
the Covenant of Grace, and to the Blood of CH 181 as 
the bleiſed Channel in which they ff,  Rekien your- 
ſelf entirely to the Divine Diſpotal and Condudt, as 
willing to ſerve Goo, either in this World or the 


other, as Hz ſha'l ſee fi. And ſenfible of your Sinful- 


neſs on the one Hand, and of the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs on the other, ſummon up all the Fortitude of 
your Soul to bear as well as you can whatever his af- 


flicting Hand may further lay upon you, and to recieve | 
the laſt Stroke of it, as one who would maintain the moiſt 


entire Sabj-Qtion to the great and good 'Farver of Spirits, 

9. 6. WraTEver you ſulfer, endeavour to ſhew 
ee yourſelf an Brampvle of Patience.” Let that amiable 
Grace have its perfe 4 Wark (a); and fince it has fo little 
more to do, let it cloſe the Scese nobly. Let there not 
be a wurmuring Word; and that there may not, waich 
againſt every repining Thought: And when you feel 
any Tbing of that Kind ariüng, look by Faith upon a 
dying Saviour, and aſk your own Heart, ** Was not 
his Croſs much more painful, than the Bed on which 
. lie ? Was not his Situation among Blood-thirity 
Ct 
the Tenderneſs and Care of ſo many affectionate 
Friends? Did not.the heavy Load of my Sins preſs 
Um in a much more overwhelming Manner, than 


yet he bore all as a Lamb that is brought to the 
© Slang hier (h)!“ Let the Remembrance of His Suffer- 
ings bz a Means to ſweeten yours; yea, let it cauſe you 


to 12j9ice, When you are called to bear the Croſs for a 
Iittic while, before you wear the Crown. Count it all 
J';, that you have an Opportuaity yet once more of 


honguring Gos by your Patience, which is now acting 
iis laſt Part, and will in a few Days, perhaps in a few 
Hours, be ſup erſeded by compleat everlatting Bleſſed- 


nels. And [ am willing to hope, that in theſe Views 


you will not only ſapprefs all paſſionate Complaints, 
but that your Mouth will be filled with the Praiſes of 


Gov and that 1 will be ſpeaking. to thoſe that are 


about 
(a) Jam. 1. 4. | tb) Iſa, li, 7. 


Enemies infinitely more terrible, than mide amidit 


I am preſſed by the Load of theſe Aillitions; aud 
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306 Pear an honourable Teflim:ny to Religion; Chap: 33, 
about yu, not only of His Juſtice, but of His Good. 
neſo too. So that you will be enabled to communicate 
your inward J»y in ſuch a Manner as may be a lively 
and ecifying Comment upon thaſe Words of the Apoltle, 
Tribulation worketh Patience ; and Patience, Experience ;, 
and Expericn'e, Hoje ; even @ Hope which maketh not 
afhamed, while ihe Love of GOD ts fhed abroad in cur 
Heart,, by 7 Hy Gift which is given unto us (Cc). | 
§. 7. AND now, my dear Friend, “now is the Time, 
«& when It is c{pecially expeded from you, that you 
© bear an Honourub. leftimony to Religion. Tell inoſe 
that are about you, as well as you can, (for you wall 
never be able fully to expreſs it,) what Comfort aud 
Support you have found in it, Teil them how it has 
brig::.ened the darkeſt Circumitances of your Life: Tell 
them, how it now reconciies you to the near Views of 
Deach. Your Words will carry with them a peculiar 
Weight at tuch a Seaſon ; There will be a kind of Elo- 
quence, even in the Infirmities with which you are 
itruggling, while you give them utterance ; and you 
will be heard with A:tention, with Tenderneſs, with 
Credit. And therefore, when he ime of your Depars 
ture is at Haud, with unaffected Freedom oreathe out 
your Joy, if you then feel (as I hope you will,) an holy 
Joy and Delight in Gov. Breathe out however your 
in ward Peace and Serenity of Mind, if you be then 
peaceful and ſerene : Others will mark it, and be en» 
couraged to tread the Steps which lead to fo happy an 
End Tell them what you feel of the Vanity ot ihe 
World; and they may learn to regard ic lets, Lell 
them what youu feel of the ſubitantiai Supports of the 
Gofpel ; and they may learn to value it more: For they 
cannot but know, that they mult lie down on a dying 
B d too, and -mult then nced all the Relief which ine 
Goipel itſelt can give them. „ 
de. 448D te iniorce the Conviction the more, give 
% A ſolemn Charge to thote that are avout you, chat tune) 
% Jpend their Lives in the dJervice of GOD, aid govern 
* themſetves by the Frinciples of 1eal Religion. Von 
may remember, that Zojtiuu, and David, and other god 
Men did ſo; when they perceived that ze Days are 
h  neap 


. 
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(c) Rom. v. 3, 4 FF 


Chap. 30. and recommend Faith in Chrift to others. 307 
near in which th:y hon die. And you know not, how 
the Admoniticnsof a Wies, Friend, or (as it may be 
with reſpect to ſome, ) of a dying Par: nt, may impreſs 
thole who may have difregarded what you and others 
may have ſaid to them before. At leaſt. make the 
Trial, and die, labouring to glorify Gov, to ſave Souls, 


and generouſly to ſow the S eis of Goodneſs and Hap- 
pinefs in a World, where you have x» more Harvelt to 


reap. Perhaps they may ſpring up in a plentifal-Crop, 
when the Clods of the Valley are covering your Body: 

But if not, Gon will approve it; and the Angels, that 
wait around your Bed to jeceive your departing Soul, 


will look upon each other with Marks of Approbation 
in cheir Countenance, and own, that this is to expire 
Ie a Chriſtian, and to make a glorious Improvement 


of Mortality. 
9. Ax d ia this 1 Abe 10 your Fellow Mortale, 


whoever they are that Providence brings near yoa;. 


„ beſure that you teil them how entirely and how 
e chearfully your Hopes and Dependance in this Seaſon of 
& the laſt Extremity are fixed, not upon your own Me- 
« rits and Obedience, but or what the great Redeemer 
« has lone and ha+ /uffered for Sinners.“ Let them tee, 
that you die as-it were at the Foot of the Croſs : Nothing 


will be ſo comfortable to yourſelves, nothing fo edify- 


ing te them, Let the Name of Jes us, therefore be in 
your Mouth, while you are able to ſpeak, and when you 


cin (peak no longer, let it be in your Heart, and en- 


deavour that the laſt Act of your Soul, while it con- 
tinues in che Body, may be an Act of humble Faith in 
CHRIST. 
which is within the Veil, as with the Blood of Sprinkling 
freſh upon you. It is an awful Thing for ſuch a Sinner, 


(as you, my Chriuian Friend, with all the Virtues the 


World may have admired, kaow yourtclf ro be,) to 
Rand before that infinitely pure and holy Being, wha 
has ſeen ail your Ways, and all your Heart, and has a 
pertect Knowledge of every Mix ure of Impertection 
Walen bas attendedthe beſt »t your Duties Bur ven.ure 
in tna Way, and you wil ind it Hoth late and plealant. 
'F 10, Ove more, to give you Com/ort in a dying 
Hour, and to Jupport your jeeole Steps while you are 
N " travelling. 
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for I Lou art ævith me. Thy Rod and Tby Staff 
me (1). 


308. A Collection of fritable Promiſes; Chap. 30; 


% travelling through this dark and painful Way, zake 


* the Word of GOD, at a Staff in your Hand. Let 
Books, and mortal Friends, now do their lat Office for 
Cailif you can, /me experienced Chriſtian, who 
has felt the Pawver of ihe Word of GOD upon his own 
Heart; and let him bring /e Scripture, and turn you to 
fome of thoſe precious Promifer; which have been the 
Foo] and rejoicing of his own Soul, It is Wich this 
View that I may carry the good Otfce | am now en- 
gaged in as far as poſiible, I ſhall here give you a Col- 


lection of a few ſuch admirable Scriptures, each of them 
infinitely more Valuable than Thufands of Gold and Silver 


(3). And to conyince you of the Degree in which! 
"ei.cem them, i will take the Freedom to add, that I de- 


fice they may (f Gop give an Opportunity,) be read 
ever 7% Me, as J lie on my aying Bed, with ſhort Intervals 


between them, that I may pauſe upon eaco, and renew 
ſomething of tha? delightful Reliſh, which, I bleſs Gop, 


I have often found in them. May your Soul and mine 


be then compoied to a ſacred Silence, (whatever be the 
Commotion of Animal Nature,) while the Voice of 
Gob fpeaks to us, in Language which He ſpake to 
His Servancs of old, or in which He inſtructed them 
how they ſhould ſpeak to Him in Circumltances of tne 
greateit Extremiiy L. 


F. 11. CaNx any more Encouragement be wanting, 


when He fays, Fear not, for I am with Thee ; be not d iſ. 


mayc for I am thy GOD; I will firengthen thee, yea 
1 will help thee, yea I will ele thee, æviih the Righi- 
Hand of my Rightieoujneſs (e). And He is not a Man that 
He ſhould lie, or the Son of Man, that He fhould repent * 
Haih he faid, and ſhall He 2 do it? Or hath he ſpoken, 
and ſpalſ he not m3ke it good (f.) ?—The Lord is my Light, 
and my Salvation, aubom ſhall I fear ? The Lord is ibi 


85 engin of my Life, of whom Shall I be afraid (g) 155 


GOD ts ow GOD jor ever and ever ; HH? will be our 
Guide even unt Death (h). Therefore, ths? I walk thro 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; 


they comfort 
1 have waited for Thy Salvation, O Lord 5 
Ob 


| (4; Pfal, cxix. 72. 
(g) Plal. xxvil. :. 
(K) Gen, xlix; 28, 


(e) Ifai. xli. 10. 


1 Numb. XXill. 19. 
(h) Pfal, xIvlits 14. 


(1) Plal. xxiii. 4 


Thee is the Fountain of Life ; in thy Light ſhall we fee 
Light (I). 
Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, at Thy Rinhit-Hand there are 
Pl:afures for evermore (m). As for me I hall behold Thy 
ace in Riohtconſneſs : I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake, 

with thy Likenofs (n). For I know in whom T1 have be- 
level, and am perſunded that He is able to keep what [ 
e committed to Him until that Dry (o). Therefore my 
Heart is glad, and my Glory rejoiceth ; my Fl alfo full 
voſt in Hope (p). For if we believe that Jeſus died, and 
roſe again 3; thoſe alſo that fleep in Feſus will God bring 
with him (g). — 
(ſaid Jusus, the good Shepherd, ) and thy Shall never 


raiſe im wp at the laſt Day (s). Let not your Heart be 
troubled ; ye believe in GOD, believe alſo in me. 


0 have told you: I go to prepare a Place for you: And 
receue you to myſelf ; that where 1 am, there may ye be alſe 
Father, and to my GOD and-your GOD (u). Father, 1 will 
Ha- they may behald my Glory which Thou haſt given me 3 
aith, Surely I come quickly, Amen: Even ſo come, Lord Feſus 
(y) O Death where is thy Sting? O Grave where is thy 


t bro” our Lord Fejits Chri/i (2). | | 
+.12. Thus may that Gopd who 4nows the Sauls 


of his Children in all their Adwverfities (a), and in who/e 
Set the Death of hit Saints is precious (b), chear and 


fup- 

(n) Pſal. xvii. 15. 

= (q) 1 Tſſeſl. iv. 14+ 
(t) John xiv. 1, 2, 3+ 
(y) Rev. xXil. 20. 


O Plal xxxvi.g, 10. (m) Plal xvi. 11. 
(0) 2 Tim. i. 12. ( Plal. x vi. g. 
(1) Jos x. 28. (+) John vi. 49. 
(% Icha c. 179, (x) John xvii 24, 26. 
Rer. 55, 57. ; 
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Chap. 30. A Collection of ſuitable Promiſes. e 
O01 continue Thy Looing Kindnefs unto them that know Thee, 
aud Thy Righteouſneſs to the upright in Heart] For with 


Thou wilt neu me the Path of Life in thy 


1 give unto my Sheep Eternal Life, 
peri th, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand (r). 
Tus is the Will of Him that ſent me, that every one that 

belicoet!, o me ſhould have everlaſting Life: and I wilt 


In my 
Father's Houſe are many Manfons ; if it were not fo, J 


Igo and prepare a Place for you, I will come again, and 
(t). Go, tell my Brethren, I aſcend unto my Father and your 8 
that thoſe whom thou haſt given me be with me where [ am, 
that the Lowe wherewith Thou haſt loved me, may be in 


them, and I in them (x) —He that teftifieth theſe Things, 


Vifory? Thanks be to GOD, who giveth us the Þ ifory 


(a) Pal, Xxxi. 2. (b) Plal, cxvi. 1g, 
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310 A: Meditation and Praver, Chap, 20, 


ſupport you and me in thoſe laſt Extremities of Nature | 


Ma; he add us to the happy Number of thuſe Wus have 


been u n Conquerors in Death And may He give 
us ihoſe Supplies of His Spirit, which may enable us to 


Pour out «© ur departing Souls in ſuch Sentiments, as 
_ tnvie I would now ſuggeſt ; tho? we ſhould be no longer 


avle to utter Words, or to underſtand them if they were 


to be read to us ! 


Let us at leaft review them with all 


proper Affections now, and lay up one Prayer more for 
that awful Moment! Oh that this, and all we have 


ever ffert d wi h Regard to it 
brance bejore GOD (C)! 


4 MEDITATION an 


dying Chrijiian. 


„ may then come in Remens 
4 PraYtR, ſuited to the Caſe of # 


4s Thou ſupreme Ruler of the Viſible and Invi. 


& ſible Worlds! Thou Sovereign ot Life and of 
c Death; of Earth and of Heaven! Bleſſed be Thy 
4 Name, Thave often been taught to ſeek Thee” And 
% now once more do I pour out my Soul. my departing 


„ Soul unio Thee. 


Bow down Thy gracious Ear 0 
* GOD. and let my Cry come before I hee with Acceptance! 


be Hour is come, when thou wilt ſeparate me from 
& this World, with which I have been ſo long and 
„ ſo tamiliarly acquainted, and lead me to another, ai 
Enable me I beſeech Thee, to make 


% yet unkoown. 
s 

s 
T 


2 - 


«6 


the Exchange, as become a Child of Abraham, who 
being callea of Thee to receive an Inheritance, obeyed and 
went out, thu? he knew not particularly whither 
% avent (d); as becomes a Child of GOD, who knows, 
that thru? Sovereign Grace, it is his Fathers good 
„ Pleaſure to give bim the Kingdom (e)! 


„acknowledge, O Lord, the Juſtice of that Sentence 


6 
Cs 


& ale which is now before me. 


by which I am expiting ; and own Thy Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, in appointing my Journey thro? %ig gloomy 


Help me to turn it 


into the happy Occaſion of honouring Thee, and 


„ adorning my Profeſſion ! and I will bleſs the Pang) 
&© by which Thou art glorified, and this mortal and 


«© Un ful Part of my Nature is diſſolved. 


(c) Acts x. F. 31. 


(d) Heb. Rl. 8. 


& Gti. 
(e) Luke x. Þ 
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Chap. 30, faited to the Caſe of a dying Coriftians 31 r 


« Gracious Father, I would not quit this Earth of 


* Thine, and this Houſe of Clay in which 1 have 
% ſojourned during my Abode vpon the Face of it, 
« without my grateful Actnowledgments to | hee, for all 


« that abundant Goodneſs which Thou haſt cauſed to 
paſi before me here (f). With my dying Breath, | bear 


“% Witneſs to Thy faithful Care, I have wanted u good 
„% Thing (g). I thank Thee, O my Gov, that this 
„ onilcy forfeited, unprofitable Liie was fo long ſpared: 
„ That it hath ftill been maintain'd by ijucha Rich 


Variety of Thy Bounty, I thank Thee that Thou 


halt made this Beginning of my Exiſtence ſo pleaſant 
to me. I thank Thee, for the Mercies of my Days 


and Nights, of my Months and Years, which are now 


© come to their Period: I thank Thee, for the Mercies 
16 


* all the agreeable Friends which Thou haſt given me 


“in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage, the Living and the 


«© Dead; for all the Help I have received from others; 
© and for all the Opportunities which Thou haſt given 


* me of being helpful to the Bodies or Souls of my 
© © Brethren of Mankind. Surely Goodneſs and Mercy 


% have followed me all the Days of my Life (h), and 1 
have Reaſon to riſe a thankful Gueſt from the various 
and pleaſant Entertainments with which my Table 


ſon to repine, or to grieve at quitting them: For, O 


my Gon, are Thy Bounties exhaujted ? | know, that 
they are not, I will not wrong Thy Goodneſs and 


thy Faithfulneſs fo much as to imagine, that becauſe 
Lam going from this Earth, I am going from Hap- 
pineſs. I adore Thy Mercy that thou halt taught 
me to enter « n nobler Views thro* Jss8us Thy Son. 


| ever heard of his Name, and heard of his Death: 
And would fain exert a more vigorous Att of thank- 
ful Adoration, than in this broken State I am capable 
of, while I am extolling Thee, for ihe Riches of Thy 
Grace manifeſted in Him; for His Inſtractions aud 
[is Example, for His Blood and His Rightoouſnels, 
and tor that Bleſſed SyikIT of Thinewhich Thou batt 


6 


: : MEE i: Wh 
(!, Exod, xxxiii. 19. (g) Pfal. xxx 10. (h) Pal, XXII. 6. 


of my Infaney, and for thoſe of my riper Age; for 


* has been furniſhed by Thee. Nor ſhall I have Rea- 


| i 
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bless Thee with all the Powers of my Nature, that. 
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«6 
oc 


20 


A Meaitation and Prayer, I» 
given me, to turn my ſinful Heart unto Thyſelf, and 
to bring me into the Bonds of Thy Covenant; of that 
Covenant, which is ordered in all T hings aud ſure (1), 
and which this Death, tho? now. ſeparating my Soul 


from my Body ſhall never be able to diſſolve. 
„ bleſs 1 hee, O Lord, 


| Chap. 30 


| that I am not dying in an 
© unregen*rate and impenitent State; but that Thou 


* didſt graciouſly awaken and convince me; that Thou 


«6 
te 
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on the Brink of Joraan, 


aicit- renew and ſanctify my Heart, and didit by Thy: 
good Spirit work in it an unteigned Faith, areal Re- 
pentance, and the beginning of a Divine Life. I thank 
Thee for Miniſters and Ordinances : I thank Thee 
for my Sabbaths and my Sacrament- Days 
doe # and Monthly Refreſhments. which they gave 
: I thank Thee for the Fruits of Canaan which 

were ſent me in be Wilderneſs, and are now ſent me 
I thank Thee for Thy Bleed 
ord, and for thole exceeding rich and precious Pro 

miyes of it, which now lie as a Cordial uvam at my 
Heart in this chilling Hour ; 
Death and of Glory beyond it, and of the Reſurrec- 
tion of my Body to Everlaſting 
firmly believe them all, great and wonderful as they 
are, and am waiting for the Accompliſoment of them 
' Jeſus Chriſt ; in avhom they are all yea and Amen 
Remember Thy Word unto Thy Servant, on which 
7 4 halt cauſed me to hope (1) ! I covenanted with 


for the 


Promiſes of Support in 
O my Gov, I 


6 Thee not only for Worldiy Eojeyments, which "Thy 
% Love taught me comparatively to deſpiſe ; but for 
Eternal Life, as the Git of Thy Free Grace thro TFejus 


% Chrifi my Lord (m) - 


66 


(K) 2 Cor. i. 20. 
(un) Flal, xxxi. 5. 


Gb) 2 Sam, xxili. 3. 
(m) Rom. vi. 28. 


And now permit me in His . 
Name to enter my” humble Claim to it ! Permit me to 
conlign this aeparting Spirit to thine Hand; 

 bajt redeemed it, O Lord GOD of Truth (n), 1 an 

+ Save me (o) and make me happy! 

6 But may I indeed preſume to fay, I am Thin ? 
O Gob, nowlam Randing on the Borders of both 

Worlds, now I view Things, as in the Lizht of Ty 
Preſence, and of Eternity, how unwortby do L appear, 

that I loud be taken to dwell with 'I by Angels and 


tor. Tou 


„ QCaints 


(ö) Pfal, cx. 49, 
(o) Plal, FxIX 9h 


£4 ah  .cJ}.. 9 


_ — Bo — 4c Fe GO. 59 — 53 
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Chap. 30. fuited to the Caſe of a dying Chritian. 313 

Saints in Glory! Alas I have Rexfon to look back 
with deep Humiliation on a poor unprofitible+{iniul 
Life, in which have ai gen deſerving to be caſt 


ints Heil. But | have this one comfortable Reflection, 
that I have fed to the Croſs of Chrift ; M and | now re- 
new my Application to it. To t:ink of appearing 
before Gop tn ſuch an imperfect Righteoaſnels as my 
own, were Ten Thouſand Times worſe than Death. 


No, Lord! I come unto Thee as a Sinner; but as a 


Sinner who has believed 1n 'Thy Son for Pardon and 


Life; Ifall down before Thee as a guilty polluted 
Wretch ; but Taou hat made Him to be unto Thy 
a People for Miſdlom and R'ghteouſns/s, for Sandtification 
and Red:mption (p). Let me have my Lot among the 


Followers of ]Jesus ! Treat me, as thou treatelt thoſe 


who are His Friends, aud His Brethren ! For Thou 


knoweſt, my Sou! has loved Him, and truſted him, 
and ſolemnly ventured itſelf on the Security of His 
Goſpel. And I know in whom I hawe believed (d). 


The Infernal Lion may attempt to diſmay me in the 


awful Paſſage: But I rejoice that I am in the Hands 
of the good Shepherd (r); and I-defy all my Spiritual 
Enemies, in a chearful Dependanee on His faithful 


Care. lift up my Eyes and my Heart to Him, who 
was dead ard is alive again; and behold, Hz lives for 
evermore, and hath the Keys of Death and of the unſeen 


World (s). Bleſſed ]usus, I die by Thine Haid, and 
fear no Harm from the-Hand of a Saviour! I fear 


not that Death, which is allotted to me by the Hand 


of my deareſt Lord, who himſelf died to make it 
ſate and happy. I come, Lord, I come not only 


with a willing, but with a joyful Conſent. TI thank 


Thee, that Thou rememberiſt me for Gocd; that I hou 
art b1caking my Chains, and calling me to the gloriovs 


Liverty of the Children of GOD (t). I thank Thee, 


that Thou wilt no longer permit me to live at a Diſ- 
tance from Thine Arms; but after this long Abſence, 
wilt have me at Home, at Home for ever, 

© My feeble Nature faints in the View of that Glory 
Which is now dawning upon me: 195 Thou knowett 


«© how, 
(p) 1 Cor. i. 30. (q) 2 Tim. 1, 12. "oa John X. 11, 136 
Ct. Rom. viii. 21. 
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juſt Degrees, and to make Thy Strength perfect in ny 
to quit, and breathe eut my dying Vows for its Prof. 


O Lord, as aliving Member of the Body ; and 1 love 
it tothe laſt, I humbly beſeech Thee therefore that 
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314 AAMleditation and Prayer, &c. Chap. 30. 
„ how, gracious Lord, to let it in upon my Soul by 


* Heaknefs (u Once more for the laſt Time, would 
“ Took down upon this poor World which I am going 


« perity, and th-:of 75y Church in it, I have loved it, 


« Thou wilt guard it, and purify it, and unite it more 


« and more! Send down more of thy bieſſed Spirit up- Sus 
« on it, even the Spirit of Wiſdom, of Holineſs, and il '”- 
of Love; till in due Time, the Milderneſs be turned in. 58 
«« to a Garden of the Lord (W), and all Flejh Sali fee lhy pon 
* Salvation (x)! | 5 Je x 
« And as for me, bear me, O my Heavenly Father, atk 
on the Wings of everlaiting Love, to chat peaceful, dee; 
that holy, that joyous Abode, which Thy Mercy has pre 
c« prepared for me, and which the Blood of my Re. OY 
& deemer, hath purchaſed ! Bear me 10 #he general ſe phos 
« ſembly and Church of the Firfl-born, to the innumerab! 15 
& Company of Angels, and to the Spirits of juſt Men mad: 1555 
« perfect (y). And whatever this Fleſh may ſuffer, let 8 
« my ſteady Soul be delightfully fixed on that Glory ay 
© to which it is riſing ! Let Faith perform its laſt Of. Not 
« fice in an honourable Manner! Let my few remain. "ny 
ing Moments on Earth be ſpent for Thy Glory, and 9 
4 ſo let me aſcend, with Love in my Heart, and Prail: 4 
& on my faultering Tongue, to the World where Love !“ 
« and Praiſe ſhall be compleat ! Be this my Ja/t Song, on Ep 
© Earth, which I am going to tune in Heaven; B/. 2 
« ing, and Honour, and Glory, and Peaver be unto Hin 7 2s 
& that fitteth on the Throne, ænd to the Lamb for ever ail 752 
« ever, (2). Amen.“ | 2 + 
u) 2 Cor. x11. g. Ow) Iſai. li, 2 11 & 46, 1 
0 Heb. x14. 8 18 i 102 Rev. 2 13. een oo 
| re 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


$ [ would not willingly incur the Cenſure of Leing wer- 
forward in publiſhing fo plain a Se mon on fo common a 
Sulject. ] beg Leave to inform the Reader of 1b Occegiog 


that determined me to do it. 


merous Auditor at the Funeral of a young Perſon, who being 
ſe xed on a ſudd-n with a Sade and mortal Illneſs, which 
Tt rden did not deſtrey the Exercije of her Reaſen, Was 
deep'y impreſſed with a Senje of her «t'rna! Intere/t, and ar- 
prefſed that Senſe in a Manner which aff:&ed me as much as 
7 

recommending the Text to me, but aljo charging this one 
lhing needful on her Brother and Si ters, in my Hearing, 
with a Solemnit; and Earneſtneſt, which I hefe neither the 


nor { ſhall e er forget. But I imputed the remarkable at- 


tention with which the Sermon was heard, and the kind 
Notice whi.h was afterwards taken of it by many, to that 
awful] ce, rather than to any Thing in the D 
courſe 27 : 


1 had afterwards the Honey to preach it with ſome pro- 


| fer Altcrations, before ſome 200) thy and excellent Perſons of 
co:///erable Rank and Eminence in Life, who are not aſhamed 

publicly to ewn, that Religion is their greateft Concern. 

1 hay <vere pleaſed 10 expreſs fich Satisfaction in the Seriouſe 


Ba died, that they uroed me, with an Earneftneſs ꝛbbich J 
it, that li mig ht diſperſe them among ft their Tenants and 
prefix their Names to fo inconfiderable a Performance, which 
can ever hope to preſent them with, But as 1 am well 


"#fJured of their centinued Candour towards me; jo 1 722 


the Authority of their Command, will be allowed as a /u 
fcient Apology for this Publication, 


The following Dif. ourſe was fir preached to a very nu- 


any Thing of that Nature which had ever feen ; not only 


ne;s and Platunejs with which this important Subject was. 
did not « all expect, to let them ha ve ſome printed Copies of 
5 I think too hiohly of theſe valuable Friends 10 


worded do a hre Honour to a Book, far ſuperior to any I 
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in the Dujt, that methinks nothing hich looks like @ Call f 
- Proviaence, direfting io any Oppertumity of doing good to thy 


weighty” Truths may, through the Cencurrence of. Divin 


of theſe for whoje Service this Diſcourſe was ofked ani 


c 1, ht] haue made a little Addition to the Number q 


cumbertel 38 


3 


Me are fo near the Eternal State, and mufl fo ſoon be fit 


Sls of Men, frould be negicfied, And if theſe obvious bit 
Grace, be made uſeful for the Converſion of one of the loweſt 


tranſcribed, I ſhall think this little Labour abundant'y re. 
feid, ever ibergh many others shovld ſay, as they probaby 


unnecfiory Books with which the World is already in. 


London, 


July 29, 1735. P. DoD DRI De. 


Le 


0001010 
LU x. 42, former Part. 


Ons Trans 6 vat. 


T was the amiable Character of our bleſſed Redeem. 
er, that he went about tloing good®, This great 
Motive, which animated all his Actions, brought him 
to the houſe of his Friend Lazarus, at Bethany, and 
directed his Behaviour there. Though it was a Seaſon 
of Receſs from pablick Labour, our Lord brought 
the Sentiments and the pious Cares of a Preacher f 
Righteouſneſs into the Parlourof a Friend; and there 
his Doctrine dropped as the Rain, and diflilled as the Dew, 
on the little happy Circle that were then ſurrounding 
him. Mary the Siſter of Lazarus, with great Delight 
made one amongſt them; ſhe fat herſelf down at the Feet 
of Jeſus, in the poſture of an humble Diſciple ; and we 
have a great deal of Reaſon to believe, that Martha, 
his other Sitter, would gladly have been with her there; 
but domeſtic Cares preſſed hard upon her, and ſhe was 
eumbered with much ſerving, being perhaps too ſolicitous 
to prepare a ſumptuous Entertainment for ker heavenly. 
Maſter and the Train that attended Him, Happy are 
they, that in a Crowd of Buſinefs do not loſe ſomething . 
of the Spirituality of their Minds, and of the Compoſure 
and Sweetneſs of their Tempers! This good Woman 
comes to our Lord with too impatient a Complaint ; in- 
ſinuating ſome little Reflection, not only on Mary, but 
on himlelf too. Lord doft thou not care that my Sifter 
bath lift me to ſerue alone? Bid ber therefore that fhe help © 
zue f. Our Lord, willing to take all Opportunities of 
lug geſting uſeful Thoughts, apſwers her in thete Words, 
3 e 
* Ads x. 38. e + Lake x. 2 5; 


318 Te CARE of the Sour. 
of which the Text is a Part, Martha, Maitha, thou an 
careful and troubled about many Things, but one 1 bins f 
needful, and Mary has choſen thatgood Part, which hail ui 
be taken away from her, as if he had ſaid Alas Martha! til 
| Concerns of the Soul are of ſo much greater Importance 
| than thoſe of the Body, that J cannot blame your Sia 
on this Occaſion : I rather recommend her to your Ini 
tation, and caution you, and all my other Friends, 
be much on your Guard, that in the midſt of you 
woridly Cares you do not loſe the Sight of that which 1 
ſo much better deſerves your Attention. i 
I ſhall conſider theſe Words, One Thing . is needful, 2 
a kind of Aphoriſm, or wiſe and weighty Sentence 
dropped from the Mouch of our bleſſed Redeemer, an : 
evidently worthy of our molt ſerious Regard. In hand 
ling them I ſhall, | 


I. Conſider what we are to underfland by the oi 
2 birg nere poken of 8 
II. dhe w „ou what is intended when it is repreſen 5 
a the one Thing needful. 
III. I „ill ſhew how Juſtly it may be ſo repreſented 
or prove that *tis indeed the one I hing needful, 
IV. Conclude with ſome. Keflections and Applics 
tion. < | 


My Friends, the Words which are now before us a 
to this Day, as true, 2s they were {eventeen hunereli 
| Years ago. Set your Hearts to attend to them. Oh tha 
you might, by divine Grace, be awakened ta hear then 
with a due regard, and might be fo impreſſed with the 
plain and ſerious Things which are now to be ſpoken 
as you probably would, it I were ſpeaking by your dy: 
ing Beds, and you had the full Exeicite of your Realoh | 
and the near and lively View of Eternity ! 
I. 1 am briefly to conſider what we are to underſlar 
by the one Thing needful. 

Now I anſwer in « few Words, it is the Care o LN 
Soul, oppoſed, as you fee in the Text, to the Care, thi 
is, the excefiive Care of the Body, for which Marth 
was gently admonithed by our Lord. This is a geren 
Anſwer, and it com prehends Variety of e 

: a 1 2 ticulu 
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ticulars, which is the Buſtneſs of our Miniftry often to 
Wopen to you at large : The Care of the Soul implies a 
Readineſs to hear the Words of Chriſt, to ſet ourſelves 
with Mary at his Feet, and to receive both the Law and 
W: hc Goſpel from his Mouth. It ſuppoſes that we learn 
from this divine Teacher the Worth of our Souls, their 
WD anger and their Remedy. That we become above all 


5 heartily repenting of all our Sins, and cordially believ- 
Wing the everlaſting Goſpel, we receive the Lord Jeſus 
WC hrift for Righteouſneſs and Life, reſting our Souls on 
the Value of his Atonement, and the Efficacy of his 
race. It imports the ſincere Dedication of ourſelves 
W to the Service of Goo and a faithful Adherence to its 
notwithſtanding all the Oppoſitions ariling .from in- 
Ward Srruftidne or outward Temptations, and a re- 
Pousc Perſeverance in the Way of Goſpel Dependance, 


indeed in various Scriptures by various Names. Some- 
Wtimes it is called Regeneration, or the New Creature, be- 
Weaule 'tis the bleſſed Work of God's efficacious Grace. 
Sometimes the Fear of God, and ſometimes his Love, 
Wand the keeping bis Commandments ; and very frequently 
Win the New Teſtament iscalled Falfh, or receiving Cb ist, 

and believing on him, which therefore 1s repreſented” as 


ate great Mort of Cod; that is the great Thing atk, * 


God in his glorious Goſpel requires, as well as by his 
Spirit produces in us: Each ot theſe, if rightly under- 
food and explained, comprehends all that I have ſaid 
on this Head. -On the whote we may ſay, that as the 


onc. though it has many Faculties; ſo in the preſent 
Cafe, this real, vital Religion is one Thing, one ſacred 
Principle of divine Lite bringing us to attend to the 
Care of our Souls, as of our ereateib;Treaſare. ? Tis one 


which it may be confidered, and of Characters under 
wich it may be deſcribed. [ proceed, 


| John vi. 29. . 


Ir bings ſolicitous about their eternal Salvation. That, 


ei we receive the End of our Faith in our complete 
Salvation. This is the one Thing needful, repreſented. 


Body is one, though it has many Members, and the Soul 1s 


Thing, notwithſtanding all the Variety of Views in 


32325 NR 082g 100 * Hs 7 


. 


320 De Carr of the- Sov 5 5 
II. To conſider what may be intended in the Re- 


| preſentatien which is here made of it, as the one Thing 


necdful. e * 

New I think it naturally includes theſe three Partieu- 
lars: Tis a Matter of univerſal Concern, of the higheſt 
Importance, and of ſo comprehenſive a Nature, that 
every Thing which is truly worthy of our Regard may 
be conſidered as included in it, or ſubſervient to it. Let 
me a little illuſtrate each of theſe Particulars, reſerving 


the Proof of what I now aſſert to the third General, 


where it will abundantly appear, 5 


1. The Care of- the Soul may be called the one Thing 


needful, „ as it is Matter of univerſal! Concern.” 

Our Lord you ſee ſpeaks of it as necaſul in the general. 
He ſays not for this or that particular Perſon ; or for 
thoſe of ſuch an Ape, Station, or Circumſtance in Life, 
but needful for all. And indeed, when difcourfing on 
ſuch a Subject, one might properly introduce it with 
thoſe ſolemn Words of the Pſalmiſt, Gia e Ear, all ye Pege 
ple, hear, all the Inhabitants of the Earth, both High and Low, 
Rich aud Poor together *. For *tis the Concern of all, from 
the King that fits upon the I hrone, to the Servant that 
grindech at the Mill, or the Beggar that lieth upon the 
Durghill. *Tis needfut for us that are Miniſters, for our 
own Salvation is concerned. And Woe, inſupportable 
Woe will be to our Souls, if we think it enough to 
recommend it to others, to talk of it in a warm, or an 
awful Manner, in publick Aſſemblies, or in our private 
Converſe, while it does not penetrate our Hearts as our 
own greateſt Care. Our Caſe will then be like that 
of the [/raclitiſh Lord in Samaria +, who was employed 
to diſtribute the Corn when the Siege was raiſed, ſeeing 
it with our Eyes, and diſpenſing it with our Hands, 
we ſhal! ourſelves die miſerably, without taſling the 
Pleſſings we impart. ?Tis ncedful to all you iat are our 
| Heaters, without the Exception of one ſingle Perſon, 
*T'is rredful to you that are rich, though it may on ſome 
Accounts be peculiarly difficult for you; even as diffi- 
cult, comparatively ſpeaking, as for a Camel to go 
through the Eye of a Needle 1; yet if it be neglected, you 
are Pcor in the midſt of all your Wealth, and miſerable 

| EO RNs in 
* Pſalm xlix. 1, 2. 12 Kings vii. 2. 2 Matt. xix, 34 
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urged as ibe o THIN Needful, gat 
in all your Abundance; and a Wretch ſtarving for Hun“ 
ger, in a magnificent Palace and a rich Dreſs, would be 
leſs the Q5jet of Compaſſion than you. * Tis needfuu 
for you that are poor; though you are diſtreſſed with ſo 
many anxious Cares, what you ſhall eat, and what you 
ſhall drink, and wherewithal you ſhall be claathed * The 
Nature that makes you capable of ſuch Anxieties as 
theſe, argues your much greater Concern in the Bread. 
wich endures to Eternal Life t, than in that by which this 
mortal Body mult be ſupported. *Tis needful for you 
that are advanced in Years, though your Strength be 
impaired ſo that the Graſhopper is @ Burden 43; though 
you have by your long Continuance in Sin rendered this 
great Work fo hard, that were it leſs important, one 
would in Pity let you alone without reminding you of 
it: Yet late as it is, it maſt be done, or your hoary 
Heads will be brought down to the Grave with Wrath, 
and fink under a Curſe aggravated by every Year and 
by every Day of your Lives. *Tis needful to you that 
| are young, though ſolicited by ſo. many gay Vanities, to 
neglect it; though it may be repreſented as an unſea- 
ſonable Care at preſent, yet I repeat it, it is needful to 
you ; immediately needful, unleſs you who walk ſo 
frequently over the Duſt of your Brethren and Compa- 
nions, that died in the Bloom and Vigour of their Days, 
have made ſome ſecret Covenant with the Grave for your- 
ſelves, and found out ſame wonderful Method, hitherto 
unknown, of ſecuring this precarious Life, and of 
anſwering for Days and Months to come, while others 
cannot anſwer for one ſingle Moment. NY 
2. The Care of the Soul is © a Matter of the highet 
Importance;“ beyond any Thing which can be brought 
into Compariſon with it. 3 535353 
As Holomon ſays of Wiſdom, that it is more precious than 
Rubies and that-all Things which can be d:fired are not to be 
compared with ber ||, ſo may I properly lay of this great, 
and molt important Branch of Wiſdom, whatever ean 
be laid in be Balance with it, will be found altogether 
«ter than Vanity, This is ſtrongly implied when is 
laid in the Text, one Thing is necdful; chat is one Thing, and 
one 


3 3 
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ene Thing alone is ſo. Juſt as the bleſſed God is faid te 
be o»ly wiſe*, and only bolyt, becauſe the Wiſdom and 


Holineſs of Angelsand Men is as nothing, when com- 
pared with his. What ſeems moſt great and moſt im. 
portant in Lile, what Kings and Senates, what the 


wiſef, and greatest of this World are employing their 


Time, their Counſels, their Pens, their Labours upon, 
are rife. 55 when compared with this one Thing. A Man 
may t ke may in ſome copſiderable meaſure be 
happy without Learning, without Riches, without 
Titles without Health, without Liberty, without 
F. nds, nay, though, rhe Life be more than Meat, and 
the Body than Ratment t, yet may he be happy, un- 
ſpeakably happy, without the Body itſelf, But he can- 
not be fo in the Neglect of the one Thing needful. I muſt” 


therefore beſpezk your Regard to it in the Words of 
By Aer it ic not a light thing, but it is our Life ll. 


3. The Care of the Soul is of fo comprehenſive a Na. 
ture, that ©* every thing truly worthy of our Regard may 
FE be conſidered as included in it, or ſubſervient to it.“ 

As David oblerves, that the Commandment of Ged is 
exceeding broad\ ſo may we ſay of this one Thing. needful ; 


and as Sclomon very julily and emphatically expreſſes it, 


to fl ar God, and to keep his Commandments, is the whole of 
Man; his whole Duty, and his whole Intereſt; and 
every thing which is wiſe and rational does in. its proper 
Place ard Connectien make a Partof it. We. ſhould 
judge very il concerning the Nature of this Care, if we 


Imugired that it conkiited merely i in Acts of Devotion, 


cr reliptous Coptemplation; it comprebends all the 
lovely and braiodions Band of ſocial and humane Vir- 
tues. It requites a Care of Society, a Care of our Bo- 
dies, and Gt yur temporal Concerns ; but theh all is to 
te regulated, directed, and animated by proper Regards 
to Cos, Chiiit, and Immortality, Our Food and our Reſt, 
dur Trades: nd cur Labours are to be attended to, and all 
the Cffices of Fumanity performed in Obedience to the 


-Will of Gcd, for the Glgry of Chriſt, and in a View te 


the im pioving the Mind in a growing Meetneſs for 4 
State ol com pleat Perfection. Name apy thing wo 
bay OO 


* 1 Tim. i. 17, + Rev. xv. 4. } Matt. vi. 25+ 


cut. AXXU. 47. $ Pal. cxix. 96. * Eccleſ: xii. 19. 
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has no Reference at all to this, and you name a worth-_ 
leſs Trifle, however it may be gilded to allure the Eye» 
however it may be ſweetened to gratify the Taite, Name 
a Thing which, inſtead of thus improving the Soul, has 
a Tendency_ to debaſe and pollute, to enſlave and en- 
danger it, and you name what is molt unprofitable and 
miſchievous,” be the Wages of Iniquity ever ſo great; 
moſt foul and deformed, be it in the Eyes of Men ever 
ſo honourable, or in their Cuſtoms ever ſo faſhionable. 
Thus I have endeavoured to ſhew you what we may 
ſuppoſe implied in this Expreſſion of ore Ming being 
needful, 1 am now, 3 „„ | 

III. To ſhew you with how much Propriety the Care 
of the Soul may be repreſented under this Character, as 
the one Thing needful, as a Matter of univerſal and moſt 
ſerious Concern, to which every thing elſe is to be con- 
ſidered as ſubſervient, if at all worthy of our Care and 
. Purſuit. Now let me appeal to the Sentiments of thoſe 
who mult be allowed moſt capable of judging, and to 
the evident Reaſon of the Caſe itſelf, as it mult appear 
to every unprejudiced Mind. 3 No 

1. Let me argue © from the Sentiments of thoſe who 
“ mutt be allowed moſt capable of judging in ſuch an 
„% Affair,“ and we ſhall quick}y ſee that the Care of the 
Soul appears to them the ove Thing needful _ 

Is the Judgment of the bleſſed God according to Truth, 
how eviiently and how ſolemnly is that Judgment de- 
clared ? I will not ſay merely in this or the other parti- 
cular Paſſage of his Word, but in the whole Series of bis 
Revelations to the Children of Men, and the whole Te- 
nor of his Aldreſſes to them. Is not this the Language. 
of a'l, from the early Days of Fob and Miſes to the Con- 
clulon of the Ganon of Scripture. V Wiſdom be hid 
Him 19e Eyes of all the Living, ſurely. God under/tandeth the. 
Way therecf, he knoweth the Place there; and it he does, 
'as plainly pointed out, for auto Man be ilitl ſaith, be-:. 
bold the Fear H the Lord that is W:/dom, and to depart from 
Evil, that is Underſtanding, By Meſes he declared to the 
[/r«iites, that to do the Commandments ef. the Lo d 
would be their Wiſdom and their Underſtanding in ihe 
Sighe of the Nations, who ſhould hear his Statutes, 


Job xxviii. 21, 23,28, _ 


3 24 


„ b „ TIF? 


and ſay, fin this is @ wiſe and an underſtianding People * 
When he had raiſed up one Man on the Throne of Iſrael, 


with the Character of the wiſeſt that ever lived upon the 


Face of the Earth, he choſe to make him eminently a 
Teacher of this great Truth. And now all that he 
ſpoke on the curious and leſs concerning Subjects of Na- 
tural Philoſophy; is loſt, rhough he ſpake of Trees from the 
Cedar to the Hop, and of Beaſts and of F owls, and of cr cope 
ing Things, and of Fiſhes + ; that Saying is preſerved i in 
which he teltifes, that the Fear of the Lord is the Begin- 


ning of M iſaom t, and thoſe Proverbs, in almoſt every 


Line of which they who neglect Gop and their own 
Souls are ſpoken of as Fools, as if that were the moſt 
pro per ignification of the Word, while the Religious 


alone are honoured with the Title of Wiſe. But in 
this reſpect as atteſting this Truth in the Name of Co 


and in his own, @ greater than Solomon ts here. 


For if we enquire what it was that our Lord 7e/us | 
 Chrift judged to be the one Thing necdſul, the Words of 


the Text contain as full an Anſwer as can be imagined; 
and the Senſe of them 1s repeated in a very lively and 
emphatical Manner, in that remarkable Paſſage wherein 


our Lord not only declares his own Judgment, but ſeems 
to appeal to the Conſciences of all, 
own {ſecret Conviction to ſubſcribe to the Truth of it. 
What is a Man profited, if he gain the whole World, and 
, ſhall a Man give in Exchange 
Fer his Soul || ? If it were once Toft, what would he not 
be willing to give to redeem it? But it depends not on 


lose his own Soul; or what 


as obliged by their 


the Fords of Chriſt alone. Let his Actions, his Suf- 
ferings, his Blood, his Death ſpeak what a Value he 


jet on the Souls 5f Men. 


Is it to be imagined, that 
he would have relinquiſhed Heaven, that he would 


have dweit upon Earth, that he would bave laboured by 
Night and by Day, and at laſt have expired on the 
Croſs, for a Matter of light Importance? Or can we 
think that he, in whom dwell all the Treaſures of Wiſe 
dom and Knowledge, and ail the Fulneſs of the Godhead 


and ſo ſolemnly declared 5 


Deut. iv. 6. 
Matt. XYl, 26. * 


77 Kings iv. 3 
$ Col, 1 it 9. 2 


bodily F. was miitaken in judgment ſo deliberately __ i 


+ Prov. f I. 7. 185 10. 


- 


urged astheone Turing Need, 325 
tf after this there were room to mention human 
Judgment, and Teltimonies, how eaſy would it be to 
produce a Cloud of Witneſſes in ſuch a Cauſe, and to 
ſhew that the wiſeſt and beſt of Men in all Ages of the 
World have agreed in this Point, that amid{ all the 
Diverſities of Opinion and Profeſſion, which ſucceed- - 
ing Generations have produced, this has been the unani- 
mous Judgment, this the common and moſt ſolicitous 
Care of thoſe, whoſe Characters are -moſt truly valua- _ 
ble, to ſecure the Salvation of their own Souls, and ta 
promote the Salvation of others. 1 8 8 
And let me beſeech you ſeriouſly to reflect, what are 
the Characters of thote who have taken the Liberty, 

mot boldly and freely to declare their Judgment on the 
contrary Side? The Number of ſuch is comparatively 
few ; and when you compare what you have obſerved 
of their Temper and Coaduct, I will not fay with what 

you read of holy Men of old, but with what you 
have yourſelves ſeen in the faithful, active, and zealous 
Servants of Chriſt, in theſe latter Ages, with which you 
| have converſed, do you on the whole find that the Re- 
jecters and Deriders of the Goſpel, are in other ReſpeRts 
ſo much more prudent and judicious, ſo much wiſer for 
themſelves, and for others that are influenced by them, 
as that you can be in Reaſon obliged to pay any great 

Deference to the Authority of a few ſuch Names as 
theſe, in Oppoſition to thoſe to which they are here 
oppoſed ? $ Sk 

But you will ſay, and you will ſay it too truly, though 
but a few may venture in Words to declare for the Neg- 
let of the Soul and its Eternal Intereſt, the greater Part 
of Mankind do it in their Actions. But are the greater 

Part of Mankind fo wiſe, and fo good, as implicitly to 
be followed in Matters of the higheſt Importance ? And 
do not Multitudes of theſe declare themſelves on the other 

Side, in their moſt ſerious Moments? When the Intoxi- 
cations of Warldly Buſineſs aad Pleaſures are over, and 
ſome languiſhing Sickneſs forces Men to Solitude and 
Retirement; what have you generally obſerved to be the 

Effect of ſach a Circum:tance ? Have they not then de- 
clared themſelves convinced of the Truth we are now 
labourin 3 to eſtabliſh ? Nay, do we not ſometimes ſee 

N 1255 „ _ that 
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times in a few. Moments? Have ypu never ſeen a gay, 


near Views of Death? Have you never ſeen the Ma nd : 
* Buſineſs and Care interrupted, like the rich Fool in the 
Parable, in the midſt cf his Schemes for the preſen de 


| «e Sufferinps and Detp air 28 What A nſwer do you fu 


% 


that a Diſtemper which ſeizes the Mind with Violence, 
yet does not utterly deſtroy its reaſoning Faculties, fixe Hy 
this Conviction on the Soul in a few Hours, nay ſome- | 


thovghtleſs Creature, ſurprized 1 in the giddy Round of if 
Pleaſures and-Amuſements, and preſently brought not tn 
only to Seriouſneſs, but Terror and Trembling, by the 


World? And have you not heard one and the other of 
them owning the Vanity of thoſe Pleaſures and Care,, m 
which but a few Days ago were every thing to them w. 


Confeſſing that Religion was the one Thing needful, and Al 


recommending it to others with an Earneſtneſs, as if 
they hoped thereby to atone for their own former Neg. 
lect? We that are Miniſters frequently are Witneſſes id 
{ach Things as theſe, and I believe few of our Hearen 
are entire Strangers to them. 
And once more, hat if to the Teftimony of the D).. ter 
ing, we could add that of the Dead? What if God were H. 
to turn alide the Veil which ſeparates between us and 11 
the inviſible World, and to permithe moſt careleſs Sin. 
ner in the Aﬀembly to converſe fora few Moments with 
the Inhabitants of it ? If you were to apply yourſelf u 
a happy ſpirit, that irod the moſt thoray Road to Pan 
diſe, or paſſe q thro' the molt fiery Trial, and to afk hin 
« Was it worth vour while to labour 40 much, and tt 
« endure fo much for what you now poſſeis P' Surely! 
the Blefled in Heaven were capable of Indignation, | 
would move them to hear that it ſhould be made a Que 
tion. And on the other Hand, if you could enquue0 
one 19 mented in that Flame below, though he might ond 
be cloth-d in Purple and fine Linen and fare ſumptua} 
every Doy®, if you could zfſk-him, «© Whether his fo 
mer Enjoyments were any Equivalent for his prelel 


poſe he would retuin f Perhaps an Anſwer 6f fo mul 
Horror and Rage, as you would no be able fo much; 
to endure. Or if the Malignity of his Nature ſhou 


Prevent him from return ng any Anſwer at all, 9 
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chere would be a Language even ia that Silence, a 


Language in the Darkneſs, and Flames, and Groans of 


that infernal Priſon, which would peak to, your very 
Soul what the Word of Gor is with equal Certainty, 
though lefs forcible Conviction, ſpeaking to your Ear, 
that one Thing 13 needful, You fee it is lo | in the fudg- 
ment of God the Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriit, of 
the wiſet and beſt of Men, of many who ſeemed to 
judge molt differently of it, when they come to more 
deliberate and ſerious Thought, and not only of the 


Dying, but of the Dead too, of thoſe who have experi- 


meuta ly Known both Worlds, and moſt ,furely know 
what is to be preferred But I will not Telt the whole 
Argument here, I add therefore, 

2. I appeal to the evident Reaſon of the Caſe itlelf, 


as it muſt appear to every unprejudiced Mind, that the 
Care of the Soul is indeed the one Thing necdful. 


— . Im—_ 
a — 


Happiness and Miſery, but likewiſe who credit the 


do, who live in a fatal Neglect of God and their own 


ſent Repoſe of your own Mind; needful if ever you would 
ſecure eternal Happineſs ; if ever you VE avoid eter- 
nal Miſery, which would be aggrava'«d,. rather than 
phe by all your preſent Enjoyments. g 
. The Care of the Soul is the one Thing needful, be- 
cooks „without it you cannot ſecure the Peace of your 
« own Mind, nor avoid the Upbraidings of your Con- 
© ſ{crence.?” 
That noble Faculty i is, indeed, as you are often told, 
the Vicegerent of God in the Soul, is ſenſible of che 


times cry out of the Violence that is offered to it, and 


WJ |< il! or no. Do you-not ſometimes find it yourſelves? 
oy When you labour moſt to forget the Concerns of your. 


Soul, do they not ſometimes force themſelves on your 
Nomen de ? You are afraid of the Reflections of 


bs . your 


I fill conſider myſelf as ſpeaking not to Atheiſts, or 
to Deiſts, but to thoſe who not only believe the Exiſ- 
tence and Providence of God, and a future State of 

Jruch of the Curiitian Revelation, as many undoubtedly 


Souls, Now on theſe Principles a little Reflection may 
be ſufficient to convince you, that ' tis need/ul to the pre- 


cry ſo loud, as to, compel the Sinner to hear, whether 


Dignity and Worth of an immortal Spirit, and will ſome- 


* 
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Reſolution, can you entirely avoid them ? Does not Con- 


portunity of meeting you in your Cloſets, and tho? with 
an unwelcome Voice, there warn you, ** that your. Soul 


follow you to your Shops and your Fields, when you are 


© 
6 
| 
1 
: 
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Wormwood, and your gayeſt Scenes with Horror? So 
that you are like a Tradeſman, who, ſuſpecting his Af. 
fairs to be in a bad Poſture, lays by his Books and bis 


the Caſe of ſome of yeur Minds, and 'tis a very painful 


narily deal thus, even with the Bouniies of bis, common 


| log for it, or without ſome reſolute and continued Ap- 


— 


your own M nd, but with all your Artifce and all your 


ſcience follow you to your Beds, even if denied the Op- 


is neglected, and will quickly be loſt.” Does it not 


bukeit there? Nay, I will add, does it not ſometimes 
follow you to the Feaſt, to the Club, to the Dance, and 

erhaps, amidſt all Reſiitance, to the Theatre too ? Does 
it not ſometimes mingle your ſweeteſt Draughts with 


tapers, yet ſometimes they will come accidentally in his 
Way. He hardly dares to look Abroad for fear of meet- 
ing a Creditor or an Arreſt; and if he labours to forget 
his Cares and his Dangers, ina Courſe of Luxury at 
Home, the Remembrance is ſometimes awaken'd, -and 
the Alarm increaſed, by thoſe very Extravagancies in 
which he is attempting to loſe it. Such, no doubt, is 


State; and while Things are thus within, external Cir- 
cumſtances can no mare make you happy, than a fine 
Dreſs could relieve you under a violent Fit of the Stone. 
Whereas if this great Affair was ſecured, you might de. 
light in Reflection, as much as you now dread it; and 
Conſcience, of your bittereit Enemy, would become a 
delightful Fricad, and the Telimony of it your greateſt 
Rejoicivg. | 
2. The Care of the Soul js the one Thing needful, 
e becauſe without it Jou cannot poſholy lecure your 
eternal Happineſs.” 
A Crownof everlaſting Glory is not furely ſuch a 
Trifle as to be thrown away on a careleſs Creature, that 
will not in good Earneſt purſue it. Gop doth not ordi- 


Providence, which are comparatively of little Value. 
As to theſe, the Hand of the Diligeni generally makes rich, 
and he wonld be thought diſtratied, rather than pru- 
dent, who ſhould expect to get an Eſtate merely by wiſh- 


plication 
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plication to a proper Courle of Action for that Purpole, 
Naw that we may not fooliſhly dream of obtaining 
Heaven, in the midit of a Courſe of Indolence and 
Sloth, we are expreſsly told in the Word of Gob, that 
the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers Violence, and the Violent take 
it by Force S; and are therefore ex orted to firive with 
the greatelt Intenſeneſs, and Eagerneſs of Mind, as the 
Word properly ſignifies, 46 enter in at the firait Gate, for 
this great and im portant Reaſon, becanſe many ſhali ano- 
ther Day ee to enter in, and ſhall not be alle tf. Nay, 
when our Lord makes the molt gracious Promiſes to the 
humble Petitioner, he does it in fach a manner as to 
ex-lude the Hopes of thoſe who are careleſs and indif- 
ferent. Af, and it ſhall be given you; eek, and you ſhall 
find ; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you t. Ii theretore 
you do not aſk, ſeek, and knock, the Door of Mercy will 
not be opened, and eternal Happineſs will be loſt. 

And ſurely if I could ſay no more as to the fatal Con- 
ſequences of your Neglect, than this, that eternal Hap- 
fines will be loft, 1 ſhould ſay, enough to impreis every | 
Mind that conſiders what Eternity means. Io fall inte 
2 State of everlaſting Forgetfulaeſs might indeed appear 
a Refuge to a Mind filled with the Apprehentivn of tu- 
ture Miſery. But, Oh how dreadful a Refuge is it. 
Surely it is ſuch a Refuge, as a valt Precipice, from 
which a Man falling would be daſhed To- pieces in a 
Moment, might appear to a Perſon purſued by the Offi- 
cers of Juſtice, that he might be brought out to a pain- 
ful and lingering Execution, If an extravagant Youth 
would have Reaſon to look round with Anguith on ſome 
fair and ample paternal Inheritance, which he had ſold 
or forfeited merely for the Riot of a few Days: How 
much more meloncholy would it be for a rational Mind 
to think that its eternal Happineſs is loſt for any earthly 
Conſideration whatever. Tormenting Thought ! had 1 
attended to that ore Thing which I have neglected, I 
might have, been great and happy, beyond Ex pieſſion, 
beyond Conception. Not merely for the little Span of 
ten thouſand thouſand Ages, but For Ever, So that 
the Moment would have come, when, if it had been 
alked concerning mes „How long has that gloriuus Spi- 

«11 
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„ rit been an Inhabitant of Heaven ? How long has it 
been enjoying God, and itſelf, in that State of Per. 
& fection 5» — he Anſwer would have been ſuch, 
that a Line reaching even to the remoteſt S.ar vols 
not have been able to contain the Number of Ages, nor 
would Millions of Years have been ſufficient to figure 
them down. this is Eternity, but] have loit it, and 
am now on the Verge of Being. This Lamp, which 
might have ontlafted thoſe of the Firmament, will pre- 
ſentſy be extinguiſhed, and I blotted our from ma ꝑſt 
the Works of God, and cut off from all the Bcunties of 
his Hand. Would not this be a very miſerable Caſe, if 

| this were all. And would it no! be ſufficient to prove 
| this to be the better Part, which, as our Lord obferves, 
B can newer be taken away. Put God forbid that we ſhould: 
F be fo unfaithful to him, and to the S uls of Men, as to 
x reſt in ſuch a Repreientation alone. I therefore add 
q once more, 
i | 3. The Care of the Soul 1s the one Thing needful, be- 
cauſe *©* without it you cannot avoid a State of eternal 
 « Miſery, which will be aggravated, rather than alle- 
c viaied by all your preſent Enjoyments.?? 
Nothiog can be more evident rom the Word of the 

God of ruth It there plainly appears to be a deter- 
mined Caſe, which leaves no Room fer a more favour- 
able Conjecture or Hope, [he Wicked ſhall be turned in- 

U Hell, even all the Nations that for get Gde. They fhall 
go away into ever/afiing Punishmentt, into a State where 
they ſhall in vain ee Death, and Death ſhall flee from 
them. Oh! Sirs, 'tis a certain, but an awful Truth, 
that your Souls will be thinking and immortal Beings, 
even in Spite of themſeives, They may indeed tor- 
ment, but hey can't deſtroy themſetves. They can no 
more ſuſpend their Power of Thovght and Perception, 
than a Mirror its Property of reflecting Rays that tail on 

its Surface. Do you ſuſpect the contrary ? Hake the 
Trial immediately. Command your Minds to ceaſe 
from thinking but for one Quarter of an Hour; or for 
baif that time, end exclude every Idea ard ev ery Re- 
flection. Can you ſucceed in that Attempt ?: Or rather, 
des not Theught pre ſs in with a more tenhble Violence 

| on 
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on that Reſiſtance; as an anxious Deſire to Sleep, makes 


us ſo much the more wakeful. Thus will Tnought fol- 
low you beyond the Grave, thus will it as an unwel- 


come Gueſt, force itſelf upon you, when it can ſerve 
only to perplex and diſtreſs the Mind It will for ever 
vpbraid you, that notwithſtandipg all the kind Expoſ- 
tulations of God and Man, notwithſtanding all the keen 
Remonſtrances of Conſcience, and the Pleadings of the 


Blood of Chriſt, you have gone on in your Folly, tilt ©. 


Heaven is loſt, and Damnation incurred; and all for 
what ?- for a Shadow and a Dream. 
Oh think not, Sinners, that the Remembrance of your 


|  palt Plesſures, of your Succefs in your one r Cares, whilſt 


that of the one Thing needful was forgotten, think not that 
this will eaſe your Minds. It will rather torment them 
the more. Son, remember that thou in thy Life time received 
thy good Things. Bitter Remembrance! Well migar the 
Heathen Poets repreſent the unhappy Spirits in the Shades 
below, as eagerly catching at the Water of Forgetful- 
neſs, yet unable to reach it. Your preſen: Comtorts 
will only ſerve, to give you a livelier Senſe of your Mi 
ſery, as having taſted ſuch Degrees of Enjoy ment; and 


to inflame the reckoning, as you have miſ improved choſe 


Taleuts lodged in youf Hands for better Purpoſes, Sure- 
ly, if theſe Things were believed, and ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, the Sinner would have no more Heart to rejoice 
in his preſent Proſperity, than a Man would have to 
amuſe himſelf with the Curioſities of a fine Garden, 
through which he was led tb be broke upon the Rack, 
But I will enlarge no farther on theſe Things. Would, 
to God that the unaccountable Stupidity of Men's 
Minds, and their fatal Attachment to the Pleaſures and 


Cares of the preſent Life, did not make it neceflary to 
inſiſt on them fo frequently and lo_copioully ! 


IV. I proceed to the Reflections which naturally ariſe 
om hence, and ſhall only mention two. 
. How much Reafon have we to lament the Folly of 
Mankind in neglecting the one Thing needful. 
If Religion be indeed the trueſt \iidom, then ſurely 
we have the juſteſt Reaſon to ſay, with Solomon, that Fol- 
ly and Madneſs is in Men's Hearts*. 1s it the one Thing 


f a need. 4 
P Ecclel, ix. 3 
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ment of the Mind. 


how this oe Thi:g Needful i is regaraed by us! 


needfu!? Look on the Condutt of the Generality of Man- 
kind, and you would imagine they thought it the one 
Thing needleſs : The vaineſt Dream and the idleſt Amuſe- 
God is admoniſhing them by Ordi- 
nances, and Providences, ſometimes by ſuch as are moſt 


_ aw'ul, to lay it to Heart; he /peats once, yea twice, yea a 
Maltitude of Times, t Mas regards not +, They pro- 


feſs perhaps to believe all that I have been ſaying, but 
act as if the contrary were ſelf-evident ; they will riſk 
theſe Souls and this Eternity, for a bing of nought, for 
that for the Sake of which they. would not riſk ſo much 
a< a Hand, or a Finge, or a Joint, no, nor perhaps a 

Toy that adorns it. ufely this is the Wonder of An- 


rels, and perhaps of Devils too, unleſs the Obſcrvation 


of ſo many Ages may have rendered it familiar to both. 


And can we, my Chriſtian Brethren, behold ſuch a 
Scene with Indifference ? If ſome epidemical Madneſs 


had ſeized our Country, or the Places where we live, 
ſo that as we went from one Place to another, we thould 
every where meet with Lunaticks, and ſee among the 
ret, ſome perhaps of the fineſt Genius and Improve- 
ments, and in the moſt eminent Stations in Life, amuſ 


ing themſelves with Straws and Bubbles, or wounding 
themſelves and others; ſurely were we ever ſo ſecure 


from the Danger of Infection or Aſſault, the Sight 
would cut us to the Heart. Surely a good-natured — 
would hardly be able to go Abroad, or even be deſirous 
to live, if it muſt be among ſo many ſad Spectacles. 
Yet theſe poor Creatures might, notwithſtanding this, 
be the Children of Gop, and the higher their Frenzy 
roſe, the nearer might their compleat Happineſs be. 
But alas, the greater Part of Mankind are ſeized with 
a worſe kind of Madneſs, in which they are ruining 
their Souls: And can we behold it with [ndifference ! 


our Endeavours | in Dependance on Divine Grace, that 
we may be inſtrumental in bringing them to their right 
Mind, and making them wile indeed, that is, wiſe to 
Salvation. 


2. How neceſſary ! is it that we would ſeriouſly i inquiro 


+ Job. xxxili. 14 


The Lord awaken our Compaſſion, our Prayer, and 


It 
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Let me intreat you to remember your own Concern 
Have I thought ſeriouſly of it? 


in it, and inquire 
Have I ſeen the Importance of it? ——Has it lain with 


a due and an abiding Weight on my Mind Y—— Has it 


brought me to Chriſt, that | might lay the Streſs of theſe 


great eternal Intereſts on him ?——And am I acting in 


the Main of my Life as one that has theſe Convictions ? 
Am! willing in fact to give up other Things, my 
Intereſts, my Pleaſures, my Paſſions to this f ——Aml 
converſing with God änd with Man as one that believes 


theſe Things, as one that has deliberately choſen he 


better Part, and is determined to abide by that Choice? 


Obſerve the Anſwer which Conſcience returns to theſe 


clude my Difcourfe. 


* 


ed about the ene Thing needful. 


are they not? Gop and your n Hearts beſt know for 


to examine it carefully, You had need to view that 
Commodity on all Sides, of which you do in effect ſay, 


may. In the Name of Gon, Sirs, is this the Part of a 
open towards a Pit of eternal Ruin, becauſe there are a 


Eyes ? will that prevent your Fall? It ſignifies little to 
ſay, I will not think of theſe Things, I will not conſider 


; not prevent, nor reſpite his Execution. Pardon my 
bPlainneſs; if it were a Fable, or a Tale, I would endea- 
vour to amuſe you with words, but I cannot do it where 


_ 


fer. xxlii. 20, 


Inquiries, and you will know your own Part in that 
more particular Application, with which I am to con- 


1. Let me addreſs thoſe that are entirely unconcern- 


Sirs, I have been ſtating the Caſe at Iarge, and now 
I appeal to your Conſciences, are theſe Things ſo, or 


what the Care of your Soul is neglected; but be it what 
it will, the difference between one Grain of Sand, and 


another is not great, when it comes to be weighed 
againſt a Talent of Gold. Whatever it is, you had need 


for this will I ſell my Soul, for this will I give up Heaven 
and venture Hell, be Heaven and Hell whatever they 
Man, of a rational Creature? To go on with your Eyes 
few gay Flowers in the Way. Or what if you ſhut your 


8 them. God has ſaid, in the laft Days they ball confider it 
: perfeftly*. The Revels of a drunken Malefactor will 


our Souls are at Stake. I Would 
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2. I would apply to thoſe who are convinced of the 


Importance of their Souls, yet are inclined to defer that 


Care of them a liitle. longer, which 1 in the general they 


ſee to be neceſſary. 


I know, you that are young are under peculiar Tempt- 
ations to do this; tho? *tis ſtrange that the Death of fo 
many of your Cumpanions ſhou!d not be an anſwer to 
ſome of the moſt {pecious and dangerous of thoſe Tempt- 
ations, Methinks if there were the leait Degree of Un- 
certainty, the Importance is too weighty to put Matters 


to the Venture, Bat here the Uncertai“ Ly is Preat and 
apparent. You mutt ſurely kaow that there are critical 


Seaſons of Life for managing the Concerns ot it, which 
are of ſuch a Nature, that, i! once loſt, they may never 
return; Here is a critical Seaſon, Now is the accepted 
Time, now is the Day of Sali .ation*, To-aay if ye will 
hear his Voice, harden not your Heartst. This Language 


may not be ſpoken To-morrow. Talk not of a more 
convenient Seaſon, none can be more convenient; and 
that to which you would probably reter it, is leaſt of all 
ſo. A dying Time. You would not chuſe then to have 


any important Buſineſs in hand; and will you of Choice 
refer the greateſt Buſineſs of all to that Janguiihing, hur- 
rying amazing Hour. If a Friend were then to come 
to you with the Balance of an intricate Account, ora 
View of a Title to an Eftate, you would thake your 
fainting Head, and lift up your pale trembling Hand, 

and ſay perhaps with a feeble Voice, Alas, is this a 

% Time tor theſe Ihipgs ?” And is it a Time for ſo 
much greater Things than theſe ? J wiſh you knew, and 
would ccnfider into what a Strait we that are Miniſters ' 
are ſometimes brought, when we are called to the dy- 


ing Beds of thoſe who have ſpent their Lives in the Ne- 


gleQ of the ent Thing needful. On the one Hand we fear, 
leſt if we palliate Matters, aud ſpeak ſmooth Things, 
we ſhall betray and ruin their Souls ; and on the other, 
that if we uſe a becoming Plainreſls And Serioulnels, in 
warning them of their Danger, we ſhall quite overwhelm 
them, and baſten the dying Moment which is advancing 
by ſuch ſwift Steps. Oh let me intreat you, for our 
Sakes, and much more for your own, that you do not. 
| drive 
* 2 or vi. 2. + Heb. i ui, 7, 8 w | 
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drive us to ſuch ſad Extremities: But that if you are 
convinced, as I hopeſome of you may now be, that the 
Care of the Soul is that needfl Thing we have repreſented, 
let the Conviction Work, let it drive you immediately 
to the Throne of Grace, that from thence you may de- 
rive that Wiſdom and Strength which may direct you 
in all the Intricacies which entangle you, and animate 
you in the midſt of Difficulty and Diſcouragement. 

3. 1 would in the laſt Place addreſs myſelf to thoſe 
happy Souls, who bave in good Earneſt attended to the 
ont Thing needful, IT 

I hope when you ſee how cominadly it is neglected, 
negiected indeed by many, whoſe natural Capacities, 
Improvements, and Circumſtances in Life, appear io.you 
ſuperior to your own, you will humbly acknowledge, 
that it was diſtinguiſhing Grace that brought you into 
this happy State, and formed you to this moſt neceſſary 
Care. Bleſs the Lord therefore who hath given you 
that Coun/el, in Virtue of which you can ſay that He is 
your Portion. Rejoice in the Thought that the great 
Concern is ſecured ; as *tis natural for us to do, when 
ſome important Affair is diſpatched which has long lain 
before us, and which we have been inclined to put off 
from one Day to another, but have at length ſtrenuouſ- 
ly and ſucceſsfully attended. — Remember Kill to con- 
tinue acting on theſe great Principles which at firſt de- 
termined your Choice; and ſeriouſly conſider, that thoſe 
who deſire their Lzfe may at laſt be given them for a Prey, 
mult continue on their Guard, in all Stages of their Jour- 
ney thto? a Wilderneſs, where daily dangers are ſtil] ſur- 
rounding them. Having ſecured the great Concern, \ | 
make yourſelves eaſy as to others of ſmaller Importance, 
You have choſen the Kingdom of God and bis Righteoufs 
neſs, other Things therefore ſhall be added unto you; and if 
any which you deſire thould not be added, comfort 
yourſelves wzth this Thought, that you have the good 
Part which can never be taken away, And, not to en- 
large on theſe obvious Hints, which mult ſo often c- 
cus, be very ſolicitous that others may be brought to a 
Care about the ove Thing needful. If it be needfyl for 
you, 'tis ſo for your Children, your Friends, your Ser- 
vants. Let them thereioe lee your Concern in chis Re- 


5 h 


4 — dw at we * * — * * — de 
: 2 ee dv — 1— 
* n PA 
Js 
Z 
8 
W 
- 
2 
% 
2 
; 
- 


334 ; The Cant of the Sd url. 


2. I would apply to thoſe who are convinced of the 


Importance of their Souls, yet are inclined to defer that 


Care of them a liitle longer, which in the general they 
ſee to be neceſſary. | 
I know, you chat are young are under peculiar Tempt- 


ations to do this ; tho? 'tis ſtrange that the Deain of ſo 


many of your Companions ſhou'd not be an anſwer to 
ſome of the moſt {pecious and dangerous of thoſe Tempt- 


ations. Mechinks if there were the leaſt Degree of Un- 
certainty, the Importance is too weighty to put Marters 


to ihe Venture, Hat here the Uncertaiiity is great and 
apparent. You mutt ſurely kaow that there are critical 
_ Seaſons of Life for managing the Concerns of it, which 


are of ſuch a Nature, that, 11 once loſt, they may never 
return; Here is a critical Seaſon. Now is the accepted 


Time, now is the Day of Saliation*., To-aay if ye will 
Dear his Voice, harden not your Hearts, This Lauguage 
may not be ſpoken To-morrow. Talk not of a more 
convenient Seaſon, none can be more convenient; and 
that to which you would probably reter it, is leaſt of all 
ſo. A dying Time. Vou would not chuſe then to have 
any important Buſineſs in hand; and will you of Choice 
refer the greateſt Buſineſs ot all to that languiihing, hur- 


rying amazing Hour. If a Friend were then to come 
to you with the Balance of an intricate Account, or A 
View of a Title to an Eſtate, you would thake your 


fainting Head, and lift up your pale trembling Hand, 
and ſay perhaps with a feeble Voice, Alas, is this a 


% Time tor theſe jhings ?” And is it a Time for fo 


much greater Things than theſe ? ] with you knew, and 
would ccnfider into what a Strait we that are Miniſters | 


are ſometimes brought, when we are called to the dy- 


Ing Beds of thoſe who have ſpent their Lives in the Ne- 
gle of che ene Thing needful. On the one Hand we fear, 


leſt if we palliate Matters, aud ſpeak ſmooth Things, 


we ſhall betray and ruin their Souls ; and on the other, 
that if we uſe a becoming Plainreſs and Seriouſnels, in 
warning them of their Danger, we ſhall quite overwhelm | 


them, and hatten.the dying Moment which is advancing 
by ſuch ſwift Steps. Oh let me intreat you, tor our 


Jakes, 150 much more for your own, that you do not. 
drive 
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drive us to ſuch ſad Extremities: But that if you are 


convinced, as I hope ſome of you may now be, that the 


Care of the Soul is that ne I Ving we have repreſented, 


let the Conviction Work, let it drive you immediately 


to the Throne of Grace, that from thence you may de- 
rive that Wiſdom and Strength which may direct you 
in all the Intricacies which entangle you, and animate 
you in the midſt of Difficulty and Diſcouragement. 

3. 1 would in the laſt Place addreſs myſelf to thoſe 


happy Souls, who bave in * Earneſt attended to the 2 


one Thing needful, 

I hope when you ſee how commonly it is negledted, 
_ neglected indeed by many, whoſe natural Capacities, 
Improvements, and Circumſtances in Life, appear io. you 
ſuperior to your own, you will humbly acknowledge, 


that it was diſtinguiſhing Grace that brought you into 


this happy State, and formed you to this moſt neceſſary 


Care. Bleſs the Lord therefore who hath given you 


that Coun/el, in Virtue of which you can ſay that He is 


jour Portion. Rejoice in the Thought that the great 


Concern is ſecured ; as *tis natural for us to do, when 


ſome important Affair is diſpatched which has long lain 


before us, and which we have been inclined to put off 


from one Day to another, but have at length ſtrenuouſ- 
ly and fucceſsfully attended. — Remember ſtill to con- 


tinue acting on theſe great Principles which at firſt de- 
termined your Choice; and ſeriouſly conſider, that thoſe 


who defire their Ze may at laſt be given them for @ Prey, 


muſt continue on their Guard, in all Stages of their Jour- 
ney thto? a Wilderneſs, where daily dangers are ſtill ſur- 


rounding them. Having ſecured the great Concern, 
make yourſelves eaſy as to others of ſmaller Importance, 
You have choſen the King dom of God and vis Rig hreouſ- 
neſs, other 1hings ther efore ſhall be added unto you; and if 
any which you deſire ſhould not be added, comfort 
yourſelves With this Thought, that you have the good 


— 


Part which can never be taken away, And, not to en- 


large on theſe obvious Hints, which mult ſo often oc- 
cus, be very ſolicitous that others may be brought to a 


Care about the %e Thing needful. lf it be acedful for 


you, 'tis io for your Children, your Friends, your Ser- 


vants, Let them thereice lee your Concern in this Re- 


— 


mw Yo oO CHEE oo nb Hr tot wv 


5 LI 


— A. Bao I 


— 


336 1 of . 1 * bel | 
pect for them, as well as for yourſel ves. Let Parents, 
ſpecially, attend to this Exhortation, whoſe Care for 
their Offspring often exceeds in other Reſpects, and fails 
in this. . Remember that your Children may never live 
h ps enjoy the Effects of your Labour and Concern, to 


get them Eitates and Portions, The Charges of their 


Funerals mav perhaps be all their Share of what you 
are ſo anxiouſly careful to lay up for them. And Oh! 
think what a Sword would pierce thro your very Heart, 


if you ſhould ſtand by the Corpſe of a beloved Child with 


this Reflection,“ This poor Creature has dane with Life 


* before it learnt its great Buſineſs in it, and is gone 
« to Eternity, which I have ſeldom been warning it to 


"0 prepare for, and which perhaps it learnt of me to 


n forget.” 


On the whole, may this grand Care be weakened: in 


thoſe oy whom it has been hitherto negleRed ; may it 
be revived in each of our Minds. And that you may 


be encouraged to purſue it with greater Chearfulneſs, 
let me conclude with this comfortable Thought, that in 


Proportion to the Neceſſity of the Caſe, is the Proviſion 


which Divine Grace has made for our Aſhſtance. If you 
are diſpoſed to fit down at Chriſt's Feet, he will teach 
you by his Word and pirit. If you commit this preci- 


ous Jewel, which is yeur eternal All, into his Hand, he 
will preſerve it unto that Day, and will then produce it 
richly adorned, and gloriouſly improved to his own 


Honour, and to your everlabing Joy- Amen. 
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Lately publiſhed, 
Illuſtrated with a large Number of Copper-Plates, 


more elegantly engraven than any yet oſtered to the 
Public R | e ban 


Dr Dodaridge's Family Expoſitor: 
Or, a Paraphraſe and Verſion of the New 


Teſtament, with Notes, and a Practical Im- 
provement of each Section. 
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The following is an Extract of a Letter to Dr. Doddridge, 
from the late GiusexT WEST, E; the celebrated Au- 
ther of the Obſervations on the Hiltory and Evidences 
of the Reſurrection, bn after he had received the firft 
Part ef the Family Expoſitor. * | 


46. Reverend Sir, „ 1 | 
* Since my laſt, I have advanced pretty far in your 
„ FamiLy Ex Os rox, ſome Portion of which I read 
*« every Day; and intend to read it on Sunday Evenings 
% to my Family. After this I need not tell yeu that I 
« admire it exceedingly, as do alſo ſome worthy Cler- 
„ gymen in my Neighbourhood. The Translation, as 
far as I can judge by my Memory, (for I have not 
* compared it with the Original) is very exact and 
„ faithful; the Notes pertinent and judicious ; and the 


% Paraphraſe, by connecting and reducing into their 


proper Order and Arrangement, the ſcattered and diſ- 
located Parts, like a Catoprick Speculum, repreſents, in 
«« its true Symmetry and Proportion, a beautiful Figure, 
* which in its original Draught is wont to appear con- 
«© fuſed and diſtorted to an unſkilful and ſuperficial Eye, 
„The Improvements too are appoſite, inſtructive, and 
full of a genuine Spirit of Candour, Piety, tand a truly 
«© Chriſtian Fervour. In ſhort, the FA u II Exrosirox 
« 15 a great and uſeful Work, Which will ſpeak of you, 
% and for you, through the tranſitory Ages of this World, 
and the endleſs Ages of the next. May Oo give 


„ you Grace, Health, and Vigour to complete it! If the 
remaining three Volumes are to be publiſhed by Sub- 
“ {cription, I deſire my Name may appear in the Liſt of 
& thoſe who, either out of Regard to the Author, or 
„% PFiteem for the former Part of ſo admirable a Perform- 
ce ance, ſhall think fit to bear a publick Teſtimony to 
«c 19758 F NIN [ ſhall 1 glad to do e all occaſions. 


ads Lon, e. &c. 
„ GILBERT WEST.“ 


The following Sentiments are ſelected from the Au. 
1 $ Preface to his firſt Volume. 


« If any Thing can eſtabliſh he Purity and - - Order, 
« the Peace and Glory of the Church, and ſpread the 
1 Triumphs of perſonal and domeſtic Rel igion, it 
| “ muſt be an attentive Study of the Word of God, 
* « eſpecially of the New Teſtament, which is written 
« with ſuch a perfect Knowledge of human Nature, 
that our Admiration of it will rife in Proportion to 
4 40 he accuracy with which it is ſtudied. 
Though there are a thouſand latent Beauties 1 in it, 
hs which it is the Buſineſs and Glory of true Criticiſm to 
«« diſplay, yet the general Senſe and Deſign of it is plain 
to every honeſt Reader; who will eafily perceive, that 
« jt is intended to bring us to God, through Chriſt, in 
an humble Dependence on the Communication of his 
« ſanctifying and quickening Spirit, and to engage us 
| „ in a Courſe of faithful and univerſal Obedience. 
It is a Fact, that this Book has been, and ſtill is, 
« the grand Inſtrument of reforming a degenerate 
World, and in proportion to the Degree in which 
„this Evangelical Scheme is received and reliſhed, it 
is evident that the Intereſt of true Virtue and Holineſs 
« flouriſhes,” and the Mind is formed to manly Devo. 
% tion, diffuſive Benevolence, and true Fortitude. 
Would to God, therefore, that forgetting all Party- 
Names, and unſcriptural Phraſes and Forms, which 
„have divided the Chriſtian World, we might all agree 
to fit down together, as humble loving Diſciples, at 
= the Feet of our common Maſter, to hear his Word, 
e inbibe his Spirit, and tranſcribe his Life in our own.” 
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B 0 0 K S written ky the late Rev. Dr. r. 85 
n N 
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I. Courſe of Lectures on the principal u bj-@s i in 
Pneumatology, Ethicks and Divinity: With 


References to the moſt contiderable Authors on 925 ga 


ject, in one Vel 4t(o. 

II. Hymns foanded on varions Texts in the Holy 
Scripturef. Publiſhed from the authur's Mauulcript, 
by Jos Qs 108 

III. ! en Sermaus on the P L ower and Grace of Chriſt, 
and on the Evidences of his glo.ious Goſpel ; preached 
at Northampton. The fourth Edition. 

"7: Sermons to young Perſons on the following Sub- 

jects; viz. 1. The Importance of the Riſing Generaf 
tion. 2. Chriſt formed in the Soul, the Foundation o. 
Hope. z. A Diſſuaſive from keeping wicked Company- 
4. The young Chriliian invited to an early Attendance 
on the Lord's Table. 5 The Orphan's Hope. 6. The 
RefleQious of a pious Parent, on the Death of a wicked 
Chifd. 7. Youth remiaded of approaching Judgment, 
The fourth Edition, 

V. ermon 5 on the religions Education of Children, 

VI. Free Thougbis on the molt probable means of 
reviving the Diſſenting Intereſt. { 

Vil. The Abfurdity and Iniquity of Perſecution for 5 
Conſcience-ſake, in all its Kinds and Degrees. 

VIII. Submiſſion toDivine Providence in the Death 
of Children, recommended and intorced, in a Sermon 
preached at Northampton, October 3, 1736. 5 
IX. The Temper and Conduct of che primitive Mi- | 

niſters of the Goſpel illuſtrated and recommended. , 

X. Practical Reflections on the Character and Tranſ- 
lation of Enoch, in a ermon on the Death of the Re- 
verend Mr. John. Nardi, 

XI. A Sermon preached at Wellinghorough, Nev. 9, 
1748, on account of the late dreadful Fire there, with 
an Hymn proper for the Occaſion. | 
XI. The Neceſſity of a general Reformation, in or- 

der to a well- grounded Hope of Succeſs in War. 
XIII. An Oration, at the nw of the * Mr. 52 


Newnan, 8 


* 
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B 0 0 X S- written by Doddridge. 
xv. The Scripture Doctrine of Salvation by Grice 3 


thro” Faith, illuſtrated and improved in two Sermons. 


XV. Practical Diſcourſes on Regeneration; in Ten 
Sermons, preached at Northampton, on the following 
Subjects; 1. The Character of the Unregeuerate. 2, 3, 
The Nature of Regeneration. 4, 5, 6. The Neceſſity 
and Importance of it. 7. The Divine Influences neceſ- 


ſary to produce it. 8. The various Methods in which 


thoſe Influences operate. 9 Directions to the awakened 
Sinner. 10. An Addreſs to the Regenerate. The ſecond 
Edition, in 12mo. Price 28. 6d. 


XVI. The Evil and Danger of negleQing the Souls 
of Men, plainly and feriouſly repreſented, in a Sermon 


preached at a Meeting of Miniſters at Kettering 1 in North. 
 ampto»fhire, October 15, 1741. 


XVII. A Charę- delivered at As Ordination of: the 


Reverend Mr. To Jennings, at St. Ives in Huntingdom- 
hire; with the Sermon delivered on the ſame Occalion, 
by Dr. D. Jennings. 


XVIII. An » to a we Pamphlet, entitled, 
Chriſtianity not founded on Argument. &c. In three Les. 


ters to the Author. 


XIX. The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, ex- 
preſſed in plain and eaſy Verſe, and divided into ſhort 
Leſſons for the uſe of little Children. 

XX. Compaſſion to the Sick, recommended and ur- 


4 ed, in a Sermon preached at Nortbampton, Sept. 4, 1743, 


in Favour of a Deſign then opening to erect a a County 


In firmary there. 


XXI. A Funefal Sermon, occaſioned dy the Death of 


che Rev. Mr. James Shepherd, preached at Northampton, 


May 1745. 
XXII. A Charge delivered at the Ordination of Mr. 
Abraham Tozer, at Norwich, June 20, 1745. | 

XXIII. A Sermon on the heroick Death of Col. Gar- 


diner, preached at Northampton, October 12, 1745. 


XXIV. Some remarkable Paſſages in the Life of the 
Hon. Col. James Gardiner, who was flain at the Battle 
of Preflon Pans, Sept. 21, 1745. With an Appendix, re- 
lating to che ancient Family of the Munre's of Hoaclis. 

XXV. A Plain and Serious Addreſs to the Maſter of 


. "A Family, on the important Subject of F amily Religion, 


